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The Pilgrimage (Hajj)

The final pillar and one of the finest institutions of
Islam is the Hajj or pilgrimage to Mecca, The
performance of the Hajj is obligatory, at least once in a
lifetime, upon every Muslim, male or female, who is
mentally, financially and physically fit. The Muslim
who is of responsible age, in fairly good health, and is
financially capable and secure must make the Hajj at
least once in his or her lffetime, The finandal security
here means that he should have enough to cover his
own expenses and those of his dependents, and to pay
his debts, if he is in debt, until he completes the course
of Hajj,

The annual Hajj begins in the twelfth month of the
I[slamic year (which is lunar, not solar, so that Hajj and
Ramadan fall sometimes in summer, sometimes in
winter), Pilgrims wear spedal clothes: simple garments
which strip away distinctions of class and culture, so
that all stand equal before God,

The rites of the Hajj, which are of Abrahamic origin,
include circling the Ka'ba seven times, and going seven
times between the mountains of Safa and Marwa as did
Hagar during her search for water, Then the pilgrims
stand together on the wide plain of Arafa and join in
prayers for God's forgiveness, in what s often thought
of as a preview of the Last Judgment,

The course of Hajj is another unique characteristic of
[slam, t is enjoined by God to serve many purposes

among which are the following:

1, It s the largest annual convention of Faith where
Muslims meet to know one another, study their
common affairs and promote their general welfare, It is
also the greatest regular conference of peace known in
the history of mankind, In the course of Hajj peace is
the dominant theme; peace with God and one’s soul,
peace with one another and with animals, peace with
birds and even with insects, To disturb the peace of
anyone or any creatures in any shape or form is strictly

prohibited,

2. It is a wholesome demonstration of the
universality of Islam and the brotherhood and equality
of the Muslims, From all walks of life, from all trades
and classes, and from every corner of the globe the
Muslims assemble at Mecca in response to the call of
God, They dress in the same simple way, observe the
same regulations, utter the same supplications at the
same time in the same way, for the same end, There is
no royalty, but loyalty of all to God, There is no

aristocracy, but humility and devotion,

3 It is to confirm the commitment of the Muslims to
God and their readiness to forsake the material

interests in His service,

4, It is to acquaint the pilgrims with the spiritual and
historical environment of Prophet Muhammad, so that
they may derive warm inspirations and strengthen their

Faith,
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5. It is to commemorate the Divine rituals observed

by Abraham and Ishmael (Ibraheem and Isma’eel),
who are known to have been the first pilgrims to the
first house of God on earth, i.e, , the Ka bah at Mecca
(Makkah),

6. It is a reminder of the Grand Assembly on the day
of Judgement when people will stand equal before
God, waiting for their Final Destiny, and where no
superiority of race or stock can be daimed, It i also a
reminder of the fact that Mecca alone, in the whole
existing world, was honored by God in being the
center of monotheism since the time of Abraham, and

that it will continue to be the center of Islam, the

religion of pure monotheism, till the end of time,

In the performance of Hajj it can easily be observed
that t is a course of spiritual enrichment and moral

rearmament, a course of intensified devotion and

RV PR Qs L8

disciplinary experience, a course of humanitarian
interests and inspiring knowledge -all put together in

one single institution of Islam,

It should also be pointed out that the entire course of
devotion is to God alone, The Muslims go to Mecca in
glory of God, not to kiss a stone or worship a man or a
semi-divinity, Kissing or touching the Black Stone at
the Ka' bah is an optional action, notan obligation or a
prescription, Those who kiss the Black Stone or touch
it do not do it because they have faith in the Stone or
attribute any superstitious qualities to it, Their Faith is
in God only, They kiss or touch or point to the Stone
only as a token of respect or a symbol of love for
Prophet Muhammad, who laid the Stone at the
foundation of the Ka’bah when it
was reconstructed, That event has
a special significance, It depicts
Muhammad as a man designated
for peace, When the Ka bah was
under reconstruction, some years
before the advent of Islam, the
Black Stone was to be laid at its
foundation, The tribal chieftains

had a quarrelsome dispute over

him who was to have the honor of
restoring the Stone, This was a
very serious matter and the
shadows of dvi war hung over the
holy place, The Stone was held in
especially high reverence by the
chieftains, although it was nothing
more than a piece of stone, This
reverence may be attributed to the
fact that the Stone was connected with Prophet
Abraham, the Great Grandfather of the Arabs, and that

it was, perhaps, the only solid stone remaining from

o2 e

oj& et
=2 0o



the antique structure of the Sacred Edifice, Be that as it
may, the Stone as such has no significance whatsoever
as far as Islam and the Muslims are concerned,

