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Question of Month

Question of Month

Question: Did Muham mad(PBUH) write the Qur'an?

Answer: In addressing this misconception, it is
interesting t© note that no other religious scripture claims it
to be the direct word of Almighty in ©t as clear and as
often as the Holy Qur'an, As the Qu'ran clearly says: ‘if had
been written by man, you would have found many
discrepancies therein” | Atthe time the Qur'an was revealed,
the Arabs recognized that the language of the Qur'an was
unique and thatitwas distinctly different from the langua ge
normally used by the Prophet Muhammad(Peace Be Upon
Him), The Arabs of that ime, by the way, were known for
their beautiful poetry and Muhammad(PBUH) was known to
be an illiterate man! The Qur'an clearly says that
Muhamma d(PBUH) was unable to read and write, so if this
wasn't true, certainly his contemporaries would have
protested and rejected him, However, there are no reports
of this, Certainly there were people who rejected
Muhammad's message, just like other prophets were
rejected, but none for this reason, On the contrary,
Muhammad(PBUH), had thousands of loyal followers and
the results of their efforts spread Islam from Spain to China
in just over a century! It is also interesting to note that even
though the Qu'ran is not poetry, the Arabs more or less gave
up writing poetry after it was revealed, It could be said that
the Qur'an is the piece of Arabic literature par execellance -
and Muhammad({PBUH)'s contemporaries realized that they
couldn't out do it, Additionally, it is easy to prove that
Muhammad(PBUH) did not possess a great deal of the
knowledge which is expounded in the Qur'an: such as
knowledge of historical events, previous prophets and
natural phenomenon, The Qur'an says in several places that
Muhammad(PBUH) and his people did not know these

things - so, again, if this wasn't true, certainly his

contemporaties would have rejected his claims, Suffice it to
say that not only is the Qu'ran the most memorized and well
preserved scripture on earth, it is also unequaled in
eloquence, spirtual impact, clarity of message and the purity
ofits truth,

International Muslim
Students Association of

Korea has decided to

make a c¢d in Korean

Language entitled ‘Life of

the Last Prophet’ written

by Yusuf Islam, We need

your financial contribution, For further information

please send mail to muslimkorea@ hanmail net

Bank Information: Woori Bank, Account number: 214-
047841-12-001, To: Irfan Ja mil
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Italy Turns To Islam

(by C.

Twenty one years ago, Rosario Pasquini (Danilo) was a
heavy smoker, drank more whisky than was good for him
and led what he now describes as a nightmare existence,
tormented by the stress of having to succeed in his job asa
lawyer in the busy northern city of Milan, Pasquini, born in
Fiume in 1934, graduated from the University of Milan in
1957 and became a Muslim in 1974, Now in his 50s,
Pasquini calls himself Abdurrahman, He leads the Friday
Prayer atthe Mosque of Il Misericordioso and is a teacher of
Arabic and Islamic culture, He is also the author of L'Tslam
Credo(Believing Idam) , Pilastri( Pillars), Vertice e Perfezione

and Muhammad, L'Inviato di Dio,

Abdurrahman sill lives in Milan, but he has traded his

lawyer's briefcase for something that gives him more
satistaction, He is now editor of a newspaper called "II-

Messagero del Islam", (The Messenger of Islam) an eight

Pedrick)

page mbloid written for the growing number of Imlians
who, like the former lawyer himself, decided to convert to
the Muslim faith,

In Italy the ranks of Christians who have converted to
Islam are swelling daily, Just as in France and England
whose most famous convert is the former pop singer Cat
Stevens (Yusuf Islam), a growing number of Italians are
turning to the Mudlim faith for spiritual solace,

"Every day, people come in wanting to know more about
Islam and the conversion process, said Abdurrahman, who
edits his newspaper from an office at Milan's Islamic Center,
"Yesterday it was one, today there are two, They come from
all over, from different classes and backgrounds, and they
all have different reasons for doing it,"

