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Introduction

Islam is the religion that God revealed to all Prefs and Messengers from Prophet Adam,
may God exalt his mention, to Prophet Muhammaf God, the Exalted, says:

“Indeed the only acceptable religion in the sight bGod is Islam.”(3:19)

Each prophet called his people to the belief in@meness of God and to dedicate all acts of
worship to God alone, without associating partterddim. God, the Exalted, says:

“He has ordained for you of religion what He enjoired upon Noah and that which We
have revealed to you, [O Muhammad], and what We enjned upon Abraham and
Moses and Jesus — to establish the religion and no¢ divided therein. Difficult for those
who associate others with Allah is that to which yo invite them. Allah chooses for
Himself whom He wills and guides to Himself whoeveturns back [to Him].” (42:13)

The prophets before the arrival of Prophet Muhammadere sent to their peoples
exclusively; the laws that God gave them were §icant to their specific period of time
only. When a Prophet died and people deviated titmrmessage they were given, God sent
another prophet to guide them back to the Strad?gith. This Prophet would once again guide
the people to worshipping God alone and to not@sasng partners with Him. God, the
Exalted, says:

“And We certainly sent into every nation a messenge[saying], “Worship Allah and
avoid Taghut.” And among them were those whom Allah guided, andmong them were
those upon whom error was [deservedly] decreed. Swoceed through the earth and
observe how was the end of the denierg16:36)

The last of all these prophets and messenger$voghet Muhammad r. He was sent after a
long period of no prophet being sent to any people.is the last of all Prophets and
Messengers. His Message is the last of all diviessages to humankind. God, the Exalted,
says:

“And We have not sent you except comprehensively tmankind as a bringer of good
tidings and a warner. But most of the people do ndtnow.”(34:28)

Due to the fact that this Message is the last agesgo humankind, it holds many
distinguishing features that make it unlike pregiomessages. It holds accommodating
rulings for all of the events that have come tospasd that will come to pass until the end of
time. Allah, the Exalted, says:

“And We have not sent you, [O Muhammad], except aa mercy to the worlds.(21:107)
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The Message of Prophet Muhammadr is also inclusivall matters that relate to an
individual, his society, and how to interact witiose around him. It is also suitable for all
times and places. Allah, the Exalted, says:

“This day those who disbelieve have despaired of ¢feating] your religion; so fear them
not, but fear Me. This day | have perfected for youyour religion and completed My
favor upon you and have approved for you Islam aseligion.” (5:3)

Since tolerance is a distinguishing componenheflslamic faith, we will bring to light how
this distinguishing factor is the mainstay of & rulings. Muslims are obliged to perform
acts of worship to the best of their abilities.ahl) the Exalted, says:

“Allah does not charge a soul except [with that whin] its capacity.”(2:286)

The Prophet r saidAdhere to what | have prescribed for you, for indeed those before
you were destroyed on account of their questions drvariance with their Prophets. If |
forbid you from something, refrain from it, and if |1 order you with something do of it as
much as you can.”(Bukhari)

The reason ease and tolerance are the founddttbe tslamic system of law is because it is
a divine legal system, which takes into considerathe emotional make-up of man and their
abilities. Allah, the Exalted, says:

“He has chosen you and has not placed upon you ihd religion any difficulty.” (22:78)

The Islamic system of law is indeed a just systhat ts fair, easy to apply, and works to
alleviate difficulties. When understood correctlysi beloved to all who hear of it. It is a joy

to put into practice, and even impartial non-Muslilrave attested to this fact. Equality and
fairness in the treatment of people is providealtpregardless of wealth, age, or gender.
Islam is a moderate system of law; no other sydtasieven come close to its moderation
and beauty. Allah, the Exalted, says:

“And Allah wants to lighten for you [your difficult ies]; and mankind was created
weak.” (4:28)

The justice in Islam is not only for Muslims, bather is for those who are living amongst
Muslims, as well. Allah, the Exalted, says:

“Those who follow the Messenger, the unlettered pghet, whom they find written in
what they have of the Torah and the Gospel, who emins upon them what is right and
forbids them what is wrong and makes lawful for then the good things and prohibits
for them the evil and relieves them of their burdenand the shackles which were upon
them. So they who have believed in him, honored hinsupported him and followed the
light which was sent down with him — it is those wb will be the successful (7:157)

One degree of tolerance within the framework tdngc law is that an individual is given
flexibility to make personal decisions that areirfg in light of Islamic guidelines. This is
very evident in the life story of the Prophet r.eOexample is the story of Muadht. The
Prophetr sent Muadh, one of his companions, to Yembe Prophet asked himH6w will
you judge? He said: “I will judge by the commandments in tBeok of Allah, and if |
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cannot find it therein, | will go to the Traditiomd the Messenger of Allah, and if | cannot
find it therein, | will make an educated decisiofilie Prophet then placed his hand on his
shoulder and said:All praise is due to Allah for making it easy for e Messenger of
Allah to choose the right individual for this post” (Abu Dawood)

In Islam, we are given general guidelines andqggpies with which we live our lives. When
a new situation arises that is not found in a meviage, a ruling is derived from one of the
principles found in the Quran and Sunnah that i&Ble to the situation. Of these rules are
the following:

1. The principle rule that governs the nature of all hings is that they are lawful for
use(unless proven otherwise)

2. A harmful matter should be removed and avoided.
3. Dire needs legalize the unlawful.
4. A specific harm (that is individual) may be enduredto avoid a greater harm.

There are many other rules similar to these, winelke it possible for Islamic law to adapt
to all situations and places.

Islam and the Methodology of Tolerance

When we speak of tolerance in Islam, we are noaldpg about a small component of the
religion, but rather of a key feature of the Islanfaith. The Prophet r saitifhe most
beloved matter to Allah is the tolerant faith that matches the natural disposition of
man.” (Bukhari)

Islam is built upon a methodology of tolerance aAlsays:

“And thus we have made you a just community that yo will be withesses over the
people and the Messenger will be a witness over yoé&nd We did not make the
giblah (direction in prayeryhich you used to face except that We might makeviglent
who would follow the Messenger from who would turrback on his heels. And indeed, it
is difficult except for those whom Allah has guidedAnd never would Allah have caused
you to lose your faith. Indeed Allah is, to the paae, Kind and Merciful.” (2:143)

1. Islam is a tolerant faith in regards to politicadtters and foreign affairs. Muslims are ordered
to behave in a just, impartial manner. Allah, thalked, says:Allah does not forbid you
from those who do not fight you because of religiomnd do not expel you from your
homes — from being righteous toward them and actingustly toward them. Indeed,
Allah loves those who act justly.”(60:8)

1. Islam is tolerant in general societal matters, al.\@ne should not become arrogant towards
others on account of their tribes or social tiekal® the Exalted, say$O mankind, indeed
We have created you from male and female and madey peoples and tribes that you
may know one another. Indeed, the most noble of yom the sight of Allah is the most
righteous of you. Indeed, Allah is Knowing and Acgainted.”(49:13)
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1.

Islam is tolerant in terms of behavior and etiqelelt aims to cultivate within Muslims high
standards and habits of manners and etiquetteh Ale Exalted, sayS.ake what is given
freely, enjoin what is good, and turn away from thegnorant.” (7:199)

Allah, the Exalted, also say8V/ho spend [in the cause of Allah] during ease and
hardship and who restrain anger and who pardon thepeople — and Allah loves the
doers of good.(3:134)

Allah, the Exalted, also say#ind not equal are the good deed and the bad. Rep@vil]
by that [deed] which is better; and thereupon the ne whom between you and him is
enmity [will become] as though he was a devoted énd.” (41:34)

Islam is tolerant in relationto acts of worship. Nie is overburdened, and those who put
forth an effort towards worship will be rewardedagpusly for their efforts. Allah, the
Exalted, says:But those who believed and did righteous deeds — ¥/charge no soul
except [within] its capacity. Those are the companns of Paradise; they will abide
therein eternally.” (7:42)

Islam is tolerant in terms of economy. All meansotilygh which one could be oppressed
through finances is forbidden. Allah, the Exaltesdys:*Those who consume interest
cannot stand [on the Day of Resurrection] except asne stands who is being beaten by
Satan into insanity. That is because they say, “Tide is [just] like interest.” But Allah
has permitted trade and has forbidden interest. Savhoever has received an admonition
from his Lord and desists may have what is past, @hhis affair rests with Allah. But
whoever returns to [dealing in interest or usury] —those are the companions of the Fire;
they will abide eternally therein.”(2:275)

Islam is tolerant in terms of education and tragninhe Prophet r saidGive the good news,
and do not make things difficult.” (Ibn Hibban)

The textual passages of Islam, time and time ageaifirm the methodology of tolerance by
putting it into practice. The Prophet r sdilase and is not placed into something except
that it would beautify it and it would not be remowved from something except that it
would blemish it.” (Muslim)

The Prophet rsaidO Allah whoever is given charge over my Ummafnation)and they
make it difficult for others, make their lives difficult. And whoever makes things easy
for others, make things easy for them.(Muslim)

Whoever is tolerant will be granted and blessedth wittry into heaven and receive protection
from the Hell-Fire. The Prophet r saif¥hoever is easy going, soft-hearted and near to
Allah, he would be forbidden from entering Hell.” (At-Targheeb wat-Tarheeb)

It should be known that when we speak of tolerandslam in relation to its various parts,
we don’t mean to say that one can purposely briealcommandments and expect leniency
and tolerance.

A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, sdithe Prophet was not given a choice
between two matters except that he chose the eas@drthe two; except if it was a sinful
course of action, in that he would distance himseffom it.” (Muslim)
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What would be exempted from this would be the coomais of dire need.

The Tolerance of Islam in Terms of Belief:

The beliefs of Islam are the cornerstone aspettteofslamic faith. It is something that cannot
be done away with. Allah, the Exalted, says:

“Indeed, Allah does not forgive association with Hn, but He forgives what is less than
that for whom He wills. And he who associates other with Allah has certainly
fabricated a tremendous sin.(4:48)

The aspect of ease in the Islamic faith:
1. Itis a clear faith with no difficulties in undganding it.

