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The Quran Speaks

INTRODUCTION

In the Name of ALLAH,
The Most Merciful, The Most Compassionate

The Quran is believed by all Muslims to be the last and final revelation of
Allah after the revelation of the Torah to Moses and the Gospel to Jesus, peace

be upon them all.

Muslims believe the Quran to be a complete record of the exact words
revealed through angel Gabriel (Jibril) from God to Muhammad gradually over
a period of approximately 23 years beginning on 22 December 609 CE, when
Muhammad was 40, and concluding in 632 CE, the year of his death.

The Qur'an was memorized by Prophet Muhammad and his followers, dictated
to his companions, and written down by scribes, who cross-checked it during
the Prophet's lifetime. Not one word of the original Arabic text of its 114
chapters has been changed over the centuries. The Qur'an is in every detail the
same unique and miraculous text that was revealed to Muhammad over fourteen

centuries ago.

The Qur'an is the principle source of every Muslim's faith and practice. It
deals with all subjects that concern us as human beings, including wisdom,
doctrine, worship and law; however its basic theme is the relationship between
God and His creatures. At the same time, the Qur'an provides guidelines for a

just society, proper human conduct and equitable economic principles.
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The Quran uses cosmological signs in various verses to encourage thinking.
The Quran leads the reader to conclude that since the universe was created, it
needs an originator. The design of the universe is frequently referred to as a
point of contemplation:  “It is He who has created seven heavens in harmony.
You cannot see any fault in God's creation; then look again: Can you see any
flaw?” (67:3)

Muslims regard the Quran as the main miracle of Muhammad, the main proof
of his prophethood and the culmination of a series of divine messages that
started with the messages revealed to Adam, regarded in Islam as the first
prophet, and continued with the Scrolls of Abraham , the Torah or of Moses, the

Zabur (Book of Psalms) of David, and the Gospel of Jesus.

The Quran includes all the legislations which reform society and guarantees
happiness for all in its implementation. It was revealed to all of mankind so that
they would live a life of peace and happiness, and to take them out of darkness

and bring them into the light.

In this book, we have tried to introduce a few verses of the Quran as examples
of different disciplines, although each verse may address several disciplines at a
time. We tried to choose the simplest English translation for each verse, and we
tried to avoid comments by translators leaving the reader to deal directly with
the text. Although many other examples could have been added, we omitted
them for the sake of brevity. Similarly, although a number of the selected verses
addressed more than one subject and thus could have been included in more
than one chapter, we avoided repeating the selected verses. In our opinion, we
believe that nothing is comparable to reading the whole Quran in its original
Arabic language, but a few examples may still create a real difference in a
person’'s life.
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful Say: He is
Allah, the One! Allah, the eternally Besought of all! He begot
not, nor was He begotten. And there is none comparable to Him.

(112:1-4)
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And your god is one God. There is no deity [worthy of worship]
except Him, the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful.
(2:163)
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i He is Allah, than Whom there is no other God, the Knower
of the Invisible and the Visible, the Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful. He is Allah, than Whom there is no other God, the
Sovereign Lord, the Holy One, the Source of Peace and
Perfection, the Keeper of Faith, the Guardian, the Majestic, the
Compeller, the Superb. Glorified be Allah above the partners
they attribute to Him. He is Allah, the Creator, the Evolver, the
Fashioner. To Him belong the Most Beautiful Names. All that
is in the heavens and the earth glorify Him. And He is the All-
Mighty, the All-Wise. (59: 22-24)
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Allah - there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the
Sustainer of [all] existence. Neither drowsiness overtakes Him
nor sleep. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and
whatever is on the earth. Who is it that can intercede with Him
except by His permission? He knows what is [presently]
before them and what will be after them, and they encompass
not a thing of His knowledge except for what He wills. His
Kursi extends over the heavens and the earth, and their
preservation tires Him not. And He is the Most High, the Most
Great. (2: 255)
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Say: “O Lord of the Kingdom, You give kingdom to whom
You will, and take kingdom away from whom You will; and
You bestow honor on whom You will, and bring disgrace to
whom You will. In your hand lies the betterment. You are
surely powerful over everything. You make the night to enter
into the day, and make the day to enter into the night; and You
bring the living out from the dead, and bring the dead out from

