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From “GOD" . .. to “ALLAH"

From “GOD” .

For ages and ages mankind has lived with an inner
yearning for worshipping some beings at a degree that
his understanding allowed him, along with an
expedcation of finding favor in some entities and taking
refugee in some places, as he found himself powerless
to defeat many phenomena that surrounded him,

Such modes of his inclination as worshipping,
seeking favor or wishing success have finally led man
to lean towards various beings in a fictitious
expecation for his wishes being granted,

Under the influence of such inclinations, people
began to define many exterior objects as gods, whom
they ascaibed the power and capability to meet their
expectations and wishes, Thus, mankind has entered
an era of “worshipping gods,”

Defining his gods to be worshipped first among
things on earth, man was inclined to worship either
minerals or plants, or animals,

Far later in the process, man realized that those
beings dwelling on earth were as mortal as they were,
and that they could not be gods at all, It was the
prophets who brought them to this understanding
through their warnings that such beings dwelling on
earth could never be gods,

Mankind then abandoned worshipping his
accustomed deities, But unfortunately, they then

turned their eyes up to the sky to other beings to

.. to "ALLAH"

accept as gods, and so they began worshipping various
stars,

Whatever phenomena came into the life of man that
he could not figure out the nature of the mystery and
he could not overcome, has remained as a product of
an unknown authority for him, Thus, an image of god
was created and acknowledged as the unknown
authority,

Actually, the acceptance of a god whether in heaven
or on earth, is nothing other than a hypothetical
assumption completely contrasting the contemporary
scientific data,

In parallel, such an assumption that contradicts the
scientific reality is rejected by the Koran through the
statement known as the Word of Oneness (Kalimat-it
tawhid) that says: “There is no god”

Because of worshipping fire or stars since his early
ages, mankind has literally doomed himself in cocoons
of his hypothetical god conceptions for centuries; and
spent his life as conditioned by his surroundings with
such preconceptions in the absence of analysis and
questioning, Day by day making these cocoons
thicker, harder and impossible to get out of, man
tinally became a slave to the gods that he created, and

so had to content himself with i,

o2 e
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When Mohammed aleyhessalaam announced in
Mecca that he was the Rasul of AILAH, there were 360
idols present only at the Kaa'ba, each representing a
deity, The people there tried to reassure themselves by
worshipping those 360 idols symbolizing 360 gods,
each with a specific duty,

They were unable to comprehend such a concept as
the nonexistence of a god either on earth or in the
heavens at all, because they had not had any idea
about the actual dimensions of the Universe, then!

Such a “god” was one who abided on earth or on a
star in the sky, conducted the world and its
inhabitants; at times interfered with their affairs, at
times left them alone to follow and to test their
behavior from above in order to know and distinguish
them truly, So that he would award those who
performed his heart's desire with admitting to his
paradise and punish those who refused his orders with
throwing into his hell-fire!

Having such hypothetical concerns (wahm),
Mankind could refrain from none of his absurd affairs

in order to get help from and to find favor in the eyes

of his god, which could be either on earth or in
Heaven,

As Hazrat Omar recounted, there were even
pagans at his time who used to cook pastry idols
to represent gods and worship them before they
enjoyed eating them! Moreover, in hope for a
tavor from their conjectural gods whom they
thought existed, men of that time used to sacrifice
even their eight year old daughters burying them
alive in graves and covering them with sand unti

they died,

GOD means “a BEING to be worshipped,” God is a
being to be praised, exalted and glorified with the
hope of getting help and blessing in return,

Such a kind of being is God that, he will give you a
number of orders, and i you obey them to his heart's
desire, only then he will let you in his paradise and
bless you with countless world beauties, However,
refusal of him and his orders by your free mind and
free will would only lead you to his hostility and his
revenge, which will be endless tortures on your part!

During such an era of worshipping gods in such
senseless, absurd, primitive thoughts and beliefs,
Mohammed aleyhessalaam proclaimed that he was the
Rasul of ALLAH as a result of Wahy (Divine
Inspiration) and began to warn people not to worship
a god,

Mohammed's aleyhessalaam mission began with
suggesting to men the message in the Word of
Oneness (Kalimat-Tt tawhid): “THERE IS NO GOD,
THERE IS ONLY ALLAH’
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Question for Month

Question for Month

Question: Muslims worship Muhammad?