2. All the followers of Islam are obliged to acceptd believe that the Messengers and
Prophets of Allah were all sent by God with the sag®e of belief in the Oneness of God.
Allah, the Exalted, says:

“The Messenger has believed in what was revealed kom from his Lord, and [so have]
the believers. All of them have believed in Allahad His angels and His books and His
messengers, [saying], “W make no distinction between any of His messenger&nd
they say, “We hear and we obey. [We seek] Your forgeness, our Lord, and to You is
the [final] destination.”™ (2:285)

3. No one is forced into Islam. Allah, the Exaltedys:

“There shall be no compulsion in [acceptance of] # religion. The right course has
become clear from the wrong. So whoever disbelievés Taghut and believes in Allah
has grasped the most trustworthy handhold with no keak in it. And Allah is Hearing
and Knowing.” (2:256)

No one has the right to force anyone into Islaniailthe Exalted, says:

“And had your Lord willed, those on earth would hawe believed — all of them entirely.
Then, [O Muhammad], would you compel the people inorder that they become
believers?(10:99)

Whoever the Message of Islam has reached, and eanwhwas clarified, would have the
choice of choosing their faith, either to acceptepect the Message. Allah, the Exalted, says:

“And say, “The truth is from your Lord, so whoever wills — let him believe; and
whoever wills — let him disbelieve.” Indeed, We haw prepared for the wrongdoers a fire
whose walls will surround them. And if they call fo relief, they will be relieved with
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water like murky oil, which scalds [their] faces. Wetched is the drink, and evil is the
resting place.”(18:29)

4. Another aspect of its tolerance is that a peisgadged by Allah for what they do. One

should not look at the inward meanings of his axgtiand judge him based on that. At times,
these are impossible to decipher, so as Muslimsangeordered by Allah to judge others

based on what we witness ourselves.

As we established above, a person is judged by twhatoes and what is apparent from his
actions.This is also established in this narratiodi bin Abi Talib sent a piece of gold, not
yet taken out of its ore, in a tanned leather daoetato the Messenger of Allah r. The
Messenger r distributed that amongst four Persahsina bin Badr, Agra bin Habis, Zaid
Al-Khail and the fourth was either Algama or AmimbAt Tufail. On that, one of his
companions said, “We are more deserving of thiddjgthan these (persons).” When that
news reached the Prophet r, he sdixhri't you trust me as | am the one who receives the
Divine Revelation from God? There got up a man with sunken eyes, raised cheeles,
raised forehead, a thick beard, a shaven head avaish sheet that was tucked up and he
said, “O Messenger of Allah! Fear Allah!” The Prephsaid, ¥Woe to you! Am | not of all
the people of the earth the most God-fearing?Then that man went away. Khalid bin Al-
Walid said, “O Messenger of Allah! Shall | kill hith The Prophet r saidNo, for he may
offer prayers.” Khalid said, “Numerous are those who offer prayand say by their tongues
(i.e. mouths) what is not in their hearts.” The Bgger of Allah r said,l*have not been
ordered (by Allah) to search the hearts of the pedp or cut open their bellies: Then the
Prophet looked at him (i.e. that man) while theéelatvas going away and saidcrom the
offspring of this will come a group who recite theQur'an continuously and elegantly
but it will not exceed their throats(i.e. they will neither understand it nor act upnThey
would go out of the religion (i.e. Islam) as an aow goes through a game’s body.

5. When one is put in a situation and is threatemiia harm, then in that case he may take
the necessary steps to protect himself. AllahExated, says:

“Whoever disbelieves in Allah after his belief... exept for one who is forced [to
renounce his religion] while his heart is secure ifiaith. But those who [willingly] open
their breasts to disbelief, upon them is wrath fromAllah, and for them is a great
punishment;” (16:106)

Ammar bin Yasir, one of the Companions, was inf@ dnd death situation, where he was
almost killed by those non-Muslims who were tomgrinim. He was asked by those who
tortured him to speak ill of the Prophet r in ordersave himself further torture, so he did
that. He was so saddened by what he had donerdpéd? r consoled him and said: “How is
your faith?” He said, “I am content with Islam.” @#Prophet r then said: “If they want to
torture you again, say what you must.” (Ibn Kathir)

6. Islam has also freed humankind from giving ¢ade to other humans and delivered him
to worshiping God alone. Allah, the Exalted, says:

“But they have taken besides Him gods which createothing, while they are created,
and possess not for themselves any harm or beneéihd possess not [power to cause]
death or life or resurrection.”(16:20)
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Allah, the Exalted, says:

“And if Allah should touch you with adversity, there is no remover of it except Him;
and if He intends for you good, then there is no peller of His bounty. He causes it to
reach whom He wills of His servants. And He is thEBorgiving, the Merciful.” (10:107)

To avoid any unnecessary veneration towards aniyithail, Allah clarifies that Prophet
Muhammad is merely a man, as were all the propbefisre him. They were merely men,
who deserved no veneration. Allah, the Exaltedssay

“Say, “I myself have no power to benefit or do harm save as God pleases. If | had
knowledge of the unseen, | would have availed my$af an abundance of good, and no
harm would have touched me. | am but a warner and &earer of good tidings for those
who will believe.” (7:188)

7. Allah as well orders Muslims to be fair and jtsiards all people, regardless of their faith
or religion, color or ethnic background, or sodistatus. Allah, the Exalted, says:

“God commands justice, kindness and giving their [de to] near relatives, and He
forbids all shameful deeds, and injustice and trangression. He admonishes you so that
you may take heed!”(16:90)

One should be just in a situation of happinessnges with Muslims or with non-Muslims.
Allah, the Exalted, says:

“O you who have believed, be persistently standinfirm for Allah, witnesses in justice,
and do not let the hatred of a people prevent youdm being just. Be just; that is nearer
to righteousness. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah i®A\cquainted with what you do.”(4:135)

8. A sign of the tolerance in the Islamic Faitlthat a Muslim believes that all people have
been favored by God. Allah, the Exalted, says:

“And We have certainly honored the children of Adamand carried them on the land
and sea and provided for them of the good things ahpreferred them over much of
what We have created, with [definite] preference(17:70)

Jabir t said that a funeral proceeding for a Jess@a by and the Prophet rstood up for it, as
did Jabir t. Jabir tthen said, ‘O Messenger of iAlthat was the body of a Jew! He said:
“Stand up for it (out of respect)! (Bukhari)

The Tolerance of Islam in Relation to Shari’ah:

Nowadays, the term ‘Shari’ah’ invokes a degreeeaffimages of lashings, and other public
punishments would be conjured in one’s mind. Iitgathe Shari'ah simply denotes the
divine system of Law given to humankind. It is @&teyn that is built on tolerance and ease.
Here are a few points to keep in mind:
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1. The textual passages in the Quran and Sunnah (@rophradition) are very easy to
understand. Allah, the Exalted, saf)fe have made it easy to learn lessons from the
Quran. Is there anyone who would receive admonitio?i' (54:17) The textual passages are
very clear in their meaning, there is no difficuityunderstanding what is meant by the text.
If there is a situation where one is in doubt, @odcts us to ask those who have knowledge.
He says!So ask the people of the message if you do not knd (16:43)

This is indeed an important aspect. If one is ignbin a matter that pertains to a worldly
issue, they would have to ask specialists to resalsituation. The same is done when it
comes to matters of religion. God has ordained $patking without knowledge is a grave
sin. Whoever speaks in religion without knowledged then forbids a lawful matter or does
vice versa, has committed a major sin. God, thdtéxasays:Say, “My Lord has only
forbidden immoralities — what is apparent of them ad what is concealed — and sin, and
oppression without right, and that you associate wh Allah that for which He has not
sent down authority, and that you say about Allahthat which you do not know.™ (7:33)

The Messenger of Allah r clarified the negative semuences of one who is not
knowledgeable speaking without knowledge. He waudely mislead himself and others.
The Prophet r saidGod does not remove knowledge from his slaves bygsing them to
forget it; rather, knowledge would be lost by the éss of scholars. Until there will remain
no scholar, people would appoint over themselvesrigrant individuals and they would
issue judgments without knowledge and mislead therab/es and others.{Bukhari)

There are no mysterious or unexplained issuedamlsAt times there are issues that pertain
to the unseen world that we will not have a congplgtasp over; in reality, they would not
affect one’s faith, nor attain him any benefit. Gneh issue is, as God sédysid they ask
you, [O Muhammad], about the soul. Say, “The soulsi of the affair of my Lord. And
mankind have not been given of knowledge exceptidle.” (17:85)

Allah, the Exalted, also sayshey ask you, [O Muhammad], about the Hour: when wil

it be established? Say, “Its knowledge is only witimy Lord. None will reveal its time
except Him. It lays heavily upon the heavens and éearth. It will not come upon you
except unexpectedly.” They ask you as if you are faliar with it. Say, “Its knowledge is
only with Allah, but most of the people do not know™” (47:18)

All that will benefit us in terms of knowledge thiatrelated to the unseen world has already
been explained to us by our Prophet r. These iedhéd descriptions of Heaven and Hell, and
the stories of the previous nations so that wereflact upon what happened to them. Allah,

the Exalted, says:

“So | have warned you of a Fire which is blazing.Noe will [enter to] burn therein
except the most wretched one. Who had denied andried away. But the righteous one
will avoid it — [He] who gives [from] his wealth to purify himself. And not [giving] for
anyone who has [done him] a favor to be rewarded Bwnly seeking the countenance of
his Lord, Most High. And he is going to be satisfié.” (92:14-21)

1. Unlike man-made laws, which may be applicable tmeavhile exempted by others due to
loopholes they found in these man-made rules aitkfoes, the laws of Islam are divine.
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The Law of God is final and definite, and is the @ which all would refer; be they, rich or
poor, noble or ignoble. Allah, the Exalted, says:

“It is not for a believing man or a believing woman when Allah and His Messenger
have decided a matter, that they should [thereaftgrhave any choice about their affair.
And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger has rtanly strayed into clear
error.” (33:36)

Allah has ordained that all should respect and lagptios system of law. Allah, the Exalted,
says:“The only statement of the [true] believers when tky are called to Allah and His
Messenger to judge between them is that they sayWe hear and we obey.” And those
are the successful(24:51)

No one in Islam has an absolute authority, inclgdime head of a state; he is subject to the
laws as anyone else would be subject to them. i$tise beauty and tolerance of Islam. No
one can oppress or transgress these rules and da@sdThe Prophet r safth Muslim
must listen and obey, except when ordered with argul matter, in such case there is no
obedience.”(Bukhari)

