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< Question of Month

Question . Month

Question: Iskam was spread by the sword?

Answer: Many non-Muslims, when they think
about Islam, pictuire religious fanatics on camels with a
sword in one hand and a Qur'an in the other, This
myth, which was made popular in Europe during the
Crusades, is totally baseless, First of all, the Holy
Qur'an clearly says "Let there be no compulsion in
religion", In addition to this, Islam teaches that a
person's faith must be pure and sincere, so it is
certainly not something that can be forced on
someone, In debunking the myth that Islam was
"spread by the sword", the (non-Muslim) historian De
Lacy O Leary wrote: "History makes it clear, however,
that the legend of fanatical Muslims sweeping through
the world and forcing Islam at the point of the sword
upon conquered races is one of the most fantastically
absurd myths that historians have ever accepted,”
(Islam at the Crossroads, London, 1923, p, 8,), It
should also be known that Muslims ruled Spain for
roughly 800 years, During this ime, and up to when
they were finally forced out, the non-Muslims there
were alive and flourishing, Additionally, Christian and
Jewish minorities have survived in the Muslim lands of
the Middle East for centuries, Countries such as Egypt,
Morocco, Palestine, Lebanon, Syria and Jordan all have
Christian and/or Jewish populations, If Islam taught
that all people are supposed © be killed or forced to
become Muslims, how did all of these non-Muslims
survive for so long in the middle of the Islamic
Empire? Additionally, if one considers the small
number of Muslims who initially spread Islam from
Spain and Morocco in the West to India and China in
the East, one would realize that they were far too few
to force people to be members of a religion against
their will, Additionally, the great empire and
civilization established by the Muslims had great
staying power -- its citizens were proud to be partof it,
The spread of I[slam stands in contrast to the actions of

the followers of Christianity, who since the time of the
Emperor Constantine have made liberal use of the
sword - often basing their conduct on Biblical verses,
This was especially true of the colonization of South
America and Africa, where native peoples were
systematically wiped-out or forced to convert, Itis also
interesting to note that when the Mongols invaded and
conquered large portions of the Islamic Empire,
instead of destroying the religion, they adopted it, This
is a unique occurrence in history - the congquerors
adopting the religion of the conguered! Since they
were the victors, they certainly could not have been
forced to become Muslims! Ask any of the over one
billion Muslims alive in the world today whether they
were forced! The largest Muslim country in the world
today is Indonesia-- and there were never any battles
fought there! So where was the sword? How could
someone be forced to adhere to a spiritually rewarding
and demanding religion like Islam?
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Canada is a diverse nation with Canadians coming
from a variety of cultures and faiths, Although the
majority of Canadians are Christian, the Muslim
community in Canada is growing and currently is the
largest religious minority in the country, The Canadian
Muslim community is estimated at around 600,000, in a
total population of about 30 million, Muslims in
Canada come from different parts of the world and
speak a variety of languages, They come from South
Asia, the Middle East, Europe, Africa and the
Caribbean, and speak English, Arabic, Urdu,
Farsi, Swahili, Turkish and many other
languages, Eighty-six percent of Muslims live in
the major Canadian metropolitan areas and the
Greater Toronto region is home to more than
230,000 Mu slims,

Islam is not a new religion to Canada, Muslims
have a history in this country that dates back to
the mid of 19th century, In 1854, the first Muslim
child was born in Canada to a Scottish family in
Ontario, The family later had seven other
children, There were also records of a European-
Muslim family that migrated from the United
States and settled in Ontario in 1871, During the
pioneering days, many Muslims came to work on
the construction of the railway track linking
Prairies to Ontario and Quebec, Others arrived
during the beginning of the 20th century to work

in the settlements of Alberta and Saskatchewan |

[slam " Canada

By : Yasin Syed

On December 12, 1938, the first mosque in Canada,
and indeed in the whole of North America was
opened, The Al-Rashid mosque in the city of
Edmonton in the Province of Alberta was inaugurated
in the presence of Mawlana Abdul Aleem Siddiqui al-
Qadiri Rahmatullahi 'alayh and Abdullah Yusuf Ali,
Rahmatullahi alayh, the well-known English translator
of the Holy Qur'an, The Al-Rashid mosque still
continues to be a landmark for the Muslim community

in Canada,

Nof 5l=et ZOiCt 2-923t 1424 - 71200371 11
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After World War IT, Muslims arrived in Canada to
improve the economy, They were skilled workers and
professionals who were brought to serve the needs of
the people of that country, In 1952, the inauguration of
Islamic Studies took place at McGill University and
attracted many Muslim scholars and students from
abroad, During the mid-1960's, many Muslim teachers,
professionals and entrepreneurs came to Canada and

increased the economic growth,

Today, Muslims in Canada are a wellestablished
community, They are active members of the Canadian
society, Twenty-seven percent of Muslims in the labour
force have one or more university degrees compared
to 17% of the general population. Mosques and halal
meat shops are common in major Canadian cities,
Muslims have also established madrasas to educate
their children, The events of Ramadan, Eid ul Fitr and