Italian Christians who have decided to embrace Islam
include engineers, artists, intellectuals, students and even a
nun, Some have taken the step because they married a
Muslim, while for others itis a purely intellectual or religious
choice, But whatever the initial reason, converts say their
final decision has almost always been accompanied by a
feeling of frustration with too much consumerism and stress,
and a yearning for a spiritual dimension that has become
lost in most of Western society, Some of the people who
decide t© become Muslims do so because, like me, they are
going through a very difficult period in their life,' he says.
"Others have family problems, There are even some who
are high school students and have converted in secret
because they are scared to tell their parents,”

Abdurrahman himself received support and understanding
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from his own family. He says, "They took the view that I
was old enough to make my mind up for myself, and let me
get on with it, In fact, my mother, who is 85 years old and
has remained a Catholic, recently said © me: "I Praise Allah,
because if you had continued ®© live the way you did before
you converted, you would be dead by now"

He continues, "At the time I was prey to a terrible mental
stress, brought on by the competitiveness that is so
prevalent in our type of society, After a long period of
searching, I finally arrived at Islam which says that no one
except God has the right © judge and dominate other men,
This is what I was looking for. For me it represented a
liberation from a society which believes itself © be free,but
which instead forces its members to bow under the yoke of

many, many different demands”

Like many converts, Abdurrahman embraced his new faith
whole heartily. He learnt Arabic so he could read the Quran
and participate in mosque life without having t© rely on
translations, His command of the language has become so
good that he now teaches it, The former lawyer's
interpretation of the Muslim faith is strict and unyielding As
well as announcements of births, marriages and
conversions, his Muslim newspaper catries advice on how
Imlian converts should behave, For example, he advises that
a woman who intends to drive her car beyond the
boundaries of her own neighborhood should make sure she

is accompanied by a relative,

i
T -'.";J-.m-hn, .

Rome Islamic Cultural Center and Mosque

One of the factors that contributed to his conversion was a
meeting that developed into a strong friendship with
Jordanian born, Ali Abu Shwaima, then a medical student,
now the director of the Milan Islamic Center, Shwaima's
wife is also Italian, Like Pasquini, she decided to convert to
Islam and changed her name from Paola Moretti to Khadija,
after the Prophet Muhammad(PBUH)'s first wife, Today, she
recalls with some amusement the first time she ventured out
into the streets wearing a veil, That was 15 years ago, when
Inlians were far less used to seeing Musdlims than they are
now, "I felt everyone's eyes on me, It was rather

embarrassing, she said,

" T could hear the other women in the supermarket
whispering things like, "who is she, a nun? Or 'Maybe she
belongs to some sect,' But that kind of atitude no longer
bothers me, she said, I'm sure of the choice I made, It
certainly wasn't easy at the beginning, when I made my
conversion, But wearing the veil is a duty for women, I
couldn't accept one part of the Quran and not the other,"

Guiuseppina, now known as Fatima, was a Roman
Catholic nun, studying theology and living in a convent in
Modena in central Imly, She began reading the Quran, and
as her interest grew she started having doubts about her
own religion and vocation, She took © vidtng the Idamic
Center in Milan, and finally after a great deal of soul
searching, she renounced her vows and converted to Islam,

Today, she is married to a fellow Muslim,

Daniela was bom in Sicily and became a convert nine
years ago, when she married an Egyptian, She willingly
obeys all the rules of her new faith, "When I go out, I
always wear a scarf over my head and I keep my legs and
arms covered,’ she said, "A woman should keep all parts of
feminine beauty covered, because only her hushand has the
right © see them, It seems perfectly right to me," In spite of
her acceptance of what other Western Women might see as

limitations, Daniela claims her relatonship with her husband
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is one of absolute equality,

