The
Message of Islam

by:
Abdurrahman al-Sheha
Translated by:
M. M. Abdus-Salam

Edited by:

Abu Ayoub Jerome Boulter
Abdurrahmaan Murad

Revised Edition



© 00 N O 0o A W DN P

e e I o e
0 N O 0~ WN R O

Table of Content

. Introduction

. Monotheism in Islam

. The Principal Goalsf Islam

. Distinguishing Qualities of Islam
. The Spiritual Aspect of Islam

. Belief in Allah

. Belief in the Angels

. The Merits of belief in the Angels
. Belief in Allah's Books

. The Merits of belief in Allah's @&ks

. Belief in the Messengers

. Who is Muhammad ()?

. The Merits of belief in the Messengers

. Belief in the Last Day

. The Merits of belief in the Last Day

. Belief inQadaa & Qadar

. The Meritof belief inQadaa & Qadar

. The Pillars of Islam
1 Pillar of Islam: The Two Testimonies of Faith
The Meaning of.aa ilaaha il'laa Allah
The Conditions of th&hahadah
The Meaning of the second Testimony
2" Pillar of Islam:Salaah



3 Pillar of Islam:Zakaah
4" Pillar of Islam: Fasting
5" Pillar of Islam: Hajj

19. The Political Aspect of Islam

20. The Economic Aspect of Islam

21. The Social Aspect of Islam

22. Rights owed to the Ruler

23. Rights owed to the ruled

24. Rights owed to the Parents

25. Rights owed to the husband

26. A husband's obligations towards his wife
27. The rights of relatives

28. The rights of children

29. The rights of neighbor

30. The righs of friends and companions
31. The rights of guests

32. Rights related to employment

33. The rights of the employed

34. The rights of the employer

35. General rights and obligations

36. The Moral Aspect of Islam

37. Prohibitian regarding food, drink & clothing
38. The Commandments of Islam

39. A Glimpse of some Islamic Etiquettes
40. Dining Etiquettes



41.
42.
43.
. Mamers that relate to the sitting place
45.
46.
47.
48.
49,
50.
51.
52.
53.

4.
55.

Manners of relieving Oneself
Manners of seeking permission
Manners of greeting

Manners of gathering

Manners of conversation

Manners of joking

Etiquettes of visiting the IlI

The Etiquettes of sleeping

Manner of approaching one's spouse
Etiquettes of traveling

The manners of dealing with public property

Manners of Trade

Conclusion
Glossary



el

| begin with the Name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most
Beneicent

All praise is due to Allah e Lord of the worlds, and maylah
send praises upon His Prophet, and keep him and his household
safe and secure from all evil.
Allah (I ) says:
(Say O People of the Bodk Come to a word that is just
between us and you: that we shall worship none but M,
and that we shall ascribe no partner unto Him, and that
none of us shall take others as objects of worshipefides
Allah. Then, if they turn away, say: 'Bear witness that we
are Muslims.) [3:64]

Islam is the religion which agrees with the natural dsgmm of
man. It urges Muslims and calls them to ask about things that
are incomprehensible to them, through the cliasan of
competent and knowledgeable authorities. In Islam there are no
obscure or mysterious things; it allows us to ask about
everything. Allah ( ) says:
(So ask the people of the knowledge if you know nt.
[16:43]

By nature, humans have many questions in their minds that
require logical and clear answers, and the Qur'an provides such
answers. Some of these basic queries ardlasvi

a. What is the origin of humanity? The answer to this can be
found in the words of Allah:

li.e Jews and Christians.



(And indeed We created man (Adam) out of an extract of
clay. Thereafter We placed him aga drop of)sperm in a
place of rest firmly fixed. Then We made the spen into

a clot of congealed blood; then of that clot We made a
(fetus) lump; then We made out of that lump bones and
clothed the bones with flesh; then We eleloped out of it
another creature. So blessed be Allah, the Best of
Creators.) [23:12-14]

b. What is the status of rank of humans in the universe?
Allah ( ) says:

(And indeed We have honored the children of Adam,
and We have carried them on land and sea and have
provided them with good and pure things, and have
preferred them above many of those whom W have

created with a marked preference). [17:70]

c. Why did Allah create humans?Allah (I ) says:

(And | (God) have only created thelinn*and humanity
that they may worship Me (alone).No sustenance do |
require of them nor do | require that they should feed
Me. Indeed Allah is the only Giver of (all) sustenance,
Lord of Power, the Most Strong) [51:56-8]

He ( ) also says:

(Did you then think that We had created you in jest and
that you would not be brought back to us(for account}
So Exalted is Allah, theTrue King: There is none who is
worshipped in truth but He, the Lord of the Throne of
Honor!) [23:1156]

d. Who is the Creator? He is the only One worthy of being
wor shippeldsapstl | ah (
(He is Allah, other than whom there is no God, Knower
of the unseen and seen. He is the Most Merciful, the Most
Beneficent. He is Allah, other than whom there is no
God, the Sovereign, the Pure, the Perfection, the
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Bestower of Faith, the Overseer, the Exalted in Might,
the Compeller, and the Superior. Exalted is Allah Bove
whatever they associate with Him. He is Allah the
Creator, the Inventor, the Fashioner; to Him belong the
best names. Whatever is in the heavens and earth is
exalting Him. And He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise)
[59:22-24]

e. What should our behavir be towards those things Allah
created in this universe?Allah (1 ) says:

(O you who believe! Eat of the lawful things that We
have provided for you, and be grateful to Allah, if it is
indeed Him you worship) [2:172]

f. What isthe true religion, which one should embrace and
what is the path that leads to happiness in the HereaK#deh
(I ) says:
(And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will
never be accepted of him; and in the Hereafter he will be
one of the losers. [3:85]

g. What is thepath which leads to peace of mind and heart
and matal stability? Allah (I ) says:

(Those who believed and whose hearts find rest in the
remembrance of Allah. Indeed in the remembrance of
Allah do hearts find rest) [13:28]

h. How about those who do not bébve in Allah and His
revelations?

(But whosoever turns away from My reminder (i.e. My
Message) verily for him is a life of hardship, and We
shall raise him up blind on the Day of Resurrection).
[20:124]

i. What is our final end in this lifeé Al | la)saysf

(Every soul shall taste death. And only on the Day of
Resurrection shall you be paid your wages in full.
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Whosoever is removed from the Fire and admitted to
Paradise, they are indeed successful. The life of this
world is nothing but a comfort of illusion.) [3:185]

j. Is it possible thaive be recreate® Allah ( ) says:

(And he put forth for Us a similitude, and forgot the fact
of his creation, saying: 'Who will revive these bones when
they have rotted away?' Say: 'He will revive them Who
produced them the first time, for He is All-Knower of
every creation') [36:78-79]

He ( ) also says:

(O humankind! If you are in doubt concerning the

Resurrection, then Lo! We have created you from dust,
then from a drop of seed, then from a clot, then from a
little lump of flesh, some formed and some unformed
(miscariage), that We may make(it) clear for you. And

We cause what We will to remain in the wombs for an
appointed time, and afterward We bring you forth as
infants.) [22:5]

k. What happens after death?Allah (I ) says:

(Lo! Those who disbelieve among the People of the
Scripture and the idolaters will abide in the Fire of Hell.
They are the worst of created beings. And Lo! Those who
believe and do good works are the best of created beings.
Their reward is with their Lord; Gardens of Eden
underneath which rivers flow, wherein they dwell
forever. Allah is pleased with them and they are pleased
with Him. This is (in store)for him who fears his Lord.)
[98:6-8]

Dear reader | reaffirm to you that Islam has all the swistto
problems that face the world today. The world has emphted
many doctrines to solve some of its greatest problems, but over
and over, these doctrines prove unsuitable andpaide of



resolving themé so wimglemdnbthep e o
laws of Islam in their life to seek the betterment of human life?

C.E. Abdullah Archibald W. Hamiltosaid:

| feel that | must write and express my heartfelt thanks to all
my Muslim brothers who, on my embracing Islam, have so
kindly written or sent telegms to me. | appreate their
good wishes more than my words can convey. After the last
war, when the world waded through streams of blood, |
thought that all peace and goodwill was at an end but the fact
that my brethren across the seven seas are saogvii
extend a hand of friendship brings a message of hope and
good cheer to me. This has proved to me more thgthiag

else, that Islam alone can bring peace to this world.

Dear reader, some Muslims today are lost and do noemgpit

the teachings ofslam in their lives; they are only Miims by
name. A true Muslim implements the comrdarents of the
Qur 6 an a nirdhis Slaily lifea A true Mglim is not he

who chooses from Islam what suits him and then leaves all else
aside!

It is not appropriatethat Islam be associated with certain
countries or races. Furthermore, it is not appropriate to say that
all Muslims live their lives in conformity with the Islamic Legal
law. In fact, many Muslims are lost and do not apply the true
teachings of Islam. lam is not as some thinkmere reilgious

rites that are practiced at set timesther, it comprises belief,
law, devotions, transtions and dealings. It is a religion as well
as a governmental system. It has been said:

60 Wh a't a gr eat hereaveré man ovimo,wouidf o
put its teachings into practice, adhere to its conumemts

A

and abstain fromitsphi bi ti ons. 0

In his booké Wh at i ¥. Mortdoraeny X\@ataid:

Prejudice is only one of the difficulties to be met by the

European or Americarstudent of Islam. As soon as he

begi ns to describe Islam as o0t
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o0religion of the fourodawydhdr be
introduces a category which does not fit the category of
o0d i gi ono. For what ahote she O0r e
occidental? At best, for the ordinary man, it means a way of
sperling an hour or so on Sundays in practices which give
him some support and strength in dealing with the problems

of daily life, and which encourages him to be friendly
towards otherpersons and to maintain the standards of
sexual propriety; it has little or nothing to do with commerce

or economics or politics or industrial relationships. At worst

it fosters an attitude of complacency in the more prosperous
individuals and breeds smugss. The Ewpean may even

look on religion as an opiate developed by exploiters of the
common people in order to keep them in subjection. How
different from the connotations to the Muslim of the verse:
0The dtirgsrieom with God islstedlas| am
od i gi ®deeqd whick in Arabic commonly refers to a
whole way of life. It is not a private matter for indiuals,
touching only the periphery of their lives, but something
which is both private and public, something which permeates
the whok T theological dgma, forms of weship, political

theory, and a detailed code of conduct, including even
matters which the European would classify ggiéne or
etiquette.

Islam, in its entirety, was revealed to Prophet Muhammad (
and is unchanged; tiduslims on the other hand, have changed.

If a Muslim makes a mistake, it does not mean that Islam
concurs with his action. To make this clearer: if aspe is a
comprehensive guide to build a dismantled vehicle, and he fails
to follow the manual and thusssembles itinao ect | yé d
this mean that the manual is incorrect?

| ask the reader of this booklet to read it without pneetved
notions about Islam, and that his goal should be to reach the
truth, not to search for faults. Furthermore, do nomiged by
your emotions. Aah ( ) says:
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(And when it is said unto them: follow that which Alah

has revealed, they say: 0We f
our fathers'. What! Even though their fathers did not
understand anything nor did they have guidance)?
[2:170]

The reason for this is that a logical man would not accept

anything unless he has researched and scrutinized it, and he
would only disseminate it amongst people and rectify their

errors once they have attested to its veracity.

Finally, | must adnt that | have not covered every aspect about
Islam in this booklet due to its vastness. Islamego n's man
life in this world in every aspect, and one would need to write
several books in order to discuss all its aspects. In thiddtod

have highligited some focal points concerning the basic morals
of Islam. | mention each point, and therpgort it with proof
fromtheQur 6 an a mfdhe Braphetr@. h

Some may say, with the aim of implying that Islamic Law was
adopted from present day law syste that some of theslamic

laws can be found and seen implemented in modetiety.
This dubious point can be easily put to rest when we know that
Islamic Law is over fourteen hundred years old. If anything, the
laws impkemented by these societies may $aid to have been
derived from Islamic Laws. Furthermore, many Orientalists
have studied Islamic Law for various nefarious reasons and
objectives which seek not to clarify and explain it, but to
downplay the true source by pointing at possible worldly
saurces.

Abdurrahmaan b. AbdtKareem alSheha
P.O. Box 59565 Riyadh, K.S.A 11535

Email: alsheha2@agmail.com

http://www.islamland.com
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Monotheism in Islam

Islam, like other divine religions, advocates severetgpts and
beliefs which Allah has required its followers telieve and
propagate, but coercion is not a valid means to achieve this end.
Allah ( ) says:

(There is no compulsion in religion. Verily, the Right
(Path of)Guidance has become distinct from thevrong
path.) [2:256]

Islam commands its adherents to propagate the religion in a
good and fair manner. Allah () says:

(Invite to the Way of your Lord with wisdom and fair
preaching, and argue with them in a way that is bettel).
[16:125]

It is a fundamerat principle that a person must benemced
before declaring their acceptance of Islam; for if they do so out
of compulsion, their speech and outer actions will be
incongruent with their belief, and this is defined as hypocrisy in
Islam. Islam has warnesternly against hypocrisy andgards it

as a sin greater than mere disbelidfalA ( ) says:

(Indeed the hypocrites are in the lowest depth of the
Fire.) [4:145]

This is the role of the Prophets: to convey the message to
humans and to guide them taliteousness without comigion
or force. Allah [ ) says:

(And obey Allah and obey the MessenggifO Muhanmad
(r ). And if you turn away, then (know) Our Messengers
have only been sent to clearly conveythe message)
[64:12]
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The Principal Goals of Islam

The Prophetr() said inMina? in his Farewell Pilgrnage:

A Do y ou know whi cTthey .ayhis t hi s
companions) replied,di Al | ah and Hi s Me s s
besHesadiil ndeed this ({theDagofsacrtr
Arafahin Hajj). Do you know which placet h i s Theys ? 0
(his canpanions) replied A Al | ah amgdrkndw s Me
b e s tHe 0said n A s a cr @dcca pahda tse
suroundings) Do you know whi cfheymont
(his companions) repliedi A1 | ah a n dhgeHknav Me s
bes He said,i A s ac nte ¢the month ofDhul-

Hijjah, the 12" month of the Islamic Calendar)ndeed,

Allah has made your lives, your wealth, and your honor
inviolable and sacred, like the sanctity of this[sacred]

day, in this [sacred]month, in this [sacred]p | a clal- 0
Bukhari]

The most important goals which Islam calls to and utterly
preserves are the preservation of religion, life, honor, wealth,
mind, offspring, as well as the preservation of the rights of the
weak and disabled. In regards to the invidibiof life, Allah
(I ) says:

(And do not kill anyone who Allah has forbidden, ecept

for a just cause) [17:33]

In regards to the inviolability of wealth, Allah { says:

(Eat not up your property among yourselves unjustly)
[2:188]

In reference to the sanctity of honddlah (I ) says:

2 Mina : a valley within the sacred precincts of Makkah.
3 The last and only Pilgrimage, or Hajj, of the Prophet (r ).
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(And come not near to the unlawful sexual intercourse.
Verily, it is a lewd evil sin, and an evil way). [17:32]

He ( ) also says:

(Who so commits a delinquency or sin, then throwgthe
blame) thereof upon someone innocent, has burdened
himself with falsehood and a flagrant sin. [4:112]

In regards to the prohibition of transgression against lineage and
ancestry, Aah ( ) says:

(And when he turns away (from you) his effort in the
land is to make mischief therein and to destroy the
cultivation and lineage; and Allah loves not mischief and
corruption.) [2:205]

Islam takes great care to protect the rights of the weak, for they
are more likely to be oppressed than others. For tlasone
Allah mentions in the Qur'an several categories ofatbak and
some ways in which they may be wronged. Widgards to
parents, Allahl( ) says:

(And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but
Him. And that you be dutiful to your parents. If one of
them or both of them attain old age in your life, say not
to them 'uff' (a word of disrespecthor shout at them but
address them with terms of honor) [17:23]

In regards to orphans, Allah says:

(Therefore, the orphan oppress no). [93:9]
Islam enjoins that their wealth be protected and preservé&h A
(I ) sa:
(Come not near the wealth of the orphan except with
that which is better (to improve and protect i}) [17:34]

In regards to children, AllaH () says:

(And then you slay not your children because of peerty,
We provide for you and for them) [6:151]
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In regards to the sick, the Messenger of Allah $aid:

AFree the prisoner, feed the
[al-Bukhari

In regards to the elderly, the Prophe} 6aid:

AHe i s not from my foll ower s:

elders, nor shows mercyto the young, nor respects the
s ¢ h o | [aHTismidbi]

In regards to the needy, Allah | says:
(And repulse not those who ash.[93:10]

The Prophetr() said:

AWhoever helps his brother in
be there in hfMsslinfi me of need.

There are many other excellent manners which the religion of
Islam commands Muslims to adopt, all which refines the
indivi dual 6s characteietyamsawholeel ps
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Distinguishing Qualities of Islam

[1] There are explicit texts in ¢h Quran as well as the
Hadeeth$ of the Prophetr() which indicate that all religions
called to the same basic principle, to worship Allah alone in
exclusion to all others. Allah sent prophets to mankind, and each
oneds message abripfgmthe apostiebhp o0 n
of Noah (1 ) until the commissioning of Mhammad 1( ). The
Messenger of Aah ( ) said:

Al ndeed | am to the other pro
a house beautifully and perfectly, except one brick which

was not placed in its corner.People circle and admire it,

but say, o61If only a brick was
brick, and | am the last of all prophe t $al-Bukhari

No prophet or messenger of Allah will appear after Muomad

(r ). The only exception to this is Jesus §. Whenthe Hnal
Hour draws near, he will descen the earth and fill it with
justice and equity as it was filled with oppression andrtyy.
He will not convey a new religion, but rather he will rule with
Islam. The Mesenger of Allahr() said:

A The Hd oot be estdlished until the son of Mary
(Jesusdescends as a just ruler judging with the religion
of Islam. He will break the cross and Kill the pig. He will
abolish thejizyah® and there will be a surplus of wealth
unt il no onel[aBukhatl accept it. o

4 Hadeeth: The narration of the speech, actions, characteristics, or tacit
approvals of the Prophet (r ).

5 The reason for this is that the Jesus did not die, as the Christians and

the Jews believe; rather, he was raised up to the heavens and the Jews
thought they killed him. See Qur'an (4:157).

6 The jizyah is a tax paid by non-Muslims who choose to reside in a

Muslim land in exchange for protection.
16



All Messengers called to the oneness of Alldh) (and
disproved association of any partners to Him in His dominion or
worship. They also proclaimed Allah as being far removed from
every imperfection. They called their peoples to worship Him
alone wthout any intermediaries. They reformed nkiad and
guided them to a path through which they would achieve true
happiness in this world and in the HereafterllatA( ) says:

(He (Allah) has ordained for you the same religion
(Idam) which He ordained fa Noah, and that which We
have inspired to you(O Muhammadr()), and that which
We ordained for Abraham, Moses and Jesus, saying you
should establish the religion(i.e. to do what it orders you to
do practically)and make no divisions in it) [42:13]

[2] Islam has abrogated all previous religions, and it is the last
religion which Allah chose for humanity. Allah will not accept
anything else from His slavesllah ( ) says:

(And We have sent down to yoO Muhammadr()) the
Book (this Qur'an)n truth, confirming the Scriptures that
came before it and a witness over them[5:48]

Because it is the last religion, Allah has promised to preserve
and guard it from all distortions until the Day of Judgment,
contrary to previous religions which were sent at spetihes

to specific people. Allahl () says:

(Indeed it is We who have sent down the Reminder (i.e

the Quran and Sunnah) and indeed it is We who will
guard and protect it.) [15:9]

The Messenger of Islam, Muhammad) (is the last of all
messengers. No mesager will come after him. AllaH () says:

(Muhammad is not the father of any man among you,
but he is the Messenger of Allah and the last of the
Prophets) [33:40]

This does not mean that Islam does not regard or believe in the
previous messengers or réateons; rather, Jesus () conveyed
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to his people the same message Moses) Conveyed to his
people; and Muhammad ) conveyed the same message which
Jesus | ) conveyed to his people: to worship Allah alone,
while associating no partners with Him.

Muhamma (r ) was the last of prophets and messengers.
Muslims are coomanded to believe in all the messengers and
Divine Scriptures. Whoever rejects any of them commits
disbelief and is not considered a Muslim. Allah ) says:

(Verily, those who disbelieve in Alldd and His
Messangers and wish to make distinction between Allah
and His Messenger s, saying,
rejectother s, 6 and wish to amhkyypt
are in truth di sbelievers) [4:150-151]

[3] The religion of Islam completed and femted the
legislations which came before it. As these religions were meant
only for a specific nation and time, they are not suited for the
present world and times. Islam, a universal and eternaljioel
perfected and completed those aspects which wamged to
past peoples and times, affirming those aspectsbseitor all
times and peoples.lfah ( ) says:

(This day, | have perfected your religion for you,
completed My Favor upon you, and have chosen for you
Islam as your religion) [5:3]

For this rason it is the best religion. Allah | says:

(‘You [Muslims] are the best of peoples ever raised up for
mankind; you enjoin all that Islam has ordained and

forbid all that Islam has forbidden, and you believe in

Allah. And had the People of the Scripture[Jews and

Christians] believed, it would have been better for them;

among them are some who have faith, but most of them
are disobedient and rebellious. [3:110]

[4] Islam is a global religion that addresses all of humanity. It
was not revealed for a speacifrace or class, but rather one in
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which all people are regarded as equal. There is no stigreg

based upon color, language, location, and lineage; rather, it is

based upon specific beliefs which all people sharegikgehem

united. Whoever believesiiAllah as the One and only true

Lord, that Islam is the correct religion and thathdmmad ()

Is the last messenger, he is regarded as a Muslim, irrespective of

race, color or ethnicity. hah (| ) says:

(And We have not sent yoO Muhammadr()) except &
a giver of glad tidings and a warner toall humanity.)
[34:28]

As for the previous messengers, they were sent to themifisp
nations. Allah ( ) says about Noal( ):

(Indeed, We sent Noah to his people[7:59]

About Prophetud, Allah (I ) says:
(And to (the People of)®ad (We sent)their brother

Hood. He sai d: 60 my peopl e!

A

no other gp[@eSbut Hi m! o

AboutSalih Allah (I ) says:
(And to (the People ofirfhamud (We sent)their brother
Salih. He sai d: 6 O my ahb¥oa pavee !
no other GO@E:73ut Hi m! o
AboutLot, Allah (I ) says:
(And (remember)L ot , when he sa)d
[7:80]
AboutS h u ¢Allahlfl ) says:
(And to (the People ofMidian, (We sent}heir brother
S h u &)47i8%]
About Moses, Allahl( ) says:

(Then after them We sent Moses with Our Signs to
Pharaoh and his chiefs. [7:103]

And about Jesus, Allah () says:
19
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(And (remember)when Jesus, son of
Children of Israel! | am the Messenger of Allah unto you
confirming the Torah (whichame)o e f o r e[61]e . O

Due to the fact that Islam is a global religion and that it calls
mankind at large, Allah commands Muslims to convey its
message to the world. Allah § says:

(Thus We have made yoyMuslims], a just and the best
nation, that you be witnesses over mankind, and the
Messenger (Muhammad 1()) be a witness over you.

[2:143]

[5] The legislations and teachings of Islam are from Allah; thus
they are unchangeable. They are unlike human &igiss
which contain mistakes, shortcomings ang aontiruously
influenced by exterior factors, of which are surroundings,
culture, tradition and society. This is something which can be
clearly witnessed at present. Marade legislations and ggms

are unstable, often needing revision and change. Wthtst one
society may not suit another, and what suits one time period
may not suit another. The legislations and systems of a capitalist
society, for example, are not ®able in a communist society.
Anyone who tries to introduce legislations andtemsinto a
particular society must take their particular goals and views into
consideration. Furthermore, a person with more insight and
knowledge may appear, introducingncepts which contradict

or add to the previous legasion.

As for the legislation ofdlam, it is, as we described, of &ide
origin. The one who legislated it is the Creator of all things, the
One who knows what best suits their particular conditions and
what rectifies their affairs. No one, no matter what status and
station he may achve, has the right toppose, change, add, or
omit from this legislation. Bah ( ) says:

(Is it the judgment of (the Days of)ignorance that they
seek? And who is better in judgment than Allah for a
people who have firm belief) [5:50]

20



[6] The religion ofislam is a religion whose texts are general,
making it suitable for all times and places. It has introduced
general principles and teachings which analterable; they are
not influenced by the passage of time or change of locality,
whether they be prinples dealing with belief, such as theiéf

in Allah, His Angels, Books, Messengers, the Last Day, and
Predestination; or primgles of worship, such as the specific
actions of prayer and their timings, the amount to be given in
Zakaah(obligatory charity and to whom it is to be given to, the
time of the obligatory Fast, and the characteristics, time and
reguktions of Hajj.