Eid ul-Adha are covered in the Canadian media and

newspapers regularly, Schools, businesses and
workplaces are beginning to accommodate Islamic
practices and are recognizing Muslim holidays,
Muslims have also opened websites which present the
beauty of the teachings of Islam and have also used
them for propagating Islam to non-Muslims, Many
prominent figures in Canadian politics also continue to
attend Muslim events and seek support from the
Muslim comnuinity,

In Toronto, there are more than 50 mosques and
Islamic centers that are full during Jumu'ah prayers,
Most of these masajid have at least two Hafiz Qur'an
who lead the taraweh pravers during Ramadan, Some
of these mosques have been built new from the
foundation while most of them have been converted
from existing buildings, Special arran gements are made
during Eid ul-Fitr and Eid ulAdha prayers in order to
accommodate a larger congregation, Muslims also

preserve their Islamic traditions and recite Khatm ul-

More Muslims Keeping the Faith

® Islam is Canada's fastest—growing religion, and in this year's
census, it is expected to surge well past Judaism and be
recognized as Canada'’s second—largest religious group. Even on
the 1991 census, there were more Muslims than Jews in Abera
and 10 of Canada's & metropolitan cities.

® According to Daood Hassan Hamdani, an Oftawa economist
who has analysed Muslim immigration and birth rates, the
number of Muslims in Canada has more than doubled since then,
from 23,000 to about 650,000. Toronto alone has more than 16
Muslim schoals.

® Muslims are better—educated than most Canadians; 27 per
cent have graduate degrees, as compared to only 17 per cent of
all Canadians. They have made major contributions as
pioneering farmers in Aberta, as well as in government, industry
and high—tech enterprises.

® WASHINGTON, May 15 (IslamOnline.net & News Agencies)
— The number of Muslims has thrived in Canada as a census
shows that Islam has become the number one non—Christian faith
in Quebec and Canada as a whole, a leading Canadian
newspaper reported Wednesday, May 14 2002. The number of
Quebec Muslims increased by almost 1.5 times between 1991 and
2001, The Montreal Gazette said, quoting the 2001 Canadian
census made public by the official Statistics Canada on T uesday,

OFSCHE OISR

May 13.

The census attributed the obvious increase to Muslims
immigration from south Asia, North Africa and the Middle East,
making Islam the fastest growing religion in the country.

It also showed that the 108,620 Muslims in Quebec were up
by 141.8 percent from a decade eerlier.

® "Now Islam k& going to be a Western religion and we look
forward to making a positive contribution. We hope that this will
help to bring the world closer together,' the Gazette quoted as
saying Salaam Elmenyawi, chairperson of the Muslim Council of
Montreal and a chaplain at Concordia University.

Bashir Hussain, chairperson of the Montreal Chapter of the
Council of Muslim Communities in Canada, remembers when
there were only a handful of Muslims in Monireal in the early
1960s .

"Now we have about 30 mosques and places of prayer, and it's
still not enough," he stressed.

Jack Jedwab, executive director of the Association for
Canadian Studies, also highlighted an increasing number of
Muslim students among the Muslim community in Canada.

‘By the time the data are mllected in the 2011 census, if they

are collected, there may be more Muslim than Protestant
students in Montreal schools," he told the daily.



Qur'an and celebrate Milaad un-Nabi and Mi'raj un
Nabi at homes and in mosques, They also visit farms
and perform zabiha on Eid ul-Adha and distribute the
meat among their families, relatives and the poor,

The Muslim community has also developed a
positive relationship with members of other faiths in
Canada, Muslims are starting to promote
understanding about their faith and are increasing
awareness in their communities and workplaces,
Muslims are also participating in inter-faith dialogues
among Christians, The Muslim community respects all

places of worship of all religions,

Some prominent Muslim individuals are also

becoming more visible in the Canadian society, serving
as editors of newspapers, as ceconomists and
researchers in industry, and as professors and Deans of
Faculties in universities,