the living, and You give to whom You will without limit.”
(3:26-27)
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And when My bondsmen ask you regarding Me, then verily |
am near; | answer the call of the caller when he calls Me, So let
them obey Me and believe in Me, so that they may be on the right

. path. (2: 186)
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Indeed We have created man, and We know whatever thoughts
his inner self develops, and We are closer to him than his jugular

~vein. (50: 16)
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1 Allah has not taken a son to Himself, nor is there any god along
with Him; for then each god would have taken away what he
created, and each one of them would surely rise up against the

. other. Glorified be God above what they ascribe. (23:91)
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Surely, it is Allah with whom rests the knowledge of the Hour;
and He sends down the rain, and He knows what is in the
wombs. No one knows what he will earn tomorrow, and no one
knows in which land he will die. Surely, Allah is All Knowing,

- All Aware. (31:34)
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And verily We created the heavens and the earth and all that is

between them in six days, and no weariness even touched Us.
(50:38)

(VE:0) e T

-
-

| Say, “O people of the Book, come to a word common between
us and you, that we worship none but Allah, that we associate
nothing with Him and that some of us do not take others as gods
instead of Allah.” Then, should they turn back, say, “Bear

. witness that we are Muslims.”. (3:64)
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And recite before them the narrative of Ibrahim, when
he said to his father and to his people, “What do you
worship?” They said, “We worship idols, and stay devoted
to them.” He said, “Do they listen to you when you call or
do they bring benefit to you or harm?”” They said, “No, but
we have found our fathers doing like this.” He said, “Have
you then ever considered what you have been
worshipping, you and your ancient fathers, they all are an
enemy to me, except the Lord of the worlds, who created
me, and who guides me, and Who feeds me and gives me
drink, and when | become sick, He heals me, and who will
make me die, then will give me life, and who, | hope, will
forgive my fault on the Day of Retribution. O my Lord,
give me wisdom, and make me join the righteous, and
destine for me a truthful description among the next
generations, and make me among those who will inherit
the Garden of Bliss, and forgive my father. Indeed he was
one of those who went astray, and do not put me to
disgrace on the Day when all will be raised to life, the Day
when neither wealth nor sons will be of any use, except to
him who will come to Allah with a sound heart,.

(26:69-89)
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God forgives not that anything should be associated with Him.

But He forgives other than that to whomever He wills. Whoever
associates anything with God, then he has indeed invented a

- tremendous sin. (4:48)
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Surely, Allah does not forgive that a partner is ascribed to Him,
and forgives anything short of that for whomsoever He wills.
Whoever ascribes a partner to Allah has indeed gone far astray.

(4:116)
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It is not possible for a man that Allah gives him the Book, the
wisdom and the prophethood, then he starts saying to the people
“Become my worshippers, aside from Allah” rather, but Be
faithful servants of the God by virtue of your constant teaching
of the Scripture and of your constant study. And he commanded
you not that you should take the angels and the prophets as
gods. Would he command you to disbelieve after you had

. surrendered to Allah? . (3:79-80)
44
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Know that Allah is severe in chastising and that Allah is
- Forgiving, Merciful. (5:98)

1 5 www.islam-port.com


http://altafsir.com/Quran.asp?SoraNo=3&Ayah=79&NewPage=0&img=D

The Quran Speaks

THE PURPOSE OF LIFE
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" 1did not create the Jinns and the human beings except for the
purpose that they should worship Me. | do not want any
sustenance from them, nor do | want them to feed Me. In fact,
Allah is the All-Sustainer, Possessor of power, the Strong.