Franco Leccesi, who prefers to be known as Omar, claims
the precise rules laid down by Islam help a person gain

greater self discipline, which in tun leads to physical and

spiritual improvement,
Looking back to the old
days before he converted
seven years ago, he said: "I
always used to try to
impose my own self
discipline, but it never
lasted very long." Added
the 42 year Neapolitan
artistt "butin the past six
years I've noticed a

dramatic improvement in

largely due to the lifestyle they learn from childhood , which

enables them to eliminate stress and to do without the kind

Rome Islamic Cultural Center and Mosque

of things that poison our systems. We westerns have lost so
much of the spiritual dimension of our lives. Its as though

we've fallen into a deep deep. We're living in a world thatis

so  empty- it's very

frightening to contemplate,”

Like most Italians, Leccesi
was brought up a Roman
Catholic, but for years he
felt that something was
missing from his life, He
says, "When I read the
Bible, I totally agreed with
everything it said, but I saw

that practice was very

myself, If you pray five times a day it also forces you to  different from the theory, People didn'tbehave in a way that
break off from the daily treadmill, It makes you stop and  did (the hible) justice", he said. A series of visits to the
reflect and prevents you from becoming an automation, Naples mosques, together with the Italian friend who had
who lives his life mechanically, already converted t the Idamic faith, convinced Leccesi that

becoming a Muslim would give him what he defines as "the

something extra” that he was looking for,

New Pak Korea International

Leading exporter
M. Shariq Saeed

"One thing that strikes me very deeply is the dramatic

PH no.: 82-2-2631-8557
Fax: 82-2-2631-8281

difference between old people in many Muslim countries,
and those in the West," he added. There, the dderly are

often far more lucid and energetic, right up untl old age,

http://www.sharig.co.kr
e-mail: sharig@shariq.co.kr

they often have remarkable physical and mental powers in

comparison with people of the same age over here. Its
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Seoul Central Masjid

Seoul Central Masjid e stablishe d Quran, Hadlis,
Ish mic and Arabic classes for evervone, This kind of
leetures will be held every week regubirly at - Scoul
Central Masjicl,

Date: Every Wednesday, 16:00 ~17 30
Topic ofLecture: Arabic

Lecturer: Abxdlul Rahman Lee

Date? Every Thusday, 16:00~17 30
Topic ofLecture: Haclith

Date: Every Friday, 16:00~1730
Topic ofLecture: Basie Islamice Studies
Lecturer: M ss, Hiba

Date: Every Wednesday, 16:00 ~17 30
Topic ofLecture: Quran

Lecturer: Al

Address Se culCentral Masjil
732-21, Hannam-dong, Y ong sin-ku, Seoul,
F MR
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Jeonju Masjid

Jeonju Masjid established Tslamic lecture for
everyone, Thi kind of lecture will be held every
weekregubirly at Jeonju Magjicl

Date: Every after asr praying.

Topic ofLecture: Bask Islamic Stuclies

Lecturer: Abdul Watub Zaicd

Address 1567-10, 2-ga [ nhu-dong,
Dukjin Gu, Chonju,
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Paju Masijid

Paju Masjid est Hished Quran @ fsir Quran lecture
for everyone, This kind of kcure will be held every
week regubirly at PijuMagicl

Datce: Every Saturchy after 15

Topic ofLecture: Quran Tafsir

Date: Every Sunday (11:00 am)

Topic ofLecture: Teaching Quran
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*Date: Every Saturchy, 17:00 ~18 30

Topic of Lecture: Arabic and Basic Idam  Studies

*Date: Every Sanchy, 10:30-12:00

Tepic ofLecture: Teaching Korean Linguage for
foreign muslms

*Date: Every Sunclay, 15:00-1 7:00

Topic ofLecture: English teaching for children

*Date: Every Sunclay after Zuhur Prayer

Meeting of Indonesiin mushms

Me eting of Bangladeshm uslims

*Every last Saturday of month family clin bing

Address Busan Ma gkl

30-1 Namsarrdong, Kem poing-ku, Busin

27t AA(Monthly News)
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Address: Kwang ju Masjicl
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Ak 031) 444-7757