Every new matter which should appear in the world must be
scrutinized in light of the Qur'an andithentic Sunnah of the
Prophet ) in order that it be given a ruling. If a clear ruling
cannot be taken from the Qur'an and Sunnah of the Praphet (
regarding the issue, the pious, gedring scholars should exert
their effort to derive a textuddased ruling, keeping the
Muslim's inteest in mind, and to esider the conditions of his
age and society. This is done by examining the general meaning
of the verses of the Qur'an and the sayings of the Prophet (
and studying their jusprudential maxims, such as the
following:

1. All things are considered lawful in the religion, unless as
specific or general text renders it to be wrila.

2. Protecting and safeguarding benefits and common
interests of society.

3. Islam is a religion of ease, which seeks to remove all
unnecessary hartgp.

4. Harm must be avoided.

5. Preventing evil by preventing the means through which
it spreads.

6. Dire needs render unlawful things as lawful.

7. Dire needs legalize the unlawful according to the
situation.
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8. Warding harm is given precedencedttaining bedits.

9. If one has no choice but to do one of two evils; he should
do the lesser of the two.

10. Harm should not be warded off with a similar harm.

11. Specific harms should be withheld for the sake of
warding off general harms.

Thereare many other jurisprudential maxims similar to these.
Upon making a textuddased ruling, the scholar should not be
affected by his desires; nor should he utilize it to gain some
personal benefits; he should try his best to benefit society
without opposgig a textual proof, for Islam is suitable for every
age, and fulfills the necessities of everyisoc

[7] There are no prejudices in the religion of Islam. Every item
of its legislation applies to everyone; there is no difference
between the rich andgoor, noble and commoner, ruler and
subject or white and black. Everyone is equal in relation to the
implementation oShari'ahlaw.

During the time of the Prophet | a woman from the clan of
Makhzoonfrom the tribe of theQuraish(the most noble clan of
the most noble tribe) committed theft.

Some of those around him saidWh o wi | | inter
the Messenger of Allah(r )on h er Dthensasadid, ? 0
AWho can be so bold other th
beloved of the Messenger of Allahr() .Usaamah ted

to intercede, but the Prophet)(replied, i Do you try
to intercede in one of the set punishments oflA a h ? 0

He then stood and addressed thernyinsa

RO Peopl e, the thing which d
was that if one of their noble committed atheft, they
did not punish him, but if one of their common folk
stol e, they established Al Il &
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him. By Allah, if Fatimah, the daughter of Muhammad,
committed a theft, | would cut her hand off.’®

[Muslim]

[8] The textual sources dhe religion of Islam are still psent
today in their original forms, free from any omissioddiion,

or substitution. The main sources of the religiongzrh are the
Qur'an and the Smah of the Messenger J.

The Qur'an at present is still in itgiginal form, as it was
revealed to the Prophet Muhammad)(with the same letters,
verses, and chapters. It has not been altered in the least.

The Prophet r() assigned scribes from the best of his
companions to write what had been revealed to him, sash
Al i, Muo6aawi yah ,and Baidabn Thaabit K a
Whenever the Prophet | received revelation, he ordered his
scribes to ecord what was revealed to him, infiing them
exactly in which chapter and verse to place it. The Qur'an was
menorized and peserved in books as well as in the hearts of the
Muslims.

Muslims paid great importance to the Book of Allah. They raced
and competed with each other to learn and teach it, all in order
to receive the reward which the Prophre} promised:

AThe b eos are those who learn the Qur'an and
t e a ¢ hal-Bukharijo [

They spent their time and wealth in order to serve, take care of,
and memorize the Qur'an. The Muslim masses transmitted it
from one generation after the next (keeping in mind that its
memorizaibn and recital is awsidered an act of worship.) The
Prophet( ) said:

AinWhoever recites one | eceieer 0
ten rewards. | Alif hbaamMea e m@®na n t h

7The fixed punishment for stealing in Islam is cutting off the hand.
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|l etter, Alriafsth er ,L a & tiséarletter, Gand
Me e mséd | e tatTemidhip [

The second source of legislation is the Sunnah of the Mgsse

(r ) which acts as an explanation and clarification of the Qur'an.
Allah has protected it from adulteration and all types of
distortion by means of trustworthy and p# scholars who
sacrificed their lives to study tHeadeethsf the Messenger of
Allah (r ) and its chains of narration, invagiting whether they
can actually be attributed to him or not. They looked at each
individual in the chain of narration and resgaad them, sing

if they were pious and trustworthy. They sifted all Hzeleeths
which were nerated from the Prophet § and did not accept
anything except after it was proven authentic. ThHesgeeths
reached us free of any fabrication. Whoever widbesesearch
the methodology employed in the prestion of the Sunnah,
they may refer to the books of the science aflétth. It will
become clear to anyone who researches thence that there is

no doubt conceing the narrations which have reached arsd
they will also realize the great effort made by scholars in the
service of ritShommahPr ophet 6s (

[9] The religion of Islam regards all people as equals in their
nature, whether in regards to sex, color, or language. The first
human who Allah cre@d was Adamuy ). He is the father of all
mankind. He then created from Adam his wife, Eve, the mother
of all humanity, and made them to procreate. In their original
nature and creation, all humans are equal. Allah gays:

(O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you
from a single person(Adam), and from him (Adam) He
created his wife (Eve), and from them both He created
many men and women. And fear Allah through Whom
you demand your mutual [rights], and [do not cut the
relations of] the wombs(kinship).) [4:1]

The Prophetr() said:
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Al ndeed Al | ah Hddferentrtypes ofjprmer o f
[you unjustly felt]during yours days of igrorance before
Islam, and [specifically] the ignorance of taking pride in

your ancestry.[People are either two typg a believer who

fears Allah, or a disbelieving and doomed sinner. All
people are children of Adam, and Adam[was created]

f rom [atdirmidhilo

All previous and future human generations are from thggmyp

of Adam. All humans had one religion andeolanguage, but as
they grew in number, they spread across the earth and inhabited
different lands, the result of which was that theffeded in
color, nature, and spoke differenhg¢mages. This also led them

to differ in their thoughts, lifestyles, afeliefs.

Allah ( ) says:

(Mankind were but one community [i.e. on one @igion],
then they differed (later), and had not it been for a Word
that went forth before from your Lord, it would have
been settled between them regarding what they fdered.)
[10:19]

The teachings of Islam render all people equal, giving no
consideration to their sex, race, language, or nation. All are
equal in front of Allah. They only differ in regards to their
implementtion of the religion of Allah in their lives. AllaH ()
says:
(O mankind! We have created you from a male and a
female, and We made you into nations and tribes so that
you may know one another. Verily, the most honorable of
you in the sight of Allah is he who has the most piety and
God-consciousnes$.[49:13]

According to the equality which is acknowledged in Islam, all
humans are regarded as equal in their freedom, thouglated)
by the religion, so as not to allow animalistic libertying
whatever they please.
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In Islam, all humans are to be guaranteed ¢Heling rights:

A) The freedom to t hink and
encourages its followers to speak the truth and express their
thoughts and opinions, those which are constructive and
focused, without fearing any blame. The Prophétdaid:

A T h et typedfjihad® is a word of truth in the face of
anoppr essi ve r ufAburDavwofl | eader . 0

The Companions of the Messenger of Allah §mplemented
this principle. On c e -Klattaabatne s a
second Caliph,

AFear Al l ah Of Co mma nFddaathen é u | !
interjected and saidf Do you dare tel/l t h
the Faithful Utponf d@aratAl l6dJmia®o
ALeave him and | et him say it
in you if you do not say that to us, and there is no ga in

us i f we do not accept it.o

On other occasion OAIl I judged
hisopni on. When &6 Umar , atthatomewas t
asked about this jugnent, he replied:

Al f I were asked | woul d hav
such 0 When he was asked what stopped him from

ref uting OAI I w Immdnder ofi the Faithfal, t h e
he replied:i | f t hat wer e Hadeethhe QLU
would have refuted him, but it was his opinion, and
opinions can be either right or wrong: no one knws

which opinion holds more truth accordingto Al a h . 0

B) All have the right to own and earn a permissible ilvebd.
Allah (1 ) says:

(And wish not for the things in which Allah has made
some of you to excel others. For men there is reward for

8 Jihad: To strive in the way of Allah so that His Word and Religion
may be made supreme.
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what they have earned,(and likewise)for women there is
reward for what they have earned) [4:32]

C) All have the right to gain knowledge. Islam considers the
seeking of knowledge to be an obligation. The Propgheséid:

ASeeking knowl edge ilBudainmso.bd i
[Ilbn Maajal

D) All have the right to utilize the good and pure thindtalA
has stored in this universe, according to the gunes of the
religion. Allah ( ) says:

(He it is, Who has made the earth subservient to yofi.e.
easy for you to W, to live and to do agriculture on it, etc.)
so walk in the path thereof and eat of His povision, and
to Him will be the Resurrection) [67:15]

E) All have the right to fill the role of leadership in society, with
the condition of course that they hathe necessary skills and
abilities to do so. The Prophet)said:

AWhoever is given some author
acts treacherousli[fhmadi | | enter

Islam considers giving authority to those who are not fit as a
betrayal of the trusigiven to us by Allah, and this is an
indication of the nearness of the destruction of the world and the
advent of the Day of Judgment. The Prophgt<aid:

Al f the trust iI's betrayed, t
Hour." (One of his companions askedji Hw is it

bet rayed O Mes s e nHpeapliedoif WhA&Inl a h
authority is given to those who are not fit, then await the

striki ng of t[&d-BukHamp ur . O

F) Islam has no autonomic spiritual authority with absolute
power like those in other religions. This due to the fact that
Islam abolished the practice of taking intermediariesvéen
Allah and His slaves. Allah condemned the polytheistsaibse

it led them to their worship. AllaH () says:
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(Surely, the religion (i.e. the worship and the obeeénce)
is for Allah only. And those who take protectors, helpers,
and intercessors besides Hin{say) O0We worship
only that they may )pB0:3 ng us n

Allah exposed the reality of these intermediaries, clarifying that
they neither have the abilito bring benefit nor inflict harm, nor
can they suffice themselves in the least. Rather, they are
creatures as those who worship them. Allah $ays:

(Verily, those whom you call upon besides Allah arerdy
slaves like yourselves. So call upon them andt them
answer you if indeed you are truthful) [7:194]

Islam strengthened the notion of a direct relationslepvden
Allah and His slaves. This relationship is built up@hdving in

Him Alone in all respects and turning to Hinrettly in seeking

0 n® Beeds, repentance, help and support, without seeking
mediation from any interssors. If a person commits a sin, he
raises his hands and humbles himself before Allah alone,
seeking forgiveness from Him, whenever and wherever he may
be. Allah ( ) says:

(And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but
afterwar ds seeks Al l ahds Forgi ve
Oft Forgiving, Most Merciful.) [4:110]

There is no clergy in Islam which make things permissible or
impermissible of their own accord. None have the right t
forgive others for the sins they committed against Allah or
regard themselves as Godo6és agen
laws in the religion, changing set statutes of beliefs, forgiving
sin, and granting Paradise to whom they deem fit. The right of
legislation is exclusively for Allah. In explanation of the
following verse:

(They (the Jews and Christians)ok their rabbis and their
monks to be their gods besideslfah.) [9:31]

The Prophetr() said:
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0 T h &he Christians and the Jewdiyl not worship them
(by praying to them, etchut when [the priests and rabbis]
made something permissible for them, they took it to be
permissible, and when they made something
impermissible for them, they also made it
imper mi ssi bl e. o

[at-Tirmidhi]

G) The religion oflslam has given certain rights to every
individual, each according to their different roles in society. This
is to ensure that life carries on smoothly and in the beshena
and that all may take full benefit from the religion.rétds,
children, relatves, neighbors, friends, etc. all have specific
rights mandated for them in Islam. Allah ) says:

(Worship Allah and join none with Him in worship, and
do good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, the poor, the
neighbor who is near of kin, the neighbor who is a
stranger, the companion by your side, the wayfarer[you
meet] and those[slaves]whom your right hands possess.
Verily, Allah does not like such as are proud and
boastful.) [4:36]

The Prophetr() said:

ADo not envy each otherferado n
higher price if you are not intending to buy it, do not hate

each other, do not turn your backs on each othefby

cutting ties) and let not one of you offer to sell something

for a lesser price when he knows that his brother is about

to strike a ded. Rather, be slaves of Allah and be
brothers. The Muslim is the brother of amother Muslim;

he is not unjust to him, and he does not betray him,
deceive him, nor belittle him. Piety and God
consci O0us n eeirding itoshis heart thriced | t i s
enoudh evil that a person belittles his Muslim brother. It

is prohibited to transgress against a Md i mé s bl oc¢
weal t h, a[Mdslismjonor . o
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The Prophetr() also said:

ANone of you ntilhaldves foblaslbiottev e s U

what he | ovela-Bdklwagq hi msel f . o

Even those who show enmity to Islam have rigiiflsu Azeez
bin Umairthe brotheroMu s 6 ab bgaid: Umai r

A was taken c ap Badv Ehe Prophet h

e l

(r)said: 6 Treat t he plrwas amomgsta we |

group of the Ansaar®, and when they ate their lunch and
dinner, they themselves would eat dates while they would
feed me bread’due to what the Prophet(r) ordered
t h e fat-Tabaraan]

The religion of Islam even gave animals certain rights as

well.

When the Prophetr () passed by ammaciated camel due to
hunger, he said:

AFear All ah in regards to
which can not speak their will. If you ride them, then
treat them accodingly (by making them strong and fit for
that) and if you eat them, then treat them acaalingly (by
making them fat and healthy)pAbu Dawoodl

tf

Islam legislates certain rights which individuals must give to a
group, and other rights which a group must offer to an
individual. The individual should keep the interest of the group

in mind, and tk group should keep the interest of the individu
in mind. The Propher () said:

AThe believers are | i k(bricka

al

s ol

strengt he n sandttherehe oldsfeé his hands and

intertwined his fingers.[al-Bukhari

9 Ansaar: Literally, the 'Helpers' . The Muslims of Madinah who
received the Prophet and His companions from Makkah.
10 The arabs relied on dates when there was nothing else to eat.
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When the two intersts are in opposition, the interest of the
group should be upheld over the interest of the individual; for
example, a house which is about to collapse should be
demdished because it may harm those who pass by it, and the
owner should be reimbursed.

[10] Islam is the religion of mercy, love andnapassion, and it
forbids harshness. The Prophe) aid:

A T h e-Médiful shows mercy to those who show mercy.
Show mercy to those on Earth, and you will be shown
mercy by the One above the heavens. The womis
derived from My name Ar-Rahman Whoever mantains
its ties [of kinship], Allah will continue to have mercy on
him, but whoever severs its ties, he will be gered from
Al | ah 6 s [ati@rmighi} . O

Mercy in the religion of Islam is not confined to humara¢her,
mercy is shown to animals as well. A woman entered Hellfire
because she tortured her cat. The Prophes4id:

AA woman was puni shed due to
until it died, so she entered Hellfire on account of that.

She did not feed it ror give it drink; she locked it up, and

did not set it free to eat the insectgéand other things)f the

e ar t [al-Bakhari

Showing kindness and mercy to animals is a means ofiegter
Paradise. The Prophet) said:

AOnce a man was tiressdamndiegamd o S
very thirsty. He came across a well and @scended into it
and drank from it. [When he came outhe saw a dog
panting and rolling his mouth in dirt [in search of \ater]
due to thirst. The man said,
was . 0 d&oendbdpnce again]filed his boot with
water and gave water to the dog[Due to that]Allah
revarded him by f or gOne ofrihgse hi m
around the Prophet § said,i O Messenger of ;
we be rewarded on account of our weltreatment of
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anima | He epliedfi Ye s i n dtaeswelttreabremt
of] every fresh liver (living thing) you will receive
rew a r dal-Bukhari

If this is the mercy Islam shows to animals, what is the status of
mercy that it shows to humans, a creature Allah graferred
and honored over all other etares? Allah [ ) says:

(And indeed We have honored the Children of Adam,
and We have carried them on land and sea, and have
provided them with all lawful good things, and have
preferred them above many of those whm We have
created with a marked preference). [17:70]

[11] Islam does not allow celibacy, monasticism, and the
rejection of lawful worldly joys. The Prophet | said:

ADo not make things hard upon
will be made hard for you, for indeed a people made
things hard on themselves and Allah made things hard
upon them, and this is what is left of them from their
pl aces of wor dieneecded the verseme s . 0

(But the monasticism which they invented for
themselves, We did not presibe for them, but [they
sought itjonly to please Allah therewith, but that they
(11Ilid not observe it with the right observance. [57:27]

The Prophetr() said:

AEat , dri nk, and gi ve xee$sesr i ty
or pride and vanity. Indeed Allah loves to see the traces
of His bountifadaakiml Hi s sl ave.

At the same time, Islam does not permit a person to indulge in
this materialistic life or engross himself in its desires and
entertainments without any gutines. Rather, it is a religion of

11 Abu Dawood .

32



moder ateness which balances t
world and the next, making each complimentary to the other.

It orders that a person balance between the regaimts of his
body and soul. For example, when a Muslim is busyycagr
out the equirements of his daily life, it orders him to renieer
the requirements of his soul through worshiglaA( ) says:

(O you who believe! When the call is proclaimed for the
prayer on the day of Friday, come to the remembrance of
Allah and leave off bushess[and every other thingthat is
better for you if you did but know!) [62:9]

Furthermore, when a Muslim is busy seeking his livelihood, it
reminds him not to disregard his material needs an@rsarste.
Allah (I ) says:

(Then when the [Friday] prayer is finished, you may

disperse through the land, and seek the Bounty of lfh

(by working, etc.). [62:10]

Islam praises those who gather the good of both aspetah A
(I ) says:
(Men whom neither trade nor sale diverts them from the
Remembrance of Allah, o from performing the prayers,
nor from giving obligatory charity. They fear a Day when
hearts and eyes will be overturnedfrom the horror of the
torment of the Day of Resurrection]24:37]

Islam has preserved the rights of the soul, body and intelfect
allocated in theShari'ah which is not extreme in any
perspective. The Muslim is charged with safeguarding himself
and taking into account everything he does, as is clarified by the
words of Allah:

(So whosoever does good equal to the weight of aat,
shall see it. And whosoever does evil equal to the weight
of an atom, shall see i}. [99:7-8]
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He should not deny his body the lawful worldly pleasures,
whether foods, drink, clothing, marriage, or workilalk ( )
says:
(Say [O Muhammad 1()]: 0 Wh o orliiddes thd
adoration with clothes given by Allah, which He has
produced for his slaves, and all kinds of good and pure
things of His Sustenance)?[7:32]

Islam has only forbidden filthy and harmful things, whether they
cause harm to the minds, bodies, leaor socety; for the
human soul was created by Allah X, and He made them
successors on the earth in order to worship Him andemggit

His legislations. No one has the right testloy or bring these
things to an end, except if Islam grants him tightr Allah
created a stable and complete body for this soul so that it may
fulfill the commandments of Allah inegards to worship, rights,
and other obligations, as well as to develop this worldahA

(I ) says:
(Verily, We created man of the best statre.) [95:4]

Due to this reason, AllaH () ordered us to safeguard and take
care of this body in accordance to the guidelines set in the
Religion. Therefore, Islam has legislated the faling:

A) Purification: Allah ( ) says:

(Truly, Allah loves those whoconstantly turn unto Him

in repentance and loves those who purify themselvgs.

[2:222]
Allah has made ablution a condition for the validity of the
prayer which a Muslim establishes five times a day. The Prophet
(r ) said:

A No Prayer S a c ificatpprt, erdd novi t h c

charity is accepted from earnings made from

impermiss i bl e dMuslimces . 0

Allah (1 ) also ordered that one take a complete bath aftelate
discharge or intercourse, as in His)(words:
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(And if you have had sexual discharge, then puiy
your self by bathing your whole body) [5:6]

Allah has made having a complete bath highly condakle
when peforming congregational worship, such as the Friday
Prayer, celebrations af E,iaddHajj and6 birah (the greater
and lesser pilgrimages).

B) Maintaining hygiene, which is done through the faliog:

1. Washing oneds hands bdedihgor e
oneds mouth aftem)samati ng. TI

AAfter eating food,eweeh one
his teeth, let him remove it, and if one of yo finds

some leftover in his mouth, let him swallow it.
Whoever does that, does what is better and good,

and whoever does not, t he
[Abu Dawoodl

2. Maintaining cleanliness of the mouth and teeth. The
Messeger of Allah ¢ ) said:

AHad I been nfar tthe fact that | would
oveburden my nation, | would have ordered
them to to use thesiwak (tooth-stick)before every
Prayer . o

[al-Bukhari& Muslim]

3. Cleaning the places that may become a breeding ground
for germs and filth. The Messenger of Allah) said:

AThere are five acts whic
nature with which Allah created man:
circumcision, shaving of the pubic hair, plucking

the hair of the armpits, shortening the moustache,

and cl i ppi fagBukhdwrie nai |l s. 0O

4. Eating and drinking oml those things which are pure,
lawful and wholesome. AllaH () says:
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(O you who believe! Eat of the good and lawful
things that We have provided you with, and be
grateful to Allah, if it is indeed He Whom you
worship.) [2:172]

The religion has laid out gdelines by which one can
enjoy good and pure things in a way such that it maintains
moderateness without going into excess, since it would be
detrimental to health. llah ( ) says:

(éand eat and drink but
extravagance, certainly He(Allah) lik es not those
who waste by extraagance) [7:31]

The Prophetr() explained how one should eat, saying:

A Ma n does not fill a Ve ¢
stomach. It is enough for the child of Adam that

he takes a few bites which will straighten his back.

If you must [eat morelthen a third [of the stomach

should be allottedior food, a third for water, and

a third f olatTiomidai& ibiMaaja]. o

Islam has prohibited consuming anything filthy or

impure, whether it is food or drink, such as carrion,
blood swine, intoxicants, drugs, or cigarettes. One must
preserve their health. AllaH () says:

(He has forbidden you only carrion and blood,
and the flesh of swine, and that which is
slaughtered as a sarifice for other than Allah.
But if one is forced by neessity without willful
disobedence or transgressing due limits, then
there is no sin on him. Truly, Allah is Oft
Forgiving, Most Merciful.) [2:173]

Allah (I ) also says:

(O you who believe! Intoxicants, gambling,al-
ansaah and al-azlaam (arrows for seekig luck or
decision) ar e an abominati on
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handiwork. So avoid strictly all that [abomination]
in order that you may be successful. Satan wants
only to excite enmity and hatred between you with
intoxicants and gambling, and hinder you from
the rememnbrance of Allah and from the prayer.
So, will you not then dstain?) [5:90-1]

6. Taking part in beneficial sports, such as wrestling. The
Prophet ) himself once wrestled a man named
Rakaanah[al-Haakin]

Other beneficial sports include swimming, horseback
rd ng, and ar c hkdattgab( )othémeond i b |
Caliph and one of the closest companions of the Prophet
(r ), said:
ATeach your chil dren arch
horse riding. o

7. Seeking cure upon falling ill. The Prophet)(said:

Al ndeed Atrdatedjdisdases as well as
cures. For every disease there is a cure, but do not
seek cureinthepoh i b i fAbudDaveoodl

8. It orders that we establish worship. Acts of worship
nourish the soul. A soul that is not nourished with acts of
worship is one iragony. Alah ( ) says:

(Those who believe and whose hearts find rest in
the remembrance of Allah, Verily, in the
remembrance of Allah do hearts find res) [13:28]

Islam considers neglecting the needs of the body and
derying it its right; such as rest, miiton, and marriage a sin.
Anas bin Malik(t ) said:

AThree people came to the houses of the wives of the
Prophet ( ) asking about the worship of the Proptre}. (
When they were informed, they thought it was
insufficient for them and saidfi Wh o ar e we
comparison to the Prophet(r ) for indeed Allah has

37



forgiven him his aesdf themnd f

said,in As f or me , I wi | |Angtheray t
sad,il will fast eveandythedthey wi
said, i | wi || stay away evérr om

ma r r YVhe Messenger of Allahr ( came [and when

he heard this, he] saihb, Ar e you the peop
such and such? As for me, by Allah, indeed | am the

most feaing of Allah and pious amongst you, yet |

fast and eat, | pray and sleep and | marry vemen.
Whoever desires other than my Sunnah is not from

me . 0 [al-Bukhari

[12] Islam is a Religion which encourages people to seek
knowledge. Alah ( ) says:

(Say: Are those who know equal to those who know
not?) [39:9]

It dispraises ignorance arie ignorant. Allahl( ) mentions in
the Qur'an that Moses said:

(1 seek refuge in Allah from being among the ignorant
and foolish) [2:67]

There are certain types of knowledge which are mandatory upon
every Muslim to learn; this knowledge relates to thesiMn's
daily life, worldly and religious affairs. Other types of
knowledge are considered a collective duty (i.e. if some learn it,
the sin of not learning would not encompass the entire society).