When the chieftains failed to settle the dispute
among themselves, they agreed to let the first incomer
decide the issue, Muhammad was the first incomer, He
then decided to wrap up the Stone in a piece of doth
and asked the disputants to hold i together and restore
it in such a way that each chieftain would have had a
part in the operation, They were happy with his wise
dedision and put it into effect immediately, Thus the
issue died out and peace was maintained, This is the
moral story of the Black Stone, So when the pilgrims
kiss the Stone or point at it with reverence, they do so
in remembrance of Muhammad, the wise peace-maker,
The point may become clearer by comparison, It is a
natural thing for a good patriot returning from exile, or
a fighting soldier coming back from the battlefield to
do certain things upon reaching the borders of his
beloved homeland, For example, he may kiss the
ground at the borders, or embrace with deep emotions
the first few compatriots he meets, or show admiration
for some landmarks, This is considered normal and
appreciable, but no one would think that the patriot or

the soldier worships the ground or deifies his fellow

compatriots or attributes some Divine qualities to the

VS SEnGY RV PO Qs LR

landmarks, The behavior of the pilgrims should be
interpreted in a similar way, The Ka'bah at Mecca is
the spiritual center of Islam and the spiritual homeland
of every Muslim, When the pilgrim reaches Mecca his
feelings would be like those of a patriot coming home
from exile or a triumphant soldier returning from a
decisive battle, This is not a figurative interpretation, It
corresponds with the facts of history, The early
Muslims were expelled out of their home and forced to
live in exile for years, They were denied the right to
worship in the Ka’bah, the most sacred house of God
in existence, When they returned from exile, the Ka
bah was their main destination, They joyfully entered
the Sacred Shrine, destroyed all the idols and images
that were there, and completed the rites of pilgrimage,
Sacrifice s not the meat or blood that pleases God, It
is the expression of thankfulness to Him, the
affirmation of faith in Him, that historic event when
Prophet Abraham (Ibraheem) was ordered to offer his
son in sacrifice, an order which the father and son
were ready to obey unquestioningly, But the son s life
was spared and ransomed by a ram, The offering of
sacrifice has become an annual celebration to
commemorate the occasion and thank God for His

favors,
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Question for Month

Question for Month

Question: Muslims worship a different God?

Answer: First of all, there is only One God who
created the Universe and all of mankind, Throughout
history, people have created false gods in their minds
and come up with false ideas about Almighty God, but
regardless of this there is still only One True God - and
He alone is worthy of worship, Unfortunately, some
non-Muslims have come to incorrectly believe that
Muslims worship a different God than Jews and
Christians, This might be due to the fact that Muslims
sometimes refer to God as "Allah", but also because
over the centuries there have been many lies and
distortions spread by the enemies of Islam, In actuality,
Muslims worship the God of Noah, Abraham, Moses
and Jesus --- the same God as Christians and Jews, The
word "Allah" 15 simply the Arabic word for Almighty
God and it is the same word that Arabic speaking
Christians and Jews use to refer to God, If you pick up
an Arabic translation of the Christian Bible, you will
see the word "Allah" where "God" s used in English,
For more information on the word "Allah", please read:
Who is Allah? But even though Muslims, Jews and
Christians believe in the same God, their concepts
about Him differ quite a bit, For example, Muslims
reject the idea of the Trinity or that God has become
"incarnate" in the world, Also, the teachings of Islam

do not rely on or appeal © "mystery" or "paradox" ---
y pp ystery p

they are straightforward and clear, Islam teaches that
God is Merciful, Loving and Compassionate and that
He has no need to become man (nor do humans need
for Him t0), One of the unique aspects of Islam is that
it teaches that man can have a personal and fulfilling
relationship with Almighty God without compromising
the transcendence of God, In Islam there is no
ambiguity in Divinity --- God is God and man is man,
Muslims believe that God is the "Most Merciful", and
that he deals directly with human-beings without the
need of any intermediary, Actually, the phrase "In the
Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful" is one
of the most repeated verses in the Holy Qur'an,
Additionally, the pure and straighttorward teachings of
[slam demand that Almighty God be approached
directly and without intermediaries, This is because
Muslims believe that God is completely in control of
everything and that He can bestow His Grace and
Mercy on His creatures as He pleases - no Atonement,
Incarnation or blood sacrifice is necessary, In
summary, Islam calls people to submitto the One True

God and to worship Him alone,
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T [slam has been present in this country for a very long time,
[n the 8&h and 9th centuries, Arab sailors and merchants often
frequented the coastal waters of South and East Asia, As early
as 845 A D, their books mentioned Korea, and did so in the

most flattering of terms: ““Over the sea beyond China lies a

; mountainous country called “Silla, rich in gold, Muslims who
i ‘d & o5 s ; arrive there by accident are so attracted by its character that
uﬁ fi ' they stayed there forever and do not want to leave, Indeed, at
e that time a number of Muslim merchants made it their home,