Answer: According to Islamic belief, the Prophet
Muhammad was the last Messenger of God, He, like all
of God's prophets and messengers - such as Noah,
Abraham, Moses and Jesus -- was only a human being,
Christians came to the mistaken assumption that
Muslims worship Muhammad by formulating an
incorrect analogy - they worship Jesus so they assumed
Muslims worship Muhammad, This is one of the
reasons that they called Muslims by the incorrect name
"Mohammedans" for so many years! Muhammad, like
Jesus, never claimed divine status, He called people to
worship only Almighty God, and he continually
emphasized his humanity so that people would not fall
into the same errors as Christians did in regards to
Jesus, In order to prevent his deification, the Prophet
Muhammad always said to refer to him as “the
Messenger of God and His slave”, Muhammad was
chosen to be God's final messenger --- to communicate
the message not only in words but to be a living
example of the message, Muslims love and respect him
because he was of the highest moral character and he
brought the Truth from God - which is the Pure
Monotheism of [slam, Even when Islam was in its very
early stages, God revealed that Muhammad “was sent

as a mercy to all of mankind” - thus informing us that

the message of Islam would become very widespread,
Muslims strive to follow the great example of
Muhammad, peace be upon him, but they do not
worship him in any way, Additionally, Islam teaches
Muslims to respect all of God's prophets and
messengers - but respecting and loving them does not
mean worshipping them, All true Muslims realize that
all worship and prayer must be directed to Almighty
God alone, Suffice it to say that worshipping
Muhammad --- or anyone else --- along with Almighty
God is considered to be the worst sin in Islam, Even if
a person caims to be Muslim, but they worship and
pray to other than Almighty God, this cancels and
nullifies their Islam, The Dedaration of Faith of Islam
makes it clear that Muslims are taught only to worship
God, This declaration is as follows: “There is nothing
divine or worthy of being worshipped except for
Almighty God, and Muhammad is the Messenger and
Servant of God”,
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Meaning: “There is none worthy of worship except You, All purity belongs © You, Surely I am from among the

wrongdoers,”
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New Pak Korea International

Leading exporter

M. Shariq Saeed (Director)

PH no.: 82-2-2631-8557
Fax: 82-2-2631-8281

http://www.sharig.co.kr/
e-mail: sharig@shariq.co.kr
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Islam the fastest growing religion in the United States
and in the world, Adherents to the Islamic faith
number 1,6 billion worldwide, And growing - In the
United States, where Muslims number over six million,
the Islamic faith has in many estimates surpassed
Judaism and is to be the second largest religion in
America after Christianity, While part of the rise in the
population of Muslims in the United States is due to
immigration, the phenomenal growth of Islam in the
past 10 years has come from an increasing
number of Americans converting to Islam from
other religions,

Twenty-two-year-old Leslie Jordan is a recent
convert to Islam., “I decided that I wanted to
convert to a religion whose beliefs were like
mine and whose practices would compliment
the life T wanted to lead and help to exemplify
my beliefs,” Jordan, who changed her name to
Thanaa (“thankfulness”), studied Islam for
seven months, often cross-referencing with the
Talmud and Bible, She was convinced that
Islam was the truth, “Conversion for me has not
been too difficult as I have truth in the verses of

the Holy Qur'an and in the Hadith,”

[slam continues to draw followers at an estimated
rate of 135000 converts per year, During the Gulf War
alone, it was reported that approximately 3,000
Americans converted to Islam,

American women make up the second largest group
of converts to Islam, Dani Black converted to Islam in
March of 1997, Originally a Catholic, Black studied one
religion after another, from Buddhist to Pentecostal,
She remained unsatisfied until her search led her on
the path to Islam, “Fimally, Allah (SWT) made a way
for me 1o find the truth,” Black, who now goes by the
name of Khadijah, said her husband converted to Islam
shortly after she did, “We both are very happy.”

At the rate that Islam is spreading, demographers

0= 2310|2F S2|EME o|sFHuw 4H

No.2 3|22 1424 281 28 - A 7].2003.3.1 15



predict that by the year 2025 one out of four people in
the world will be Muslim,

Forty-eight-year-old Everett Ferguson, now Lugman
Abdullah-Wajid, was introduced to Islam at the age of
20, In his youth, Abdullah-Wajid did not follow any
religion nor did he believe in God, “As I studied
Islamic beliefs, I was struck by how they were in
harmony with reason,” he says, “Islams clarity, logic,

and authenticity leave me feeling very grateful ”

The increase in the number of American Muslims
may be a result of the presence of more mosques and
[slamic centers that are sprouting up in several cities
across the United States, There are approximately
2,000 mosques, Islamic centers and schools in the
country, Non-Muslims are often invited to mosques
and Islamic centers where they are provided with
information about Islam,