1. Another aspect of the divine laws of God is thalytAre not susceptible to change and do not
become outdated. These laws are absolute fornadistiand places. Unlike man-made laws
that are susceptible to change and become outdatatihas decreed the divine system of
law and it does not change. God, the Exalted, SHysn is it the judgment of [the time of]
ignorance they desire? But who is better than Allahn judgment for a people who are
certain [in faith].” (5:50)

1. In Islam there is no clergy structure, nor areehafallible men whose opinions are regarded
above the word of God. Allah saysinquestionably, for Allah is the pure religion. And
those who take protectors besides Him [say], “We &y worship them that they may
bring us nearer to Allah in position.” (39:3)

No one has the power to harm or benefit. This metbing exclusive to God alone. Allah,
the Exalted, says:

“Indeed, those you [polytheists] call upon besideéllah are servants like you. So call
upon them and let them respond to you, if you shodlbe truthful.” (7:194)

Islam stresses that every individual has a dirett fo God; there are no intermediaries
between us and Him. He forgives our sins and grastehat we wish. Allah, the Exalted,
says:*And whoever does a wrong or wrongs himself but the seeks forgiveness of Allah
will find Allah Forgiving and Merciful.” (4:110) Allah, the Exalted, also saydnd your
Lord says, “Call upon Me; | will respond to you.”™ (40:60)

In Islam, there are no religious authorities that tegalize what is unlawful or illegalize that
which is lawful, for the right of law-making belosdo God alone. It is a known fact that
amongst previous nations, law was often changesiitathe whims and fancies of people in
power. God, the Exalted, says about thi$iey have taken their scholars and monks as
lords besides Allah,(9:31) When their rabbis and priests legalized sbmg that was
unlawful or did the opposite their people woulddal suit. This is worship!
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1. Another aspect of Islam’s tolerance is that thereaisystem known &hura, or mutual
consultation. This is used in cases wherein thera public benefit to be earned, where
people of knowledge and expertise in a certaird fegln be consulted to take the best course
of action. Allah says:So by mercy from Allah, [O Muhammad], you were lenent with
them. And if you had been rude [in speech] and halsin heart, they would have
disbanded from about you. So pardon them and ask fgiveness for them and consult
them in the matter. And when you have decided, therely upon Allah. Indeed, Allah
loves those who rely [upon Him].(3:159)

1. Islam has opened the gateway Hoithad, which is when a scholar of expertise would exert
his effort to reach a ruling in a certain matteattimay not be directly mentioned in the
Scriptural texts. In Islam, the general guideliaes given and one is to uphold them when a
situation arises. This makes the laws of Islamatéesand fitting for all places and times.

1. God has ordained laws to protect all communitiemfextremism. Allah, the Exalted, says:
“Allah intends for you ease and does not intend fgrou hardship.” (2:185)

The Prophet r said:Beware of extremism, for this is what destroyed theprevious
nations.” (Nasaee’)

The Prophet r preached a moderate way of life. Amadlalik t said: “Three people came to
the houses of the Prophet r asking how he spentldys and how he worshipped Allah.
When they were informed of what the Prophet r they saw it as little, so they said: “The
Prophet has been forgiven by Allah, who are wedmmare ourselves to him?” One said:
“As for I, | will pray continuously throughout thgay and night.” The second said: “I will
fast for the rest of my days.” The third said: “A® me | will not marry women.” The
Prophet r came by afterwards and asked, are yoortese who said this and this? He said:
“Indeed | am the most god-fearing amongst you andpray and have a break, fast and
break my fast and marry woman. Whoever does not wanto adhere to my way is not
from me.” (Bukhari)

The Prophet r made a point of guiding his compaitanthe moderate path in life so that
they would not fall into extremism. It is narratiedthe hadeeth of Abdullah bin Amr bin al-
Aas t that the Prophet r said to hinh:Have been informed that you fast every day and
pray every night (all the night). Fast (for some dgs) and give up fasting (for some
days); pray and sleep, for your eyes have a rightnoyou, and your body and your family
(i.e. wife) have a right on you. | replied, “I have more power than that (i.e.ftst other
days).” The Prophet rsaid, “Then fast like Propbavid”. | said, “How?” He replied, He
used to fast on alternate days.The Prophet rsaid:Whoever fasts daily throughout his
life is just as the one who does not fast at &l

This does not mean that Islam encourages one to thee pleasures of this life while
disregarding the Next Life. Rather, Islam is a mratee way of life. It strikes a beautiful
balance between this worldly life and the Next.

Allah, the Exalted, says:
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“Oyou who have believed, when [the adhan] is callefor the prayer on the day of
Jumu’ah [Friday], then proceed to the remembrance bAllah and leave trade. That is
better for you, if you only knew.” (62:9)

In light of a person’s worldly needs, Allah haslered that one not forget about his need for
sustenance. He, the Exalted, says:

“And when the prayer has been concluded, disperseithin the land and seek from the
bounty of Allah, and remember Allah often that youmay succeed.(62:10)

Allah has also ordered us to avoid being wastéfa|.the Exalted, says:

“O Children of Adam, dress yourself properly wheneer you are at worship: and eat
and drink but do not be wasteful: God does not likevasteful people.”(7:31)

1. Another sign of tolerance in Islam is when a perfgams his demise or that harm shall befall
him, it is lawful for him to consume that whichuslawful so that he may sustain himself and
stay alive. Allah, the Exalted, says:

“He has only forbidden to you dead animals, bloodthe flesh of swine, and that which
has been dedicated to other than Allah. But whoeveis forced [by necessity], neither
desiring [it] nor transgressing [its limit], there is no sin upon him. Indeed, Allah is
Forgiving and Merciful.” (2:173)

Sayyid Qutub, may Allah have mercy on him, saicis Tafsir: “It is the set of laws and
beliefs that marks a man as a man and not an gnonan angel or a devil. It takes into
consideration ones abilities and complete capasland the human weakness.”

1. Another sign of the tolerance of Islam is that engood deeds would be multiplied by many
folds. Allah, the Exalted, say8/Vhoever comes [on the Day of Judgment] with a good
deed will have ten times the like thereof [to hisredit], and whoever comes with an evil
deed will not be recompensed except the like thereoand they will not be
wronged.” (6:160)

Tolerance of Islam in terms of Da’'wah (calling othes to Islam)

Islam is a world faith, and it is for all peopleafi times and places. In light of this, calling
people to Islam and propagating the true faith rbestione in a manner that is ethical, and in
a good way so that the others who are calledwallitaccept it and think of it in an impartial
way. Allah, the Exalted, says:

“Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and good instruction, and argue with them
in a way that is best. Indeed, your Lord is most kawing of who has strayed from His
way, and He is most knowing of who is [rightly] guiled.” (16:125)

Let us discuss some of the aspects of tolerance witemes to propagating Islam.
1. We accept people of all other faiths. The Messen§édlah r said:*Allah is more pleased

with the repentance of his slave than a man who eamps at a place where his life is
jeopardized, but he has his riding beast carrying s food and water. He then rests his
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head and sleeps for a short while and wakes to findis riding beast gone. (He starts
looking for it) and suffers from severe heat and thist or what Allah wished (him to
suffer from). He then says, ‘I will go back to my pace.’ He returns and sleeps again, and
then (getting up), he raises his head to find hisiding beast standing beside
him.” (Muslim)

1. Another aspect of Islam’s tolerance in terms ofgagating Islam is that one who calls others
to the faith should do so in a good, inviting manriéhe Prophet r saitGive the glad-
tidings, and do not ward people away, make mattergasy and do not make them
difficult.” (Muslim)

1. We are asked to discuss respectfully with those fbld opinions that are not congruent
with ours. Allah, the Exalted, says:

“And do not argue with the People of the Scriptureexcept in a way that is best, except
for those who commit injustice among them, and say‘We believe in that which has
been revealed to us and revealed to you. And our @and your God is one; and we are
Muslims [in submission] to Him.” (29:46)

No one can force another to accept their opinion,can anyone persuade another forcefully.
Let us look at the story of Al-Aas bin Wa'll. He wa polytheist who refused to accept the
faith of Islam. He went to the Messenger of Allahith a bone that was decomposed and he
crushed it and said to the Prophet r: ‘Do you claieshall be resurrected after we turn into
this?’ He said, ‘Yes...Allah will cause you to dibeh resurrect you and then put you into the
Hell-Fire.” He then recited the words of God:

“And he presents for Us an example and forgets hi@wn] creation. He says, “Who will
give life to bones while they are disintegrated?” &/, “He will give them life who
produced them the first time; and He is, of all cration, Knowing.” [It is] He who made
for you from the green tree, fire, and then from ityou ignite. Is not He who created the
heavens and the earth Able to create the likes oheém? Yes, [it is so]; and He is the
Knowing Creator. His command is only when He intend a thing that He says to it,
“Be,” and it is. So exalted is He in whose hand ithe realm of all things, and to Him you
will be returned.” (36:78-83)

Arguments of this nature make it impossible for emeefute the truth. Another example is
what is mentioned in the Quran regarding a disoastiat took place between the King an-
Namrood and Prophet Ibrahimu. Allah, the Exalteyss

“Have you not considered the one who argued with Alaham about his Lord [merely]

because Allah had given him kingship? When Abrahansaid, “My Lord is the one who
gives life and causes death,” he said, “I give lifand cause death.” Abraham said,
“Indeed, Allah brings up the sun from the east, sdring it up from the west.” So the
disbeliever was overwhelmed [by astonishment], andAllah does not guide the
wrongdoing people.”(2:258)

1. Another aspect of the tolerance of Islam is that simould not rile people up, spread hatred or
cause commotion. Allah, the Exalted, says:
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“And tell My servants to say that which is best. Imleed, Satan induces [dissension]
among them. Indeed Satan is ever, to mankind, a @eenemy.” (17:53)

1. We use methods to draw people to Islam that wip tieem love Islam. Allah says:

“O People of the Scripture, why do you argue aboufbraham while the Torah and the
Gospel were not revealed until after him? Then wilyou not reason?”(3:65)

1. We should be very gentle, kind and accepting. Adlais:

“Go, both of you, to Pharaoh. Indeed, he has transgssed. And speak to him with
gentle speech that perhaps he may be reminded orafiefAllah].” (20:43-4)