Some Koreans also made epic trips to the West Records
l 5"‘3*6’.\{&{."‘“4- confirm that in 727 the famous Buddhist monk Heocho visited
the Arab Near East on his way back from India,

During the Koryo period (918-1392) Kaesong, then the
nations capital, was home to a thriving Muslim community, and
there was a mosque as well, Members of one of the country's
clans, the Changs of Toksu, still recall that the clans founder
was a Muslim who came to Korea during the Koryo era,
However, the Yi dynasty, which seized power in 1392, was
much more introspective than its predecessor, so these early
connections with the Near East gradually withered, Muslims
were assimilated and eventually abandoned their faith,

The resurrection of Islam took place during the Korean War,
The war was fought largely by U.S, forces, but with support
from other countries, among them Turkey, at that time a close
ally of Washington, The Turkish forces were among the most

numerous, some 15,000 soldiers, and best trained non-

American units to take part in the war,
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The Turks brought Islam back to Korea, They proved to be not
only good fighters but also successtul missionaries, Their "tent
mosques", which initially served the soldiers themselves,
eventually became major centers of missionary activity, The Turks
allowed and encouraged Korean converts to take part in prayers
and attend services, The Turks were also engaged in large-scale
humanitarian efforts, which left a favorable, lasting impression on
the locals,

When the war finished and the Turkish units returned home,
they left behind a small but active local Muslim community, The
Korean Muslim Society was officially inaugurated in 1955, This
body, later re-named the Korean [slamic Foundation, became the
major organization for believers here, The society sent members
overseas for religious education and tried to establish a
permanent mosque with the help of a Malaysian government
grant, but was unable to, Prayers were held in makeshift
buildings, with minarets made of wooden planks and iron frames,

The 1960s brought a new impetus to Islam in this country, At
that time a large number of Korean construction workers were
dispatched to the Near East, where domestic companies were
engaged in numerous projects, Some of these workers came back
as converted Muslims and engaged in missionary activity among
their fellows,

In the 1970s, the first permanent mosque was established in
[taewon, constructed with a grant provided by Saudi Arabia and
opened in 1976, At that time it was one of the most remarkable
buildings in the entire city, and is still impressive,

The number of Muslims here is estimated to be about 45,000 in
addition to some 100000 foreign workers from Muslim countries,
There are six permanent mosques around the country, and in

general, Islam is a growing religion here,
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27t AM(Monthly News)

A7F A Al (Monthly News)
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3} (02) 794-7307 , 793-6908

® Seoul Central Masjid

Seoul Central Masgjid established Quran, Hadis, Islamic
and Arabic classes for everyone. This kind of lectures will
be held every week regularly at Seoul Central Masjid,

Date: Every Wednesday, 16:00~17:30

Topic of Lecture: Arabic

Lecturer: Abdul Rahman

Date: Every Thusday, 16:00~17:30
Topic of Lecture: Hadith

Date: Every Friday, 16:00~17:30
Lecture: Basic Islamic Studies

Lecturer: Miss, Hiba

Date: Every Wednesday, 16:00~17:30
Topic of Lecture: Quran

Lecturer: Ali

Add ress: Seoul Central Masjid

732-21, Hannam-dong, Yongsan-ku, Seoul,

HF A & o o 2ol ol ol ehwe) 232 A
Mahaigrith 24l o] 9041 H5 9 g el S 7|th g}

(561-832) 75 A=A A7 Q188 27}
3} 1 (063) 2431483

® Jeonju Masijid

Jeonju Masjid estblished Islamic lecture for everyone,
This kind of lecture will be held every week regulatly at
Jeonju Masjid,

Date: Every afterasr praying,

Topic of Lecture: Basic Islamic Studies

Lecturer: Abdul Wahab Zaid

Address: 1567-10, 2-ga Inhu-dong,
Duk4in Gu, Chonju,
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A3}:(031) 946-2110
Faxi(031) 946 2126

E-mail: pajuma gid@yahoo.com
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® Paju Masjid

Paju Masjid established Quran tafsir Quran lecture for
everyone, This kind of lecture will be held every week
regularly at Paju Masgjid,

Date: Every Saturday after [

Topic of Lecturet Quran Tafsir

Date: Every Sunday (11:00 am)

Topic of Lecture: Teaching Quran

o i
(600-811) FAHA] 787 EAt
A3} (051 518991

(051) 518992
A|27] ofgro] W olswm 2] FR7E Qi
717F 12002 12, 28- 2003 , 03, 14 (2F3711€)
AA| : HiFEQ Y pm 5A-6:302(90F)
ZAk obtold Sl =tel 9l o vl ZAb
g - e ARl
o 5A  FA=mlE oA Aok 2