Allah did not order His Prophet | to desire more of athing
in this life except knowledge.lRh ( ) says:

(éand say: My Lor d! |l ncy ease
[20:114]

Islam gives high regard to scholars and gaining kadge. The
Prophet( ) said:

AHe i s not from my foll owers:
his elders,nor shows mercy to the young, nor gives due
right to [a&Tirmidhjol ar . o
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Islam has given scholars an honored status. The Prophet (
said:

AThe excellence of a schol ar
excell ence oveifatTirighi] | east of

In order to spread knowledge and encourage that it be sought,
Islam has considered seeking, learning, and teachingl&dges

a type of striving for which a person receivegard and a path
which leads to Paradise. The Propmet gaid:

AWhoever s egekissconkideredvtb bedidihad
unt i | he[atTienidkir ns . 0

He ( ) also said:

AWhoever treads a path seeki
make easy for him a path to Paradise. No group of people
gather in a Masjid to recite the Book of Allah and study

it, except that peace and tranquility descend upon them,

they are enveloped in mercy, the angels surround them,

and Allah mentions them to those present with Him.
Whoever 6 s de e ffrem attainey Raradisdjis i m
lineage would be of no benefit to himjon the Day of
Judgment] fMuslim|

Islam not only encourages seeking religious knowledgher,

it encourages learning all beneficial knowledge. This is
considered a collective duty upon the Muslim nation and
considers it an act of worship. Allah () says:

(See you not that Allah sends down waterain) from the
sky, and We produce therewith fruits of varying colors,
and among the mountains are streaks white and red, of
varying colors and (others)very black, And of men and
moving living creatures, and catte, in like manner of
various colors. It is only those who have knowledge
among His slaves that fear Allah. Verily, Allah is Alt
Mighty, Oft -Forgiving.) [35:27-28]
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These verses call mankind tongler and think; which in turn
would lead them to affirm thexestence of a creator whoeated

all things, it also tells us to benefit from all that Allah has placed
in the universe. There is no doubt that those who are called to
think in these verses are not the scholars of thgioalialone;
rather, it includeschdars in other fields who have the ability to
discover the secrets Allah has stored in thivense.

For example, one learns how clouds are formed and rain falls
through chemistry and physics. Similarly, one learns how plants,
fruits and crops grow tbugh the knowledge of agulture, one
learns about mountains through bEgy, and one learns about
the forms of humans and animals throughegégy.

[13] The religion of Islam encourages people to constantly
review their deeds and actions. This in twauses Muslims to
strive and do their utmost and stay away from everything which
angers Alah (1 ).

Muslims know well that Allah sees them and knows what they
do, so they do what they are ordered and refrain from the
unlawful. When a Muslim refrains frontheft, he does so on
account of his fear of Allah, not because he fears humgas |
harmonizes man's outward and inward actionahd] ) says:

(And if you speak aloud, then verily, He knows theecret

and that which is even more hidden.) [20:7]
ProphetMuhammad () describedhsaart?as:

Aéto worship All ah as though

you do not see HiakBukhd&rior He se
Keeping oneb6s actions and dee
following beliefs:

A) The belief that Allah is the oplOne Who deserves to be
worshipped. He is perfect in all aspects; He knows all of what

12lhsaan: The level a person reaches when his deeds are done
perfectly for Allah alone, knowing that He is watching him.
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takes place in this universe, and nothing occurs except if He
wills it. Allah ( ) says:

(He knows what goes into the earth and what comes
forth from it, what descends fom the heaven and what
ascends thereto. And He is with you (by his knowledge)
wherever you may be. And Allah is the AHSeer of what
you do) [57:4]

His knowledge surpasses material and tangible things. He knows
the sentiments and whisperings of the sallah (I ) says:

(And indeed We have created man, and We know what
his own self whispers to him. And We are nearer to him
(by Our knowledge) than his Jugular vein) [50:16]

B) To believe that Allah will resuect all people on the Day of
Judgment. Allahl() says:

(The disbelievers pretend that they will never be
resurrected. Say: Yes! By my Lord, you will certainly be
resurrected, then you will be informed of what you did,
and that is easy for Allah) [64:7]

C) To believe that each individual shall be hattountable for
all that he has done. Allah { says:

(and no bearer of burdens st
anot h £[6:1648]

Every person shall be held accountable before Allah for
evelything they did or said, no matter how minute these actions
may seempoth good and evil. They will be rewarded for their
good deeds, punished for their sins. Allah 6ays:

(So whosoever does good equal to the weight of a small
ant shall see it. And whosoever does evil equal to the
weight of a small ant shall see if [99:7-8]

D) The obedience of Allah and His Messenger must be given
priority over everything. Allahl() says:
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(Say: If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your

wives, your kindred, the wealth that you have gained, the
commerce in which you fear a decline, red the dwellings
inwhichyouded i ght € are dearer to vy
His Messenger, and striving hard in His Cause, then wait

until Allah brings about His Decision (punishment) And

Allah guides not the people who are obstinate in their
rebelliousness ad sinfulness) [9:24]

[14] In Islam, rewards of good deeds are multiplied, while the
recompense of evil deeds is not. Allah)(says:

(Whoever brings a good deed shall have ten times the
like thereof to his credit, and whoever brings an evil deed
shall have only the recompense of the like thereof.
[6:160]

A person is rewarded for merelgténding to do good, even if
they do not follow up that intention with action. Furtinere, if

a Muslim ntends to do an evil deed but does not do it out of fear
of Allah, they will be rewarded as well, for they left it for
Al |l ah6s s ak e).merfidned thatiahgaidé t  (

Alf My sl ave intends to do an
evil deed until he does it. If he does, do not record it
except as one sin, and ihe leaves it for My sake, record

for him one good deed. If he intends to do any deed of
righteousness but does not do it, record for him one good

deed. If he does it, then record for him the like of that
deed up to sevefa-Bakharidr ed t i me

Moreover, fulfilling the soul 0¢
act of worship, if the person
intends to eat and drink in order to keep his body healthy, or to

earn a living and provide for his family and other dejaerts,

13 This type of narration is called Hadeeth Qudsi : a Hadeeth in which
the Prophet (r ) narrates from Allah (1 ) in the first person (1).
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this will be considered an act of worship and he will be
rewarded on account of it. The Prophe) Gaid:

Al f a person spends on his f
Al l ah, it wildl b fal-Bukh&ie char it

All deeds that a Muslim does, even keepéngood intetion, is
considered a charity. The Prophet said:

n' Every Musl i m mu s They g(lisv e 1
Companions) said:6 An d i f they have n
charit yHempligagdd & shoul d wor k wi
benef i ti ng hi msel fTheysaldé finde i ¢ h &
i's unHebkdd®dle should help a sul
nee dhey said:6 | f he Heasaihh@iH& . shoul
enfj oi n t hTheygawl6 And i f hde Hdeo essain
60He should avoid evil, and t
[al-Bukhari]

[15] In Islam, if one commits a sin, then trugpents, making a
firm commitment not to return to it, the evil deed which was
recorded is replaced with a good ondaA (| ) says:

(And those who invoke not any other god along with
Allah, nor kill such life as Allah has forbidden, except for
just cause, nor commit illegal sexual intercourse;
whoever does this shall receive punishment. He will
repeaedly face the torment on the Day of Resurrection,
and he will abide therein in disgrace. Except thee who
repent and believe and do righteous deeds, for those,
Allah will change their sins into good deeds, and Allah is
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) [25:68-70]

This is in regards to the rights of Allah. As for the rights of
people, they must be retuth@nd forgieness must be sought
from them if their rights were transgressed.

Islam addresses the intellect of the sinner and rids them of their
confusion by allowing them to repent and abandon that sin.
Allah () says:
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(Say: O My slaves who have transgreed against
themselves(by committing evil deeds and sind)espair
not of the Mercy of Allah, verily Allah forgives all sins.
Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.) [39:53]

The religion of Islam has made the path to repentance easy.
Allah ( ) says:

(And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but
afterwar ds seeks All ahds Forgi ve
Oft Forgiving, Most Merciful.) [4:110]

This is in regards to Muslims. As for ndmuslims who have
accepted Islam, they will be given their reward in doutles to
their belief in their messengers as well as their belief in
Muhammad ¢ ). Allah (I ) says:

(Those to whom We gave the Scripture before it, they

believe in it (the Qur'an) And when it is recited to them,

they say: 6We belthedrmtrefromaour i t .
Lord. Indeed even before it we have been from those who
submit themselves to All ah ir
will be given their reward twice over, because they are

patient, and repel evil with good, and spendin chaity)

out of what We have provided them) [28:52-4]

In addition to this, Allah effaces all the sins they did before
accepting IslambAaMenaméA mro i da
he made a condition that Allah would forgive all his sins. Upon
that, the Prophet () said:

ADdn you know t halthe dins bna did] e f f
bef or [Muslinf ? 0

16] The Religion of Islam guarantees that its followers
continuously receive the rewards for their good deeds they
performed in their worldly liveseven after they pass away. The
Prophet ¢ ) said:

OWhen a person dies, he cease
his [good] deeds except for three: a charity which
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continues to benefit people after his death, beneficial
knowledge, and a pious child who supplicates to Allah for
h i m{Mudslim|

The Prophetr() also said:

oWhoever cal | s pe(gopdaet)hetwvall a g
receive rewards equal to the rewards of those who do

that act, while their rewards is not lessened. Whoever

calls people to a misguidancdevil act), he receives sin

equal to the sins of those who do that act, while their sins

are not lessened.[Muslim]

This is one of the reasons why a Muslim tries his bes#ftom

and rectify the wrongs of his society, by doing good deeds,
promoting righteousness, and fighting evil and mag people
from it.

[17] Islam is a religion which respects one's intellect and
thought, and has called man to use them appropriately. Allah
(I ) says:
(Verily, in the heavens and the earth are signs for the
believers. And in your creation, and what He scdered
(through the earthdf moving (living) creatures are signs
for people who have Faith with certainty. And in the
alternation of night and day, and the provision(rain) that
Allah sends down from the sky, and revives therewith the
earth after its death, and in the turning about of the
winds, are signs for a people who undstand. [45:3-5]

Many verses in the Qur'an address the intellect and esg®u
the person to think. Many times, Allah says in the Qui(&u
they not unde stand?, (Do they not reflect?), (Do they not
think and ponder?) Although this importance has been given
to the intellect, Islam limits the circumstances in which it should
be used. One should only use it to comprehend ipalys
tangible things, not matters pertaining to the unseerid, for
this is Utile and a waste of energy.
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One of the apparent ways that Islam respects unadulterated
intellect is that it reprimands those who blindly follow others
without knowledge, or guidance. Allah | says:

(When it is said to them: Follow what Allah has sent
down. They say: Nay! We shall follow what we found our
fathers following. Even though their fathers did not
understand arything nor were they guided? [2:170]

[18] The Religion of Islam conforms tétrah: the natural
disposition of man wth which Allah created him. Therefore,
Islam does not contradict the man's natuidalA\( ) says:

(é Al | d&itrdh gi.e. Islamic Monotheismyvith which He
has created mankind. No change let there be in the
[religion of Allah] that is the straight Religion but most
men know not) [30:30]

This fitrah can sometimes be tainted by external factors, thus
causing it to deviate from its correct path. The Prophgséid:

ANO newborn i s bor fitrahebutchesp t 0
parents make him a Christian,aJew,p0 a Zor oastr
[al-Bukhari]

It is the religion which leads to the Straight Path. All&h) (
says:
(Say[O Muhammad 1()]: Truly, my Lord has guided me
to a Straight Path, a right Religion, the Religion of
Abraham, who turned away from all false religions,and
he was not among those who associated partners with
Allah.) [6:161]

Nothing in Islam contradicts one's unadulterated intellettter,
sound intellect attests to the truth, suitability, andebenf the
teachings of Islam. All its commandments gdhikitions are

just. Islam does not command anything except for an absolute or
relative benefit. Likewise, it has forbidden things due to the fact
they are evil, or because its eviltaeighs its good. This fact
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becomes clear when one ponders the Quarathadeethf the
Messengerr().

[19] Islam liberated humans from worshipping creatures to the
exclusion of Allah or along with Allah, whether those obgeaf
worship are Prophets, Angels, or anything else, to wapsig
Allah alone. This is achieved/lestablishing the fact that no one
can extend benefit, ward harm, or provide sustema@xcept
Allah. Allah ( ) says:

(Yet they have taken besides Him other deities that
created nothing but rather are themselves created, and
do not possess the ability tmeither harm nor benefit for
themselves, and possess no pow@f causing)death, nor
(of giving) life, nor of raising the dead) [25:3]

All matters are in the Hands oflah. Allah ( ) says:

(And if Allah touches you with harm, there is none who
can remow it but He; and if He intends any good for you,
there is none who can repel His Favor which He grants to
whomsoever of His slaves He wills[10:107]

This applies to the Messenger of Allah)(as well, irrespective
of his status with Allah. If it applie® him, then it necessarily
applies to others as well. Allah § says:

(Say[O Muhammad()]: | possess no power of benefit or
harm to myself except as Allah wills. If I had the
knowledge of the Unseen, | would have secured for
myself an abundance of wealt, and no evil would have
touched me. | am but a warner and a bringer of glad
tidings unto people who Blieve) [7:188]

Islam has liberated and relieved man from stress, fear and
confusion by resolving its causes; for example:

Allah has relieved humans frothe fear of death by stating that
it is in inevitable fact in His Hands.llah ( ) says:

(And no person can ever die e
at an appointed term) [3:145]
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However much man tries trcomef | e
him. Allah ( ) says:

(Say (to them) Verily, the death from which you flee will
surely meet you) [62:8]

Allah (I ) has freed humans from the fear of poverty and
destitution. He says:

(And no (moving)living creature is there on earth but its
provision is due from Allah. And He knows its dweling
place and its deposit(in the uterus, grave, etcAll is in a
Clear Book.) [11:6]

As for the fear disease and other afflictions, Allal) éays:

(No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves but is
inscribed in the Book of Decees, before We bring it into
existence. Verily, that is easy for AllahIin order that you
may not be sad over matters that you fail to obtain, nor
rejoice because of that which has been given to you. And
Allah likes not prideful boasters) [57:22]

About harm from anything of the creation, the Messenger of
Allah () said:

ASafeguard yourselves from t|
Allah, and Allah will safeguard you. Safeguard
yourselves from transgressing the limits of Allah, and
Allah will guide you and safegard you from the
hardships of this world and the Hereafter. Be mindful of
Allah in times of ease, and He will remember you in times
of (your) hardship. If you ask, ask Allah, and if you seek
help, seek help from Allah. All that will take place has
been reorded. If people try to extend you any benefit
which Allah has not ordained for you, they will never be
able to. And if people try to harm you with something
which Allah has not ordained for you, they will never be
able to. If you are capable of bearing pgently with
certainty, then do so. If you cannot, bear patiently, for
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doing so over things you dislike leads to much good.
Know that victory is achieved through patience, and that
after anguish comes relief, and with hardship comes
ease. 0

[al-Haakim

[20] Islam is a religion which enjoins moderateness, both in
religious and worldly matters. AllaH () says:

(Thus We have made yoyMuslims] a just and bdanced
nation, that you be witnesses over mankind, and the
Messenger (Muhammad 1()) be a witness ove you.)
[2:143]

It is a religion of ease. The Prophef) (said:

AAll ah did not send me iMate mak
and inflexible; rather, [he sent me] as a teacher and to
make t hi fMuslimeasy. 0

Its teachings enjoin Muslims to try to make u8n easy
whenever possible. The Msenger of Allahr() said:

A Gi v e -tidojgs,aahd do not make things hard for
people ; rather make things easy and do not make things
h ar fMusim]

It is a Religion of tolerance and kindness. A'ishah the wife of
the Pophet ¢ ) said that a group of Jews came to the Magse
of Allah (r ) and said:

ADeat h be AlghahnrepfedfiuAndd upon yo
death and®hesaidighe. Messenfer of
said, OEasy O A'ishah. I ndeed
matter s . A | said, i r ) did yos moh g e r
hear what they said?n (The M
repl i ed, o0l already RlBukdarl 6 And

It is a Religion which seeks the w&leing of all people. The
Prophet( ) said:
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AThe b eeinthemsighd gl Allah are those who bring
the most benefit to others. The best deeds in the sight of
Allah are those which bring joy to another Muslim, bring
him some relief, pay off a debt, or satiate ot her 6s
hunger. That | walk with a Muslim in fulfi lling his need
is more beloved to me than if | seclude myself in devotion
in a Masjid for a month. Whoever restrains his anger,
Allah will keep his private affairs hidden. Whoever
suppresses his rage when he is able to take veagce,
Allah will fill his h eart with pleasure on the Day of
Resurrection. Whoever walks with his Muslim brother to
fulfill his needs until he fulfills it, Allah will make his feet

firm on a day in which ©peopl
manners spoil oneds de.efdts as
Tabaraan]

It is a religion of moderateness not of hardshigaliA( ) says:

(Allah burdens not a person beyond his scope. He will
recieve reward for that (good)which he has earned, and
he will be punished for that(evil) which he has earned.
[2:286]

All the commandments of Islam are built upon this pple
The Prophetr() said:

AWhatever | have prohi ktavared vy
| have ordered you, do as much of it as possible, for
indeed those before you were destroyed due to their
persite nt questioning and differ
[Muslim|

The best evidence for this is the story of the Companion who
came to the Messenger of Allah)(and said:

A' O Messeng6@il amfdestioyet!'aHe said,
'‘What is wrong with you?' The Conpanion said,l had
intercourse with my wife while | was fasting." The
Messeager of Allah ¢ ) said,Are you able to free a slave?'
He replied in the negative. The Messenger of Allahr ()
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said," Are you able to fast for two consecutive months?'

He replied in the negative. The Messenger of Allahr ()
said,’ Are you able tofeed sixty poor people?' He replied

in the negative.The Prophetr() waited a while, and when
we were in that same state, a person came by with a
container of dates, a container of theetypoven from date

palms. He (the Messenger) said, 6 Wher e i s
guest i dohe eman?dpliedp | densaid,6 Take t hi
and give it as chai t $a tldle man said) Sh al | I gi v

charity to someone poorer than me O Messenger of Allah

(r )? By Allah, there is no family in Medina poorer than

my f a mhelPypphétr() laughed [smiled] until his teeth
showed and saidh Fe ed y oual-Bukhanf | yv. 6 0

All commandments and acts of worship in Islam have been

|l egi sl ated accor di ngersdanos naverper
overburdened. A Muslim may even be excused from parfay

these commandments and acts of worship, as is rated in

the fdlowing cases:

a. One of the pillars of prayer is to perform it while in a ditag
position if one is able tado so. If a Muslim cannot perform it
while standing up, they may do so whil&isg, and if they are
not able, they may perform it while lying down on their sides. If
they cannot even do that, they can perform it througtuggs.

b. If a person doesonh have the minimum required amount of
money in his possession, he does not have to offer theatminlig
charity (Zakaah). On the contrary, if the person is needy or poor,
he is to be allotted a share of the Zakaah.

c. Muslims are excused from fastinghiy are sick. Women are
also excused if they are pregnant, or if they are expmnign
their menstrual griods or pos{partum bleeding.

d. One is excused from performing Hajj if they are not able
physgcally or financially. Allah [ ) says:
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(And the performing of Hajj to the House [Kaaba]is a
duty that mankind owes to Allah, those who have the
ability.) [3:97]

If a person fears that he will die out of hunger, it is peniigs
for him, according to his need, to eat and drink thingsnady
forbidden, sulk as pork and wine. Allah () says:

(But if one is forced by necessity without willful
disobedience nor transgressing due hits, then there is
no sin on him) [2:173]

[21] The Religion of Islam respects all divine religions in their
unadulterated formsna obliges Malims to believe in them and
to love and respect the messengers which brought thdah A
(I ) says:
(Verily, those who disbelieve in Allah and His
Messangers and wish to make distinction between Allah
and His Messenger s ssanyeibntg , 0
rejectother s, 6 and wi sh ewveen)adopt a
N

|l sl am forbids a Muslim f giomm i
Allah (I ) says:
(And insult not those whom they (the dsbelievers)

worship besides Allah, lest they insult Allah wrongfully
without knowledge) [6:108]

Rather, it commands one to discuss and argue with the
disbelievers in a good, wise, and kind manner. Allah 6ays:

(Invite to the path of your Lord with wisdom and fair
preaching, and argue with them in a way that is better.
Truly, your Lord knows best who has gone astray from
His Path, and He is the Best Aware of those who are
guided.) [16:125]

It calls a person to pursue purposeful dialogue which would
unite people upon the divine methodology. All&h) (says:
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(Say: O people of the Scripture(Jews and Christians)

Come to a word that is just between us and you, that we
worship none but Allah, and that we associate no
partners with Him, and that none of us shh take others

as gods besides All ah. Then,
witness that W64are Musl i ms. 0O

[22] Islam is a Religion of peace in the truest form; whether this
Is within society, as the Prophet)(said:

AShall 1 tell eveltis?wpasonawitht r u e
whom others entrust their money and lives. A Mglim is

him whom people are safe from(the evils of)his hands

and tongue. A trueMujaahid (fighter in the path of Allah)

is he who strives to obey Allah. Thé/uhaajir (is one who
abando ns s i n fAbnhad &hn Hibbaaj

eéor on the gl obal | e v kng mutualh i c |
relationships between Muslim and nbluslim societies based
upon noraggression,. Allahl () says:

(O you who believe! Enter perfectly in Islam, and follav
not the footsteps of Satan. Verily! He is to you a clear
enemy.) [2:208]

Islam orders Muslims to resist aggression and to stop
transgression. Allahl( ) says:

(Then whoever transgresses against you, transgress
likewise against them) [2:194]

In order to asure that peace prevails, Islam has ordered
Muslims in times of battle to accept an armistice and stop
fighting if the enemy asks for such. Allah Y says:

(But if they incline to peace, then you also incline to it,
and (put your)trust in Allah. Verily, He is the All-Hearer,
the All-Knower.) [8:61]

14 A level of faith higher than that of a Muslim.
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Although Islam is keen on maintaining peace, it does seek it at
the cost of Muslim's honor or their humiliation. On thetcary,
it orders Muslims to maintain peace as well as their honor. Allah
(I ) says:

(Sobe not weak and ask not for peacéfrom the eemies

of Islam) while you have the upper hand. Allah is with

you and He will never decrease the reward of your good
deeds) [47:35]

[23] There is no compulsion in the religion of Islam, such that
people must ebrace it. People should only embrace it if they
are caovinced. Coercion is not a means to spread Islam and its
teadings. Allah ( ) says:

(There is no compulsion in Religion. Verily, the Right
(Path of)guidance has become distinct from the wrong
path.) [2:256]

Faith and Guidance are in the Hands of Allah. Alla) ¢éays:

(And had your Lord willed, those on earth would have
believed, all of them together. So will you then compel
mankind until they become believersy [10:99]

[24] From the distinguishing feates of Islam is that itlws
those who oppose them from the People of the Book uigza
their religions. Abu Bakrt( ) said:

AYou wi || pass by S o0ome peor
themselves to monasteries. Leave them and that to which
they have devoted therm e | v[a-Fabai]

They are also given the freedom to eat and drink what their
religions allow them. Their swine are not to be killed nor are
their intoxicants to be spilled. In civil affairs such as marriage,
divorce, financial dealings, they have thheedom to abide by
the legisétions of their religions according to the conditions and
guidelines Islam has established.
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[25] Islam encourages Muslims to emancipate slaves and has
promised a great reward for those who do so, and it is a means
to ParadiseThe Prophetr() said:

AWhoever frees a sl ave, Al | ah
owner 6s body] which he frees
the Hell fire (mea[Mushng hi s who

Islam has legalized only one way through which a person may
be bound to lavery, which is to be taken captive in times of
war. This is allowed with the condition that the leader of the
Muslims commands them to do so, for in Islam, prése of war

are dealt with in specific ways which Allah hasmgoanded.
Allah ( ) says:

(So, when you meet thosdin war] who disbelieve smite
(their) necks, till when you have killed and wounded
many of them, then bind a bond firmly[on them, i.e. take
them as captivgs Thereafter [is the time] either for
generosity (i.e. free them without ransgmor ransom
[accoding to what benefits Islampntil the war lays down
its burden.) [47:4]

Despite this, Islam has legislated many ways to free slaves.
Emancipating a slave is expiation for certain sins in Islam, such
as:

*Accidental manslaughter. Allafi ) says:

(It is not for a believer to kill a believer excepfthat it be]

by mistake, and whosoever kills a believer by raiake, [it

is ordained thathe must set free a believing slave and a
compensation(blood moneyloe gi ven to the
family, unless they remit it. If the deceased belonged to a
people at war with you and he was a believer; the freeing

of a believing slavdis prescribed]and if he belonged to a
people with whom you have a treaty of mutual alliance,
compensation(blood money)must be paid to his family,

and a believing slave must be freefi [4:91]
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*Breaking an oath. Allahl() says:

(Allah will not punish you for what is unintentional in
your oaths, but He will punish you for your deliberate
oaths [which you break] for its expiation (a broken oath)
feed ten poor persons, on a scale of the average of that
with which you feed your own families; or clothe them;
or manumit a slave) [5:89]

*Making oneo6s wife™Alahr(b)isayd en u

(And those who make their wives unladul to them and
wish to free themselves from what they uttered]the
penalty] in that case[is] the freeing of a slave before they
touch each other) [58:3]

*Sexual intercourse while fasting during the month of Baamn.