1. We always ask that those who differ with us in eguenent bring forth their evidences and
proofs. Allah, the Exalted, says:

“Say, [O Muhammad], “Have you considered that whichyou invoke besides Allah?
Show me what they have created of the earth; or dithey have partnership in [creation
of] the heavens? Bring me a scripture [revealed] bere this or a [remaining] trace of
knowledge, if you should be truthful.” (46:4)

1. We are asked to discuss topics in constructive walyah, the Exalted, says:

“Say, “O People of the Scripture, come to a word tht is equitable between us and you —
that we will not worship except Allah and not assdate anything with Him and not take
one another as lords instead of Allah.” But if theyturn away, then say, “Bear witness
that we are Muslims [submitting to Him].”” (3:64)

1. Whoever accepts Islam will become sin-free uporobeeg Muslim, in the sight of God. He
will bear no sins from his past life. Allah, thedtted, says:

“Say to those who have disbelieved [that] if theyease, what has previously occurred
will be forgiven for them. But if they return [to hostility] — then the precedent of the
former [rebellious] peoples has already taken place (8:37)

1. Anyone who becomes a Muslim will receive the rewafdjood things he had done in the
past, before becoming a Muslim. Hakim bin Hizands& Messenger of Allah! What do
you think about my good deeds which | used to donduthe period of ignorance (before
embracing Islam) like keeping good relations witl kith and kin, manumitting of slaves
and giving alms etc; will | receive the reward tbat?” The Messenger of Allah r sé&iou
have embraced Islam with all those good deeds whiglou did.”

1. Whoever accepts Islam from a previous religion vétieive their reward two fold. Allah, the
Exalted, says:Those will be given their reward twice for what they patiently endured
and [because] they avert evil through good, and frm what We have provided them they
spend.” (28:54)

Tolerance of Islam towards non-Muslims:
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Before we begin, let us mention the words of theealist Young: “There are many things
that the West needs to learn from the Islamic @ailon, of which is the Muslims view of
tolerance.”

1. All financial transactions are lawful between Muoséi and non-Muslims, such as buying and
selling homes and cars,and taking part in compamigdong as the Islamic principles are
upheld. A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her sdthe Prophet r bought some food
from a Jewish seller and was not able to pay the mey upfront so he left his armor as a
security/ collateral with him until he could pay.”

The only form of bartering that is unlawful is thvaliich contains a degree of harm. Allah, the
Exalted, says:

“O you who have believed, do not consume usury, dbled and multiplied, but fear
Allah that you may be successful.(3:130)

Allah, the Exalted, also says:

“O you who have believed, indeed, intoxicants, ganting, [sacrificing on] stone alters [to
other than Allah], and divining arrows are but defilement from the work of Satan, so
avoid it that you may be successful. Satan only w&to cause between you animosity
and hatred through intoxicants and gambling and toavert you from the remembrance
of Allah and from prayer. So will you not desist?”(5:90-91)

1. It is lawful for Muslims to perform prayers in amduslim place of worship. Abu Musa
performed prayers in a church in Damascus.

It is not praiseworthy for a Muslim to do this, fimere maybe idols, and other pictures. So, it
is recommended that only if a person cannot fing ather place to pray in, he may pray
there. Umar said to a Christian, “We do not entauryChurches due to the pictures that are
posted on the walls.”

1. Itis lawful for non-Muslims to enter the Masjidthere is a need for this; excluded from this
is the Grand Mosque in Makka. As for Madinah, tiepRet rmet with some non-Muslim
delegates.

1. It is lawful for Muslims to visit the non-Muslims v are sick and to make dua (i.e.
supplicate) for them that they become healthy. Anhasid a young boy from a Jewish
background fell sick and the Prophet r visited aimd said, ‘Become a Muslim!" he looked at
his father, and the father told his sick son: “OBdaal-Qasim (i.e. Muhammad r)” so he said
the Testimony of Faith and the Prophet r s&Mdl: praise is due to Allah who saved him
from the Fire.” (Bukhari)

1. We can give our condolences to non-Muslims. Abuaieah t said that the Prophet r séid:
sought permission to visit my mother’s grave and itvas granted to me.{Muslim).

1. One can give charity to non-Muslims as long as @reynot waging war against the Muslims.
Abdullah Bin Amr slaughtered a sheep and gave sofriess meat as a gift to his Jewish
neighbor. He said, ‘The Messenger of Allah rsaitbreel (Angel Gabriel) kept informing
me of the rights one owes his neighbor, until | thaght that he would be given a portion
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of inheritance.” Allah, the Exalted, say§Zakah expenditures are only for the poor and
for the needy and for those employed to collect [kah] and for bringing hearts together
[for Islam] and for freeing captives [or slaves] an for those in debt and for the cause of
Allah and for the [stranded] traveler — an obligation [imposed] by Allah. And Allah is
Knowing and Wise.”

1. Islam has allowed a Muslim to maintain the relatiaf his family even if they be non-
Muslims. Asma bint Abi Bakr, came to the Prophetdraaid:‘My mother is visiting me
and she is a non-Muslim, he said be kind to your ntber.” (Bukhari)

1. It is lawful for Muslims to eat from non-Muslimsaitsils and use their clothes as long as
they are not made from materials that are unlawiuts. Abu Tha’'labah al-Khushani t said:
“O Messenger of Allah, we are in a land that betot@ythe People of the Book, shall we eat
in their utensils?” He saidf you can find other utensils it is better, if na then wash
them and use them.” (Bukhari)

1. Itis lawful for a Muslim man to marry a chaste warmfrom the People of the Book. Allah,
the Exalted, saysThis day [all] good foods have been made lawful, rad the food of
those who were given the Scripture is lawful for yo and your food is lawful for them.
And [lawful in marriage are] chaste women from amomy the believers and chaste
women from among those who were given the Scripturbefore you, when you have
given them their due compensation, desiring chastit not unlawful sexual intercourse or
taking [secret] lovers. And whoever denies the fdit— his work has become worthless,
and he, in the Hereafter, will be among the losers.(5:5)

1. Whoever accepts Islam and is married to a woman fre People of the Book, his marriage
would not be rendered null and void; on the cogiriiwould be accepted.

1. It is lawful for one to eat of the foods slaughtel® the People of the Book, as long as it is
lawful for us to eat and they have mentioned theaaf God over it. Allah, the Exalted,
says:

“And do not eat of that upon which the name of Allda has not been mentioned, for
indeed, it is grave disobedience.(6:121)

1. We are to offer protection to a non-Muslim if helsgit. Allah, the Exalted, says:

“And if any one of the polytheists seeks your protgion, then grant him protection so
that he may hear the words of Allah. Then deliver m to his place of safety.”(9:6)

1. A Muslim is not to swear or speak ill of the non-8fims’ faith. Allah, the Exalted, says:

“And do not insult those they invoke other than Allh, lest they insult Allah in enmity
without knowledge.” (6:108)

1. Allah has ordered that we repay our loans to aMaslm. He, the Exalted, says:
“O you who have believed, fulfill [all] contracts.” (5:1)He, the Exalted, also saysnd

fulfill [every] commitment. Indeed, the commitmentis ever [that about which one will
be] questioned.”(17:34)
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1. Their wealth is inviolable. Allah, the Exalted, satAllah does not forbid you from those
who do not fight you because of religion and do naxpel you from your homes — from
being righteous toward them and acting justly towad them. Indeed, Allah loves those
who act justly.” (60:8)

The Prophet r saidWhoever harms a non-Muslim living in a Muslim state or makes
him bear a load that is greater than his ability, Iwill argue on his behalf against the
Muslim on the Day of Resurrection.”

The Prophet r also saitivhoever kills a person who is under a contract ofsafety in a
Muslim country, that person will not smell the scehof Jannah.” (Bukhari)

1. When a non-Muslim resides in a Muslim state, held/oeceive the welfare services due to
any citizen who has reached a senior age. Umaw tagaold man who was Jewish and he
asked about him, and he was told that he was frenpéople who paid Jizyah (head-tax). So
the Caliph, Umar t told him, “We have not been taiiyou, we took Jizyah from you while
you were young and now that you are old, you hathing!” So he took him by his hand till
he went to the Muslim treasury, and he gave himeséood and clothing. He then told the
treasurer, “Find people like him and give them wikatnough for them and their families.”
He then recited the verS8akah expenditures are only for the poor and for te
needy” (9:60) He said the poor are the Muslims and thedipare those from the People of
the Book.

1. Allah has opened the gateway of forgiveness fantfreon-Muslims). He, the Exalted, says:

“Say to those who have disbelieved [that] if theyease, what has previously occurred
will be forgiven for them. But if they return [to hostility] — then the precedent of the
former [rebellious] peoples has already taken place (8:38)

1. Wanting good for others is a sign of one’s faitheTProphet r said to Abu Hurairah Bé
humble and you will be the most obedient to AllahBe content and you will be the most
thankful to Allah and love for people what you lovefor yourself and you shall be a
believer and be kind to those who are your neighbgrand you will be a true Muslim and
lessen your laughter for this would kill one’s heatr spiritually. ”

Tolerance of Islam in Purification:

All acts of worship in Islam are built upon tolac@, as this is an intrinsic trait in Islam.
Allah, the Exalted, says:

“Those who have believed and whose hearts are asedrby the remembrance of Allah.
Unquestionably, by the remembrance of Allah heartare assured.” (13:28)

No one is overburdened. The Prophet r sémtteed Allah will not stop rewarding you
for deeds you do until you stop doing the deed it§e¢
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All aspects of worship in Islam are in line withed natural disposition, and one is not
burdened beyond his abilities. A Muslim is not deedened beyond what he can withstand,
even in terms of his acts of worship. Anas t sawelerly man, carried by his two sons,
coming to the Masijid. The Prophet rasked: “Whdis?” They told him, this man has vowed
to walk to the masjid, and he was very ill. Theghret r said*Allah is not in need of this
man’s punishment upon himself.”(Bukhari)

When a Muslim falls ill, Allah will give the persahe rewards for deeds that he would have
done if he were not ill. The Prophet r sdid:a person falls ill, or travels, he would receie
the rewards of his deeds that he would do if he wadealthy.”