AL AT ola A A

& 30-1

7+

Fl

Period: 28, 12, 2002 - 14, 3, 2003

Date: Every Saturday, 17,00~ 18,30

Topic of Lecture: Arabic and Idamic Studies
Address: Busan Masjid

30-1 Namsan-dong, Kemjeoing-ku, Busan

o FFYH
(464-807) 7] = L B 92 48-9
A3k (031) 761-3424

PR & a2 HE A 03 4o AR EY T

Add ress: Kwangju Masjid
48-9 Yeokr Kongju-youb
Kwangju-kun Kyung-do

Jummah Khutba startat 13:00

A3} 1 (031) 444-7757
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Every last Saturday of month
9:30 Question-Answer meeting
10:15 Teaching Quran Sunday
After Fajr: Islamic Studies

After Zuhur: Hadith Sudies

After Asr: Discussion about Islam

Address: Anyang Masjid
618132, Anyang-5-dong,
Anyang , Kyunggi-do,

® HZFAAMH(Jeju Masjid)
(690-802) A=Al =5 939 gt eu A8 12155
A3 (064) 7121215

® Xtojo} DIAXIE L ABH
B ol A
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Ph: 053-523-2171
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ISLAMIC CENTER TAEGU
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#202-6, Chuk Chan-dong, Dal Seo-gu, Daegu, Korea

Tel: (053) 523-2171

QO =
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Al (031) 342 4696
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(Prayer timetable for February) 22
10
1

Date Day Fajr |Sunrise Zohr | Asr |Magrib| Isha
Febd Sa 6:08| 7:38 [12:46 | 15:33| 17:54 [19:19
2 Su  6:07| 7:37 |12:46 | 15:34| 17:55 [19:20
3 M 6:06 | 7:36 |12:46 | 15:34] 17:56 |19:21
4 Tu 6:06| 7:35 |12:46 | 15:35| 17:57 |19:21
5 W 6:05]| 7:34 [12:46 | 15:36] 17:58 |19:22
6 Th 6:04| 7:33 |12:46 | 15:37| 17:59 [19:23
7 F 6:03| 7:32 |12:46 | 15:38| 18:00 |19:24
8 Sa 6:02] 7:31 [12:46 | 15:38] 18:01 |19:25
9 Su  6:01] 7:30 |12:46 | 15:39| 18:02 |19:26
0 M 6:00 | 7:29 |12:46 | 15:40| 18:03 |19:27
1 Tu 5:59| 7:28 [12:46 | 15:41| 18:04 [19:28
2 W  5:58| 7:27 [12:46 | 15:42] 18:05 [19:29
13 Th  5:57| 7:25 |12:46 | 15:43] 18:07 |19:30
14 F 5:56 | 7:24 |12:46 | 15:43| 18:08 |19:30
5 Sa 555] 7:23 [12:46 | 15:44| 18:09 |19:31
16 Su 5:54| 7:22 [12:46 | 15:45| 18:10 |19:32
17 M 5:53 | 7:21 |12:46 | 15:46] 18:11 119:33
18 Tu 552 7:20 |12:46 | 15:47| 18:12 [19:34
19 W 5:51| 7:19 |12:46 | 15:48| 18:13 [19:36
20 Th 550 | 7:18 [12:46 | 15:49| 18:14 [19:37
21 F 5:49 | 7:17 |12:46 | 15:49| 18:15 |19:38
22 Sa  5:47| 714 112:45 ] 15:49] 18:16 [19:38
23 Su  5:46| 7:13 |12:45 | 15:50] 18:17 |19:39
24 M 5:45| 7:12 |12:45 | 15:51| 18:18 |19:40
25 Tu 5344 | 711 |12:45 | 15:52| 18:19 |19:41
26 W 5:43| 7:10 [12:45 | 15:53| 18:20 [19:42
27 Th 5142 ] 7:09 [12:45 | 15:53| 18:21 [19:43
28 F 5:41 | 7:07 |12:45 | 15:54| 18:23 |19:44

e The direction of Qiblah in Korea approximately 260 °Latitude West.

¢ Adhan on Jumaah will be called at 13.00 o' clock.

O] GiHiAIIE= S38| M22 HIRSIH 24, 28, I, @
= 7= AR FaREe B SolM sigdH
SMAIE O] ARIEEC 520|Lf HA| Al&sl| thzoll +2lst

LB MFEEs 228E S0 ARSI Xt
MIZt FHRS 27| flaiA 7712 dEe= Tal6l TUAL

n
o)

This time table for Gyeonggi-do Province like Seoul,
Inchon, Anyang, Uijoeongbu, Gwangju and also,
Chungcheongnam—do, Jeollabuk—do and Jeolanam-do
Provinces are same. But Busan city is 5 minutes before
this tme and Jeju Isand is about 2 minules after this
times, For further more information, call nearest
masque.
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