Abu Hurairah narrated that a man heekual elation with his

wife while he was fasting in Ramadan. When he told the

Prophet () he eplied:
ACan you f r BlerepkedisN odde theh said,
ACan you fast for t vwHe regliedns e c
ANo Then he saidfiThen f eed pwxioxptly. @
[Muslim]

*Islam has made it expiation for physically abusing a slave. The

Prophet( ) said:
AWhoever slaps a slave or hit
is to f[Mwlem hi m. o

The religion of Islam keenly seeks to free slaves, as can he see
in the following:

151n the period of Ignorance before the advent of Islam, the
disbelievers had a custom of prohibiting themselves from their wives
and vice versa as a result of a fight, etc. They would say, " You are like
the back of my mother," and they would discontinue having marital
relations.
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Islam orders people to accept a contract of emancipation. This is
a contract between the master and his slave in which he is set
free in return for an agreed sum of money. Some scholars have
stated that it is obligatory upon theques of the slave, citing
evidence from the verse:

(And such of your slaves as seek a writing(of
emanciption) give them such writing, if you know that
they are good and trustworthy. And give them something
yourselves out of the wealth of Allah which He has
bestowed upon you) [24:33]

Islam has legislated that Zakaah (obligatory charity) be given in
order to free slaves. Allai () says:

(Charity (Zakaah) is only for the fugaraa, and
masaakeen (the poor)and those employed to collecfthe

funds} and to attract the hearts of those who are inclined
[towards Ham]; and those [slaves] who wish to free
themselves by a contract; and for those in debt; and for

Al l ahdos Cause, and for the we
Allah. And Allah is All -Knower, All-Wise.) [9:60]

[26] The religion of Islam holds high regards for the status of
women and gives her due honor. It has made honoring her a sign
of a good, whasome character. The Prophe) Gaid:

iThe bel i evers wh o have the
those who are the besof them in character, and the
best of you are the best of

[at-Tirmidhi]
Islam defends her human nature and does not blame her for the

expulsion of Adamy ) from Paradise, nor is she catesied
the source of sin, as so some ottadigions. Alah ( ) says:

(O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you

from a single person(Adam) and from him He created
his wife (Eve), and from them both He created many men
and women. And fear Allah through Whom you demand
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your mutual [rights] and [do not cut the relations ofthe
wombs (kinship). Surely, Allah is Ever a Watcher over
you.) [4:1]

Islam falsified the oppressive notions held against women,
especially those which regard women as a being inferior to men;
which, in turn leads therno being deprived of many of their
basic human rights. The Mgenger of Allahr() said:

Aiverily women are tHe twin ha
[Abu Dawood

Islam has protected her honor and chastity; a castigatory
punishment would be served in the right of thoskowalsely
accuse them of fornication. Allah () says:

(And those who accuse chaste women, and produce not
four witnesses, flog them with eighty lashes, and reject
their testimony forever; they indeed are disobedient to
Allah.) [24:4]

Like men, Islam guardees women their right to inhance, a
rights they were deprived of prior to Islamlla ( ) says:

(There is a share for men and a share for women from
what is left by parents and those nearest related,
whether, the property be small or large- a legal share)
[4:7]

Islam gives women the right to do as they please with their
wealth, such as buying and selling in accordance to specific
guidelines set ishari'ah. Allah ( ) says:

(O you who believe! Spend of the good things which you
have earned) [2:267]

Islam has made it an obligation that they be educated. The
Prophet( ) said:

16 j.e. women are dmilar to men in various religious rites.
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NRSeeking knoatloeedygeoni saldblIMugs | |
[Ibn Maajah

It has also made it an obligation that they receive good
upbringing and are raised properly; this is a causelgh one
would enteParadiseThe Prophetr() said:

A'Whoever has three daughters whom he shelters, takes
care of, and is merciful to, certainly entersParadise’ A
man then said:‘O Messenger of Allah, how about two?'
He said, 'even two b [al-Adab atMufrad]

[27] Islam is the Religion of purity, both physical or spial.
Spiritual purity includes the following:

1 Purity from the filth of associating partners withilak.
Allah (1 ) says:
(Verily! Joining others in worship with Allah is a great
oppresson and injustice.) [31:13]

1 Purity from the filth of doing deeds to show offllzh ( )
says:

(So woe unto those performers of prayers. Who
delay their prayer from their stated fixed times.
Those who do good deeds only to be sefar others]
And refuse to give even the smallest of kindnesses
(e. g. nei ghborl y ng¢ggarst: p O
7]

T Purity from being pleasrgdd w
mentioned that Lugman said to his son:

(And turn not your face away from men with pride,

nor walk in insolence through the earth. Verily,
Allah likes not each arrogant boaster. And be
moderate (or show no insolencen your walking,

and lower your voice. Verily, the harshest of all
voices is the voicébraying)of the ass) [31:18]
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9 Purity from vanity. The Prdpet ¢ ) said:

AWhoever dr aglenthieigmundputeft hi n
vanity, Allah will not look at him on the Day of
Req u i t[a-Bukhari

9 Purity from the filth of pride. The Prophet ) said:

AA person who has a seedos
heart will not enter Paradise 0A man said,ii O
Messenger of Allah (r ) what if a person likes to
wear nice cl| ot Hdrepbedminmdd esehdo ¢
Allah is beautiful and loves beauty. Pride is that you

reject the truth and | ook d
[Muslim]

9 Purity fromthe filth of envy. The Prophet | said:

ADo not hate each other, do r

not turn your backs upon each other; but rather be the
slaves of Allah and be brothers. It is impermissible for a
Muslim to abandon his brother for more than three

d ay s[Muslim|

As for physical purity, Allahl( ) says:

(O you who believe! When you intend to offer the prayer,
wash your faces and your handgqforearms)up to the
elbows, rub [by passing wet hands oveybur heads, and
(wash) your feet up to ankles. If you are in a state of
Janaabahl[i.e. had a sexual discharge or intercouajfy
yourself (bathe your whole bodyBut if you are ill or on a
journey or any of you comes from answering the call of
nature, or you have been in contact with womeri.e.
sexual intercoursegnd you find no water, then seek clean
earth and wipe therewith your faces and hands. Allah
does not want to place you in difficulty, but He wants to
purify you, and to complete His Favor on you that you
may be thankful.) [5:6]
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Abu Hurairah reported that the Prophe) (said:

A T h[fellowing] verse was revealed in description of the
inhabitants of Qubaa”

(In it are men who love to purify themselves. And
Allah loves those who purify themselvel[9:108]

They purified [after relieving hemselvesthemselves with
water, so this verse wdhbur eve
Dawood & atTirmidhi]

[28] The religion of Islam has a great inner strengthntiérs the
hearts and makes one obsessed with it. For this reason, many
continue to accepslam in spite of the weak financial and moral
backing its callers receive. Even though its enemies spend vast
amounts of money to distort and mar the image of Islam, people
still accept Islam in droves. Rarely does aspe enter Islam

and then reject iafter that. This inner strength also influenced
some Orientalists who initially studied Islam imder to find
dubious points therein. The beauty of Islam and its true
principles which conform to the natural disposition of man and
sound intellect changecdhdir lives, and they laterceepted
Islam. Previous enemies to Islam now attest that it is the true
Religion. Gibb said:

Well, then, if the Qur'an were of his own compositioteot
men could rival it. Let them produce ten verses like it. If they
could nd (and it is obvious that they could not), let them
accept the Qur'an as an outstanding evidentiadaheir

[29] Islam is a Religion of social support; it has obligated upon
Muslims to attend to the needs of their fellow brothers rexer
they may be. Th@rophet () said:

AThe believers in their | ove,
each other are like one body: if one part feels pains, all

the other parts feel pain by
[Muslim|
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Islam orders that Muslims strive to improve their ctiodis
through offering charity, whether that charity be o#tlogy or
voluntary. The Prophet () said:

ANone of you truly believes u
what he | ovela-Bdkwaq hi msel f . o

It orders that Muslims support their brothers in tnud cises
and agony. The Prophet ) said:

AThe believers are | i Kk[prickh s ol
strengt he n sandttherehe olaspeé his hands and
intertwined his fingers) fal-Bukhari

It orders that Muslims aid their brothers amdistthem in times
of war. Allah ( ) says:

(And if they seek your help in Religion, it is your duty to
help them) [8:72]

It forbids that they be forsaken in their time of need. The
Prophet( ) said:

ANo person forsakes defending
his honor is being attacked, except that Allah will forsake

him at a time when he needs it most. And no person
comes to the aid of his Muslim brother when his honor is

being attacked except that Allah will come to his aid at a

ti me he needAhmadt&Abu bavoatho st . 0

[30] The Religion of Islam came with a just and fair system of
inheritance, one which distributes the wealth of the deceased
amongst his heirs each according to their right, whether they be
young or old, male or female, This division of wealkhone
which all sound intellects will attest to. The wealth is distied
amongst the heirs of a deceased according to iheizde to the
deceased and the benefit they might derive from it. No one has
the right to distribute the inheritance the waydesires. One of

the benefits of this system is that it distributesources, no
matter how vast, by dividing them into smaller entities, thus
making monopolization impossible. The Noble Qur'anifées
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the share which should be given to children parespsuses,
and kith and kin in Surah ddisaa in three verses: 11, 12, and
176. The Prophetr() also said:

Al ndeed All ah has given each
not one of you bequeath something to someone who has
already been allotted a portionofthed nher i t ance. 0

[Abu Dawoodé& at-Tirmidhi]

[31] The religion of Islam has legislated the way one can
bequeath a portion of his wealth. Every Muslim has the right to
bequeath a portion of his wealth which they wish to be used
after his death for a righteowswuse in order that it be counted
for him as a continuous charity. However, the religion has
limited the maximum amount a person cagueath to a third of
his total wealthAamir bin Sa'dt ) said:

AThe Prrg ysitesl ine while | was sick in Mecca. |
said to him, o1 h aequeathsath ohié we a
[incharity]7 6 He replied, O6No. & | se
reol ied, ONo. 6 Then | said, O6A
and a third is much. If you leave your heirs rich it would

be better for them than to leave them bgging . Whatever

you spend it will act as a charity for you, even a morsel of

food which your hand feeds your wife. Perhaps Allah will

raise your status and cause some people to benefit from
you, and cause ofahBakha] t o be h

Islam has placed a condition by which one can bequeath,

specifically, that he must not harm his other rightful heirtaA

(I ) says:
(6 after payment of legugathedi e s
or debts, so that no loss is causddo anyone] This is a
Commandment from Allah.) [4:12]

[32] The Religion of Islam has introduced a system of icrah
punishment which guarantees peace and security mtgdoom
crime. Murder is prevented, wealth and honor istquted,
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criminals are subdued, and peoplaghts are potected from
being usurped. Crime is reduced and its impact decreased, for in
Islam each crime has a fixed punishment which suits it. It
sentences capital punishment for preiteddd murder. Allah
(I ) says:
(O you who believe! The law of equdly in punishment is
prescribed for you in case of muder.) [2:178]

The killer is not be beheaded if the guardians of teeased
choose to pardon him. Allah () says:

(But if the Killer is forgiven by the brother (or the
relatives, etc.)of the killed against blood money, then
adhering to it with fairness and payment of the blood
money to the heir should be made in fairnesg[2:178]

The punishment of theft is severing the hand from the wrist.
Allah ( ) says:

(Sever the hand of the thief, male or femaleas a
recompense for that which they committed, a punishment
by way of example from Allah. And Allah is All

Poweful, All Wise.) [5:38]

If a thief knew that his hand would be severed if he stole, he
would not steal. He would value his hand, and peoplelseyno
would be safe from his evil.

The punishment for fornication is flogging for those who were
never married. Aah ( ) says:

(The woman and the man guilty of illegal sexual
intercourse, flog each of them with a hundred stripek.
[24:2]
A person is also bélogged if he falsely accuses another of
fornication. Alah ( ) says:

(And those who accuse chaste women, and produce not
four witnesses, flog them with eighty stripe$.[24:4]
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All punishments and castigations in Islam are derived from a
general principle Allah (I ) says:

(The recompense for an evil is an evil like thereof.
[42:40]

Allah (I ) also says:

(And if you punish, then punish them with the like of
that with which you were afflicted.) [16:126]

There are specific conditions and guidelines for the
implemantation of these castigations. Furthermore, the
implemenétion of these castigations is not a determined matter
such that they must be implemented; rather, one may pardon and
forgive if the castigation relates to that category of rights which
belorg to humans. Mah ( ) says:

(¢ but whoever forgives and n
reward is due from Allah.) [42:40]

The reason behind the implementation of these castigations is
not to seek revenge, or to lash out with harshness. Rather, the
goal behind th implementation of these castigations is to
protect the rights of humans, to stabilize the security within
sodety and to serve as a deterrent for those who think of doing
something which would harm it. If the person who wants to kill
knows that he will b killed as well, and the person who wants
to steal knows that his hand will be cut off, and theit@tor

and the one who falsely accuses others of this crime knows that
he will be flogged, this would most certainly deter him from
doing these crimes.|Rah ( ) says:

(And there is (a saving of)ife for you in al-Qisas(the Law
of Equality in punishment)O men of understaming, that
you may become of the piou$.[2:179]

Some may say that the castigations legislated in Islam for
certain crimes are too hdrsEveryone agrees that these actions
are crimes whose danger is apparent in society and that they
must be dealt with and eradicated, and that those wimmnao
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them should be punished. Therefore, the only difference (in
opinion) here concern the type of mghment which should be
met out for these crimes. Each of us should ask himselhehet
the punishments legislated in Islam are more successful in
eradcating crime and lessening it, or marade laws, which
only increase the rate of crime. Indeed an ulthgdody part
must be amputated if it means the survival for the rest of the
body.

[33] Thereligion of Islam has permitted all types of financial
transactions, such as buying and selling, forming of @oinep,

rent, trade and bartering in order to reakatters pgaining to

daily life easy for them. This of course, is permitted in
accordance to specific guidelines setShari‘ah such that no
party is harmed by the transaction and individual rigatsain
preserved. Also, both sides should be happl e agrement,

and the product should be known amongst them as well as the
relative conditions pertaining to it. Nothing is forbidden in Islam
except if it ensues a harm or danger or one of the parties in the
transaction stands to be harmed, suchigseist, gambling, or a
transaction in which the product or its caimhs are unknown.

Although, everyone has the right to freely use his money in
accordance t&hari‘ah a person may be debarred from using it

if his actions would inflict harm to himself others. The young,
insane, incompetett and those in debts until they pay off their
loans are among those who are debarred from using their wealth.
In this, we can see a great wisdom andtgmtion of rights
which is clearly accords to sound iléet.

[34] Islam is a clear and unambiguous religion. There is no
belief in Islam which is confusing; a person has the right to ask
about all of this. Allahl( ) says:

17 Those who do not know how to partake in financial transa ctions
and may be taken advantage of.
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(So ask of those who have knowledge of the Scripture
[scholars]if you know not.) [21:7]

Islam has sternly warned against hiding knowledge froheist
which Allah has revealed. Ilah ( ) says:

(Verily, those who conceal the clear proofs, evidences
and the guidance, which We have sent down, after We
have made it clear for the People in the Book, tlyeare
the ones cursed by Allah and cursed by the cursejs.
[2:159]

[35] Islam is a Religion of unity and cooperation which calls
Muslims to stand together in unity so that they may achieve
honor and pride. This is achieved through tH®faing:

1 Leaving a&le personal wants, and desires which are stirred
up by nationalistic and tribal feelings, and arenxstdered
factors that would lead to the weakness andigigration of
the Muslim nation.

1 Purifying beliefs and acts of worship from things that taint
them, such as associating partners with Allah and
innovations in the Religion.

1 Cooperation between Muslims in all affairs, whether
pol i ti cal economical, soci al,
security. Allah (I ) says:

(And hold fast, all of you together, to theRope of
Allah, and be not divided among yourselves.
[3:103]
Islam prohibits that Muslims differ and divide into groupfah
(I ) says:

(And be not as those who divided and differed among
themselves after the clear proofs had come to them. It is
they for whom there is an awful torment) [3:105]

Furthermore, differing is not from the religion of Allah. Allah
(I ) says:
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(\Verily, those who divide their religion and break up nto
sects, yoO Muhammad ()] have no concern in them in
the least. Their affair is only with Allah, Who then will
tell them what they used to do. [6:159]

The religion has clarified the detrimental results of differing and
division; among them, the enemies of Islam would not fear the
Muslims and would gain the upper hand, and the Misslim
would fall to a low level. Allahl() says:

(¢ and do n(@ih ortkiasofher)ese you lose
courage and your strength deparf) [8:46]

[36] Some of the matters of the unseen world have been
explained in Islam, as it has mentioned stories of previous
nations. Many verses detail what happened between those
nations and their Prophets and Messengers. Allahsays:

(And indeed We sent Moses with OurAyaat (proofs,
evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, atd.)a
manifest authority, to Pharaoh and his chiefs but they
followed the command of Pharaoh, and the command of
Pharaoh was no right guide) [11:96]

Allah (1 ) says:
(And (rememberwh en Jesus the son of
Children of Israel! | am the Messenger of Allah unto you
confirming the Torah before me, and giving glad tidings
of a Messenger to come after me, whose name shall be
Ahmad. But when he(Ahmad, i.e. Muhammad () came

t o them with cl ear proof s,
magi o [6D.6]

Allah (I ) says:

(And to 6 A a\We sent)their brother Hud, H

my people! Worship Allah! You have no other god but
Him. Certainly, you do nothing but invent (lies)!) [11:50]

Allah (I ) says:
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(And to Thamud (We sent)their brother Salih, He said:

60 my people! Worshi p gdallbdtah,
Him. He brought you forth from the earth and settled

you therein, then ask forgiveness of Him and turn to Him

in repentance. Certainly, my Lord is Near(to all by His
Knowledge) responsive) [11:61]

Similarly, Allah narrated the stories of otherophets and
messengers and what took place between them and dhieir:

[37] The religion of Islam challenges all mankind to bring forth
something similar to the Qur'an, the final Mealy Book. This
challenge is ongoing until the Day of Judgment. Alllah says:

(Let them then produce a recital like unto it(the Qur'an)
if they are indeed truthful.) [52:34]

Allah lessened this challenge by asking mankind to try to bring

only a few chaters similar to the chapters of the Qur'an. Allah

(I ) says:
(Orthey s ay , (Propghet Muhammad () forged it (the
Quran) 6 Say: 6Bring you then t
unto it, and call whomsoever you can other than Allal{to
yourhelp) i f you spEak] the truth!

Allah lessened this challenge further and askesint to try to
bring forth one chapt&tsimilar to it. Allah ( ) says:

(And if you are in doubt concerning that which We have
sent down (this Qur'an)to Our slave (Muhammad 1))
then produce a chapter of the like thereof and call your
witnessegsupporterand helpershesides Allah, if you are
indeed truthful.) [2:23]

This challenge was made to all of creation, jinn and méahA
(I ) says:

18 The smallest chapter in the Qur'an has only three verses, yet none
in the history of ma nkind has brought som ething like it.
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(Say: If mankind and jinn were together to produce the
like of this Qur'an, they could never produce the like
thereof,even i f they hPp[l7B8d one ar

[38] Jihad is legislated to protect the religion, individual,
family, and country. It also commands thgthad be waged
against those who seek to impede the spread of the religion of
Allah, for it is a global ci4 not limited to a specific race.
Therefore, everyone should be given a chance to know it and the
goadness, justice and love it containBhad is also waged in
order to relieve oppression and to aid tippressed. Allahi()
says:

(And fight in the Way of Allah those who fight you, but

transgress not the limits. Truly, Allah likes not the

transgressors) [2:190]

Jhadin I slam is waged in order
supreme and that His religion may spreadatA\( ) says:

(And fight them until there is no more disbelief and
polytheism, and the religion will all be for Allah Alone [in
the whole of the world] [8:39]

A person said to the Prophet)(

AA per son f-bogth ainothef fights fow ame,
and yet another fights to showoff. Which onas doing so
for t he s a k erhe dPfophefA ()| aamdwered:

i Whbever fights in order to raise the Word of Allah and
make it supreme, he is the one who does so for the sake of
All a habBukhari

The goal of Jihad is not to achieve some worldly, persamal,
satanic benefit, nor | s aids, cart
show oneds military Igsaygsengt h,

(And be not like those who come out of their homes
boastfully and to be seen of mej.[8:47]

Islam is a religion which enjointhe good and forbids the evil.
This safeguards the Muslim nation. For the tenets of thgiaeli
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can never be upheld unless its followers adhere to its
commandments andbatain from its prohibitions. It also seeks
to rectify those who have diverged fronmetBtraight Path, and
deter them from doing sinful acts. In this manner, society is
sakguarded from evil and decay. The Propheétgaid:

AThe | i kes of those wholaet ay
and those who trespass them is like a group of people
who divided their places on a ship(before setting out to
sea) Some of them were on the upper deck while others
were on the lower deck. When those on the lower deck
required water, they had to pass by those above them. So

they said, o6If \at weavikeothaveh ol e

to bother t hos(oseonthe apper deck) f
left them to do as they pleased, they would all be
destroyed, and if they are stopped they would all be

s a v dal-Buéhari

[39] The religion of Islam is universal and cosexvery apect

of life, such that it has legislated laws and regulations
concening transactions, warfare, marriage, economy, politics
and acts of worship and so on. This builds a perfect society;
even if mankind gathers together to produce somethingtlike
they would never be able to do so. The more a society furthers
itself from these laws and regulations, the more corrupt it
becomes. Hah (I ) says:

(And We have sent down to you the Bookthe Qur'ankas
an exposition of everything, a guidance, a mercyand
glad tidings for those who have submitted themselvg$o
Allah as Muslims)) [16:89]

Islam has defined the relationship between a Muslim and his
Lord, his society and surroundings, both living or nanly.
There is nothing in Islam which is rejectdry the natural
disposition of man or sound intellect. A proof which points to
this fact is the importance it has paid to ethics and specific
issues which deal with daily life, such as the manners specific to
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answering the call of nature and what a Muslihowd do
before, during and after relieving himself. Abdurrahman b. Zaid
said that someone said to Salmaifrarisi,

AYour Prophet has taught y ou
re i eve y 0 $aimanre éplfed: Fidr e s i ndeed.
forbade us from facing the diredcion of Mecca when
defecating and urinating, and that we clean ourselves

with our right hands, and that we use less than three
stones when doing so, or that we clean ourselves with
dung or bones. 0

[Muslim]
[40] The religion of Islam is a sign of the advef the Day of
Resurrection and end of this world. The Prophet ¢larfied
that he was the last Prophet, and his commissioning as a Prophet

was a sign of the nearness of the Final Hour. Ahgssgid that
the Prophetr() said:

AoThe Hour ared Il i werd heaies t v
joined his middle and index finger bg e t h ¢Musli]

This is due to the fact that he is the last and final Messenger.
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The Spiritual Aspect of Islam
Worship

Worship in Islam is a term which generally denotes obedience to
the commands of Allah, whether those commandsdsead to
speech, deeds, or beliefs. Creedal acts aslp are called the
‘Articles of Faith’, explained in the following pag.