Allah also loves that one takes the approach tasiest and permissible thatHe has laid out
for Muslims. The Prophet r said:

“Indeed Allah loves that one of you does take thegsmits He has given as He loves it
when you do an act of worship He has ordained.”

Tolerance in Purification:

Purification is a necessity for the majority of saaf worship, and water is used as the
medium forthis purification.

1. Water is always pure as long as its smell, coldaste does not change.

1. Water that an animal has drunk from is lawful t@ dier the purpose of purification. The
Prophet r said, concerning thisntleed it is not impure, it is pure”

1. When water is scarce and/or using water is detriai¢n one’s health, they may use the dry
ablution instead of water to purify themselvesahllthe Exalted, say&ut if you are ill or
on a journey or one of you comes from the place aklieving himself or you have
contacted women and do not find water, then seekedn earth and wipe over your faces
and hands with it. Allah does not intend to make dficulty for you, but He intends to
purify you and complete His favor upon you that youmay be grateful.”(5:6)

1. It is also lawful for aMuslim to wipe over theirde when performing ablution. There are
conditions that govern this, but in general, thes tbeen legalized to make it easier for
Muslims to purify themselves.

2. All places are suitable for worship. A Muslim caarform prayers in any place except in a
graveyard or a washroom. The area chosen for prayst also be free from any visible
traces of filth. The Prophet r said: Have been given five traits no other Prophet befe
was given. These include that every prophet was geo his people individually, whereas
| have been sent to mankind at large and the landiall a place of prayer so anyone who
must perform prayers can perform prayers wherever e is’
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1.

If there is a visible trace of filth, it can be rewed with water. A Bedouin urinated in the
Masijid of the Prophet r and the Prophet r safhur water over his urine, for you have not
been sent to make things difficult for others, ratler to show easé.

Animal dropping of animals whose flesh is lawful ies to consume, is not considered an
impurity, so if it touches one’s clothing or shoé@swould not be considered impure. The
Prophet r was asked about performing prayers iashards and he said it was lawful, but he
forbade that one perform prayers in camel stables.

Tolerance of Islam in Prayers:

Prayers are the link between a person and Godrgoperays to God begging for His Mercy
and Forgiveness. Prayer not only is an act of wprblut also serves a social function;
Muslims from across one community would congredgatpray in the Mosque together. The
Prophet r said: The first thing a person will be held accountable dr on the Day of
Resurrection is his prayers; if they are completethen all his deeds will be accepted.

A person is to perform the prayers to the besishbr ability.

. The prayer has many different positions it can taygd in, taking into consideration one’s

general condition. Allah, the Exalted, saisnd if you fear [an enemy, then pray] on foot
or riding. But when you are secure, then remember Bah [in prayer], as He has taught
you that which you did not [previously] know.” (2:239)

When a person is traveling, four unit prayersam@tsimed to two units each and prayers can
be combined.

When one is sick or there is a heavy downpour thggrs may be combined as well.

The prayers each have a beginning and an ending. tithe Prophet r said: “Angel
Jibreel/Gabriel u led me in prayer at the House {he Ka’bah). He (Jibreel) prayed the noon
prayer with me when the sun had passed the meridiime extent of the strap of a sandal.
He prayed the afternoon prayer with me when the®haf everything was as long as itself.
He prayed the sunset prayer with me when one wif@sting breaks the fast.He prayed the
night prayer with me when the twilight had endeihally, he prayed the dawn prayer with
me when food and drink become forbidden to one BHaeping the fast.On the following
day, he prayed the noon prayer with me when hid@lavas as long as himself. He prayed
the afternoon prayer with me when his shadow wasetas long as himself. He prayed the
sunset prayer at the time when one who is fastiegks the fast. He prayed the night prayer
with me when about the third of the night had pdss$enally, he prayed the dawn prayer
with me when there was a fair amount of light. Th&ming to me he said: Muhammad r this
is the time observed by the prophets before yod tla@ time is anywhere between two times.

When a person is in doubt if they have added certakway from their prayer, they are to
build upon what they are sure of (the lesser numbed then perform an extra two
prostrations at the end of the prayer and this @auffice. The Prophet r saitf:one of you
doubts in his prayer and does not know how many uts he has performed, let him build
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upon that which he is sure of, and then prostrate tathe end of the prayer two
prostrations before the Tasleem of the prayer.”

1. When one doesn’t know the direction of the Qibtahthey may perform the prayer to a
direction that they think is the Qiblah. Allah sa¥snd to Allah belongs the east and the
west. So wherever you [might] turn, there is the Fee of Allah. Indeed, Allah is all-
Encompassing and Knowing.”(2:115)

1. Itis forbidden for an Imaf] to extend the prayers and lengthen them when peaigng in
congregation. Abu Hurairah r said when the Propheted to perform the prayers he would
shorten them. He rsaitf one of you prays, let him shorten the prayer fa there is the
weak, and sick and the old, and if one prays for mself let him lengthen as he wills.”

Tolerance of Islam in Zakahu:

One of the wisdoms behind the duty of Zakah beiriggated upon the Muslims is to remove
poverty from the Muslim society, and to resolvargnal activities that may rise due to an
increase in povertywithin a society.

1. One of the signs of tolerance in Zakah is thasita be taken from a person’s moderate
possessions, not the most valuable or least vaudlble Prophet r warned his companion r
Muadh t saying: Do not take the most valuable of their wealth as Zah.” (Muslim)

1. The amount of money that one must pay is very sraall it is due only once a year if the
minimum requirement is met. If someone has less tha minimal requirement, in that case
he is not required to pay.

1. It fluctuates according to one’s personal effox. inderstand this, take into consideration a
farmer who has an orchard of vegetables or the likeharity, he is obliged to give 10%, but
if he watered the orchard himself, then he must ginly 5%.

1. If one cannot pay Zakah, it is no longer due upiom. ffhe Prophet r saidOnly one who is
able to pay, shall pay the Zakali.Allah, the Exalted, says:Zakah expenditures are only
for the poor and for the needy and for those emplad to collect [zakah] and for
bringing hearts together [for Islam] and for freeing captives [or slaves] and for those in
debt and for the cause of Allah and for the [strandd] traveler — an obligation [imposed]
by Allah. And Allah is Knowing and Wise.” (9:60)

1. When one gives it out, they are not losing, bubigaj in the sight of God. Allah, the Exalted,
says:“Take, [O, Muhammad], from their wealth a charity by which you purify them
and cause them increase, and invoke [Allah 's blasgs] upon them. Indeed, your
invocations are reassurance for them. And Allah islearing and Knowing.” (9:103)
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Tolerance in terms of Fasting:

When one fasts they would feel the difficultiestddey their less fortunate brothers and
sistersaround the world. It is also a form of J[Badh which one strives to please Allah.

1. It is due to the Mercy of God that only one monthai year is made a time of obligatory
fasting upon Muslims. Allah saySfhe month of Ramadhan [is that] in which was
revealed the Quran, a guidance for the people analear proofs of guidance and
criterion. So, whoever sights [the new moon of] thenonth, let him fast it.” (2:185)

2. The time for fasting is set, and does not contimuéhe night. Fasting is only to be done
during the day. Allah saysit has been made permissible for you the night preeding
fasting to go to your wives [for sexual relations]They are clothing for you and you are
clothing for them. Allah knows that you used to deeive yourselves, so He accepted your
repentance and forgave you. So now, have relationsith them and seek that which
Allah has decreed for you. And eat and drink untilthe white thread of dawn becomes
distinct to you from the black thread [of night]. Then complete the fast until the sunset.
And do not have relations with them as long as yoare staying for worship in the
mosques. These are the limits [set by] Allah, so dwt approach them. Thus does Allah
make clear His Command to the people that they malyecome righteous.{2:187)

1. Itis unlawful for one to fast continuously, thrdwgyt the day and night, without breaking the
fast. The Prophet r forbade this sayinghére is no continuous fasting in Islant

1. The reward of fasting is so great in the sight 8&&A The Messenger of Allah r saidAlfah
said, ‘All the deeds of Adam’s sons (people) arerfthem, except fasting which is for Me,
and | will give the reward for it.” Fasting is a sheld or protection from the fire and from
committing sins. If one of you is fasting, he shodlavoid sexual relation with his wife
and quarreling, and if somebody should fight or quarel with him, he should say, ‘| am
fasting.” By Him in Whose Hands my soul is the ungasant smell coming out from the
mouth of a fasting person is better in the sight oAllah than the smell of musk. There
are two pleasures for the fasting person, one at ¢htime of breaking his fast, and the
other at the time when he will meet his Lord; thenhe will be pleased because of his
fasting.”” (Bukhari)

1. Itis lawful for one who is sick or travelling tadak the fast. Allah, the Exalted, s&ysd
whoever is ill or on a journey — then an equal numér of other days. Allah intends for
you ease and does not intend for you hardship andvants] for you to complete the
period and to glorify Allah for that [to] which He has guided you; and perhaps you will
be grateful.” (2:185)

It is forbidden for anyone to burden themselveshwitore than that which they can bear.
Jabir bin Abdullah tsaid: “The Messenger of Allalas travelling and he saw a man around
whom many were gathered. The Prophet r asked, “\lghatong with him?” They told him,
“He is fasting.” The Prophet r then saidt fs not of piety for one to fast while they
travel.” (Bukhari)

1. When a woman is pregnant or nursing her newbort,ste is fearful that she would harm
herself or her child she may break her fast, bustrmake up those days afterwards when she
can. This is the case for the very old person dk i@ may break the fast and feed the poor
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and need for each day of fasting he missed. Atlah Exalted, saysAllah does not charge
a soul except [with that within] its capacity.” (2:286)

1. Whoever eats or drinks forgetfully or absent-mirdgeor is forced to do so, his fasting
remains intact. The Prophet r sailYhoever has forgotten and then has eaten or drunk,
let him complete his fast for indeed Allah has blesed that person with food and drink’
(Bukhari)

Tolerance in Hajj:

One of the goals of Hajj is to uphold the beliettie oneness of Allah. We repeat during the
Hajj: “Lab’baika Al'laahuma Lab’baik,” which mean& Allah, we have come to this place
only to respond to your call and so that you may beleased with us. You are the only
one who deserves to be worshippedn Islam, there is no difference between any two
people, whether they are rich and noble, or podrigmoble.