But despite the progress made by the Muslim
community, it is stll facing many challenges, Muslims

have to fight the negative stereotypes that are

surrounding the community, Terms like "Islamic
extremists" and "Muslim terrorists" are constantly being
repeated in the media, There have been incidents
where Muslims with beards were being called terrorists
and Muslim women with hijabs were being harassed,
Muslims scholars need to educate the Canadian public
more about islamic teaching and also should help
them understand Islam and the noble teachings of our

beloved Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him)

Overall, Muslims have established themselves as a
strong community in this country and we have gone
through a lot of hard work to arrive at this stage, The
years ahead will be very critical for Muslims, The
community will have a large population and will have
a great impact on the Canadian society, Once again,
we will have to emerge as a strong community and we
will only accomplish this goal by never abandoning
the teachings of Islam and the sunnah of our Holy

Prophet Muhammad(P BUH),

New Pak Korea International

Leading exporter
M. Shariq Saeed

PH no.: 82-2-2631-8557
Fax: 82-2-2631-8281

http://www.sharig.co.kr
e-mail: sharig@sharig.co.kr
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Seoul Cental Masjid

Seoul Central M

jicl established Q uran, Hadls,

Islamic and Arabic clase s for everyone, This kind

of lectures wil e held every week regnlarly

Scoul Central Masjid,
Date:Every Wednesday,16:00~17:30
Topie of Lecture: Arabic
Lecturer: Alxdul RahmanLee
Date:Every Thusday, 16:00~17:30
Topie of Lecture: Haclith
Date:Every Fiday, 16:00~17:30
Topic of Lecture: Basic Idamic Studies
Lecturer: Miss, Hiba
Date:Every Wednesday ,16:00~17:30
Topic o Lecture: Quran

Lecturer: Alf

Address: Se oul Centra ]l Masjid

732-21, Hannam-dong, Yongsan-ku,$eoul,

at
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Jeonu Masjid

Jeonju Masjid established Islamic lecture for

everyone, This kind of lecture will be held every

week reguhirly at Je onju Masjid,

Date:Every after asr pray ing.

Topic of Lecture: Basic Idamic Studies
Lecturer: Aldul Wahaly Zaid
Addresst 1567-10, 2-gt Inhu-dong,

Duk-jn Gu, Chonju,

I A
AR Y ol Wiz EQ o o} duf o=

HshEa UL T o) US4 BB B AIE
7l gy
SRR

7| % g a] A E FEl 2] 4219 G13-813)
718k 031)946-2110
Fax:(031) 946 2126

E-mail: pajunasjid@yahoo. com

Paju Masjd

Paju Masjid established Quran tafsir Quran

lecture for everyone. This kind of lecure will he

held every week regularly

at Paju Magid.
after T

Topic o Lecture: Q uran Tafsi

Date: Every Sunchy (11:00 am)

Topic of Lecture: Teaching Quran

Date: Every Saturday

e EALAIR

HARA] FA T HARE 30-1(609-811)
Zi8t: ©51) 518999
©51)5189992

J °4°ﬂ*\L UH*‘ °HH9P s

wq

TS EQ Y QF 5:00-6:30

— bl T ofboid ojs T e) Pt
* ojze e o oj 10:30-12:00
—ARREY U 2R 2%
TSR AR Y QF 3:00-5:00
—ofglo] goj Al &3

F Ui Ee YU 2% 6:30-8:00

— olakel i El7|of W ofs @i e it
O U F5 2 o

— A QA of RE US| e elo]
— AR g e A RE Y] e

Tate: Every Saturday, 17:00 ~18:30

Topic of Lecture: Arabic and Basic Islamic

Studies

Daw: Every Sanday , 10:30-1 2:00

*Topic of Lecurer Teaching Korean langwge for

farelgn musiims

*Date: Every Sunday, 15:00-17 :00

*Topic of Lecture: English tcaching for

children

Dae: Every Sunday afer Zuhur Prayer
Meetingof Indone sian muslims

Mecting of Ba ngladesh muslims

*Every last Saturday of month family
climhing
Address: Busan Masjid

30-1 Namsan-deng, Kemj oing-ku,  Busan

=

AAl(Monthly News)

*E7F g
A7 W EE S 9] 48-9(464-807)

Zisk: 031)761-3424
o
A o

Addresst Kwangju Masjic

o
q‘E?:I

o = L5 149

48-9 Yeokri Kongu-youl
Kw angju-kun Ky ung-do
Jumnuh Khutha start at 13:00

H OrF AP
A/ E SIFA] SIS E 618-132(430-828)