1. Belief in Allah

Belief in Allah entails that Allah is One and Unique in the
following aspects:

[1] Allah is One and Unique in His Lordship This means
that one must attest that Allah exists, and that He is thaidCre

of this universe, its Owner and its Proprietor and the One Who
disposes of all its affairs. He is the One Who cauaethings in
existence to occur; nothing comes into existenaeet if He
wills it. Allah (I ) says:

(Surely, His is the Creation and Cenmandment. Blessed
be Allah, the Lord of all that exists)) [7:54]

Allah has clarified that He is the only Creatordathat it is
impossible that there be another Creator with Him.IHegays:

(No son (or offspring or childrendid Allah beget, nor is
there any god along with Him; (if there had been many
gods) behold, each god would have taken away what he
had created, and some would have tried to overcome
others! Far removed is Allah from every imperfection)
[23:91]

[2] Allah is One and Unique in His Right to Worshig This
means that one must certainly attest that Allah is the only true
god, Who deserves to be woigbed, and all acts must be
dedicated to Him alone. One should not rely upon anyone
besides Him, nor should a person supplicate to anyone besides
Him. A person should only invoke Allah to relieve some harm
or fulfill some need. Nah ( ) says:
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(And We did not send any Messenger before yo{O
Muhammad 1( )] but We inspired him [sayingl none has
the right to be worshipped but | (Allah), so worship Me
(Alone and none elsg)[21:25]

[3] Allah is One and Unique in His Names and Attributes

This means that oneuns t believe in the u
Names and Atthutes, and that he is only attributed with the
best and most lofty of Names and Atitries, and that He is far
removed from every imperégon. Allah ( ) says:

(And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belag to Allah, so
call on Him by them, and leave the company of those who
belie or deny(or utter impious speech againklis Names)
[7:180]

We believe and affirm with what Allah has described Himself in
addition to what His Messenger )attributed to Him,all
without draving similarity or parallels between the attributes of
Allah and those of His creatures, and without suspending,
distorting, or denying the meaning of His names andbatts.
Allah ( ) says:

(There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the Al-
Hearer, the All-Seer) [42:11]

2. Belief in the Angels

This is to believe in the existence of another life form called
angels. No one knows their exact number except AllahskHlif.

They obey Him, fulfill His commands, and guard over the
universe and the eatures that dwell withinThey carry out
specific orders of Allah, from administration, observation,
guading and protecting the universe, as well as its creatures, all
accordingtoM ahos Wil |l alndaysOr der . Al

(And by those Angels who arrangeao do the Canmands
of their Lord.) [79:5]

Allah (I ) also says:
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(And those [angels]who distribute [provisions, rain, and
other blessingdhy [ Al | @dmmandl) [51:4]

The angels were created from light. The Prophéts@id:

AThe angel s w e rlight, the drmtwerd f r ¢
created from a smokeless flame of fire, and Adam was
created from what was described to youin the Qur'an:

black dry clay) fMuslim]

The Angels are from the unseen world. Although they were
created from light, they cannot be seerlaAl| ) has however
given them the ability to change their appearanceaderao be
seen and witnessed. Allah informs us that the angel Gabrigl (
came to Mary in the form of a human, a fact alsatineed in

the Bible. Alah (1 ) says:

(She placed a scren [to screen herselffrom them; then
We sent to her a Spirit from us (Gabrielu ) and he
appeared before her in the form of a man in all respects.

She sai d: OVerily! I sacerk r ef
(Allah) from you, if you do fear Allah. 6 ( T heaidAnge
o1 am only a Messe[tognaouncdlts o m vy

you the gift oQf91F ri ghteous s

The Prophetr() saw Gabriel ) in the true form Allah @ated
him. He had six hundred wings, and he had blocked dhiezdm
due to his size.

The amgels have wings; some have two wings, others have three,
while others have more than that. Allah)(says:

(All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the[only]
Originator of the heavens and the earth, Who made the
angels messengers with wings, two or threend four. He
increases in creation what He wills. Viely, Allah is Able
to do all things) [35:1]

As for their other physical attributes, Allah has not informed us
of them. Allah has however, specifically informed us of some of
their task and roles.
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The amels constantly worship Allah, obey Him, and praise
Him. Allah ( ) says:

(They (i.e. the angelsylorify His Praises night and day,
[and]they never slackerjto do so]) [21:20]

Allah ( ) created them to worship and obey Him. Alldh)(
says:
(The Messiah(Jesusu ) will never be so proud to gect
being a slave to Allah, norffwill] the angels who are near
[to Allah].) [4:172]

The angels act as emissaries between Allah and His ngesse
amongst mankind. AllaH () says:

(Which the trustworthy Spirit (Gabrie) has brought
down. Upon your heart[O Muhammad ()] that you may
be [one] of the warners. In a plain Arabic language)
[26:193-195]

Allah created them to carry out different tasks with which He
commands them:

(They fear their Lord above them, and they davhat they
are commanded) [16:50]

The angels are not the children of Allah; but they must be
respected and loved. Allah () says:

(And they say: 0 T(Alah) MobedttenB e n e f
a child [from the angels] 6 Far removed is
imperfection! They (the angels)are but honored slaves.

They speak not until He has spoken, anfthen] they act

on His Command) [21:26-27]

The angels are not partners, associates, or rivals with Allah.
Allah (I ) says:

(Nor would He order you to take angels and Propéts for
gods. Would He order you to disbelieve after you have
submitted to Allah's Will?) [3:80]
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Allah informs us of the names and tasks of some of thigek.
Gabriel (0 ) was given the task of revelationllah ( ) says:

(Which the trustworthy Spirit (Galriel) has brought
down. Upon your heart[O Muhammad ()] that you may
be [one] of the Warners.) [26:1934]

Michael U ) has been assigned the task of rain and a@gget
Allah ( ) says:

(Whoever is an enemy to Allah and His angels and His
messengers and QGaiel and Michael 7 then indeed,
Allah is an enemy to the disbelievers[2:96]

The Angel of Death is the Angel given the task of collecting
peoples’ souls at the time of death. Allah 6ays:

(Say: 6The Angel of Death who
your souls, then you shall be brought back to your Lord.
[32:11]
Israafeel is the angel who was given the task to blow the
trumpet on the Day of Resurrection. Allah Y says:

(Then, when the Trumpet is blown, there will be no
kinship among them that Day, nor wll they ask of one
another.) [23:101]

Malik is the Keeper of Héire. Allah (I ) says:

(And t hey wwMdlik! Lecyowy Lorddmake an
end of wus. 6 He wild/l say:) oVer
[43:77]
The Zaabaaniyahare the angels who are givenethask of
punishing the inhabitants of Hellfire. Allah () says:

(Then, let him call upon his council[of helpers] We will
call the guards of Hell[to deal with him]) [96:17-8]

Every human has been assigned two angels; oneesgbals his
good deeds, artthe other who records his sindlah ( ) says:
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([Remember!|That the two receivers(Recording Agels)
receive, one sitting on the right and one on the lefito
note his or her actionsNot a word does hgor she]utter,
but there is a watcher by him realy [to record it].) [50:17]

Ridhwaanis the Keeper oParadiseand there are other angels
who are charged with protecting humans. There are many more,
and each has been assigned a specific task. Some have been
mentioned in the Qur'an and the Sunnah, whiiers have not,

but we must believe in them all.

The Benefits of Belief in the Angels

Through belief in the angels, we may benefit in théofeing
ways:

[1] We come to know the Magnificence of Allah ), His
ability, and His AlFEncompassing Knowledgena Will, for
indeed the magnificence of His creation is a proof of the
magnificence of the Creator.

[2] When a Muslim feels that there are angels closely hiragc
what he is saying and doing, and that everything he does is
either for him or held against hi he is keen to perform
righteous deeds andstain from sins, whether he is alone or in
public.

[3] One is saved from fables and superstitions held by those who
have incorrect beliefs in regard to the Unseen world.

[4] One comes to know the Mercy whichla& shows to His
righteous slaves.

3. Belief in All ahds Books

To believe i n All ahds Bdgks
revealed Heavenly Books to His Messengers to convey them to
mankind. These Books, at the time of their revelationtasoned
nothing but tle truth. In them was the Message of the Oneness
of Allah (I ): that there is no creator, adnsmator, or owner
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except Him, that all worship should beaetted to Him and no
one else, and that to Him belongs all excellent Names and
Attributes. He is nothig like His creation, and none can be
compared to Him. Allahl( ) says

(Indeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs,
and revealed with them the Scripture and the Balance
(Justice)that mankind may keep up justice) [57:25]

A Muslim must believe in lathe Heavenly Books and he must
believe that they were originally from Allah §. However, it is

not lawful for him to abide by its laws, since these Books were
revealed to sgific nations during specific times.

[1] The Scriptures of Abraham (U ) and Moses: The Qur'an
has given a brief insight about the religious fundamentals found
in these scriptures. Allah () says:

(Or, has he not been informed of what is in the sqotures

of Moses? And [off Abraham who fulfilled (the

commandments)That no bearer of burden shall bear the
burden of another; And that man shall have nohing but

what he strives for; And that his striving shall soon be
seen; Then shall be rewarded for it with the fullest
reward; and that to your Lord is the goal) [53:36-42]

[2] The Torah: The Torah is the Sacred Book which was
revealed to Moseau( ). Allah (| ) says:

(Verily, We did send down the Torah[to Moses] therein

was guidance and light, by which the Prophets, who
submitted themselves to AlIl al
And the rabbis and the priests[too judged the Jews by the

Torah after those Prophet$pr to them was entrusted the
protection of Al l ahos Book,
thereto. Therefore, fear not men but fear Me[O Jews]

and sell not My Verses for a miseable price. And
whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed,

such are the disbeliever3.[5:44]
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The Qur'an has explained some of the teachings which were
found in theTorah, and from them is a mention of some of the
characteristics of the Messenger Muhammad. @Allah (I )
says:
(Muhammad (r ) is the Messenger of Allah, and those
who are with him are severe against disbelievers, and
merciful among themselves. You see them bowing and
falling down prostrate [in prayer] seeking Bounty from
Allah and [His] Good Pleasue. The mark of them (i.e. of
their Faith)is on their faces from the traces offtheir]
prostration. This is their description in the Torah
(Torah)) [48:29]

Allah also mentioned in the Qur'an some of the religiolings
revealed in th&orah. Allah (I ) says:

(And We ordained therein for t
eye, nose for nose, ear for ear, tooth for tooth, and
wounds equal for equal . 6 Bu
retaliation by way of charity, it shall be for him
expiation. And whosoever does not jdge by that which

Allah has revealed, such are the wrongdoer¥ [5:45]

[3] The Zaboor (Psalms): The Zabooris the Scriptureavealed
to David(u ). Allah (I ) says:

(éand t oWedygave theZaboor) [4:163]

[4] The Injeel (Gospel): The Injeel is the Sacré Book which
was evealed to Jesusi( ). Allah (I ) says:

(And in their footsteps, We sentJesus son of Mary,
confirming the Torahthat had come before him. And We
gave him thelnjeel, in which was gudance and light and
confirmation of the Torah that had come before it, a
guidance and an admonition for the Allakfearing.)
[5:46]
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The Qur'an has explained some of what was found in onghT
and thenjeel; such as the prophecy of Muhmad ¢ ):

(éand My mercy encompasmrdans al |
it [specally] for those who guard[against evilland give
Zakah, and those who believe in Our verses. Those who
follow the unlettered Prophet, whom they find written
down with them in the Torah and the Injeel, [which]
enjoins them good and forbids them evil, andmakes
lawful to them the good things and makes unlawful to
them impure things, and removes their buden and the
shackles which were upon them; so those whaelieve in
him and honor him and help him, and follow the light
which has been sent down with him,Hese it is that are
the succesful.) [7:156]

They also encourage that people fighadi n Al | ah 6 s
order to make His religion supreme. Alldh)(says:

(Verily, Allah has purchased of the believers their lives

and their properties; for the price that theirs shall be the
Paradise They fight i n Al l ahods
(others) and are killed. It is a promise in truth which is
binding on Him in the Torah and the Injeel and the
Quran. And who is truer to his covenant than Allah?

Then reoice in the bargain which you have concluded.

That is the supreme succe9s[9:111]

[5] The Noble Qur'an: One must believe that the Qur'an is the
Speech of Allah which Gabrieli( ) brought to Muhammad ()
in clear Arabic language. Allah () says:

(Which the trustworthy Spirit ( Gabriel) has brought
down. Upon your heart[O Muhammad ()] that you may
be [one] of the warners In a plain Arabic language)
[26:193 5]

The Qur'an is different than the Heavenly Books thatemted
it, in the following ways:
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a) The Qur'ans the last of the Heavenly Books, confing the
previous Books concerning the Message of His Oneness and the
obligation to worship and obey Him. Allah () says:

(And We have sent down to yoyO Muhammad 1()] the
Book (this Qur'an)in truth, confirming th e Scripture that
came before it and a witness over)i) [5:48]

b) All previous Books were abrogated by the Quran. Its
teadings are divine, final, everlasting and suitable for all times
and places. Allahl () says:

(This day, | have perfected your religim for you,
completed My Favor upon you, and have chosen for you
Islam as a religion) [5:3]

c) The Qurdan was reveal ed t
specific nation, as were previously revealed Heavenly Books.
Allah says:

(And We have not sent yoJO Muhanmmad ¢ )] except to
all of mankind, as a giver of glad tidings and a warner,
but most people know nof) [34:28]

Even if the other Books agree with the Qur'an in the
fundamentals of the religion, they address a specific people. Due
to this, its rulings andegulations are particular to them. It is
attributed to Jesusu( ) in the Bible that he himself said:

Al was sent only t o (¢chiden)dfost
| s r aMdtthew15:24]

d) Its recitation, memorization and teaching are regarded as acts
of worship. The Messenger of Allah ) said:

AWhoever recites one | ectieer o]
ten rewards. | Ad o fn dta aismend/re e tmli
| ett er , Alriaftlleter, o L & aisnad letter, and

0 Me eimaddt e rat-Tarmidhil
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e) The Qur'an includes all the legislations which are needed to
reform soce t vy . I n his book O&édTowarc
H.G. Dorman says about the Qur'an:

It (the Qur'an) is literal revelation of God, dictated to
Muhammad () by Gabriel, perfect in eary letter. It is an
ever-present miracle witnessing to itself and to Muinaad

(r ), the Prophet of God. Its miraculous quality resides partly
in its style, so perfect and lofty that neither man nor jinn
could produce a single chapter to compare with iisfdst
chapter, and partly in its content of teachings prophecies
about the future, and amazingly accuratermation such as
the illiterate Muhammad could never have gathered of his
own accord.

f) It is a historical account explaining the series of rehg
which were revealed to the various prophets and messengers. It
accounts for what transpired between them and their nation,
from Adam to Muhammad, may Allah praise them all.

g) Allah has preserved the Quran from all distortions,
addterations, additins, or impairments. AllaH () says:

(Indeed it is We ourselves Who have sent down the
Remembrance(the Qur'anyand surely, it is We Who shall
guard it [from distortion]) [15:9]

h) As for the other Books, Allah did not promise to protect
them, for they wre revealed to a particular people in a
paticular time. For that reason, they were distorted. Allah (
says:
(Do you (faithful believers)covet that they will believe in
your religion despite the fact that a party of them(Jawish
rabbis)used to hear tle Word of Allah (the Torah),then
they used to change it knowingly after they understood
it?) [2:75]
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In regards to the distortion of the Christians in the Gospels,
Allah ( ) says:

(And from those who call themselves Christians, We took
their covenant, but they have abandoned a good part of
the Message that was sent to them. So We planted
amongst them enmity and hatred till the Day of
Resurection, and Allah will inform them of what they
used to do. O people of the Scripture! Now has come to
you Our Messenge (Muhammadr ) explaining to you
much of that which you used to hide from the Scripture
and pasing over (.e. leaving out without explaining)
much. Indeed, there has come to you from Allah a light
and a plain Book(this Qur'an)) [5:14-15]

Among the thing that the Jews and Christians innovated in their
religions, was the falsehood of attributing a son to Allah. Some
Jews claimed that Ezra was the son of Allah, while the
Christians claimed that the Messiah (Jesus) was the son of
Allah. Allah ( ) says in tis regard:

(And the Jews say: Ezrais the son of Allah, and the
Christians say: the Messiah is the son of Allah. That is a
saying from their mouths. They imitate the saying of the

disbdd i evers of ol d. Al l ahdos Cu
are deluded away from the truth!) [9:30]

Allah refuted their claims and clarified the correct belief one
should hold, saying:

(Say [O Muhammad 1()]: 6He is AlIl ah, On
Selt-Sufficient Master Whom all creatures need. He

begets not, nor was He begotten; And theres none equal
orcompar abl e upi®l4HHi m. 6

From this, it should be clear that the different versions of the
Bible in circulation today are not the Words ofigh, nor the
Words of Jesusu( ). Rather, they are the Words of his
followers and studentdt includes his biography, admitions
and commands, but much digton has been made to it in order
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to serve specific purposes. Steve Allen, said in his book: 'On the
Bible, Religion, & Morality'"

AThe number of errors J[in th
6,000! It is absurd to try to make this factual realitpfoom
58 the popular impression that the Bible is totalyef r e e . 0

The Benefits of Bel i ef in Al Il a

Through belief in the various Scriptures that Allah hdsrmed
us, we benefit in t following ways:

[1] One kalizes the mercy and love Allah has for His slaves,

since He evealed to them Books which guide them to the Path
which leads to His Pleasure. He safeguarded man from
confusion and from the evil of Satan

[2] One realizes thergat wisdom of Allah, since He gave each
nation a set of laws that suited them during their times.

[3] To distinguish true believers from those who are not. It is
incumbent upon one who believes in his own Book to believe in
the other Heavenly Books as e

[4] To increase the good deeds of the Believers; for the one who
believes in his Book and the Books that came after his Book
receive his reward twice. Allah () says:

(Those to whom We gave the Scripturdi.e. the Torah and

the Injeel, etc.] before it, - they believe in it (the Qur'an)

And when it is recited to the
Verily, it is the truth from our Lord. Indeed even before

it we have been from those who submit themselves to

Allah in Islam as Muslims. These will be given heir

reward twice over, because they are patient, and repel

19'0On the Bible, Religion, & Morality' pg.52.
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evil with good, and spend out of that which We have
provided them.) [28:52-4]

4. Belief in the Messengers

One must believe that Allahl ( chose the finest amongst
mankind to be Messengers whom Heats® His creation with
specific legislations: to worship and obey Allah and tohéista
His religion and His Oneness. Allah ) says:

(And We did not send any Messenger before yo{O
Muhammad ()] but We inspired him [saying} none has
the right to be warshipped but | (Allah), so worship Me
(Alone and none elsg)[21:25]

He ordered His Messengers to convey the Messageopbepeso
that they would not have any proof against Alfadfter He sent
them.

They are bearers of gladlings of the Pleasure ofllah and His
Paradise which is reserved for those who believe in them and
their teachings. They are also sent as warners to theptgse to
warn them of the anger of Allah and His pument which is
reserved for those who disbelieve in them and teaichings.

(And We send not the Messengers but as givers of glad
tidings and as warners. So whosoever believes and does
righteous good deeds, upon such shall come no fear, nor
shall they grieve. But those who reject Our verses, the

torment will touch them for their di sbelief.) [6:48-9]

There are many Prophets and Messengers; no one knows their
exact number except Allah. Allah { says:

(And, indeed We have sent Messengers before y¢0
Muhammad 1()]; of some of them We have related to you

20 They will not be able to say, "Had Allah sent us messengers, we
would have followed His verses and became of the believers."
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their story, and of some We have not related to you their
story.) [40:78]

One must believe in all of them and that they were human; they
were not supernatural beings. Alldh)(says:

(And We sent not before yoyO Muhammad ()] but men

to whom We inspired, so ask the peoplof the Reminder

(Scriptures)if you do not know. And We did not create
them (the Messengers) [witHjodies that ate not food, nor
were they immortal.) [21:8]

Allah (I ) says about Muhammad )

(Say [O Muhammad 1()]: o1 am only a mar
has be@ inspired to me that your God is One God. So
whoever hopes for the Meeting with his Lord, let him

work righteousness and associate none as a partner in the
worship oj[181l0$} Lor d. o

And He § ) said about Jesus ():

(The Messiah(Jesus) son of Mary, was no more than a
Messenger; many were the Messgers that passed away
before him. His mother (Mary) was a believer. They both
used to eat food(as any other human being, while Allah
does not eat)Look how We make theaayaat (proofs,
evidences, versegessons, signs, revelations, etclgar to
them, yet look how they are deluded awayfrom the
truth).) [5:75]

They do not have any attributes resembling Allah's. They can
neither extend benefit, nor cause harm. They have ntvoto
over the universe, naran they do with it as they please. They
cannot do anything which only Allah is capable of. Allah) (
says:
(Say [O Muhammad 1()]: o1 possess nNo po
or hurt to myself except as Allah wills. If | had the
knowledge of the Unseen, | should haveesured for
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myself an abundance of wealth, and no evil should have
touched me) [7:188]

They fulfilled the trust and fully conveyed the message ltdA
They are the most knowledgeable and most pious @ticne
Allah protected them from lying and trdeszy. Allah ( ) says:

(And it was not for a Messenger to bring a sign except by
Allah's Leave) [13:38]

If one believes in some while he disbelieves in others, he has
committed an act of disbelief can no longer be considered a
Muslim. Allah ( ) says:

(Verily, those who disbelieve in Allah and His
Messeangers and wish to make distinction between Allah
and His Messengers saying,
rejectother s, 6 and wish to adopt
are in truth disbelievers. And We have prepared forthe
disbelievers a humiliating torment.) [4:150-1]

The Qur'an has mentioned the names of twéingy prophets
and messengers. Allah | says:

(And that was Our Proof which We gave Abraham
against his people. We raise whom We will in degrees.
Certainly your Lord is All Wise, All Knowing. And We
bestowed upon him Isaac and Jacob, each of them We
guided, and before him, We guided Noah, and among his
progeny David, Solomon, Job, Joseph, Moses, and Aaron.
Thus do We reward the good doers. Zachariah, and John
and Jesus and Elias, each one of them was of the
righteous. And Ishmael and Elijah, and Jonah and Lot,
and each one of them We preferred above all of the
creation.) [6:83-6]

Allah says about Adanu( ):

(Allah chose Adam, Noah, the family of Abraham and
the family of Imran above all of the creation) [3:33]
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Allah says aboutiood(u ):

(And Aad(We sent)their brother Hood. He sai d,
my people! Worship Allah! You have no other god but
Him. Certainly, you do nothing but invent (lies)!) [11:50]

Allah says abutSalih(l ):

(And to Thamood(We sent)their brother Salih. He said:

00 my people! Worship AlIl ah,
Him. He brought you forth from the earth and settled

you therein, then ask forgiveness of Him and turn to Him

in repentance. Certanly, my Lord is Near, Responsive)
[11:61]

Allah says abous h u §la)i b

(And to the Median[We sent]their brother Sh u G Bé b
sai d: 0600 my peopl el Wor ship
god but Him, and give not short measure or weight, | see
you in prosperity; and verily | fear for you the torment of

a Day encomp&]ssi ng. 0

Allah says about Enoch ():

(And (remember)lshmael, and Enoch and lIsaiah, all
were from among the patient) [21:85]

Muhammad () was the last and final Messenger; no Magse
will come after him until the Final Day. Allah { says:

(Muhammad is not the father of any man among you,
but he is the Messenger of Allah and the last of the
Prophets) [33:40]

The religion of Muhammadr () abrogated the religions which
preceded it. It is theomplete and final religion of truth which is
obligatory to be followed, and it will etinue to be so until the
Final Hour.