1. It is obligatory upon us only once in a lifetimé.i$ a very difficult duty, and were it
obligated yearly, we would fail in this duty. Theophet, r said: O people, Allah has
ordained Hajj upon, so perform the Hajj. One of themen there said: “Is it a duty every
year?” The Prophet kept quiet. He then repeated hirself and said: “Were | to say yes,
the Hajj would become due upon you every year, angou would not be able to do this.

1. When one is unable to perform this pillar of Islatris not due upon him. The inability here
goes back to two matters: financial and physicabilities. If a person is not financially able,
he is not required to perform the pilgrimage of jHand if a person does not have the
physical but has the financial means, he is notired to perform it himself. In this latter
case, someone can perform Hajj on his behalf amlwiould be sufficient. Allah, the
Exalted, says:Hajj is [during] well-known months, so whoever has made Hajj
obligatory upon himself therein [by entering the sate of ihram], there is [to be for him]
no sexual relations and no disobedience and no diging during Hajj. And whatever
good you do — Allah knows it. And take provisionsbut indeed, the best provision is fear
of Allah. And fear Me, O you of understanding.” (2:197)

1. Allah has also given the believer the choice ofcdiog which of the three rites of Hajj he
wants to perform. Although the Prophet performed specific form, we are not obliged to
do exactly this particular one. We can choose therdwo forms as well. It would go back to
one’s condition and what is more convenient for.him

1. If one does something that would negatively afteist Hajj, he can make it up with small
offerings as mentioned by Allah. He, the Exaltedyss‘And complete the Hajj and
‘Umrah for Allah. But if you are prevented, then [offer] what can be obtained with ease
of sacrificial animals. And do not shave your headantil the sacrificial animal has
reached its place of slaughter. And whoever amongoy is ill or has an ailment of the
head [making shaving necessary must offer] a ransowf fasting [three days] or charity
or sacrifice. And when you are secure, then whoevererforms ‘Umrah [during the Hajj
months] followed by Hajj [offers] what can be obtaned with ease of sacrificial animals.
And whoever cannot find [or afford such an animal]- then a fast of three days during
Hajj and of seven when you have returned [home]. Tdse are ten complete [days]. This
is for those whose family is not in the area of dasjid al-Haram. And fear Allah and
know that Allah is severe in penalty.”(2:196)
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1.

If one fears that he will not be able to compldie pilgrimage of Hajj, he can place a
condition on his entry into the Hajj ritual. If thcondition is put upon him,he would be able
to break his Hajj ritual without any penalty.

Performing the Hajj is a cause for the forgivenessone’s sins. The Prophet r said:
“Whoever performs Hajj and does not commit fornicaton and does not sin will return
as the day he was borr.

Tolerance in Relation to Women in Islam:

Women in Islam have their unique status; they amoled and given many rights. The
Prophet r said: The most complete of all believers in terms of theimanners and faith
are the best of them to their wives.(Ibn Hibban)

He r also said:Be kind to your wives” (Muslim)

A woman is given a dowry when she gets married.r8ag ask for whatever she wants and it
is a duty upon the man to give it to her. Allahe tBxalted, saysAnd give the women
[upon marriage] their [bridal] gifts graciously. But if they give up willingly to you
anything of it, then take it in satisfaction and eae.” (4:4)

Even if a woman is divorced, she is given her dowiah, the Exalted, saysAnd if you
divorce them before you have touched them and youwakie already specified for them an
obligation, then [give] half of what you specified- unless they forego the right or the one
in whose hand is the marriage contract foregoes itAnd to forego it is nearer to
righteousness. And do not forget graciousness betare you. Indeed Allah, of whatever
you do, is Seeing.(2:237)

It is a duty upon the man to take care of all hife'\w financial needs. It is forbidden for him
to be harsh towards her. Allah, the Exalted, sdyst the women [who are undergoing a
waiting period] live in the same manner as you livgourselves, in accordance with your
means; and do not harass them in order to make thelives difficult.” (65:6)

It is the right of a woman to seek the custodyeaf ¢hild if she so wishes. Allah, the Exalted,
says: ‘And the [divorced] mothers should nurse their childen for two whole years, if
they wish to complete the period of nursing; and dung that period the father of the
child shall be responsible for the maintenance ohe mother in a reasonable manner. No
soul is charged with more than it can bear. No motr should be made to suffer on
account of her child, and no father should be mad® suffer on account of his child. The
same duties devolve upon the father’'s heir [in casef the death of the father]. But if,
after consultation, they choose by mutual agreementd wean the child, there shall be no
blame on them. Nor shall it be any offence for yoif you desire to engage a wet-nurse
for your children, provided you hand over what youhave agreed to pay, in a reasonable
manner. Have fear of Allah and know that Allah is dservant of all your
actions.” (2:233)

A woman is to be given her necessities so thatishaken care of. Allah, the Exalted,
says:‘Let the man of means spend in accordance with himeans; and let him whose
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resources are restricted, spend in accordance witlthat Allah has given him. Allahdoes
not burden any person with more than He has givenim. Allah will soon bring about
ease after hardship.”(65:7)

1. A woman is given her fair share of inheritance.afllthe Exalted, sayden shall have a
share in what parents and relatives leave behindna women shall have a share in what
parents and relatives leave behind, whether it batlle or much. This is ordained [by
Allah].” (4:7)

2. When a women is in her menstrual or post-natalbdeshe is not required to do certain acts
of worship; she is not required to perform prayeos is she required to fast. She is to make
up for fasts missed in the month of Ramadhan a#tets: According to the Prophetic
Tradition: “Mu’adha said: | asked ‘A’ishat: What ike reason that a menstruating woman
completes the fasts (that she abandons during bethiy course) but she does not complete
the prayers? She said: We passed through thiso(pefimenstruation), and we were ordered
to complete the fasts, but were not ordered to ¢et@phe prayers.”

Also, one is not required to perform the farewetclong around the Kabah during her
menstrual period. The Prophet r sai@lhé people were ordered to perform the Tawaf of
the Ka'ba as the lastly thing, before leaving (Meax), except the menstruating women
who were excused.(Bukhari)

1. Itis not compulsory upon a woman to fight in walishaht asked: “O Messenger of Allah,
are women obligated to fight in Jihad?” He rséies, they have a Jihad in which there is
no fighting, Hajj and Umrah.” (At-Targheeb wat-Tarheeb)

1. A woman is not obligated to spend of her own mooeyousehold matters, even if she has
her own source of income. This provision is theydiitthe husband.

Tolerance of Islam in Relation to Financial Matters

Finances are the lifeline of a community and mashmonly an area from which a lot of
contention between people arise. One of the aspétie tolerance of Islam in this respect is
as follows:

1. One is to be kind with his fellow brother when buyiand selling. The Prophet r saidllah
will have mercy on one who, when buying or sellings kind and generous.”(Baihaqi)

1. When one is unable to repay a loan, Allah instrustdo be understanding of the person’s
condition. He, the Exalted, say&nd if someone is in hardship, then [let there be]
postponement until [a time of] ease. But if you g [from your right as] charity, then it
is better for you, if you only knew.” (2:280) The Prophet r saftWhoever gives the one
upon whom a debt is due time to pay it off, he wodlreceive with each day that passes a
great reward.” (Ibn Majah)

1. Islam asks that a person be generous towards ofhibes Prophet r said:There was a
person from a previous nation who didn’t do any god except that he would send his
servants to reclaim loans given to people in the gonunity. When one of them was
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unable to repay he would tell them to go easy on #@hindividual.” Allah then forgave that
person on account of his generosity. (Muslim)

2. Islam encourages one to reconsider his purchabe ieller feels sorrowful for selling what
he has sold. The Prophet r saitlVffoever returns what he bought to a seller when he
feels sorrowful for selling what he sold, Allah wil cover from him his faults on the Day
of Resurrection.” (Ibn Hibban)

1. If a sale is being conducted, the transaction dmtelseacome binding until those involved in
the sale get up to leave the session in which tiyeng/selling was discussed. The Prophet r
said: “The buyer and seller have the right to revoke theade as long as they do not
separate from each other. If they both have spokethe truth, they would be blessed in
that sale, and if they have hidden faults there wlibe no blessing in the sal&(Bukhari)

1. A sign of the tolerance of Islam is its beautifystem of inheritance. Allah, the Exalted,
says:“Allah instructs you concerning your children: for the male, what is equal to the
share of two females. But if there are [only] daugters, two or more, for them is two
thirds of one’s estate. And if there is only oneof her is half. And for one’s parents, to
each one of them is a sixth of his estate if he iehildren. But if he had no children and
the parents [alone] inherit from him, then for his mother is one third. And if he had
brothers [or sisters], for his mother is a sixth, ier any bequest he [may have] made or
debt. Your parents or your children — you know notwhich of them are nearest to you in
benefit. [These shares are] an obligation [imposedpy Allah. Indeed, Allah is ever
Knowing and Wise.” (4:11)

1. A sign of the beauty of Islam is that one is toega gift to those who are present when
money is being divided. Allah, the Exalted, saysid when [other] relatives and orphans
and the needy are present at the [time of] divisignthen provide for them [something]
out of the estate and speak to them words of appropte kindness.” (4:8)

1. A person may bequeath a certain amount of his wedler his death. Aamir bin Sa’'d t said
that the Prophetr would visit me while | was siokMakkah. | told him, ‘O Messenger of
Allah, | want to bequeath my entire estate for ke of Allah. The Prophet said, “No.”
Aamir then said, “Then a half,”and the Prophet oagain said, “No.” He then said a third,
and the Prophetragreed, but add@dthird it is, but a third is still too much. It i s better
that you leave your heirs rich so that they would ot ask people to support
them.” (Bukhari)

Tolerance of Islam in Punishment:

Islam has legalized a number of castigations whidien upheld, guarantee thesafety and
security of a society. Lives would be saved, argividual honor would be protected. All
crimes, regardless of their degree, would decrdeastically or cease completely. Allah, the
Exalted, says:O you who have believed, prescribed for you is leg retribution for those
murdered.” (2:178)
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Allah also says‘But whoever overlooks from his brother anything, then there should be
a suitable follow-up and payment to him with good enduct.” (2:178)

Allah says about theft{As for] the thief, the male and the female, ampudte their hands
in recompense for what they committed as a deterrérfpunishment] from Allah. And
Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise.” (5:38)

Once a person’s hand is cut off, it would discoaragn and others to take the property of
others.

