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The Standards of Right and Justice

Part One

Praise be to Allah, we praise Him and seek His help and forgiveness and repent to
him; we seek refuge with Allah from the evils of ourselves and the evils of our deeds.
Whoever is guided by Allah nothing and no one will be able to misguide, and
whoever is misguided by Allah nothing and no one will be able to guide. | bear
witness that there is no deity but Allah alone who has no partners, and | bear witness
that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger.

{0 you who believe! Fear Allah (by doing all that He has
ordered and by abstaining from all that He has forbidden)
as He should be feared. [Obey Him, be thankful to Him,
and remember Him always], and die not except in a state

of Islam [as Muslims (with complete submission to Allah)].»
[Al-Imran: 102]

{0 mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you
from a single person (Adam), and from him (Adam) He
created his wife [Hawwa (Eve)], and from them both He
created many men and women; and fear Allah through
Whom you demand (your mutual rights), and (do not cut
the relations of) the wombs (kinship). Surely, Allah is Ever
an All-Watcher over you.> [An-Nisa’:1]

{0 you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and fear
Him, and speak (always) the truth (70). He will direct you

to do righteous good deeds and will forgive you your sins.

Page 1 of 10



And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger (+is & La
plws), he has indeed achieved a great achievement (i.e. he
will be saved from the Hell-fire and will be admitted to
Paradise).} [Al-Ahzab: 70-71]

The most truthful word is that of Allah and the best guidance is that of His
Messenger Muhammad (#%) and the worst of evils are innovations (in religion), and
every such innovation is an aberration. Keep in the congregation of Muslims and
remember that the Hand of Allah is with the congregation.

O people!

Every righteous and fair believer is seeking the Truth and wisdom. He is a believer
in his creator and master and seeks Allah’s approval and not His creatures’ approval.
He is guided by the Wise, the Knowledgeable, the Kind and the Perfectly-Acquainted

because Allah, in His exalted glory, can alone guide to the Truth: €Is then He Who
guides to the truth more worthy to be followed, or he who finds
not guidance (himself) unless he is guided? Then, what is the matter

with you? How judge you?} [Ylnus: 35]

The standard of right and justice when this true believer disciplines himself and
follows Allah’s words: {Our Lord! We believe in what You have sent

down, and we follow the Messenger [(“Isd (Jesus)]; so write us down
among those who bear witness (to the truth i.e. L4 ilaha illallah -

none has the right to be worshipped but Alldh).» [Al-‘Imran: 53]. Such

an insightful believer does not lose his insights due to false worldly attractions,
illusions, or misguiding delusions. The true believer sees the light of Allah, and
realizes that sin is what irritates the heart and he hates to announce it to people, but
rather deals with Allah firmly believing that He sees him. The true believer cares
about certainty, seeking righteousness and justice rather than caring about the
opinions of a few or of many people. He is not deceived by the opinion of the
multitudes of people if they are wrong. Nor does he spurn the opinion of the few if
they are right because they are small in number.

Such a wise believer is guided by Allah, and he succeeds in finding the truth
because of the Almighty’s guidance. A wise believer is aware that he pleases only
Allah and that the opinion of the multitudes will never save him from Allah’s
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punishment if he transgresses. He will not benefit from the common saying that
"death with the majority is a mercy" because he is aware of what the Almighty has

said regarding great, prominent and potent people when they were put in hell: €It
will profit you not this Day (O you who turn away from Allah’s
remembrance and His worship) as you did wrong, (and) that you

will be sharers (you and your Qarin ) in the punishment. [Az-Zukhruf
- 39].

Some people who have no knowledge think that the majority is a standard of right
and righteousness, and that the minority is the standard of wrong and injustice. This
erroneous thought is not supported by proof or evidence from Allah because the
Truth, even with a few followers, has many proofs and arguments to support it. The
standards of right and righteousness are not increased by multitudes, or reduced by the
fewness of their followers, nor are they weighed by their numbers, but people are

weighed by righteousness. Allah says: {And if you obey most of those on
the earth, they will mislead you far away from Allah's Path. They

follow nothing but conjectures, and they do nothing but lie.» [Al-
An’am: 116].