Al l ah call s s om@élul-6 A z(thdseof siteng s e r
determination). They were the most determined of the
Messengers inconveying the Message; they were patient and
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steadfast. They were Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and
Muhammad, may Allah praise them all and keep them safe from
all evil. Allah (I ) says:

(And (rememberwhen We took from the Prophets their
covenant, and fran you [O Muhammad 1()], and from
Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus, son of Majy[33:7]

Who is Muhammadr )?

His name is Muhammakin®*Abdullah bin Abdul-Muttalib bin
Haashim. HisKunyahis Abul-Qaasim (The father of Qaasim).
He was from the Arab tribe of @aish whose ansiy traces
back to O6Adnaan. 6 Adnaan was
(u ), the Prophet of Allah and son of Abraham §, the most
beloved chosen servamit Allah.

The Prophetr() said:

Al ndeed Al |l ah c Kimaanah otethathert r i b
tribes from the children of Ishmael He chose the Quraish

over other tribes of Kinaanah; He choseBanu Haashim

over the other families of theQuraish; and He chose me

from Banu Haashim dViudlim]

He was born in the year 571 C.E. in the honored city of Mecca.
Mecca was the religious center of the Arabian R&na, as it
housed th& a 6 bbailh by Abraham and his son, Ishmael, may
Allah praise them and keep them safe from all evil.

His whole life exemplified truth and trustworthiness. Heere
told a lie, actd treacherously, oregeived anyone. Even before
he received revelation, he was known amongst hoplpeas
0The Trustworthy?o, and t hey
belongings when they intended to travel. He was also known as
O T h e hf Turl wbt. H e ellenbcharaotdr and manners. He

21 Bin pl. Banu: 'the son of..","the chidren of .."
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was eloquent in speech. He always wished well for others. Allah
describes him, saying:

(And verily, you are on an exalted standard of
character.) [68:4]

He received his first revelation from Allah at the age of forty,
and e remained in Mecca thereafter for thirteen years calling to
the worship of Allah alone. He then migrated Medina and
called its people to Islam, where they accepted it. ThetahA
revealed the remaining legislations. Henqoered Mecca eight
years afer his mgration, and he died when he was sittiyee,
after having been revealed the entire Qur'an by Allah. All the
legislations of the Religion were revealed, completed and
peafected, and the majority of Arabs accepted Islam.

The Benefits of Belief inthie Messengers.

Through belief in the various Messengers that Allah sent, we
benefit in the following ways:

[1] One realizes the mercy and love Allah has for His slaves;
since He sent to them Messengers who conveyed to them His
religion. They in themselvesvere examples whom people
emulated.

[2] To distinguish the believers who are truthful in their Faith
from others; for it is incumbent upon one who believes in his
own Messenger to believe in other Messengers who are
mentioned in his Book.

[3] Those whobelieve in their Messengers and then believe in
Muhammad () receive dable reward.
5. Belief in the Last Day

One must believe that the life of this world will come to an end.
Allah (I ) says:

(Whatsoever is on it(the earth)ill perish.) [55:26]
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When Allahwills this world to come to an end, Allah wiltaer
Angel Israafeel to blow the Trumpet. At that point, gteng
on Earth will perish. Then, He will order him to blow it again,
and upon that, all people will rise from their graves in their
bodies, allover the world, from the time of Adanu (). Allah
says:
(And the Trumpet will be blown, and all who are in the
heavens and all who are on the earth will collapse and
die, except him whom Allah wills. Then it will be blown a
second time and behold, they wilbe starding, looking on
(waiting).) [39:68]

Belief in the Last Day constitutes belief in everything thaA
and His Messenger, may Allah praise him, ha®rmed us
about.

[1] To believe in the life of theBarzakh The Barzakhdenotes
thetime afteone6s death unti | €dievere L&
will live a life of pleasure, while the disbelievers will be
punished. Alah ( ) says:

(The Fire; they are exposed to it, morning and
afternoon*’, and on the Day when the Hour will be
established (it will be said to the Angels) &6 Make
Phar aoh 6 saterphe seyetest torment) [40:46]

[2] To believe in Resurrection:Allah will resurrect mankind,
naked, barefooted, and uncircumcised. Allla) §ays:

(The disbelievers claim that they will never be
resurrected. Say: Yes! By my Lord, you will certainly be
resurrected, then you will be informed of what you did,
and that is easy for Allah) [64:7]

Due to the fact that many do not believe that Allah will reszt
all of creation, the Qur'an affirms this faby striking many
examples. Of these examples are the following:

1 Contemplating how Allah brings dead earth to life and
sprouts therein all types of plants. Alldh)(says:
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(And you see the earth barren, but when We send
down water on it, it is stirred [to life], it swells and
puts forth every lovely kind [of growth]. That is
because Alah, He is the Truth, and it is He Who
gives life to the dead, and it is He Who is Able to do
all things. And surely, the Hour is coming, there is
no doubt about it, and cetainly, Allah will
resurrect those who are in the grave$.[22:5-7]

(Do they not see that Allah, Who created the
heavens and the earth and was not wearied by their

creation, is Able to give life to the dead? Yes, He
surely is Able to do all things) [46:33]

(It is Allah Who takes away the souls at the time of
their death, and those that die not during their

sleep. He keeps thosdsouls) for which He has

ordained death and sends the rest for a term
appointed. Verily, in this are signs for a people who
think deeply) [39:42]

1 Pondering over his own creation. Alldh ) says:

(And he (man) puts forth for Us a parable, and
forgets his own creation.
to these bones when they have rotted away and
bec a me duys:t 27®@HeSawi | | gi ve
created them for the first time! And He is the Al
Knower of every creat i 0 [B6:48-9]

[3] To believe in the Gathering:Allah will gather all cretion
together and call them to account. Allah)(says:
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Pondering over the creation of the heavens and earth which
is indeed greater than the creation of humans. Allah (
says:

Reflecting on how a person wakes up after sleep, which is
similar to resurrection after death. This is why sleep is called
0t heet edeatl hsays: Al | ah (
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(And [remember])the Day We shall cause the mauains

to pass away , and you will see the earth as a leveled
plain, and we shall gather them all bgether so as to leave
not one of them Iehind.) [18:47]

[4] To believe that people will be brought before Allah in
ranks: Allah (I ) says:

(And they shall be brought before your Lord, standing in
ranks: Now certainly you have come to Us as We created
you at first. Nay, you thought that We had not appointed
to you a time of the fulfillment of the promise) [18:48]

[5] To believe hat oneds | i mbsAlahi(l)l b e
says:
(Till, when they reach it (Hellfire), their hearing (ears)
and their eyes, and their skins will testify against them as
to what they used to do. And they will say to their skins,
OWhy do you tt eusst?i6f yT haedyahivasd | s
caused us to speak, He causes all things to speak: and He
created you the first time, and to Him you are made to
re¢ urn. 8 And you have n(@mthebeen
world), lest your ears, and your eyes, and your skins
testify against you; but you thought that Allah knew not
much of what you were doing). [41:20-2]

[6] To believe in the QuestioningAllah (I ) says:

(But stop them; verily they ar
the matter with you? Why do you not help one aother
(as you used to do in the worklp Nay, but t hat

shall surrender.) [33:40]
[7] To believe in the Siraat (Bridge) over Hell, which
evelyone must pass over. Allah § says:

(There is not one of you but will pass over i(Hell); this is
with your Lord a Decree which must be acamplished.)
[19:71]
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[8] To believe in the weighing of deedsAllah will call people

to account and reward those who did well with what they
deserve, due to their righteous deeds, their belief, and adherence
to their Mesengers, and He will punish those who did evil.
Allah ( ) says:

(And We shall set up balances of justice on the Day of
Resurrection, then none will be dealt with unjustly in
anything. And if there be the weight of a mustard seed,
We will bring it. And Sufficient are We to take
account.) [21:47]

[9] To believe in the handing out of Scrolls and Booksllah

(I ) says:
(Then, as for him who will be given his Record in his
right hand, He surely will receive an easy reckoningAnd
he will return to his family in joy! But whosoever is gven
his Record behind his back. He will invoke (his)
destruction. And he shall enter a blazing Fire and made
to taste its buming.) [84:7-12]

[10] To believe that people will be rewardedvith Paradiseor
Hellfire in an everlastingnd eternal life. Rah ( ) says:

(Verily those who disbelieve from among the people of
the Book and the pagans will abide in the Fire of Hell.
They are the worst of creatures. Verily, those who &ieve
and do righteous deeds, they are the best of creas.
Their reward with their Lord is the Paradise of Eden,
underneath which rivers flow. They will abide therein
forever. Allah will be pleased with them, and they with
Him. That is for him who fears his Lord.) [98:6-8]

[11] To believe in the prophetic resrvoir?* intercession and
all other things of which the Messenger of Allah) (nformed
us.

22The pool which Allah granted the Prophet ( r ); whoever drinks from
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The Benefits of Belief in the Last Day
Through belief in Last Day, we benefit in the following ways:

[1] It makes one prepare himself for that Day byf@ening
good deeds, and competing therein, and abstaining froful si
acts and fearing His punishment.

[2] It comforts the believers; since they know if they forgo
something in this world, Allah rewards them with something
better in the Hegafter.

[3] To distingush the believers who are truthful in their faith
from those who are not.

6. Belief in Qadaa & Qadar

One must believe that Allah knew everything before it came into
being, as well as what would occur afterwards. He then brought
them into existence, all in esrdance to His Knoledge and
Decree. Allah|( ) says:

(Verily, We have created all things withQadar) [54:49]

Everything which occurred in the past, which is occurring in the
present and what will occur in the future is known thaA
before it came int@xistence. Allah then brought it intaibg,

all in accordance to His Will and Decree. The Messenger of
Allah () said:

AA person is not a belivweer u
Decree, its good and its evil consequencés until he

knows that whateverhappened to him would have never

missed him, and what missed him would never have

occ u r r atdlirnudthi

it once, will never feel thirsty thereafter.
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This belief does not contradict the fact that one must strive to
attain things. To clarify this, if a person wants a child he must do
certain thinggo achieve this goal, such as getting married. After
he does all that is in his power, he may be granted what he
wishes or not. The reason for this is that a person would realize
that what he does to achieve his goal is not in fact the true cause
behind t ; rather 1t is the Wil/ 0
our goals are also considered from the Divirexree of Allah.

The Prophet may Allah praise him, was asked:

600 Messenger of Al 1l ah, do th
we recite and the medicine we tee to cure ourselves
waive the Divine Decreeof Allah (I )? §He replied,]
060They are from ofh eAlB@lidabkimbe [De c

Hunger, thirst and feeling cold are from the Divireerge. One
seeks to satisfy hunger throughtieg, thirst through drinkig

and coldness by keeping warm. They seek to fend themselves
from what was written for them from hunger, thirst and coldness
by what was written for them from eating, diimg, and seeking
warmth. They seek to prevent one aspect of the Divine Decree
with another.

The Benefits of Belief in the Divine Decree

Through the belief in the Divine Decree, one benefits in the
following ways:

[1] Belief in the Divine Measure results in a clear conscience
and peace of heart. No room is left for one to feel sad about
what results or does not come to be. Umeass and unrest of
the heart leads to many psychological disorders, such as
depression and stress, all of which have a negative result on the
body. Belief in this concept prevents and cures thekaesses.
Allah (1 ) says:

(No evil befalls on the earth nor in your own souls, but it
is in a book before We bring it into existence; surely that
is easy to Allah* So that you may not grieve for what has
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escaped you, nor be exultant at what He has given you,;
and Allah doesnot love any arrogant boaster) [57:22-3]

[2] It encourages knowledge and exploration of what Allah
created in this universe. Afflictions, such as disease, drive
humans to seek a cure, and this is done by searching for the
sources of mdadine which Allah the Most High, created in this
universe.

[3] It eases the effects of calamities and eliminates tHanfeef
regret. If someone loses money in a business, this isdevedi

a hardship. If a person is sorrowful after that, this would lead to
two hardshps: the hardship of the calamity and that of the
feeling of remorse and sorrow. If one believes in the Divine
Decree,he would be pleased with the results notterawhat.
The Prophetr() said:

AThe strong believer i sllabett e
than a weak believer, and in each one there is good. Be
keen to do what benefits you and seek Allah's help, and
do not be neglectful in doing so. And if any mishap

bef all s you, do not say, O1f o
such, & but rat hereDwiaeyDecreéoff hi s
Allah, and whatever He Wills He doeg 6 f or i ndee

opens the door fMuslimSatands wo

[4] 1t increases oneds depend:
of the cr eatt)said. |l bn O60Abbaas (

Al was behind t laefl)desa/anmdger
he(r)sai d to me: 60 young boy,
words: Guard Al Il ahos comman
guard vyou. Guard All ahos co
find Him in front of you (with His protection). And If

you ask, then ask Allah, and if yu seek help, then seek

help from Allah. Know that if the whole world was to

gather to help you, they would never be able to help

you except with something which Allah has already
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written for you. And if the whole world gathered to

cause you some harm, thewould not be able to harm

you except with something which Allah has already
written for you. The pens have been lifted, and the
scroll s hatwliemiddir i eddé. 0 |

Belief in the Divine Decreés not, as some mistakenly think, a
call to put one's trust iAllah without striving or fulfilling the
means, for the Messger of Allah ¢ ) replied to a person who
asked him:

i Shoul d | tie my camel and t
camel untied and trust i n Al
trust | mtThhidhihh' . 0 [
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The Pillars of Islam

The types of worship which are performed physically and
verbally are called the Pillars of Islam. They are the fatiods
upon which the Religion is built and by which a person is
regarded a Muslim. These pillars are @ltofvs:

1 The two Testimonies of Faith, which is a verbal pillar of
Islam.

1 The second and fourth pillars of Islam are prayer artthtas
which are both physical pillars of Islam.

1 The third is Zakaah (compulsory charity), which is a
physcal act of worshipvherein one gives out the obligatory
charity.

1 The fifth pillar of Islam is Hajj (the Pilgrimage to Mecca),
which combines, physical, verbal and calls upon one to
expend from his wealth.

Islam does not call upon the Muslims to merely perform these
acts é worship; rather; it wants of them taupfy their souls.
Allah (I ) says regarding Prayer:

(Indeed the prayer prevents from licentiousness and
[other]sins) [29:45]

Allah (I ) says about the Obligatory Chari§akaah:

(Take alms from their wealth in order to purify them
and sanctify them with it.) [9:103]

Allah (I ) says about fasting:

(O you who believe! Fasting has been prescribed for you
as it was prescribed for those before you, that you may
become of the pioug.[2:183]

Fasting teaches and trainsethindividual seHrestrain and
discipline, and not to indulge in one's wants and desires. This is
what the Prophet () meant when he said:
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nWhoever does not refrain fr
Al |l ah has no need for him to
[al-Bukhari]

Allah (I ) says about Hajj Pilgrimage:
(The Haijj is (in) the well-known months™. So whosever
intends to perform Hajj, then he should not have sexual

relations, nor commit sin, nor dispute unjustly during the
Hajj.) [2:197]

In Islam, worship plays great role in developing and reiing
praiseworthy manners, as well as safeguarding the unity of
Muslims. The Pillars of Islam are adlfiws:

The First Pillar: The Two Testimonies of Faith

These are the testimonig¢sat no one has the right to be
wor shipped but Allah, and that Muhammad is His slave and
messenger This is a verbal pillar of Islam, but one must also
follow it with belief and action. This is the key to enter Islam.

The Meaning of the First Testimony:

This is the phrase dfawheed®. For thisconcept, Allah brought
the creation into being, and for this concept HmmdPaldise
and Hellfire. Allah ( ) says:

(And I have created neither theJinn nor mankind except
to worship Me.) [51:56]

This is the belief to which all Prophets and Messengalied
their peoples from Adam to the last of themyhdmmad, may

23j.e. the 10" month, the 11t month and the first ten days of the 12t
month of the Islamic calendar, i.e. two months and ten days.

24 Tawheed: The mncept of the Oneness of Allah.
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Allah praise them and keep them safe from all evil. Allah (
says:
(And we have not sent before you any messengetcept
that We have revealed to him that there is no god that is
worshipped in truth except Me, so worship and obey
Me.) [10:25]

The first testimonythat none has the right to be woshipped
but Allah, includes the following meanings:

1 Allah is the Creator of all that exists. Allah ) says:

(Such is Allah, your Lord! None hasthe right to be

wor shipped but He, the Creator of all things. So worship
and obey Him (Alone), and He is the Guardian over all
things.) [6:102]

1 Allah is the Proprietor of all that exists, and the Disposer of
all affairs®. Allah (I ) says:

(Surely, His isthe Creation and Commandment. Blessed
be Allah, the Lord of all that existg!) [7:54]

{ Allah is the One Who deserves to be worshipfieallah
says:
(No doubt! Verily, to Allah belongs whosoever is in the
heavens and whosoever is in the earth. And those who
worship and invoke others besides Allah, in fact they
follow not the partners, they follow only a conjecture and
they only invent lies) [10:66]

1 To Him belong the beautiful names and perfect attributes. Far
removed is He from every imperfectioh.

25 Points one and two are known as Tawheed aRuboobiyyahor the
Oneness of Allah. This is the belief that there is no Creator, Provider,
Sustainer, and Owner except for Allah.
26 This is concept is known as Tawheed aUloohyyah, or the Oneness of
Allah in His worship.
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Allah (Y ) says:

(And all the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allah, so
call on Him by them, and leave the company of those who
belie or deny His Names. They will be requited for what
they used to do). [7:180]

The Conditions of the Testimony:

It is not enough to merely utter this testimony for it to be
accepted by Allah. It is a key to the gatesRdradise but in
order for the key to work, it needs to have the right ridges. This
Testimony must meet the following conditions for it to be
accepted by Allah:

1. Knowledge: This comprises knowing that all things
worshipped besides Allah are false. There is no goghvoped
in truth except Allah, even if it be a prophet, a magse or an
angel. Allah is the only One Who deserves all types athip,
such as prayer, pplication, hope, sacrificial slaughieg,
making oaths, etc.

Whoever assigns any act of worship to other than Allah while

that person intends to worship or aggrandize the one who he
assigned it to, has committed an act of disbelief, even if he
uttered he two testimonies.

2. Certainty: The heart must be firmly certain of the meaning of
the two testimonies. @rinty is the opposite of doubt, so there
is no room for a person to doubt or hesitate in his belief. Allah
(I ) says:

(The believers are only thos who have believed in Aah

and His Messengerand afterward doubt not, and strive

with their wealth and their lives for the Cause of Allah.

Those are the truthful) [49:15]

27 This concept is known as Tawheed aAsmaa” wasSifaat that Allah
has the Best Names and Attributes, and that there are none equal,
comparable to, or like them.
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3. Acceptance:One should accept the testimony fully, and not
reject it2 Allah (I ) says:
(Truly, when it was said to t

worshipped except Allah, o6 the
pride (i.e. deny it)) [37:35]

4. Submission, obedience and acting upon all what the
testmoniesnecessitaté’ A person must do whakllah ordered
and abstain from what He prohibited. Alldh)(says:

(And whosoever submits his face to Allah, while he is a
Muhsin®® (doer of good)then he has grasped the most
trustworthy handhold. And to Allah return all matters
for decision) [37:35]

5. Truthfulness: One must be truthful in professing the
testmonies®! Allah says:

(They say with their tongues what is not in their hearts.
[48:11]

28 |t is not sufficient that a person knows wh at the Shahaadameans
and believes it with certainty. Rather he must accept it by
pronoun cing it, and accepts to become a Muslim.

2 |t is not sufficient that a person knows what the Shahaadalmeans
and believes it with certainty, accepts it by pronouncing it and accepts
to become a Muslim, rather, he must act according to it.

30 Muhsin: Literally, a person who does something well. Here it means
one who does righteous deeds sincerely for Allah, according to the
method the Prophet (r ) taught us. Allah mention s both submission to
Allah along with doing righteous deeds, and if a person does these he
has grasped theShahaadah

31 Even though a person may be doing all these things on the outside,
he might be hiding disbelief in his heart, like the Hypocrites.
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6. Sincerity of worship: One must sincerely dedicate all acts of
worship to Allah aloné? Allah says:

(And they were not commanded except to worship lRah,
following the religion purely and sincerely for Him,
turning away from other religions.) [98:5]

7. Love: One must love the testimonieand all that they
necesitates. He must love Allah, His Messengerd aHis
righteous slaves. He must hate and show enmity towards all who
show enmity to Allah and His Messenger. He must prefer what
Allah and His Messenger love, even if it is differs from his
desires. Allah [ ) says:

(Say: If your fathers, your sons, your lothers, your
wives, your kindred, the wealth that you have gained, the
commerce in which you fear a decline, and the dwellings
in which you delight are dearer to you than Allah and
His Messenger, and fighting in His Cause, then waitniil
Allah brings about His Decision (torment) And Allah
guides not the people who are rebellious and disobedient
to Allah.) [9:24]

These testimoniealso necessitate that Allah is the only One
Who has the right to legislate, whether it be in matters
concerning worship or thse concerning human relations, in

both individual and public matters.

The act of making something prohibited or lawful is fdiahA
alone. His Messenger | merely explained and clarifiedllAa h 6 s
commandments. AllaH () says:

(And whatsoever the Messergy gives you, take it, and
whatsoever he forbids you, refrain(from it).) [59:7]

32|t may be that one fulfills all the previous conditions, but he d irects
worship to other than Allah at times, like suppl icating to the dead, etc.
He has not made his worship purely for Allah.
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The Meaning of t he seharommadis Tes
Hi s Messenger 0

To bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah
necessitates the following:

1. To believe thathe is a Messengerand that he is the best and
last of the Messengers; no Messenger will come after him. Allah
(I ) says:

(Muhammad is not the father of any man among you,

but he is the Messenger of Allah and the last of the

Prophets) [33:40]

2. To believe that he is infalliblein the teachings he owveyed
from Allah (I ). Allah, the Exalted, says:

(Nor does he speak ofhis own] desire. It is only an
Inspiration that is inspired.) [53:3-4]

As for the affairs of this world, he was a human, and he had his
own opinions. The Prophat } said:

Al ndeed | am only a human. I
comes to me with a dispute, and due to one of theneibhg

more coercive in speech than the other, | may rule in his
favor. Whoever was ruled in his favor while he is wong,

[what he is receiving without right$ only a pation of the
Hel Il fire, so |l et him take it

[Muslim]
3. To believe that he is a Messenger to all creatioro Jinn
and to humans until the Final Hour. Allah ) says:

(And We have not sentyou [O Muhammad ()] except to
all of mankind, as a giver of glad tidings and a warner,
but most people know nof) [34:28]
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4. To obey the Prophet(r ) in what he ordered to believe in
everything he said, and to refrain from what he forbade and
warned agiast. Allah says:

(And whatsoever the Messenger gives you, take it, and
whatsoever he forbids you, abstairffrom it).) [59:7]

5.To follow and adhere tot h e P r ¢ pSuenahiwsthout
innovating matters in it. Allah, the Exalted, says:

(Say [O Muhammad(r ) to mankind] If you truly love
Allah then follow me, Allah will love you and forgive you
your sins. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.)
[3:31]

The Second Pillar: Salaah _(Prayer)

It is obligatory upon you to establish the pray@&alqah] for it is
the backbone of the Religion;
be complete. Striking an example between the Religion and a
camel, the Prophet () said :

AAS for t he head of t (the Re
Shaladataan); as for its backbone, it is theSalaah, and as
for the highest part of its hump, it isJihad. &

[at-Tirmidhi]

Salaahis a term which denotes a group of words aaiibas
which starts withTakbeer[sayingé Al | a h u, maédnibga r 6
OAl Il ah is the Gr daasleeenayion dsan d
Sal aamu 6al aylkahmn wa Rahmat u

A Muslim performs it out of obeadnce to Allah, magnifying and
glorifying Him in it. Through it, one maintains a continual
relationship with His Creator. Whenever a person becomes

33 Jihad: To strive in the way of Allah so that His Word and Relig ion
may be made supreme.

107



absorbed in the entertainments of ifis and his faith welens,
he hears the call to pray&kdhaar which would admaish him.

There are five prayers which must be performed in the day and
night. Men must observe them in tMasjid in congregtion,
except for those who have a valid excuséirough this,
Muslims come to know one another, and the bonds of love and
unity which hold them together are built, maintained and
strengthened. They come to know of the condition of their
fellow Muslims on a daily basis. If someone is not present and
thought to be sick, they visit him, and if it seems that he is
falling short in some of his obligations, they advise him. All
social differences, such as class, race, and lineage are
disregarded, for Muslims line up side by side in straight rows,
all facing e direction Makkah(Mecca)] all at the same time.