The punishment of one who fornicates is also maetioin the QurariThe [unmarried]
woman or [unmarried] man found guilty of sexual intercourse — lash each one of them
with a hundred lashes, and do not be taken by pitjor them in the religion of Allah, if
you should believe in Allah and the Last Day. Anddt a group of the believers witness
their punishment.” (24:2)

This would serve to protect family lineage, andvpre the breaking apart of families, and
having children left without both of their biologicparents.

If someone speaks ill of someone, accusing thermwfually of being promiscuous there is a
due punishment. Allah, the Exalted, sdysd those who accuse chaste women and then
do not produce four witnesses — lash them with eigy lashes and do not accept from
them testimony ever after. And those are the defidly disobedient.” (24:4)

The Shari’ah affirms a general rule/guideline réigag punishment. Allah, the Exalted,
says:*“And the retribution for an evil act is an evil one like it, but whoever pardons and
makes reconciliation — his reward is [due] from Alah. Indeed, He does not like
wrongdoers.” (42:40)

Allah also says'And if you punish [an enemy, O believers], punishwith an equivalent
of that with which you were harmed. But if you arepatient — it is better for those who
are patient.” (16:126)

These punishments have a few conditions:

1. The tolerance of Islam dictates that punishmentte®@ to individual rights are not to be
implemented unless the person who is harmed warits be implemented. Otherwise a
person who is affected can pull away from this &rdive the person. Allah, the Exalted,
says:*“And the retribution for an evil act is an evil one like it, but whoever pardons and
makes reconciliation — his reward is [due] from Alah. Indeed, He does not like
wrongdoers.” (42:40)

1. Whatever relates to God’s rights would be not pugdsas long as a person does not openly
announce that he is committing the sin. As wellfashas not reached the authorities, the sin
would not be punished. One would repent betweersdlinand God. The Prophet r sdidll
the sins of my followers will be forgiven except thse of theMujahirin (those who commit
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a sin openly or disclose their sins to the peopla)example of such disclosure is that a
person commits a sin at night and though Allah scens it from the public, then he

comes in the morning, and says, ‘O so-and-so, | diduch-and-such (evil) deed
yesterday,’ though he spent his night screened byshLord (none knowing about his sin)

and in the morning he removes Allah’s screen fromimself.” (Bukhari)

The implementations of these rules serve noble;erainely the protection of human rights
and the safety of society.

If a person knows that he will be killed if he Killor will have has hand cut off if he steals, it
is certain that he will be deterred from sinnindlaA says®And there is for you in legal
retribution [saving of] life, O you [people] of understanding, that you may become
righteous.” (2:179)

It may seem to some that the punishments in Isi@nvery severe. In reality, they are fitting
to each crime and would prevent corruption fromeading in society. Imprisonment, for
example, has not proven itself a worthy form of isbment. Rather than deterring one from
crime, at times it increases one’s willingnessdmmit crime.

Tolerance in Islam Towards Prisoners of War:

It isn’t unexpected to have people differ amongstriselves in matters of religion, economy
and personal interests. Allah saysnd if God had not enabled people to defend
themselves against one another, corruption would sely overwhelm the earth: but God

is limitless in His bounty unto all the worlds.” (2:251)

Wars in Islam are fought in an honorable way. Allsys*And be not like those

[unbelievers] who went forth from their homelands till of self-conceit and a desire to be
seen and praised by men for they were trying to tur others away from the path of God
-the while God encompassed all their doings [with 14 might].” (8:47)

Wars are waged in Islam to protect the rights efdppressed. Allah say#®nd what is [the
matter] with you that you fight not in the cause ofAllah and [for] the oppressed among
men, women, and children who say, “Our Lord, take 8 out of this city of oppressive
people and appoint for us from Yourself a protectorand appoint for us from Yourself a
helper?™ (4:75)

Tolerance in Islam Regarding Warfare:

1. Islam is not a religion of terrorism, transgressionppression. We are forbidden by God to
be oppressive. Allah say$ight in the way of Allah those who fight you but do not
transgress. Indeed. Allah does not like transgressa” (2:190)
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1. Allah orders us to revert to peaceful talks whea #memy requests that option. Allah
says:*And if they incline to peace, then incline to it plso] and rely upon Allah. Indeed,
it is He who is the Hearing, the Knowing.”(8:61)

1. We are forbidden to fight those who do not fight Ged, the Exalted, say$¥xcept for
those who take refuge with a people between yourseks and whom is a treaty or those
who come to you, their hearts strained at [the prqsect of] fighting you or fighting their
own people. And if Allah had willed, He could havegiven them power over you, and
they would have fought you. So if they remove theratves from you and do not fight you
and offer you peace, then Allah has not made for ypa cause [for fighting] against
them.” (4:90)

1. There are many conditions that go hand-in-hand witirfare, to prevent any inhumane
action. No person that has not taken part in thdana is to be killed. As for the elderly,
children, women, sickly, those who have dedicakbeik tlives to worship, and those who did
not play a role in the warfare are to be left uniedt and spared. These are the commands of
the Prophet r. The Prophet r upon the conquestakkish, instructed that those who entered
their homes or the home of Abu Sufyan,or tossedeastieir weapons would be guaranteed
safety.

Abu Bakrt said to the heads of his troops: “Do betome treacherous, do not imprison the
innocent, do not mutilate, do not kill any childrefo not kill any elderly or women, do not
destroy date-palms, do not cut down trees that ftvedy do not kill sheep, cows or camels,
except if you intend to eat it.”

1. Human rights are protected in times of war. Itngawful in Islam for one to torture prisoners
of war. They must be treated well. Allah saysnd they give food in spite of love for it to
the needy, the orphan, and the captive. [Saying]We feed you only for the countenance
of Allah. We wish not from you reward or gratitude.” (76:8-9)

Muslims were quick to uphold these commands. Abiz Am Umair, the brother of Mus’ab
bin Umair said: “I was among the captives during battle of Badr, and the Messenger of
Allah r said:“Treat the prisoners well.” When it was lunch or dinner time, they would give
the prisoners bread and good food, while they tledras would simply eat dates. (Mu’jam
as-Sagheer)

1. It is also reflective of Islam’s tolerance thatgomers of warare to be freed without ransom.
Allah saysBut thereafter [set them free,] either by an act & grace or against ransom,
so that the burden of war may be lifted: thus [shdlit be]. And [know that] had God so
willed, He could indeed punish them [Himself]; but[He wills you to struggle] so as to
test you [all] by means of one another. And as fathose who are slain in God’'s cause,
never will He let their deeds go to waste(47:4)

1. Muslim governments are instructed to treat its Marslim subjects in the best manner. The
Prophet r instructed his companions, when they weiigypt,“when you conquer Egypt,
be kind to the Coptic Christians.” (Dhahabi)

If we are to look at the letter that was drafteddygar to the people of Jerusalem when it was
conquered by the Muslims, we will find thathe sédidgive the people of Jerusalem my
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word that their churches and crosses will be protded and not harmed. None of them
shall be forced into Islam.”

Umar could have put any condition he desiredupenpiople of Jerusalem, but instead of
oppressing them, he acted in a way that was repases of the teachings of tolerance in
Islam, and was kind and considerate of their blasioan rights.

The Tolerance of Islam in Relation to Forgivenessfdins:

The children of Adam often commit sin throughoueithlives. The Prophet r saitAll
children of Adam commit sins, and the best of theisners are those who repent.”

Satan has promised to mislead the children of Addah says in the Qurariflblis (Satan)]
said: “See this one whom You have honored above mé,You keep me alive to the Day
of Resurrection, | will surely seize and mislead Isi offspring (by sending them astray) all
but a few!” (Allah) said: “Go, and whosoever of then follows you, surely! Hell will be
the recompense of you (all) — an ample recompensél7:62-3)

1. Allah will forgive one’s sins no matter how manyngs one commits it. The Prophet r
said:“By the one in whose hands is my life, if you weraot to sin, Allah would have
replaced you with a people who sin, and seek forgimess and Allah would forgive
them.” (Muslim)

1. Allah has opened the gate of forgiveness for theslivhs. He says:But whoever repents
after his wrongdoing and reforms, indeed, Allah wil turn to him in forgiveness. Indeed,
Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.” (5:39)

The Prophet r saidindeed Allah puts out His hand to forgive those wio commit sins, so
that He will forgive them, this is the case as lon@s the sun does not rise from the
West.”

Allah says:The repentance accepted by Allah is only for thosevho do wrong in
ignorance [or carelessness] and then repent soontexf It is those to whom Allah will
turn in forgiveness, and Allah is ever Knowing andWise. But repentance is not
[accepted] of those who [continue to] do evil deedg until, when death comes to one of
them, he says, “Indeed, | have repented now,” or othose who die while they are
disbelievers. For them We have prepared a painfulymishment.” (4:17-18)

1. When one repents to God, there is no intermediatywden him and God. The Prophet r
said:“A person’s Toba will be accepted as long as the dth rattle is not heard from
him.” In another hadeeth, it statég/hoever repents before the sun rises from the west
Allah will forgive him.” Allah says*And whoever does a wrong or wrongs himself but
then seeks forgiveness of Allah will find Allah Fogiving and Merciful. And whoever
commits a sin only earns it against himself. And Ahh is ever Knowing and
Wise.” (4:110-111)

1. Those who repent sincerely for their sins wouldts@is transformed into good deeds by the
will of Allah. Allah, the Exalted, saySExcept for those who repent, believe, and do
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righteous work. For them Allah will replace their evil deeds with good. And ever is
Allah Forgiving and Merciful.” (25:70)

Allah addresses us to repent, He, the Exalted,: &gy, “O My slaves who have
transgressed against themselves [by sinning], do indespair of the mercy of Allah.
Indeed, Allah forgives all sins. Indeed, it is He Wwo is the Forgiving, the
Merciful.”” (39:53)

1. Allah rewards a person on account of good intentiba person intends to do a good deed,
and does not do it, he will receive one reward fidlitah on account of his good intention.