(51: 56-58)
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[ Did you think that We created you aimlessly, and that you will
not be brought back to Us?” So, High above all is Allah, the
King, the Truth. There is no god but He, the Lord of the Noble
Throne. And whoever invokes another god with Allah, while he
has no proof for it, his reckoning is only with his Lord. Surely,
the infidels will not achieve success. And say: “My Lord, grant

pardon and have mercy, for you are the best of all the merciful.”

(23: 115-118)
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Blessed be He in whose Hand is the Kingdom, He is powerful
over all things, who created death and life that He might
examine which of you is best in deeds, and He is the Almighty,
the Forgiving. (67:1-2)
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PROPHETS
44
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And We sent not before you any messenger except that We
revealed to him that, "There is no deity except Me, so worship

- Me." (21:25)

(\ VT;S)E_.\J\)
1 Say: We believe in Allah and that which is revealed unto us
and that which was revealed to Abraham, and Ishmael, and Isaac,
and Jacob, and the tribes, and that which Moses and Jesus
received, and that which the prophets received from their Lord.

We make no distinction between any of them, and unto Him we
. have surrendered. (2:136)
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We have revealed to you as We revealed to Noah, and the
prophets after him, and We revealed to Abraham and Ishmael
and Isaac, and Jacob, and the Tribes, and Jesus and Job and
Jonah and Aaron, and Solomon, and We gave to David the
Inscribed Book. And messengers We have told you of before,
and messengers We have not told you of; and God spoke
directly to Moses. [We sent] messengers bearing good tidings
and warning so that people might have no argument against
God after the messengers. God is ever Mighty, Wise. But God
bears witness with what He has revealed to you; He has
revealed it through His knowledge; and the angels also bear
witness; and God suffices as a Witness. (4: 163-166)
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,"‘ O people of the Book, be not excessive in your Faith, and do
not say about Allah anything but the truth. The Messiah, the
son of Maryam, is only a Messenger of Allah, and His Word
that He had delivered to Maryam, and a spirit from Him. So,
believe in Allah and His Messengers. Do not say “Three”. Stop
it. That is good for you. Allah is the only One God. He is far
too pure to have a son. To Him belongs what is in the heavens

and what is in the earth. And Allah is enough to trust in.

(4:171)
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' And they say: “Allah has got a son.”; Glory be to Him! Nay, to
Him belongs all that is in the heavens and the earth. All stand
obedient to Him. Originator of the heavens and the earth. And
when He decrees a matter, He but says to it 'Be' and it comes to
be. (2:116-117)
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Surely, the case of The Messiah, in the sight of Allah, is like
the case of Adam. He created him from dust, then He said to him,
“Be”, and he came to be. The truth is from your Lord. So, do not
be of those who doubt. (3:59-60)
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And mention when the angels said, "O Mary, indeed Allah gives
you good tidings of a word from Him, whose name will be the
Messiah, Jesus, the son of Mary - distinguished in this world and

~ the Hereafter and among those brought near [to Allah]. (3:45)
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We sent ‘Isa son of Maryam after those prophets, confirming
the Torah that was revealed before him, and We gave him the
Injil having guidance and light therein, and confirming the Torah

that was revealed before it; a guidance and a lesson for the God-
fearing. (5:46)
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" The Messiah shall never spurn to be a slave of Allah, nor shall
the angels who are stationed near to Him. And whoever spurns to

worship Him, and shows arrogance,-then, He shall gather all of
. them before Himself. (4:172)