All are rendered equal in regards to their subservience to Allah
and standing before Him.

The Third Pillar: Obligatory Charity ( Zakaah )

It is a certain percentage of money which a rich Muslim gives to
thepoor and needy to save them from the humility ajgoeg. It

is compulsory upon every Muslim who possessesNltsaab
(minimum amount upon whicBakaahis due). Alah ( ) says:

(And they were commanded not, but that they should
worship Allah, and worship none but Him Alone
(abstaining from ascribing partners to Himand to
establish the Salaahand give theZakaah and that is the
correct and upright Religion.) [98:5]

Whoever rejects its obligation would have fallen into dis,

and trasgressed againshe weak, poor, and needy. It is not a
tax levied by the Islamic State from its subjects, as the ignorant
believe; for were it so, it would have been levied fromslifos

and nonMuslims alike! Among the conditions dakaahis that

a person be Muslim, ans not to be taken from neMuslims.

The following are some of its conditions.
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1. Possession of the minimum required amount A per s G
wealth must reach the limit which has been set by the Religion
of Islam.

2. The completion of one year If the wealth $ not in the
pasonds possessi on fZakaahtlue upen p e |
it.
Allah has specified those who are eligible to recefakaah
Allah (I ) says:
(The Sadaqaat[Zakaah} is only for the fugaraa and
masaakeen[the poor]and those employed to @lect (the
funds) and to attract the hearts of those who have been
inclined (towards Islam)and to free the captives; and for
t hose i n debt ; and for Al | a
wayfarer [a traveler who is cut off from ewghing]; a duty
imposed by Allah And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise.)
[9:60]

The amount which is to be paid is 2.5 % of the amouiktced

over a period of a year. Through it, Islam seeks pooat
poverty from the Muslim society and alleviate thengkrs
which result from it, like thi¢, murder, and acts of tragression
agai nst peopl eds honor . utublt r
dependence and brotherhood in the Muslim society by fulfilling
the requirements of the poor and needy.

The difference betweenakaahand tax is that a Muslirpays it
willfully and on his own accord; he is the one who suses its
payment. Furthermore, its name iicates its goaf, which is
purification of the soul of rich Muslims. It also cleanses a
Muslim of greed, selfishness, base covetess, and the V@ of
this temporal world and drowning in itsegires, all of which

34 Zakah comes from the verb 'zakkah' which means to purify and
cleanse.
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make him forget his brothers from the poor and needy. Allah
(I ) says:
(And whosoever is saved from his own covetousness,
such are they who will be the successflil[59:9]

It also purifiesthe poor from hatred and jeaisy which they
may have against the rich. They see them giving from their
wealth as Allah has ordered, and continuously caring for them,
by giving them money and treating them well.

Islam sternly warns those who refuse to gajkaah Allah (1 )

says:
(And let not those who covetously withhold of that which
Allah has bestowed on them of His Bountj\Wealth] think
that it is good for them (and so they do not pay the
obligatory Zakaal). Nay, it will be worse for them; the
things which they covetously withheld shall be tied to
their necks like a collar on the Day of Resurrectior).
[3:180]

The Prophetr() said:

Al f any owner of gold or sil\
from him, when the Day of Resurrection comes, plates of

fire will be beaten out for him. These will then be heated

in the fire of Hell and his sides, his forehead and his back

will be cauterized with them. Whenever these cool down,

(the process igepeated for a day the extent of which will

be fifty thousand years, until judgment is pronounced

upon the slaves, and he sees whether his path is to take

him to Paradiseo r t o [Mdgif]| . O

The Fourth Pillar: The Fast of Ramadan

A Muslim must fast one month in the year, which is the month
of Ramadan. From the first break of dawntil the sun sets,

Muslims must abstain from anything that breaks the fast,
whether it be food, drink, or sexual intercourse. Fasting is not an
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act of worship introduced by Islam; rather it was an ahibg
legislated in the mvious religions as welAllah (I ) says:

(O you who have believed, decreed upon you is fagy as
it was decreed upon those before you that you may
become righteous) [2:183]

The objective of fasting is not that one merely abstains from
those material and physical things whichrel@ak oneoés
Rather, one must also refrain from thostangible things which
reduce the reward of otmgftas f a
bearing, cheating, deception, false talk, and other offensive
behavior. He should keep in mind that it is gatiory upon him

to abstain from these offensive actstside of Ramadan, but
more so in this month, due to the saying of the Prophet (

AiWhoever does not refrain frc
Al l ah had no need for him to
[al-Bukhari]

The Fasting is a strugugihgsand et w
desires. It has many social benefits which the Prophgt (
explained in his saying:

AAl I the actions of the <chil
except fasting, for it is for Me and | will reward for it.

Faging is a shield; When one of you is fasting, he should

not speak evil, nor should he yell and shout, and if
someone were to curse or figh
am a fasting person. 060 By Him
of Muhammad, the smell which issues from the mouth of

a fasting person is more dearer to Allah than the
fragrance of musk. One who fasts will have two occasions

of joy: upon breaking his fast and when he meets his
Lord. o

[al-Bukhariand Muslin

Through fasting, one reaks how his needy brothers feel who
do not find sufficient food, clothing, and shelter, and this would
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entice him to fulfill his rights and ask about their ciiwohs and
what they need.

The Fifth Pillar: Haijj

Hajj is the pilgrimage one makes to the Sadfedse of Alah

(theK a 0 pimdrder to perform certain rites at specific places

at specific times. This pillar of Islam is obligatory upon every
Muslim, male or female, who is sane and has reached the age of
puberty once in a lifetime, if they have theypical and

financial capability.

If a person has an incurable disease which prevents him from
performing Hajj but has enough money, he must deputize
someone to perform Hajj for him. If a person does not have
more money than what he needs to fulfill heslg requilements

or those whom he supports, Hajj is not an aian upon him.
Allah (1 ) says:

(And the performing of Hajj to the House [Kaaba]is a
duty that mankind owes to Allah, those who have the
ability; and whoever disbelieves, then Allah standsat in
need of aalameenMankind, dinngand all that
exists].) [3:97]

Hajj is the largest Islamic gathering. Muslims from all over the
world come ogether at one place and one time; they all call
upon the saméord, wear the same clothes, perfothe same
rituals, and recite the same call:

Lab'baik al'laahum'ma lab'baik, lab'baika laa shareeka
laka lab'baik. In'nal hamda wun'nimata laka waimulk laa
shareeka lak.

Meaning:
Here am |, O, Allah; here am I. There is no partner with You.
Here am |.Surely, all praise and graces are Yours, and so is
the dominion! There is no partner with You.
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No difference is made between rich and poor, noble arabign
white and black, Arab and n&krab; all are the same in front of
Allah. There is no differenceebween them except in piety
(tagwag. The Hajj is an event which emphasizes the
brotherhood of all Muslims and the unity of their hopes and

fedings.
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The Political Aspect of Islam

Islamic legislation has introduced basic principles gaaeral
rules in political matters which act as the basis upon which the
Islamic State is built. The ruler of the Muslim State executes and
implements the commands of Allah ). Allah (I ) says:

(Do they then seek the judgment of(the days of)
Ignorance? And who is better in judgment than Allah for
a people who have firm Faith) [5:50]

The ruler of the Islamic country is in fact a deputy over the
Ummabh which obliges him to implement the following:

[1] To do everything in his ability to implement the Iglgiions

and laws of Allah, and to provide honest, honorable ways of
living for the nation, to safeguard the Religion, 8@y, lives,

and wealth. The Prophat ) said:

ANo sl ave of Allah is made t
the Muslims and fails to be tue and sincere in it, ecept
that he will not smell the scent of thd?aradise 0

[al-Bukhari]

The ruler of the Islamic State must have the necessary
charateristics, as described tymar b. atKhattab(t ) when he

said to his Companionsi Sh ow me am |men assignh o

to take care of certain affairs of the Muslims which are of
concern tDhaene. oAbdgu-R adh mafin | b &lA
said:A He i s They mdntioed another man and he said,
Al have no nleheedy afhemi m.sk ed,
pasondo you wanfi?Po wHet sai dnan wh
their leader, he kehaves as if he was one of them, and if he is

not their leader, he pear s as IiTfhelye swede
one else is more suitable th#w-Ra b e e 0 a fHaainittbo ®@ u
6 Umaaid:i You $spouken t haed hé mpoirtted , 0
him.
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2. The ruler must not appoint anyone over the Muslims who is
not fit for the post or trust. He should naei/ér a friend or a
relative over a worthy candidate for a certain post. TheHetop
(r ) said:
A No s | gweneresporssibility over some people and
dies in a state in which he is treacherous to themxeept
that Allah forbids him from Paradise fMuslim|

The aforementioned rules and principles are characterized by the
following:

* They are divine, ordained b&llah and in their light all are
considered equal éthe ruler anc
the noble and ignoble, the black and whiteo one, no matter

how highranking he is, is allowed to violate them or pass laws
that contradict with them. Adh ( ) says:

(It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and
His Messenger have decreed a matter that they should
have any option in their decision. And whoever disobeys
Allah and His Messenger, he has indeed strayed in a
plain error.) [33:36]

* All are required to abide, respect, and implement these rules
and principles; both the ruler and the ruled. Allah ays:

(The only saying of the faithful believers, when they are

called to Allah and His Messenger, to judge between

them, is that they say6 We hear and we obe
are the successful onegvho will live forever inPaidise).)

[24:51]

In Islam, no man has absolute power; including the ruler for his
powers are restricted by the limits set by the Islamicslizton;

if he opposes them,epple must disobey him andlifmwv the
truth. The Prophet () said:

Alt i's obligatory wupon (tke Mus
authority) in those things which he likes or does not,
except if he is commanded to do something sinful. If he is
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commandedtodoa i nf ul act , then do
[al-Bukhari

* Mut ual consul tationéthe pol
upon this. Allah ) says:

(And those who answer the Call of their Lord, and
establish the Prayer, and who(conduct)their affairs by
mutual consultation, and who spend of what We have
bestowed on then). [42:38]

Allah (I ) also says:

(And by the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them gantly.
And had you been severe and harsh hearted, they would
have broken away from about you; so pass oveftheir
faults), and ask ( Al | d&dbrgiveness for them; and
consult them in the affairs.) [3:159]

In the first verse, Allah associates mutual consultation with
prayers, which is the backbone of Islam. This indicates the
importance of mutual consultation in Islam ali matters that
concern thdmmah(nation). The people of knowledge should
be consulted in these matters. At the end of the first aylddiy A

(I ) praises the Believers in general because they mutually
consult one another in all their matters.

In the secnd ayah, Allah I( ) orders His Messenger, who was
the Head of State, to mutually consult his Companions in
matters that are of common interest to themah(nation) if no
apparent ruling was revealed concerning it. There is uiah
consultation in mattersvhich have a ruling inrShari'ah The
Prophet( ) said:

"No people mutually consult, except they would be
guided to the best matter.The Messenger of Allahr () then
recited:

(and who conduct their affairs by mutual consultation) "
[al-Adab atMufrad]
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Scholars have stated the obligation for the ruler to consult the
people in matters relating to their interests. If leglects their
consultation, the people are required to demand itderdo say

their word and give their opinion. This is based on thevab
mentioned verses, and because the Religion of Islam considers
the ruler a deputy who is responsible to perform what was
delegated to him. Thus the people are required toitorothe

rul erds I mplementation of t he
freedomto voice their opinion and criticize in the manner they
deem appropriate, in accordance to thengypies set by the
Religion. They should not do so in a manner which causes
disruption. The Prophet () said:

Al ndeed Jihddis tobhtersatword of justice before
a tyr ann i[AbaDawaod & itniMajaah

Abu Bakry the first Caliph of Islam, addressed the peopjinga

AO peopl e! dpointed aseourrdee thougn |
am not the best among you. So if you find me upon the
truth, help me. But if you find me in the wrong, correct
me. Obey me so long as | obey Allah in conducting your
affairs. However, if | disobey Him | have no claim to
your obedience. 0

6 Umar -Khattah thelsecond Caliph, stood on the pulpit

one day and addressed peoplersgyii O peopl e! I f
t hat I have fallen into cArru
Bedouin rose from amongst the people and saiB:y Al | a h'!
we find you crooked, we wil/| 5

yet 6 U mdid not get agry or harbor malice toards him. He

only raised his hands towards the heaven and8dftlr ai se b
Allah Who has made among our nation a person who is able

to correct the crookedness ofd6 U m.aa

The ruler is even called to account and questioned. @ntkema r
addressed people hile having a twepiece dress on. When he
said RO peopl e! La nsah saod up amtl saab e
AnWe wil|l not 4 Um# reaskedMoArn do bwehyy!
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t h a tTieoman answeredi Because youpedeayv e
dress while we only have a single pieane (he had allocated
one dress for each Muslim)® U matronce called out in his

loudest voice:AAb dul | ah i(hisrson)é6 Umalr | t h
Abdullah said:il t i s my dr ess WwhHeimanh |
thensaidih Now we wi | | |l i sten and ot

Thus Islam peserves the rights and freedoms of both thesgpc
and the individual. It safeguards the sources of lagisl from

the whims and desires of legislators, since they shape their
legislations with personal or regional needs and nistances.
The Islamiclegislation does not gtuss other minute details of
government. This aims to leave the door open for Muslims to
lay down proper rules and regtibns that suit their specific
conditions and serve their bestarest in any specific place and
time, providel such rules and regations do not contradict the
principles and fundamentals afdm.
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The Economic Aspect of Islam

Wealth is the vigor and basis upon which life is maintained. The
Islamic Shari'ahaims through it to establish a baladcsociety,
wherein social justice is upheld and one can live an honorable
life. Allah ( ) says:

(Wealth and children are the adornment of the life of
this world.) [18:46]

Since Islam considers money one of the indispensable
necesries without which indiidual nor society can exist, it has
ordained thatZzakaahbe taken (2.5%) from the capital of the
rich, if the necessary amount from which it is taken is in that
person’'s possession for a full lunar year. This money is to be
distributed amongst the poor.i#t a due right of the poor, and it

is forbidden to withhold it from them.

This does not mean that Islam abolishes individual osine
and private business; rather it smons and respects them.
There are many explicit texts which prohibit transgression
against wealth and property of others. Allah Gays:

(And eat up not one angt her
[2:188]

Islam has enacted laws and regulations the impi&tien of

whi ch guarantees the achievem
honorable life for ach individual in the Islamic society. Some

of the regulations are:

[1] Islam has forbidden interest, for it does not allow people to
exploit others and devour their wealth wrongfully. Islam has
made wealth and property inviolable. Due to the fact that
interest leads people to forsake acts of kindness and leads to the
accumulation of wealth in the hands of a feWlaA (| ) says:

(O you who believe! Be afraid of Allah and give up what

remains (due to you)from usury (from now onward) if

you are (really) believers. And if you do not do it, then

take a notice of war from Allah and His Messenger. But
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if you repent, you shall have your capital sums. Deal not
unjustly (by asking more than your dég sums)and you
shall not be dealt with unjustly (by receivingless than your
capital sums) [2:278-9]

[2] The Religion of Islam encourages people to give loans. It
also encourages that one extend the period (of repayment) if one
is having difficulty repaying a loan. One should not be harsh to
that individual if he mtends on repang his debt. As for those
who have the means to pay the debt off, but choose not to, a
different course of action should be taken. Allah gays:

(And if the debtor is in a hard time (has no money)then
grant him time till it is easy for him to repay.) [2:280]

The Prophetr() said:

AWhoever | oans money to a pe
receive the reward of charity for each day he gives

them. And whoever extends the time period for the
debtor who has difficulty returning a loan will receive

the reward of charity for ea

[Ibn Maajah]

[3] Islam encourages that the loan be pardoned altogether if it is
difficult for the debtor to repay it. Allah () says:

(And if the debtor is in a hard time (has no money)then
grant him time till it is easy for him to repay, but if you
remit it by way of charity, that is better for you if you did
but know.) [2:280]

The Prophetr() said:

AWhoever wi shes t hat Al | ah
difficu lties of the Day of Requital let him extend the time
peri od to a debtor o[Muslimf ee hi m

[4] Hoarding and monopolizing of any type of commodity is
forbidden, because the trader takes into his possessidacso
which the people need without selling them until the supply
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decreases, and thde sells them for witever price he pleases.
This incurs much harm, both to the imdual and the society,
the rich and the poor. The Prophe) Gaid:

i Whoever[cdnmeditiessj@o ul d [Bluslm . . 0

Abu Yusufthe student ofmam Abu Haneefalmay Allah have
mercy on him, said:

AAnyt hing that i's hoarded an
public, it is considered of the prohibited type of
monopoly, even if (the thing hoarded isyold or silver.
Whoever hoards(something the public is in need @¥puld

have certainly misused what he owns. The m@son
monopoly is prohibited is to safeguard people from

harm, for indeed, people have many different needs, and
monopolizing therein would incur hardship upon
peopl e. o

A ruler may force one who hoards a commodity ti iseat a
reasonable profit which is neither detrimental to the seller or
buyer. If the monopolist refuses to sell at that profit, the ruler
may take possession of the hoarded commodity and sell it at a
reasonable price in order to prevent those who neathioking

of exploiting the people by amopolizing goods they are in need

of.

[5] It has prohibited taxes that are taken from a tradetltova
them to sell their goods or to import them into thentou The
Prophet( ) said:

AOne who <col | posed on tradere, will ok i m
enter Paradise 0

[Ahmad & Abu Dawodd

This tax is considered taking money unlawfully and giving it to
those who are not entitled to it. All those who contribute to this
tax, including tax collectors, clerks, witnesses and vecsi

comeumder the Prophetds saying:
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ANo f |l esh t hat gr ows from wu
admitted into Paradise Hellfire shall have the best claim
t o t h[atmirmidhi]

[6] Islam has forbidden hoarding wealth, and not expending
from it the due righthat belongs to Allah; both the individual as
well as society would stand to benefit from this. Wealth should
be circulated in society to stimulate the economy, and with this
all individuals within society would stand to benefit. Alldh)(
says:

(And those who hoard up gold and silver and spend it

not in the Way of Allah, announce unto them a painful

torment.) [9:34]

As Islam respects individual ownership, it imposes rights and
duties therein. Among these are obligations whiaficem and
relate to the ownehimself, such that he must take care of
himself and his dependants; relatives and those who he must
upkeep. There are other rights which concern thevidaals in
society, such that they must pagkaah and give out chdy,

and help others. Other obditions concern theosiety at large,
such that they must expend to build schools, hospitals,
orphanages, mosques, and other facilities which would benefit
society. What is sought by this is that resources are not amassed
in the hands of a few within socjet

[7] It has forbidden giving less in measure and weight, for it is a
type of theft, treachery and deception. Allah) says:

(Woe to those who give less in measure and weight.

Those who, when they have to receive by measure from
men, demand full measre. = And when they have to give

by measure or weight to men, give less than dye.
[83:1-3]

[8] It has prohibited domination of public domain, such atew
and public pastures, which do not belong to anyone; and has
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also prohibited preventing people rinobenefiting from it. The
Messenger of Allahr() said:

AThere are three persons whor
on the Day of Requi t(aellelnwhor | o
falsely swears that he bought a product for a higher price

than which [the buyer]bought it, a person who swears to

a false oath after[the sacred time of§ A glate afternoon)

so as to usurp the money of a Muslim, and a man who
refuses to give excess water. On that day,llah will say

to him: 60Today | withhold frr
withheld what was in excess of your needs, though you

are not i[al-Bukltarjeat or . o

The Prophetr() said:

AAL I Musl i ms have equatureshar e
wat er, 4dAhaadf i re. o

[9] The Religion of Islam brought about a just system of
inheilitancethrough which wealth is distributed amongst a man's
rightful heirs; whether they are young, old, male @ndle. No

one has the right to distribute the inheritance in any other way.
One of the benefits of this system is that it divides the estates no
mater how large they may be into small shares, thus making it
impossible for the money to settle with artaen group. The
Prophet( ) said:

Al ndeed All ah has given each
not one of you bequeath something to someone who is
alreadyal | otted a portion of the

[Abu Dawood

[10] Islam has legislated endowments, which are of two types:

a) Private endowments limited to the family and children of the
endower; in order to safeguard them from poverty and begging.
The conditionof its validity is that the endowment should serve
charitable causes after the endower's progeny cease.
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b) Public charitable endowments which are used to maintain
charitable causes; such as building hospitals, schools, streets,
public libraries, Mosquessocial welfare homes for orphans,
foundlings, and the elderly, and all that serve public interest.

[11] The Religion of Islam has legislated a system of
bequeathal; therefore, every Muslim has the right to bequeath a
portion of his money to be used afteis death for righteous
purposes. The Religion has limited this portion, to a third so that
his heirs would not be harmeflamir bin Sa'dt ) said:

AThe Pr(ropbuddtvisit me while | was sick in

Makkah (Mecca) I said to him, oI h a
| bequeath all of it[in charity]? 6 He repl i ed, (o
60Then half of 1 t?6 He replied

He replied, 6A third is much.
it would be better than to leave them relying upon others
begging them[for money] Whatever you spend, it will act

as a charity for you, even a morsel of food which your

hand feeds your wife. Perhaps Allah will raise your sttus

and cause some people to benefit from you, and cause

ot hers to [&a-8ukhadr med. O

[12]. Islam has forbidden all that falls under the words dai:

(O you who believe! Eat not up your property among
yourselves unjustly) [4:29]

This includes:
a) Usurpation of anything without right, for it involves wgomgy

others and spreading corruption imcgety. The Prophetr ()
said:

AWhoever usurps a Muslimdéds ri
Allah makes the Hellfire obligatory upon him and
Paradise f or bi dden. A  man asked,
sonmething negligible O Messenger of Allah(r )? 6 He
replied, WEven ai ft whredk Tofee @no
[Muslim|
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b) Theft. The Prophet () said:

AThe fornicator who fornicate
long as he commits it, no thief who steals is a true
believer as long as he commits theft, and no drunkard

who drinks wine is a true believer as long as he drinks

i t [Muslim

For it includes taking people's wealth without right. Allah) (
says:
(Sever the hand of the thief, male or female, as a
recompense for that which they committed, a punishment
by way of example from Alleh. And Allah is All
Poweful, All Wise.) [5:38]

In order for a man's hand to be severed as a castigatory
punishment, the following conditions have to be met:

I. The wealth must have been in the custody and
protection of the owner.

ii. The motive behindhe theft must not have been the
need for food, drink, or clothing. If this were the motive, the
hand would not be severed. This is taken from the judgment of
6 U mé 1 in the year of thRamaadah

iii. The amount stolen must meet the minimum required
amaunt set for the implementation of thisnshment.

Some of the scholars have stated that the repentance of the thief
is not accepted until he returns what he has stolen to its owner.
If he has no wealth, the owner of the wealth is asked to pardon
him. Furhermore, if the owner pardons the thiefdse the case
reaches the court, then the castigatory gumént is dropped.

c) Deceit and cheating. The Messenger of Allah<aid:
AWhoever fights us i s eewds fro
us i s nofMudlimom us. O

d) Bribery. Allah ( ) says:
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(And =eat up not one another 6:
give bribery to the rulers that you may knowingly eat up
a part of the property of others sinfully.) [2:188]

The Prophetr() said:

AMay Al |l ah cur se Hbrileenddohe ene wh o
who takes it i n mat[a-&mehijof | u

Allah cursed the one who gives a bribe because he helps to
spread evil in society; if he had not offered the bribe there would
never have been any bribery. Allah cursed thewlne accepts

the bribe because he takes what is not rightfully his, and
breaches the trust he was given; for he takes a price for a duty
which he was designated to do in the first place.

e) It prohibited that a person sell something to a custofter a
his brother is about to strike a deal with him, except if hens

him to do so. This is because it stirs enmity and hatred between
individuals in society. The Prophet) said:

ALet not any person s gdeller] s o me
is about to strike adeal, and let not any person propose a
women in marriage to whom his brother has already
proposed, except i f [Musimgave h
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The Social A spect of Islam

Islam has introduced social laws which set rights, and duties of
every indivdual to ensure stability in society. Some of these
rights are specific while others are general. Of the specific rights
are:

Rights Owed to the Ruler

[1] Muslims must obey the ruler as long as he does ra#ro
them to do something forbidden in Islamlak ( ) says:

(O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the
Messenger (Muhammad 1()), and those of you
(Muslims)who are in authority.) [4:59]

[2] They must give sincere advice to the ruler, in a good and
kind manner, by guiding him and his people to benaftbings,

and to remind him of the needs of his subjects. Allah (
instructed Moses and his brother Aaron upon sending them to
Pharaoh to preach the true Religion to him:

(And speak to him mildly, perhaps he may accept
admonition or fear (Allah).) [20:44]

The Prophetr() said:

AThe Religion is sincerity.o
60To Al 1l ah, and His Book, and
| eaders of the Musl i nmnMudemhd t h

[3] To support him in times of adversity and crises and not to
revolt against him or forsake him, even if one was from a group
who does not pledge allegiance to him. The Prophesdid:

AWhoever comes to you while vy
single leader and wishes to disrupt the unity and
solidarity (of the Muslim3, ki | [Mushm] m. 0o



Rights Owed to the Ruled

These rights fall under five general fundamentals:

[1] Justice. This is achieved by giving everyone their due right.