It has been verified that the Prophet (#) said: "I was shown Nations, and they
started to pass before me: a prophet accompanied with one man, another with two
men, and another with a multitude of people, and yet another with no one with
him." [Narrated by Bukhari and Muslim].

Here are the prophets coming in with a few followers, and some do not have any
followers. Noah (peace be upon him) stayed with his people nine hundred and fifty

years; Allah said about him: {But only a few believed with him.» [Had: 40].

To have just a few followers was never a sign of a shortcoming in their prophecy and
messages, and the great number of their enemies and opponents was no evidence that
the majority was right, nor did it prevent the opponents from being wrong. Therefore,
Allah said about the Pharaoh and the multitudes of his followers:

{He will go ahead of his people on the Day of Resurrection,
and will lead them into the Fire, and evil indeed is the

place to which they are led.} [Hid: 98]
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It is truly regrettable that the excuse alleged by those who are negligent or fail to
perform their duties towards Allah is that the majority of people behave like this, or
say this, or believe in this. Their only criterion is what the multitudes of people do and
not what is right and proven.

This is a Pharaoh’s argument that Allah, the Almighty, has nullified when Moses,
while having a dialogue with Pharaoh, called him to obey his Creator, but Pharaoh

said to him: {What then is the condition of previous generations?»
[Taha: 51]; and he meant what about the majority of people, in previous nations?
Were they wrong and you are right? Allah said: {He [Fir‘aun (Pharaoh)] said:

"Have you come to drive us out of our land with your magic, O

Miisa (Moses)?} [Taha: 57]

He whose argument is similar to that of Pharaoh is a misguided fool, a yes-man
who follows the majority of people even when they are wrong, submitting his will to
the enemy, deferring to quantity rather than quality.

Ibn Mas'td (may Allah be pleased with him) said: "Do not be a yes-man, following
the majority of people, and say: 'I'm only following people. If they believe | do
likewise and if they go astray | follow them." One should discipline himself that he
should not go astray and be an infidel when people do."”

O servants of Allah, a sincere believer cannot be attracted to what the majority of
people say. Such majority should not be his standard of what is right and what is
wrong because the argument that right or wrong depends on the majority is
misleading.

Ibn Qutaibah (may Allah have mercy on his soul) excelled in the description of
such people when he said: "People are like flocks of birds following each other, and if
a man claims prophethood, even with all the knowledge they have that the Messenger
of Allah (#) is the Seal of the Prophets, or claims godhood, he will find followers and
believers."

Therefore, servants of Allah, if we look at the Book of Allah, the Almighty, we

find evidence that the multitude is not a reliable criterion in determining what is right
in many aspects of matters about religion:

On faith, Allah () says: {And most of mankind will not believe even if

you desire it eagerly.} [YOsuf: 103]
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On right and acceptance, Allah () says: {Indeed We have brought the
truth (Muhammad alw s e & Jha with the Qur'an) to you, but most
of you have a hatred for the truth.} [Al-Zukhruf: 78]

On fighting and defense, He also says: €... and your forces will be of no
avail to you, however numerous they be; and verily, Alldh is with
the believers.) [Al-Anfal: 19] He again says: €... and on the Day of Hunain
(battle) when you rejoiced at your great number, but it availed you

naught ...» [At-Taubah: 25]

On gratitude, Allah (4) says: {Work you, O family of Dawiid (David),
with thanks! But few of My slaves are grateful.y [Saba: 13]

On financial transactions, Allah (4) says: ... And, verily, many partners
oppress one another, except those who believe and do righteous

good deeds, and they are few ...J [Sad: 24]

On true belief, Allah (4) says: {And most of them believe not in Allah
except that they attribute partners unto Him [i.e. they are
Mushrikiin i.e. polytheists.]» [YGsuf: 106]

On learning lessons from others, Allah (4) says: {Verily, in this is an Ayah
(proof or sign), yet most of them (polytheists, pagans who do not
believe in Resurrection) are not believers. [8] And verily your Lord,

He is truly the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful.} [Ash-Shu ‘ara". 8-9]

