
Muslims belive that they will be rewarded for their kindness by God, 
as is evident from the anecdote found in a hadith of the adulteress 
who was forgiven by God for a small act of kindness that she 
showed to a dog. Likewise, Muslims believe they will be punished 
for their harsh behaviour towards animals, as is evident from 
another anecdote found in the Prophetic tradition where a woman 
was punished for not taking care of a cat and leaving it to starve.

In terms of what Muslims eat, this is addressed in various verses 
of the Quran. One verse speaks, “They ask you, [O Muhammad], 
what has been made lawful for them. Say, ‘Lawful for you are 
[all] good foods and [game caught by] what you have trained of 
hunting animals which you train as Allah has taught you. So eat of 
what they catch for you, and mention the name of Allah upon it, 
and fear Allah.’ Indeed, Allah is swift in account.” Quran 5:4

In terms of various researches as we know now have proven that 
even plants have life and feel pain. So just saying that having non-
vegetarian food is barbaric is logically and scientifically inaccurate, 
because then even a vegetarian diet would be barbaric. What 
Muslims consider as lawful or unlawful isn’t defined by what the 
variable human emotion and understanding, but by God’s Divine 
Revelation and His Wisdom

conclusion
Learning about Islam from unqualified sources without verification is 
dangerous and leads to misunderstandings. Do not be misled into 
accepting misconceptions and false information about Islam – the 
belief shared by more than a quarter of mankind.

Does not the guidance for all humanity, the message of Islam, 
deserve to be carefully pondered over and reflected on?

7. “Jihad is terrorism”
The essence of Jihad is to struggle and sacrifice for one’s religion 
in a manner which is pleasing to God. Linguistically, it means to 
“struggle” and can refer to one’s striving to do good deeds, give 
charity, or to join an Islamic military action. 

Human beings have fought throughout ages ; this is evident from 
recorded history, irrespective of religion, nationality and beliefs.

Islam came as a mercy to mankind in order to regulate human 
affairs like war and maintain a benign balance.

The most commonly known form is the military Jihad which is 
permitted in order to preserve the well being of society, to prevent 
oppression from spreading, and to promote justice. It regulates the 
human affairs and helps in maintaining a balance. This can either be 
defensive or offensive, depending on the circumstance.

8. “Muslims worship Muhammad”
Yet another misconception is that 

Muslims worship Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him). 
This is entirely untrue, and is easily 
refuted by the actual saying of 
the Prophet (peace be upon him): 
“Do not over-praise me as the 
Christians over-praised Jesus, the 

son of Mary. I am His slave, so refer 
to me as ‘God’s slave and Messenger.’ ” 

9. “Muslims are cruel to animals”
Islam came as a religion of compassion and mercy to not only 
humans but the entire universe. This is asserted in the Quran. The 
final messenger of God [Muhammad (peace be upon him)] was sent 
as a mercy for the worlds (Quran 21:107).

Muhammad (peace be upon him) commanded the Muslims to be 
kind and gentle for gentleness in anything brings good. He taught 
his followers to “Be kind to the ones on Earth so that the one in 
heaven may be kind to you.” The believers are commanded not to 
tire the animals or overburden an animal. Muhammad (peace be 
upon him) taught that “a reward is given to humans in connection 
to every living creature”.

Muslims are taught to be kind even in the face of complicated affairs 
like war, not only to women and children but also to plant and animals.

TERRORISMhijab

SWORDVIOLENCE

POETRYmoonGOD

ARABSJIHADvalues

OPPRESSION

history

?
More Information

w www.iRope.in

w www.OneReason.org

e iDiscoverPurpose@gmail.com 

learn
the
basics

Islam teaches 
Muslims to respect 

all of God’s Prophets and 
Messengers – but 

respecting and loving 
them does not mean 
worshipping them.
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