(VY sl

i They surely disbelieve who say: 'Indeed Allah is the Messiah,
son of Mary' while the Messiah had said, “O children of Israel,
worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord. In fact, whoever
ascribes any partner to Allah, Allah has prohibited for him the
Paradise, and his shelter is the Fire, and there will be no
supporters for the unjust”. (5:72)
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Surely, disbelievers are those who say, “Allah is the third of
the three” while there is no god but One God. If they do not
desist from what they say, a painful punishment shall certainly
befall such disbelievers. Why then do they not turn to Allah in
repentance and seek His forgiveness, while Allah is most
forgiving, very merciful? The Messiah, son of Maryam, is no
more than a Messenger. There have been messengers before
him. His mother was very truthful. Both of them used to eat
food. Look how We explain signs to them, then see how far

they are turned away. (5: 73-75)
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: They say, ' Allah has taken to Him a son'. Glory be to Him! He
is Self-Sufficient. To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and
all that is in the earth. You have no proof for it. Do you say about

. Allah what you do not know? (10:68)
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And when God says, 'O Jesus, son of Mary, did you say to
mankind, "Take me and my mother as gods, besides God?" '
He says, 'Glory be to You! It is not mine to say what | have no
right to. If I indeed had said it, You would have known it. You
know what is in my self, but I do not know what is within
Your Self: You are the Knower of things unseen. | only said to
them that which You commanded me, “Worship God, my
Lord and your Lord”. And I was a witness over them, whilst I
was amongst them; but when You took me [to You], You were
Yourself the Watcher over them, and You Yourself are
Witness over all things. (5: 116-117)

44
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And they say, “The All-Merciful (Allah) has got a son.”
Indeed you have come up with such an abominable statement
that the heavens are well-nigh to explode at it, and the earth to
burst apart, and the mountains to fall down crumbling, for they
have ascribed a son to the All-Merciful (Allah), while it does
not behove the All-Merciful to have a son. There is none in
the heavens and the earth, but bound to come to the All-
Merciful as a salve. He has fully encompassed them and
precisely calculated their numbers, and each one of them is
bound to come to Him on the Day of Judgment, all alone.
Surely, those who believe and do righteous deeds, for them the
All-Merciful (Allah) will create love. (19:88- 96)
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And when the angels said: “O Maryam, Allah has chosen
you and purified you and chosen you over the women of all
the worlds. O Maryam, stand in devotion to your Lord and
prostrate yourself and bow down in Rukii‘ with those who
bow.” This is a part of the news of the unseen We reveal to
you (O Prophet!). You were not with them when they were
casting their pens to decide who, from among them, should
be the guardian of Maryam, nor were you with them when
they were quarrelling. (Remember the time) when the
angels said: “O Maryam, Allah gives you the good news of
a Word from Him whose name is MasiH ‘Isa , the son of
Maryam (the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary) a man of status
in this world and in the Hereafter, and one of those who are
near to Allah. He shall speak to people while he is still in
the cradle, and also later, when he is of mature age; and he
shall be one of the righteous.” She said: “O my Lord, how
shall I have a son while no human has ever touched me?”
Said He: “That is how Allah creates what He wills. When

He decides a matter, He simply says to it ‘Be’, and it

comes to be. (3:42- 47)