O servants of Allah! In these verses, we see that the perspective of Islam in
relation to a number of aspects about multitude is a negative one. This is to
demonstrate that multitude is not enough to receive reverence and consideration, for
reliance on just numbers leads to corruption and deviation from the straight Path of
Allah. It also results in delegating Right to people instead of being guided by its
proofs.
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At the same time, we find that Islam did not trivialize the minority, but perhaps
praised it in many places because, with a strong faith, true believers are not alone

even if they are few. Allah, the Almighty, said: {Verily, lbrahim (Abraham)
was an Ummah (a leader having all the good righteous qualities), or
a nation, obedient to Allah, Hanif (i.e. to worship none but Allah),
and he was not one of those who were Al-Mushrikin (polytheists,
idolaters, disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah, and those who joined

partners with Allah).} [An-Nahl: 120]

On faith, Allah () says: {A multitude of those (foremost) will be from
the first generations (who embraced Islam). [13] And a few of those
(foremost) will be from the later generations.) [Al-Wagi'ah: 13-14]

On fighting and defending, Allah () says: ... "How often a small group
overcame a mighty host by Allah’s Leave?" ...» [Al-Bagarah: 249]

In consequence, the main point is that it is clear to us from what is aforementioned
that multitude is not the criterion for the Truth and it does not set the standard for
giving the believers their faith and moral worth. At the same time, multitude may be
praised when it does not violate its boundaries set by Sharia and when it validates the
goal, as is evident in Allah’s praise of those who spend a lot of money for the sake of
Allah, for the poor, the orphans, and the wayfarers.

Conversely, we notice that the minority was praised by Allah in a number of
places, for it was the true expression of the refusal to drift behind the majority which
imagined that its being a majority makes it more rightful and more correct (than the
minority). Therefore, neither a lack of followers, nor a lack of money or fighters were
reasons to prevent prophets from being described as the people of the Truth who
deserved reward and victory against the multitudes of their opponents and of their
enemies.
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Being on the side of the Truth did not harm Abu Bakr ()" during the fight against
the apostates; although he was only one man, he was considered a multitude by being
on the side of the Truth.

Being on the side of the Truth did not harm Ahmad Ibn Hanbal during the Fitnah
(allurement) concerning the issue of the creation of the Qur’an; he was only one but
was considered a multitude by being on the side of the Truth.

The Prophet (#2) had told the truth when he said: "People are just like camels; out
of one hundred, one can hardly find a single camel suitable to ride.” [narrated by
Bukhari and Muslim]

May Allah bless you and me with the Qur'an and the Sunnah (the sayings and
deeds of the prophet), and grant you and me the benefit of the Qur'anic verses and
wisdom. Having said what | have said, | hope that if what | said is correct, it is from
Allah and if it is wrong, it is from myself and the the devil. I ask Allah for
forgiveness, for He is Oft-forgiving.

Part Two

All praise be to Allah, and may peace and blessings of Allah be upon whom who
has no prophet after him.

Fear Allah, O servants of Allah! Know that the heavens and the earth have been
built upon the foundation of truth. So follow the truth and its people wherever they
may be, and remember what Ali (<) said: "The multitude of people around me does
not increase me in honor, nor does their departing increase me in loneliness."

So do not feel lonely while following the path of guidance due to the low number
of those following it.

Know, O servants of Allah, that Allah (4£) has made clear in His Book the state of

the majority of people by when He said, €... but most of mankind know not.}»
[Al-4'raf: 187]; €... and most of them have no understanding.) [Al-
Ma'idah: 103]; €... but most men believe not.» [Ar-Ra'd: 1]; €... but most
men thank not.} [Al-Bagarah: 243] and €... And truly, most of men are
Fasiqin (rebellious and disobedient to Allah).» [Al-Ma'idah: 49]

! This is an Arabic expression which Muslims say whenever any of the Companions of the Prophet (&)
is mentioned.
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And that, O you, servants of Allah, is because knowledge is followed by
understanding:

€... but none will understand them except those who have

knowledge (of Allah and His Signs).} [Al-'Ankabit: 43]