Dail Program
—After A s prayer Hadis lecture

—After Facer Prayer Teaching Quran

Wee Ky Program

—Every Saturday night at 10:15~1100 pm, speech
about Ishim ic life

—Every Sunday after facr praver teaching how to

praver, udu, azanete,

Monthly Program

—Every month lag saturchy night,

—at 900 ~9:30 pm, question-answer meeting
—ar 10:15~11:15 pm, teaching Quran

—at 11:15~11:35 pm, lectwr e about Idam i life
—Kiam ul LailGalatul Tahazzut)

—Digcussion abour alimighty Allah

—After Facr prayer teaching Quran

—After Zohr prayer haclis studlies

—After As prayer discussionabout Islam

Address: Anyang Masjid
0618-132 , Anyang-5-dong,
Anyang , Ky ungg i-co

* HIZE YA Me(Jeju Masjd)

AIFA e BE 939 43k |l 12158
sk ©064)712 1215 % 690-802
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7t A TA T RS 202-6W7]
HABE(053) 5232171

JAMTA MASJTT USMAN

ISLA MIC CENTER TAEGU

#202-0, Chuk Chan-dong, Dal Seo-gu, Daegu,
Korea.

Tel: ©53)523-2171
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(Timetable for Prayers June 2003)

DeateDay Fajr|Sunrisg Zohr| Asr|Magrib sha
Junel Sy 3231 543 [1230 | 162221 1947 {2130

2 M 322| 543 [1230 | 1623 1947 | 2130
3 Tu 321] 512 [1230 | 16223 1948 | 2131
4 W 3211 512 11230 | 1623 ] 1948 12132
5 Th 320] 541 [1230 | 16:23| 19:49 | 2133
6 F 320 542 1231 | 1624 | 1950 [ 2134
7 Sa 349 | 541 1231 | 16241 19:51 [ 2135
8 Su 319 | 511 [1231 | 1624 | 1951 | 2136
9 M 318 | 540 [1231 | 1624 | 1952 | 2136
10 Ty 347 | 540 [1231 | 16241 1952 | 2137
W 347 | 540 1231 | 1624 | 1952 | 2137
12 Th 3147 | 541 [1232 | 16:25] 1953 | 2139
3 F 347 | 540 [1232 | 1625] 1954 | 2139
14 Sa 37 | 540 1232 | 16:25| 1954 | 2140
15 Su 316 | 540 1232 | 16:25| 1954 | 2140
16 M 37 | 541 1233 | 1626 1955 [2149
17 Ty 347 | 510 (1233 | 16261 1956 {2141
18 W 37 | 540 [1233 | 1626 | 1956 | 2142
19 Th 346 | 540 11233 | 1626 | 19:56 | 2142
20 F 346 | 540 [1233 | 1626] 1956 | 2142
21 Sa 347 | 541 [1234 | 1627 | 1957 | 2143
22 Su 347 | 511 11234 | 1627 | 1957 [ 2143
2 M il 51 1234 | 162 1957 | 21A:
24 Tu 347 | 511 [1234 | 1627 | 1957 | 2143
25 W 34 542 [1235 | 16:28| 19:58 [ 2144
26 Th il 52 11235 | 162 1958 12144
27 _F 3:18 | 542 1235 | 16:28 | 1958 | 2144
2 Sa 349 | 542 11235 | 1628 | 1958 | 2143
29 Sy 19 | 5 1235 | 1682 1957 | 21AL
30 M 320| 5:144 |1236 | 16:29| 19:58 [ 2144
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This time table for Gyeonggi—do Frovince like Seou, Inchon, Anyang,
Uijoeongbu, Gwangju and also, Chungcheongnam—do, Jeollabuk—do and
Jeollanam—do Provinces are same, But Busan city is & minutes before
this time and Jeju kland is about 2 minutes after this times. For further
more information, call nearest masque.

@ The direction of Qiblah in Korea approximately 260° Latitude West.
@ Adhan on Jumaah will be called at 13.00 0" clock.
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