8k ©31)444-7757
Daily Program
—After Asr prayer Hadis lecure

—After Facr Prayer TeachingQuran

Weekly Program
—Every Saturday night at 10:15~11:00 pm,

speec habout Ish mic life

—Every Sunday after facr prayer teaching how

» prayer, u du ,azan etc,

Monthly Program

—Every month last ssturcay night,

—at 9 00~0:30 pm, questionansw er mee ing
—at 10:15~11:15 pm, teachingQ wan

—at 11:15~11:35 pm, lecture a bout Islamic life
— Kiamul LailGa hwl Tahazzut)

—Digrwssion about almighty Alkh

— After Baer prayer teachingQuran

— After Zohr prayer hadis studies

—After Asr praver discusson abou Islam

Addre sst Anyang Masjid
618132, Anyang-5-dong,
Anyang, Ky unggi-do

* HIZE A M (Jeju Masjd)
AFEAl e 5 939 Aok u] A 12158 (90802)
sk 064)712 1215

* AHO|Of OFAX| = ALt

ol& ¥ 4 T

O A BA T 27 2026417

ek 053)523-2171

JAMIA MASTITY TS MAN

ISLAMIC CENTER TAEGU

=202-6, Chuk Chan-dong, Dl Seo-gu, Daegu,

Korca,

Tel: ©053)523-2171

Nof 5l=et X0t 2-923t 1424 - 471200371 21
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o A R R e e
3 Th 321 5:5 1236 | 16229 | 1957 | 2143 O‘ 01|HH}\|7L}£E Eél }\100 H|§5}02‘ OrOF’ #103] OLI/—S leol‘?', :‘6}$ % 737'
4 F 3221 545 11236 | 16:29| 1957 [2142 = _

5 Sa 322 545 |1236 | 1620 1957 [2142 = A Melsze MF S0M o850 BAMAlE 0 AlZiEEC 520 ¢
6 Su 324| 516 [1237 | 1630] 19:58 | 2142 - = = -
7 M 325 517 |1237 | 1630] 1957 2142 A A Zob7| Wz0l F=ClofAl7|E HFELICEH EEC’r HEros 228 2o AR
8 Tu 325| 547 [1237 | 1630| 1957 | 2141 = o

9 W 326 548 [1237 | 1630 1956 | 2140 LIC} XiMlet ARE 27| YA 7tk HRe s Hekl FHAL,

10 Th 327! 54 1237 | 1630! 1956 12140

1n_F 328 | 519 |1237 | 1630| 1955 2139

2 Sa 329] 520 [1238 | 1631] 1955 [2139 o ) ) )

3 Sy 3301 521 123 1631 [ 19:55 | 213 =

B—Su 220, 21 2ah 64l 1040 21 This time table for Gyeonggi—do Frovince like Seou, Inchon, Anyang,
15 Tu 332 522 [1238 | 1630| 1954 | 2137 i i —

faTu 292,020 o 1040, faae ok Uijoeongbu, Gwangju and also, Chungcheongnam—do, Jeollabuk—do and
1 Th 341 5D 12 1630 195 2135 i i i i

B nnl b e LRl s e Jeolenam-do Provinces are same. But Busan city is & minutes before
19 Sa 3361 524 123 1630] 19:52 [ 2133 i i i i i i i

o, &y ceol mor nee Lneal e loEn this time and Jeju Island is about 2 minukes after this times, For further
21 M 338] 525 [12:38 | 1630] 1951 | 2131 : N

97 Tu_ 330l 526 [1238 [ 1630] 19502130 more information, call nearest masque.

23 W 340| 527 |1238 | 1630 1949 |2129

24 Th 341| 528 |1238 | 16:29| 1948 |2128

25 F 343 | 52 123 1620 1948 |2426 | 0 Ty
26 Sa 344 529 [1238 | 1620 1947 2125 o ) ) ) .

27 Sy 345| 530 [12:38 | 1620 1946 [2124 @ The direction of Qiblah in Korea approximately 260°Latitude West.

59 T"ﬂ ;32 gg; }ggg }ggg }gﬂ g}gg @ Adhan on Jumaah will be called at 13.00 o"clock.

30 W 349| 533 |1238 | 1628 1943 | 2120

31 Th 350 533 [1238 | 1628 | 1943 | 2119

O] FAo| M FA| FEE 'S DA AZAY E o] BRI IS el oAl
0L 2 of) 212H 2 ool Al AT,
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