Surely, the one who has come to know will understand; and the one who
understands will believe and therefore be thankful and distance himself from sin and
deviation. For this reason, if one falls into sin it is because of a lack of one of the
following: either a lack of knowledge, a lack of understanding, a lack of faith, or a
lack of thankfulness. All of these foil one's steadfastness and success. For, verily
nations are destroyed by fisq (libertinism, dissoluteness) which removes knowledge,

understanding, faith, and thankfulness: {And when We decide to destroy a
town (population), We (first) send a definite order (to obey Allah
and be righteous) to those among them [or We (first) increase in
number those of its population] who lead a life of luxury. Then, they
transgress therein, and thus the word (of torment) is justified

against it (them). Then, We destroy it with complete destruction.)
[Al-Isra': 16]

The presence of understanding, knowledge, faith, and thankfulness undoubtedly
create an ultimate value that is represented in the form of advice and reformation for

the sake of preserving the ummah (nation): €... And your Lord would never
destroy the towns wrongfully, while their people were right-doers.»
[Had: 117]; {Shall We treat those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah
-Islamic Monotheism) and do righteous good deeds as Mufsidin
(those who associate partners in worship with Alldh and commit
crimes) on earth? Or shall We treat the Muttaqin (the pious) as the
Fujjar (criminals, disbelievers, the wicked)? [28].(This is) a Book
(the Qur'an) which We have sent down to you, full of blessings, that
they may ponder over its Verses, and that men of understanding

may remember.} [Sad: 28-29]
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O Allah! Send your salat (Graces, Honours, Blessings, Mercy) O Muslims _may
Allah have mercy upon all of you_ upon the best and purest of mankind, Muhammad
bin Abdullah, the possessor of the ZawD (a pool in Paradise that Allah _% granted to
the Prophet _#&) and intercession. For, Allah has commanded all of you and has
started first with himself and then His angels that glorify Him. He (&) has called you

saying "o believers": {0 you who believe! Send your Salat (Graces,

Honours, Blessings, Mercy) on (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad
&) e slugade), and (you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic
way of greeting (salutation i.e. As-Salamu ‘Alaikum ).} [Al-Ahzab: 56]

O Allah send Your salat (Graces, Honours, Blessings, Mercy) upon Your servant
and Messenger Muhammad, who has the brightest face and the most radiant forehead.
O Allah be pleased with his four Caliphs (successors): Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman, and
Ali as well as the rest of his Companions, the tab'in (the contemporaries of his
Companions) and all those who chose to follow them in righteousness until the Day of
Judgment, and upon us by Your pardon, grace and generosity, O You, Most Merciful!

O Allah! Grant glory to Islam and Muslims. O Allah! Grant glory to Islam and
Muslims. O Allah! Grant glory to Islam and Muslims and fail polytheism and
polytheists (who associate partners with You). O Allah! Grant victory to Your
religion, Your Book, the Sunnah of your Prophet, and Your servants who believe in
Youl!

O Allah! Dispel the grief of Muslims and ease their agony, pay the debts of those
in debt, cure those of us, Muslims, who are sick by Your Mercy, O You, Most
Merciful!

O Allah! Grant us safety in our homelands, make good our leaders and those
responsible for our affairs, make rulers over us those who fear Your punishment and
seek Your pleasure, O You, Lord of al-'alamin (the worlds)!

O Allah! Grant success to our leader in what You like and what pleases You of his
words and actions, O You, the Eternal, the Self-Subsisting! O Allah! Make better his
retinue, O You, Possessor of Majesty and Bounty!

O Allah! Improve the situation of our Muslim brothers in all countries. O Allah!
Be on the side of our Muslim brothers who are oppressed because of their religion in
various countries. O Allah! Grant them victory in Burma, Syria and in all the lands of
Muslims, O You, Lord of the worlds. O Allah! Hasten their victory and relief. Fail
their enemies' affairs and plots, O You, Possessor of Majesty and Bounty!
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{Our Lord! Give us in this world that which is good and in the
Hereafter that which is good, and save us from the torment of the
Fire!s [Al-Bagarah: 201]

Glorified be your Lord, the Lord of Honour and Power! He is free from what they

attribute unto Him! May peace be upon all the Messengers! The last of our
supplications is all praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds.
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