The Prophet r saidAllah says, “If My slave intends to do a bad deedhiien (O Angels) do
not write it unless he does it; if he does it, themrite it as it is, but if he refrains from
doing it for My Sake, then write it as a good deedin his account). (On the other hand)
if he intends to go a good deed, but does not dg then write a good deed (in his
account), and if he does it, then write it for him(in his account) as ten good deeds up to
seven-hundred times.” (Muslim)

1. When one sins, their sins will not be a barriemiaein them and the mercy of God. In the
Prophetic Tradition, it statesThere will remain one man who will be facing the (ill)
Fire and he will say, ‘O God! The heat of Hell hadburnt me; please turn my face away
from the Fire.” He will keep on invoking Allah till Allah says, ‘Perhaps, if | give you
what you want, you will ask for another thing?’ Theman will say, ‘No, by Your Power,
| will not ask You for anything else!

Then Allah will turn his face away from the Fire. The man will say after that, ‘O Lord,
bring me near the gate of Jannah (Heavenly Garderi)Allah will say (to him), ‘Didn’t
you promise not to ask for anything else? Woe to yp O son of Adam! How treacherous
you are!” The man will keep on invoking Allah till Allah will say, ‘But if | give you that,
will you ask for anything else?’ The man will say,;No, by Your Power. | will not ask for
anything else.” He will give Allah his covenant angrromise not to ask for anything else
after that. So Allah will bring him near to the gate of Jannah, and when he sees what is
in it, he will remain silent as long as Allah wills and then he will say, ‘O Allah! Let me
enter Jannah.” Allah will say, ‘Didn’t you promise that you would not ask Me for
anything other than that? Woe to you, O son of AdamHow treacherous you are!” On
that, the man will say, ‘O Allah! Do not make me tle most wretched of Your creation!
and will keep on invoking Allah till Allah will smile and when Allah will smile, He
would then allow him to enter into Jannah, and wherhe will enter, he will be addressed,
‘Wish for what you want!” He will wish till all his wishes will be fulfilled, then Allah will
say, You will be given equal to it with it.” Abu Huraira t added: That man will be the last
of the people of Jannah to enter (Jannah).” (Bukhar

Allah, the Exalted, saySAnd if Allah were to impose blame on the people fowhat they
have earned, He would not leave upon the earth argreature. But He defers them for a
specified term. And when their time comes, then ineed Allah has ever been, of His
servants, Seeing.(35:45)

The Tolerance of Islam in Relation to Sins:
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1. When one does a good deed, such as prayers, thegaeeive the reward of Allah and they
will also be forgiven of their sins. The Prophetaid:“The five prayers and the Jumuah
(i.e. Friday) prayers to Jumuah prayers are means a purify one from their
sins.” (Haithami)

1. The Prophet r saidUmrah to Hajj will purify one from sins and protect one from
poverty.” ()

1. Allah, the Exalted, sayslf you avoid the major sins which you are forbidden, We will
remove from you your lesser sins and admit you to anoble entrance [into
Jannah].” (4:31)

1. The Prophet r saidWhen two Muslims meet each other and shake their &nds, their
sins will fall like leaves that fall off of a tree”.

1. When a person is hit with sadness or a sicknese thwuld work to purify one from their
sins. The Prophet r saithlothing harms a believer except that it would effae his sins.”

1. Purification is also a means to rid one from sifise Prophet r saidShall | not guide you
to something that will purify you from your sins and increase your good deeds? They
said, ‘Yes O Messenger of Allah!” He said: “Perfecyour wudhu even when difficult and
wait for prayer to prayer (this will efface sin). No one shall exit from his home and then
pray with the Imam and then wait for the next prayea except that the angels will say:
“O Allah forgive him.”

1. Smaller deeds have great rewards and would effacasswell. Abu Hurairah t saidThe
poor amongst the emigrants came to the Messenger Aflahr and said: The possessors
of great wealth have obtained the highest ranks andthe lasting bliss.”The
Prophetr said: How is that? They said: They pray as we prayand they observe fast as
we observe fast, and they give charity but we do hgive charity, and they set slaves free
but we do not set slaves free. Upon this the Mesggr of Allah r said: “Shall | not teach
you something by which you will catch up with thosevho have preceded you, and get
ahead of those who come after you? Only those who @s you do will excel beyond you?
They said: Yes, Messenger of Allah! He (the Prophegt said: Praise Allah
(say Subhanallah, Alhamdulilah, Allah Akbar) 33 times each after every prayéf|.

Abu Salih said: “The poor amongst the emigrants rairned to the Messenger of
Allahr saying: Our brethren, the possessors of properthave heard about what we have
done and they did the same. So the Messenger of &llr said: This is Allah’s Grace
which He gives to whom He wishes.(Bukhari)

1. The Prophet rmentioned that doing many good deellsalso efface sin. The Prophet r
said:“Fear Allah wherever you are, and follow up a gooddeed with another good deed
and treat people well.”

1. A person came to the Prophet rafter having comaitesin, and said: “O Messenger of
Allah, purify me from my sin! The Prophet r saidhion: “Have you performed wudhu?” He
said, “Yes.” He then asked, “Did you pray with u$P8 said, “Yes.” He then said: “Go, for
indeed, Allah has forgiven you.”
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Tolerance of Islam and the Continuity of Good Deeds

1. Allah rewards a believer for deeds he guides othersiphold and do. The Prophet r
said:“Whoever calls others to guidance, he would receivéhe reward of those who
follow it and those who follow will not have a lesseward. Whoever calls others to evil,
they will all be punished and the punishment wouldnot be lessened upon any of
them.” (Muslim)

2. When a person spreads beneficial knowledge in dmenaunity, there would be a great
reward from Allah for this deed. The Prophet r s&flhen a person dies, his deeds would
cease to continue except from three sources: a contous charity, beneficial knowledge
and a pious son who makes dua for him.(Muslim)

Tolerance of Islam and One’s Desires:

1. When one relieves their desires in the proper wasgugh wedlock, they would receive
reward for this. The Prophet r saf@rdering with the good is a greatly rewarding deed
and forbidding evil is a rewarding deed, and when gu approach your wife, desiring
her, you will receive a reward. The Companions saidO Messenger of Allah would one
of us approach his wife and receive a reward?’ Th@rophetrsaid,'Do you not see if he
relieves his desire in an unlawful manner, that hewill be punished? Likewise if he
relieves this desire in a lawful manner, he will beewarded.” (Muslim)

1. One of the beautiful things about Islam is thatnmaly average, day-to-day activities
transform into acts of worship if done in accordata, and in remembrance of Allah and His
Commands. Eating, drinking, and exercising, whenedwith the intention of preparing
oneself to do that which is ordained by God, wob&l greatly rewarded. The Prophet r
said:“When one gives out to maintain his family he wouldeceive a reward.”(Bukhari)

The Prophet r said’Every Muslim has to give in charity.” The people asked, “O
Prophet of Allah! If someone has nothing to give, tat will he do?” He said, “He should
work with his hands and benefit himself and also gee in charity (from what he earns)
The people further asked, “If he cannot find evenhat?” He replied, “He should help
the needy who appeal for help.” Then the people ask, “If he cannot do that?” He
replied, “Then he should perform good deeds and k@eaway from evil deeds and this
will be regarded as charitable deeds.”(Bukhari)

Tolerance of Islam in Training:

The method that is used in training and educatimgie a method full of ease and tolerance.
The Prophet r saidl have not been sent to make things difficult uponmyUmmah,
rather | have been sent as an educator and to makhkings easy.”
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1. A sign of the tolerance of Islam is that the Prapgheas very kind when people asked him
for anything. Even if it was the most unexpectedreffuests. A young man came to the
Prophet rand asked hit© Prophet of Allah, allow me to fornicate.” The Prophet r said:
“Do you wish this for your mother?” He said,”Of ase not!™Likewise, people will not
want this for their own mothers.” He said to hinRd*' you wish it for your daughter?” He
said, “Of course not!” He said, “The same goesotiver people’s daughters. They would not
want this!” He said, “Do you wish it for your sis$®” He said, “Of course not!” He said,
“Likewise, people would not this for their sistérsle asked him, “Would you like this for
your aunt?” He said,“Of course not!” He said,“Likie®, people would not like this for their
aunts.” The Prophet r then placed his honorablel leemthe young man’s chest and prayed
for him, saying“O Allah forgive him his sin and purify his heart and make him
chaste.” (Haithami)

1. Anas b. Malik reported: While we were in the Mosouigh Allah’s Messenger r a desert
Arab came and stood up and began to urinate inMbsque. The Companions of the
Messenger r said: “Stop, stop!"The Messenger oéll said: “Don’t interrupt him; leave
him alone.” They left him alone, and when he fieghurinating, Allah’s Messenger r called
him and said (something along the lines of): Thessques are not places meant for urine
and filth, but are only for the remembrance of Allarayer, and the recitation of the Qur’an.
He (the narrator) said that he (the Prophetr) thave orders to one of the people who
brought a bucket of water and poured it over.” (Bauk)

Conclusion:

As you read through this book, you will see thedewut traits of tolerance and ease in all the
teachings of Islam. The Prophet r saidp“not belittle any aspect of goodness, even if you
are to smile in the face of your brother (Muslim)

The Prophet r saidThe most beloved of people to Allah are those wheoan benefit
people most. The most beloved of deeds to Allah 18 bring happiness to another
Muslim, or to help him in a dire situation, or to help him pay off his debt or to suffice
him with food. To help out someone in need is morbeloved to me than to seclude
myself in my Mosque in Madinah for the sake of wonsip. Whoever is able to control
their anger, Allah will safeguard their honor, whoever is able to control his emotions
when he can inflict damage upon the one who is imant of him, Allah will fill his heart
with hope on the Day of Resurrection.”(Haithami)

After all that is said, | genuinely hope that youlwot hold the actions of a few ignorant
Muslims against Islam. | hope this book will helpuyto find the truth.

[1]This symbol means ‘may God exalt the mention ofRhephet and render him safe from
all evil.’
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[2]Qiblah is the direction a Muslim performs prayers t
[3]An Imam is one who leads a congregation in prayers.

[4]Zakah is the obligatory charity a Muslim gives. fidhare conditions for its obligation,
namely that one have the minimum amount savedrif@néire year.

[5] This term simply denotes a struggle put forthdmplete this act of worship.

[6]Subhanallah: Far removed is Allah from every im@etibn. Alhamdulilah: All praise is
due to Allah, Allah Akbar: Allah is the Greatest.