A ruler is required to be just
performs his dutiesdistributes responsibilities, and implements
rules and decisions. Al shoul

individual or group should bexored above others. The Prophet

(r ) said:
Al ndeed the most bel oveskstper s
one to be sead to Him on the Day of Requital will be a
just ruler. And indeed the most detestable person on the
Day of Requital and the most severe of them in
punishment wi | | be a[atTymicdhihni c al

[2] He must not oppress, deceive, or behave treacHgrous
towards the masses. The Prophek $aid:

ANo slave iIs given responsib
dies in a state in which he is treacherous to themxeept
that Allah forbids him from Paradise fMuslim|

[3] He must consult them regarding all affairstpaing to their
political, social and economic intereStsHe must How them to
voice their views, and he must accept such views if they prove
to be in the best interest of the public. Allah)(says:

(And by the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them gently.
And had you been severe and harsh hearted, they would
have broken away from you; so pass oveftheir faults)
and ask( Al | Bohgivengss for them; and cosult them
in the affairs.) [3:159]

35 Consultation is limited to those matters for which there is no text
from the Qur'an or Sunnah.
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The Messenger of Allalr ( encamped behind the wellsfore

the Battle of Badr, so one of his CompanioAsHubab ibn al
Mundhir) asked himii Has Al |l ah i nspired
spot, or i s i tThePtophettepligdy! tof i svat
strategy Upprd thatyA-iHubab said to the Prophet:
ALet and engamp after the wells in order to prevent

the enemy from them (from drinking) &o the Prophetr()

took his advice.

[4] His laws and constitution should be in accordanceléomic
Law. There is no room for him to judge according to his
imperfect whins or desiresO0 U ma r -Khattaah the second
Caliph of Islam, said toAAbu Maryam asSalooli who killed his

brother,Zaid ibn utKhattaab i By Al | a h, I wi | |
unt il t he e arHeheplied, kWi sl | fhatreddi ds! o
deprive me of my rights ? @ U maaid,i N o Hedthen said:
AThen there is no hargpeasedibr o
they are not I|iked. o

[5] He should not withdraw himself from the masses or lock his
doors before them, nor should he belittle them or assign
mediators between hirmnd the public; who allow some que

to enter and prevent others. The Prophetgaid:

AWhoever i's given responsibil
Muslims but withdraws himself while they are in dire

need and poverty, Allah will withdraw Himself from him

while he is in dire need and poverty on the Day of

Re q u i [Abu Dawoodl

[6] He should be merciful to his subjects and not burden them
with unbearable tasks or restrict their way of living. The Prophet
(r ) said:
RO Al Il ah, whoever takeomyc o mm:
nation and makes things hard for them, then make things
hard for him, and whoever takes command of something

12¢



of my Ummah (Nationand is gentle with them, then be
gentl e wMdslhm hi m. o

60 Uma r -Kh&ittaabexdlained the greatness of thistteain
his words:

ABy Al Il ah, I f a mule were t
All ah would ask me why | di

The Muslim ruler must be ad-Hasan aiBasri, may Allah have
mercy upon him, described in a letter which he serd tdma r
ibn AbdutAzeezin which he said:

RO Leader of the Faithful!
just ruler as one who straightens the crooked, one who
restrains the oppressors, one who reforms the corrupt, one
who strengthens and brings justice to the weak caredwho
brings refuge to the afflicted.

O Leader of the Faithful! A just ruler is like a kind pherd

who looks for the best pastures for his flock and steers them
away from areas of danger and wild animals, and protects
them from harms.

O Leader of thd=aithful! A just ruler is like a caringafher

who toils for the sake of his children, educates them as they
grow up, and earns bread for them while he is still alive, and
leaves for them (wealth) after his death.

O Leader of the Faithful! A just ruler l&e an affectimate
mother who has loving care for her son. She bears him with
hardship, and delivers him with hardship. She cares for him
while he is a little child, staying awake at night when he does
and sleeps when he does. She feeds him at timesyearts

him at others, and she feels happy about his good health and

worries when he auoplains.
O Leader of the Faithful! A just ruler is the guardian of

orphans and sponsor of the needy, he cares for the young and

provides for the old.
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O Leader of the Rtnful! A just ruler is like a heart within

the ribs. When the heart is healthy the ribs become healthy,
but when it is sick they grownhealthy.

O Leader of the Faithful! A just ruler is the one whabelns

to the Words of Allah and makes them listenitidne is the

one who seeks the reward of Allah, and makes his subjects
seek His reward. He is the one who submits to the will of
Allah and makes his subject submit to Him. O Leader of the
Faithful, do not misuse what Allah hasstowed upon you,

like a shve who his master entrusted him with his wealth
and family, and he squandered the wealth and made his
children homeless.

O Leader of the Faithful, know that Allah has prescribed
certain castigatory punishments to deter his slaves from
doi ng evitlednmetwhad is chdrged with this duty
does a sin that necessitates this? Castigations would
saeguard people's |livesé what
with this duty commits murder?

O Leader of the Faithful be mindful of death, and what will
take place tareafter, and the little number of pets; so
gather whatever provisions you can in order to prepare for it
and the horrors that follow it.

O Leader of the Faithful, know that you have a different
home unlike your present home. In it your sleep wilt las
long, and your friends will part with you, and leave you all
by yourself. Therefore, take those provisions which may
accanpany you.

(That Day shall a man flee from his brotherx And from
his mother and his father,* And from his wife and his
children.) [80:34-6]

O Leader of the Faithful, remember the words of Allah:

(When the contents of the graves are brought out and
poured forth. = And that which is in the breasts(of men)

shall be ma[doe:910Nowné
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On that Day secrets will be revealed, as wvasllyour ecord
of deeds:

(that leaves neither a small thing nor a big thing, but has
recorded it.) [18:49]

O Leader of the Faithful, there is still time for you before
death comes and all hopes are shattered and lost (to work
righteousness).

O Leader of te Faithful! Judge between your subjects with
the laws of Islam, and do not lead them in the way of the
wrongdoers. Do not give the proud power over feeble, as
they do not observe any pacts or hormvards a believer;
and so that you should not bear tiesf others. Do not be
deceived by those who enjoy things that lead to your misery,
and avour the good things while depriving you of the good
things of the Hereafter. Do not think of your power today;
but think of it tomorrow when you become the captofe
death, standing on the Day of Requitafdoe Allah in the
presence of an assembly of angels, petg and messengers,
whenéeé

((All) faces shall be humbled beforgAllah,) the Ever

Living, the One Who sustains and protects all that
exists) [20:111]

O Leader of the Faithful! Although | have not attained with

this advice the level of wise men or their reason arsdam

before me, | have done my best to be sincere in my advice to
you. So take my message as a medicine given by a loving
person to his favarie f r i end é attet thste,utg h i
woul d serve as a cure.o

Rights Owed to Parents

Children must obey their parents as long as they do not
command them with sosthing sinful. Children must treat their
parents well and must be kind to them, antvatto please them
and provide for them. They must secure for them their
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necessities from food, drink, clothing and shelterld@bn must
speak to them softly and should not be harsh, and they must
have patience in serving them and give constder to heir
feelings. They should not speak ill to them, hurt their feelings,
nor do anything which angers them. Alldh)(says:

(And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but
Him. And that you be dutiful to your parents. If one of

them or both of them attan old age in your life, say not
to them a word of disrespect, nor shout at them but
address them in terms of honor). [17:23]

Islam has regarded their disobedience to be one of theegrea
sins, Abdul | ah(t ) narmatedtatarBedouin came to the
Prophet ¢ ) and said:

AO Messengéd)wbat Aht eht he gr av
He respondedi To wor ship or associ &
All a hHe eaidii Th e n wHe aepliedd Dsobedience

t o parikendaid, Ad hen  whearephed A A

submerging®® (ghamms) o at Ke said A And what
submergi n g o lde répked AA i e which |
usurp the money dd-Bukharpt her Mu

To portray the status of parents in Islam, the Prophes4id:

AThe Pl easure of t he Lomgd i s
parents, and the Anger of the Lord is incurred through
angering [gpTarmehit s. o

It is obligatory that these rights be given to parents, even if they
are of a differenReligion Asmaa” bint Abi Baksaid:

AMy mother came t o nodytheisthi | e
during the time of the Prophet(r ) so | sought permssion

of the Messenger of Allah(r ). I sai d, 0 My mc
to me and she desiredto maintain relations with me]

3 One which submerges its swearer into sin or Hellfire.
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ShouldImaint ai n ties wi tHesadyohenot he
ARYes, ma it n toanisn wri @ lha paldBukharimo t h e

Mothers are given priority over fathers in matters of kind
treatment and good companionshinu Hurairah(t ) reported
that a man said to the Prophed(

AO Messenge(r), whd hasAtthel magt right for
the bestc o mp a n i o lHegdpliegyi?Yoo ur mot her ,
your mother, then your mother, then your father, and
then those after him,[Mwslimd t he

The Prophetr() accorded the mother three rights and leeir
one right because the mother beaasdships and suffimg that
the father cannot. Mothers are as Allah described:

(And We have enjoined on man to be dutiful and kind to
his parents. His mother bears him with hardship and she
brings him forth with hardship.) [46:15]

She suffers from hdship when she bears him in her womb,
taking nutrition from her, during childbirth, and when she feeds
him after delivery and staying awake at nights.

Rights Owed to the Husband

[1] His role of leadership. He has the right to be the leader of the
house He is not, however, to be a petty tyrant. He has the right
to implement what he sees as the best interest forfthiesaof

the family. Allah (1 ) says:

(Men are the protectors and maintainers of women,
because Allah has made one of them to excel the other
and because they spendto support them)from their
means) [4:34]

That is because men generally are more rational in dealing with
affairs, in contrast to women who are more emotional. But the
husbands should still consult their wives and accept thewsvi

in marital affairs.
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[2] The wife must obey her husband as long as he does not
command her to do something sinful.

[3] The wife must not refuse her husband when he calls her to
bed. The Prophet () said:

Al f a man call s his ses édndhet o h
spends the night angry with her, the angels will
contnuously curse her[Musliml | the n

[4] The wife should not burden him with requests he cannot
bear. She should be keen to please him and fulfill his wishes.
The Prophetr() said:

Al f I woul d have ordered a
another, | would have ordered a woman to prostrate to
her husb a n dat-Tarmidhi]

[ 5] A woman should protect an
children and honor. The Prophet)(said:

ARThe best otfhosewhatrwhem yoa loak at her
you are pleased, when you order her she obeys, and when
you are not present, she keeps your secrets and protects
your w¢gNadadlh. o

[6] A woman should not leave the house except if hasbiud
agrees, and not to permimto his house anyone whom he
dislikes. The Propher (), said:

Al ndeed you have rights over
rights over you. As for your rights over your wives, they
should not permit those who you dislike to enter your
houses. Indeed their rightover you is to clothe and feed
them i n a [ilghavajaggH way . 0

The Early Muslims used to implement such instructian#\ w f
bint Muhlim ashShaybanigave this piece of advice to her
daughter on her wedding night:
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AMy daughter, y ou linawhieh yquar t e
were born and your nest in which you were raised, to a man
you do not know and a companion you have not been
familiar with. So be his maid and he will be your slave.
Observe for him ten qualities, and he will be a treasure for
you: contentmentobedience, taking care of your beauty and
pleasant smell, taking heed of the time of his sleep and
meals, taking care of his money and children, refraining
from di sobedience to him, an
show pleasure to him when he is worrigdyaef when he is

pl eased. 0

A Husbandés Obligations toward

[1] The dowry’: A woman has a right to dowry which should be
stated during the marriage contract. It is an mgsepart of the
marriage contract and cannot be conceded by the wiéx v
the wife chooses to do so, until thenttact has been concluded.
Allah (I ) says:

(And give to the women(whom you marry)their dowry

with a good heart. But if they, of their own good plesure,

remit any part of it to you, take it and enjoy it without

fear of any harm.) [4:4]

[2] Justice and Equality: If a man has more than one wife, he is
required to treat them fairly and justly. He should treat them
equally regarding food, drink, dress, residence and timéeadlo

to each. The Prophat J said:

A | afman has two wives and favors one of them over the
other in fair-treatment, he will come on the Day of
Reqgui tal with [dbu®Dawwalide ti |l ted.

[3] Providing for wife and children: A husband is required to
provide an appropriate residence and liviequirements; such

37 Dowry: In Islam, the dowry is brought by the husband to the bride.
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as food, drink, clothing, as well as money to upkeep them, in an
amount which is within his means. Allah ) says:

(Let the rich man spend according to his means, and the
man whose resources are restricted, let him spend
according to what Allah has given him. Allah puts no
burden on any person beyond what He has given him.
Allah will grant after hardship, ease) [65:7]

In order to encourage Muslims to provide for their famifarh
has regarded this as a charity which a person willevanded
for. The Prophetr() said to one of his companions nantd 6 d
bin Abi Waqqgaas

AAnNn indeed whatever you spen:
charity, even a morsel[of food] which you raise to place
i n you wi fl[@Bukharmout h. o

The wife has the righbttake money from her husband kaitit
his knowledge if he does not appropriately provide for them.
Hi nd bi sdd todhd Prophét (:
AO Mes s eng énindeed AbA ISufyarhis mserly,
and he does not give me what my child and | can suffice
with, except what | take from him without his
knowl e d He sadi Take what suffices
chil d wit h@-Bukharg x cess. 0O

[4] Living compassionately and special relations: This is one of
the most important things the Religion has commanded the
husband to offeré for a wife is
husband who trifles with her and fulfills her desires. This will
also guaratee that his wife does not do blameworthy things.
The Prophetr() said toJaabir (t ):
AHave you gotJaakin? d repliedr | @ 4HeO. 0
said AA virgin orlrepliedhen Ot hamn t
t haWesad AWhy did you not marr
as to sport with her, and mak

[al-Bukhari
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[5] Keeping her secrets. He should keep privatginfjate)
relationship secrets, and refrain from exposing her secrets,
shotcomings and other things he notices or hears from her. The
Prophet( ) said:

AThe worst of people in the s
Requital, is the man who has relations witthis wife and

she has relations with him, and then he divulges her

sec r e fMuslirg

[6] Treating her with kindness: A husband should treat his wife
with kindness. He should consult her about mutuayelay
matters, provide her with the means of happinasd show to
her that he loves her by kKmg and playing with her. The
Prophet () said:

AThe best and most compl et e
them in character and manners, and the best of you are
the best of you [atdwmdhiljds t heir

[7] The husband should be patient with her faults, and should
not make a point of seeking them out. The Prophgséaid:

ALet not a believing man des
Even if he may hate one aspect, he is pleased with
another (or he saidd o t HaMuslién]

[8] He should protect her with jealously and not take her to evil
and corrupt places. Allah () says:

(O you who believe! Ward off yourselves and your
families against a Fire (Hell) whose fuel is men and
stones) [66:6]

[9] The husband must protect hewealth. He is not to take
anything that belongs to her unless she gives him permission,
and he is not to use her wealth except by her consent.
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The Rights of Relatives

Islam has urged well to do people to help and take care of their
relatives, financiallyi by fulfilling their requirements through
obligatory or voluntary charity, and morallly by inquiring
about their condition, treating them with kindness and sympathy
and shang their joys and sorrows. Allah () says:

(And fear Allah through Whom you demand (your
mutual rights) and do not cut the relations of the wombs
(kinship)) [4:1]

Islam urges Muslims to treat close relatives kindly even if they
do not treat him kindly. It encourages that one pardon them even
if they have wronged him, and be frigpdo them even if they

are wfriendly to him. The Prophet () said:

Al ot i's not he who maintains
does so if they do the same; but rather it is he who
maintains ties with them even if they cut relation with

h i mal-8ukhari

Islam has also warned against severing ties of kinship and
considered it one of the greatest sins. The MessengeHlai A
(r ) said:

AAll ah created the <creation,

womb stood (as if asking for somethingHe said,i Wh a t

do youltsidfyl?0am standing seeki

from severing Hea smdi AdArfe ky s hn
pleased that | will maintain ties with those who maintain

you (ties of the womb: kinshipdnd cut ties with those who

cut yltorepfed,n Of cour s e rlildHeasad, O L

AThat i s Them Abu Hwairah eaid (reciting the
verse) : OWoul d you t hen,utharity, y ou
do mischief in the | and,®and
[al-Bukhari

38 Surah Muhammad [47:22]
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The Rights of Children

The rights owed to childreis that they must be protected, their
affairs must be taken care of, they must be given a proper
upbringing, and their needs must be met, such as food, drink,
dress, and accommodation. The Prophétsaid:

Al ot i's sinful enough fobhis a p
f a mi [Abu Dawoodl

One should choose ampriate names for them. The Prophej (
said:

Al ndeed on the Day of Requita
names and your fatherds name
[Abu Dawoodl

They should be taught good mannexsch as modestyespect

for elders, truthfulness, honesty, obmtte to parents, and that
they be kept away from foul language and evil deeds, such as
telling lies, fraud and deceit, treachery, dishonestybeoy,
disobedience to parents, etc.

They shalld be educated in those things which help them in this
life as well as the next. They should be given a proper
upbringing, and introduced to righteous company. The Prophet
(r ) said:

AEveryone of you is a guardi a

is in his custod. The ruler is a guardian of his subjects

and responsible for them; a husband is a guardian of his

family and is responsible for it; a woman is a guardian of

her husbandds house and is

sgv ant i's a guardi an tyoahd ishi s

respans i b | e [dl-Bukhar]i t . ©

One should be keen about their safety. This entails that they do
not invoke Allah against them. The Prophe} §aid:

ADo not supplicate agaliicatst y C
against your children, and do not suplicate against your

14C



wealth. [It may be that your supplicatiorgccords with a
time in which Allah grants those who ask him, and your
supplicat i on be [Muslislwer ed. O

Children must be treated equally; one should not prefer some
over others in gifts andreatment. This is because unfair
treatment will lead to their disobedience and will rouse hatred
amongstthemNu 6 man i bnarratBh s heer

fiMy father gave me some of his wealth as charity, and my

mother, 6 Amr ah bi nsad®kRla waiahkhhnot arf

the Messenger of Allah(r ) bear s wi t Semys t
father left to the Prophet () to bear witness to his giving of
charity to me. The Messenger of Allah)(said,6 Di d Yy ou

the same t o altbdwhichohe repliedh i 6l Ndor. ebr

He said 0 F dadn rand Aé just in regards to your
c hi | dupennhatomy father returned and took back the
charity[he had given me] fMuslim]|

The Rights of Neighbors

Islam has enjoined that one be good to his neighbors in all
respects. Allahl( ) says:

(Worship Allah and join none with Him in worship, and
do good to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, the poor, the
neighbor who is near of kin, the neighbor who is a
stranger, the companion by your side, the wgarer (you
meet) and those(slaves)whom your right hands possess.
Verily, Allah does not like such as are proud and
boastful.) [4:36]

The Religion has prohibited that one harm his neighbobalig
or physically.Abu Hurairah(t ) said:

0]

fiSuch and such woman fasts d

during the night, but she harms her neighbor by her
S p e e Thh Prophetr() said,6 There is no ¢
and she is ilhwas $aed HedHh f ane.
woman prays [only that] which is obligatory, and fasts
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[only] the [obligatory] month of Ramadan, and she gives

some piece®f Iqit (dried yogurt)as charity, but she does

not harm anyone Herrdiddolsdr t &n g
Paradised pAhmad & atHaakimn]

Islam has given the neighbor a great rank and right. The Prophet
(r ) said:

AGabri el continued t o ¢oo mma r
neighbors until | thought that he would give them a share
of i nhetfaliBukhanic e . 0

l slam regards har mi ngIlmaamdles n
Prophet( ) said:

ABy Allah he does not bel i e\
believe, by Allah he does not bed v eThey saidi Wh o O
Messenger of Allah(r )? dHHe saidfi He whose nei g
not safe ffalBokhanli s evil . 0

The Prophetr() defined what is owed to the neighbor when he
was asked what their rights were. K¢ Gaid:

‘The best companions with Alldn are the best of them to
his companions, and the best of neighbors are the best of
them to his neighbor." at-Tirmidthi]

One must be patient with the harm their neighbor may cause and
be kind andédnient with them. A man said to Ibn Mas'oad)(

A haaneighbor who harms, curses and causes me
uneasi nHesepliedn é | f he di sobeys
regar d, t hen 0 b e y[Ghakdljlira thyaa n h
60 Ul eud-Deen;v.2,p.212

There are three types of neighbors:

1) A Muslim relative. This neighbor bahree rights: The rights
of relatives, neighbors, and Muslims.

2) A Muslim neighbor. This type has two rights: the rights of
neighbors and the rights of Muslims.
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3) A nontMuslim neighbor. This type has one right: the right of
neighbors. The family oAbd ul | a h  iobked adwhorer
sheep for him, but when he arrived he said,

ADid you give some to our Jew
some to our Jewish neighbor? | heard the Messger of
Allah (r ) say: Adibreel (Gabriel) continued to command
me in regards © neighbors until | thought that he would
give them a shala@irmahfij i nherit a

The Rights of Friends and Companions

Islam has encouraged that one consider the needs of friends and
has prescribed certain rights that should be fulfilled in their
regard; such as helping them and giving them sincere advice.
The Prophetr() said:

AThe best of compani ¢nsthe n tF
best of them towards his companion, and the best of
neighbors in the Sight of Allah(l ) is the best of them
towardsh i s n e i[agTirmidhi] . ©

They should receive their rights even after their companion'’s
death. A man from the tribe oBani Salamahasked the
Messenger of Allahr():

Als there any way | can do go
have dHee(d) 2eplied: AYes. Pray the
prayer over them, seek forgiveness for them, and
implement their pacts which they made. Join the ties of
kinship which cannot be so except through them, and
honor and be gener RAbudDawoall t h e

The Rights of Guest S

In Islam, guests have the right to be shown generosity. The
Prophet( ) said:

AWhoever believes in All ah an
generous to his neighbor. Whoever believes in Allah and
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the Last Day let him be generous to his guest in what he

gi vefs man said iAnd what shoul d r
Messenger of Allah(r JoHe repliedi A day and a
and one must honor his guest for three days. Whoever
does moreé then it i's a char
believes in Allah and the Last Day let him speak fair 0

st ay ({atBular] o

|l sl am regards honoring oneoés
which he will be rewarded. The Prophe) said:

AThere Iis no person | i kdgofa pe
his horse]and fights for the sake of Allah, avoiding

peop | se évil, and a person among his sheep in the

outs ki rts giving meal to his gt

[Ahmad & atHaakim|

Islam has also described the manner in which a person should
treat his guest. He should greet him honorably with a cheerful
face and part with him in a good way.

The guest, however, should also take the conditions of his host
into consideration, not burdening him with what he cannot
afford. The Prophetr() said:

Al't 1 s unlawful for a Muslim
he makes him fa | i n tThey s|ay,inQ OMessenger
Allah (r ), how can he(the guestmake him (the host)fall

i nt o Heirnrepied AThat he stays w
he does not haveenough moneyf o serve him
[Muslim|

Imam Ghazalwr ot e i n lhyaa6sU |beodddkeo [ i . e
Revival of Religious Sciencgabout Prophet Mutmamad ¢ ):

AThe MessenggwouldHonorAhislgaests. He
would even spread his garment for a melative guest to sit.

He used to offer his guest his own cushion and insist un
they accept it . No one came to him as a guest but thought
that he was the most generous of people. He gave each one

144