James was raised a Baptist and during his childhood
attended Baptist, Lutheran and Methodist churches,
While in law school, he accompanied a dassmate and
attended Catholic church, It wasnt until his 30s that
James says he began to study religion seriously, “I
studied briefly with the Original Hebrew Israeltes,
before getting a copy of the Holy Quran,” he says,
“After reading it, T was touched in my soul and many
of the questions that I had throughout my life were
answered. [ knew that I had to make a decision,” At
the age of 33, a Muslim co-worker took James for a
visit to a local mosque, “T was so moved that I took my
shahada right then and there”

Islams increasing numbers inrecent years could be a
sign that attempts at educating the American public
about Islam by several American-based Muslim
organizations have been working In recent years
several organizations such as the Council on American-
[slamic Relations (CAIR), and the American Muslim
Council (AMC), among several others, have been

successful in reaching the media and educating

Americans about the real Islam,

“Becoming a Muslim is the best thing that has
happened in my life, James says,

Anayat Durrani is a freelance journalist based in Los

Angeles, Calif,
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[slam is considered one of the fastest-growing
religions in the United States today, Here is some
statistical data:

The AAT estimates the number of Muslim Americans
at 6,7 million, 40 percent of whom are African
Americans, 30 percent of Muslim Americans trace at
least part of their family back to the Arab world and
the other 30 percent to South Asia,

There are 1209 mosques in the United States - more
The

typical American mosque is ethnicaally diverse; nearly

than 60 percent founded in the last 20 years,

90 percent have some Asian, African-American, and
Arab members,

- 2 million American Muslims are associated with a
mosque

- Increase in number of mosques since 1994: 25%

- 62 percent mosques were founded since 1980

- Average number of Muslims associated with each
mosque in the United States: 1,625

- 30% U, S, mosque participants are converts

- 70% American Muslims who “strongly agree” that
they should participate in American institutions and the

political process
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Seoul Central Masjid

Seoul Central Masjid establisned Quran,
Hadis, Islamic and Arabic classes for
everyone. This kind of lectures will be held
every week regularly at Seoul Central
Masjid.

Date: Every Wednesday, 1600~17.30

Topic of Leclure Arabic

Lecturer: Abdul Rahman Lee

Date: Every Thusday, 16:00~17.30
Topic of Lecture Hadith

Date: Every Friday, 16.00~17.30
Lecture: Basic Islamic Studies
Lecturer: Miss. Hiba

Date: Every Wednesday, 1600~17.30
Topic of Lecure: Quran

Lecturer: Ali

Address: Seoul Central Masjid

732-21, Hannam—dong, Yongsan—ku,
Seoul,
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Jeonju Masjid

Jeonju Masjid established Islamic leclure
for everyone. This Kind of lecture will be held
every week reguarly atJeonu Masjid.

Date: Every afier asr praying.

Topic of Lecture Basic Islamic Studies

Lecturer: Abdul Wahab Zaid

Address: 1567-10, 2—ga Inhu—dong,
Duk—jin Gu, Chonju,

* TR
LESROIAS 5 E8Y 0L o HS0l=
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MN3-8R)E7I= dtpA| BEH FEf2]| 421-9
3031 946-2110
Fax(031) 946 2126
E-mail: pajumesjid@yahoocom

Paju Masjid

Paju Masjid established Quran takir Quran
lecture for everyone, This kind of lecture wil
be held every week regularly at Pau Masjid.

Date: Every Saturday after I&

Topic of Lecure: Quran Tafsir

Date: Every Sunday (1100 am)

Topic of Lecture Teaching Quran
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M3t (051) 518-9991
(051) 518-9992
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Period: 28, 12. 2002 — 14. 3. 2003

Date Every Saturday, 17.00~1830

Topic of Lecturer Arabic and lslamic
Studies

Address: Busan Masjid

30-1 Namsan-dong, Kemjeoing—Kku,

Busan
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(464-807)A 7| LTt =S

F=k (03) 7613424
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Address: Kwangju Masjid

27t AA(Monthly News)

Al (Monthly News)

48-3 Y eokr Kongju—youb
Kwang ju—kun Kyung—do

Jummah Khutba start at 13:00

it

(430-828)87 = CHUA| 25T 618132

M3t (031 444-7757
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Every last Saturday of monh
9:30 Question—Answer meeting
10:15 Teaching Quran

Sunday

Afer Fajr: Islamic Studies

Afer Zuhur: Hadith Studies

After Asr: Discussion about islam

Address Anyang Magid
618-132 Anyang-5-dong,
Anyang , Kyungg—do,

* R YA M2Jeju Masjid)

(BI0-802MIZA| 8= 930 XNstemAg
1215=

M3t (064) 7121215
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Ph 033-523-271

JAMA MASJID USMAN

SLAMIC CENTER TAEGU

#202-6, Chuk Chan—dong, Dal Seo—gu,
Daegu, Korea,

Tel: (053) 523-2171

* M H(SUNVON MOSQUE ISLAMIC
CENTER)

g7 A AT Has

Dangsoo—Dong Kwunson—ku Suwon Shi
Kyongi-Do

Tel: (031) 295-2956

ax: (031) 295-4957
H. P 011-96908710
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{ Timetable for Prayers February 2003)
Date Day Fajr |Sunrise| Zohr | Asr |Magrib| Isha
Mar.1 Sa  5:38 | 7:05 [12:44 5:54 | 18:23 [19:44
2 Su 5137 | 7:04 |12:44 5:55| 18:24 [19:46
3 M 5:36 | 7:03 |12:44 5:56 | 18:25 [19:47
4 Tu 5:35 | 7:02 [12:44 | 15:57 | 18:26 |19:48
5 W 5:34 | 7:00 2:44 5:57 | 18:28 [19:49
6 Th 5:32 | 6:58 2:43 5:57 | 18:28 [19:49
7 _F 5:30 | 6:57 |12:43 | 15:58 | 18:29 [19:50
8 Sa 529 | 6:56 |12:43 | 15:59 | 18:30 [19:52
9 Su 5:28 | 6:55 2:43 6:00 | 18:31 [19:53
0 M 5:26 | 6:52 2:42 5:59 | 18:32 |19:53
1 Tu 5:25 | 6:51 2:42 6:00 | 18:33 [19:54
2 W 5:23 | 6:50 |12:42 | 16:01 8:34 119:56
3 Th 522 | 6:49 |12:42 | 16:02 | 18:35 [19:57
4 F 5:20 | 6:46 |[12:41 6:02 | 18:36 [19:57
5 Sa 518 | 6:45 2:41 6:02 | 18:37 [19:58
16 Su 517 | 6:44 [12:41 | 16:03 | 18:38 |20:00
17 M 5115 | 6:42 112:40 | 16:03 | 18:38 |20:00
18  Tu 5114 | 6:41 [12:40 | 16:04 | 18:39 [20:01
19 W 5112 | 6:39 |12:40 | 16:04 | 18:41 |20:03
20 Th 5:11 6:38 [12:40 | 16:05 | 18:42 [20:04
21 E 5:07 | 6:35 2:39 6:06 | 18:43 |20:05
22 Sa  5:06 | 6:33 [12:39 | 16:06 | 18:45 |20:07
23 Su_ 5:06 | 6:32 [12:39 | 16:07 | 18:46 |20:08
24 M 5:02 | 6:30 |12:38 | 16:07 | 18:46 |20:08
25 Tu 5:01 6:29 [12:38 | 16:07 | 18:47 [20:10
26 W 5:00 | 6:28 [12:38 | 16:08 | 18:48 |20:11
27 Th 4:58 | 6:26 2:38 6:08 | 18:50 |20:12
28 F 4:56 | 6:24 |12:37 | 16:08 | 18:50 [20:13
29 Su_ 4:55 | 6:23 [12:37 | 16:09 | 18:51 |20:14
30 Su 453 | 6:22 2:37 | 16:09 | 18:52 [20:15
31 M 4:51 | 6:20 2:36 6:09 | 18:52 |20:16

@ The direction of Qiblah in Korea approximately 260° Latitude West.
@ Adhan on Jumaah will be called at 13.00 o "clock.

http://www.quran.or.kr
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Islam growing fast in America
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27t AAM(Monthly News)

32 oAzt HE(Prayer Timetable for March)
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il Ik BEUSE Tl FHAL
This time table for Gyeonggi-do Province like Seoul,
Inchon, Anyang, Uijoeongbu, Gwangju and also,
Chungcheongnam—do, Jeollabuk—do and Jeolanam-do
Provinces are same. But Busan city is 5 minutes before

this tme and Jeju Isand is about 2 minules after this

nearest

times, For further more information, call

masque.
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http://www.quran.or.kr

NM0-64 M2 SIS M= AMEN 14765
Homepage: hitp/www muslimkoreanet

&

E-mailmuslimkorea@h anmail.net

INFERNATIONAL MUSIIM STUDENTS A SSCGIATT

K.P.O.BOX 147G SEOUL/SOUTH KOREA
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