44
44
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And mention in the Book Maryam, when she secluded herself from her
" people to a place towards East, then she used a barrier to hide herself from
them. Then, We sent to her Our Spirit, (Jibra’1l) and he took before her the
form of a perfect human being. She said, “I seek refuge with the All-Merciful
(Allah) against you, if you are God-fearing.” He said, “I am but a message-
bearer of your Lord (sent) to give you a boy, purified.” She said, “How shall
| have a boy while no human has ever touched me, nor have | ever been
unchaste?” He said, “So it is; your Lord said, ‘It is easy for Me, and (We will
do this) so that We make it a sign for people and a mercy from Us, and this is
a matter already destined.”” So she conceived him, and went in seclusion
with him to a remote place. Then the labour pains brought her to the trunk of
a palm-tree. She said “O that I would have died before this, and would have
been something gone, forgotten.” Then he called her from beneath her: “Do
not grieve; your Lord has placed a stream beneath you. Shake the trunk of
the palm-tree towards yourself and, it will drop upon you ripe fresh dates. So
eat, drink and cool your eyes. Then if you see any human being, say (to him),
“I have vowed a fast (of silence) for the All-Merciful (Allah,) and therefore, |
shall never speak to any human today.” Then she came to her people
carrying him (the baby). They said, “O Maryam you have committed
something grave indeed. O sister of Hartin, neither your father was a man of
evil nor was your mother unchaste.” So, she pointed towards him (the baby).
They said, “How shall we speak to someone who is still a child in the
cradle?” Spoke he (the baby), “Verily I am the servant of Allah. He has
given me the Book, and made me a prophet, and He has made me a blessed
one wherever I be, and has enjoined Salah and Zakah upon me as long as I
am alive, and (He has made me) good to my mother, and he did not make me
oppressive (or) ill-fated. And peace is upon me the day | was born, the day |
shall die, and the day I shall be raised alive again.” That is ‘Isa, the son of
Maryam, to say the truth in which they (Christians) are disputing. It is not for
Allah to have a son. Pure is He. When He decides a thing, He simply says to

it, “Be” and it comes to be. (19:16-35)
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Allah showed great kindness to the believers when He sent a
messenger to them from among themselves to recite His signs to
them, purify them, and teach them the Book and Wisdom, even

~ though before that they were clearly misguided. (3: 164)

(YY) 30

There has certainly been for you in the Messenger of Allah an
excellent pattern for anyone whose hope is in Allah and the Last
~ Day and [who] remembers Allah often. (33:21)
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" And We have not sent you, [O Muhammad], except as a mercy
to the worlds. Say, "It is only revealed to me that your god is but
one God; so will you be Muslims [in submission to Him]?" But

if they turn away, then say, "I have announced to [all of] you

equally. (21:107- 108)
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0 people, the Messenger has come to you with the truth from
your Lord. So, believe. That is good for you. If you disbelieve,
then, to Allah belongs what is in the heavens and the earth. Allah

is All-Knowina. All-Wise. (4:170)
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{" O prophet, We have sent you as a witness and as a bearer of
good news and a warner, and as the one who calls towards
Allah with His permission, and as a luminous lamp. So give
good news to the believers that they are going to receive a huge
bounty from Allah; and do not obey the infidels and the
hypocrites, and just ignore any hurt from them, and place your

trust in Allah. Allah is sufficient to take care of all matters.

(33: 45-48)
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He is the One who has sent down His Messenger with guidance
and the Faith of Truth, so that He makes it prevail over every
~ faith, no matter how the Polytheists may hate it. (9:33)

44

So, (O Prophet) it is through mercy from Allah that you are
gentle to them. Had you been harsh and fierce of heart, they
would have dispersed from around you. So, pardon them, and
seek Forgiveness for them. Consult them in the matter and,
once you have taken a decision, place your trust in Allah.

Surely, Allah loves those who place their trust in Him. (3:159)

44
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"‘ Say (O Prophet): “If you really love Allah, then follow me, and
Allah shall love you and forgive your sins. Allah is Most-
Forgiving, Very-Merciful.” Say: “Obey Allah and the
Messenger.” Then, should they turn back, Allah does not love

the disbelievers.” (3:31-32)
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Muhammad is the messenger of Allah, and those who are
with him are hard on the disbelievers, compassionate among
themselves; You see them bowing, prostrating [in worship],
seeking grace and good pleasure from Allah. Their
distinguishing feature is on their faces from the effect of
prostration. This is their description in the Torah; and their
description in the Gospel is: like a sown crop that brings forth
its shoot, then makes it strong, then it grows thick and stands
straight on its stem, looking good to the farmers, so that He
may enrage the disbelievers through them. Allah has
promised forgiveness and a huge reward to those of them who
believe and do aood deeds. (48: 29)
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This is the Book about which there is no doubt, a guidance for

~ those conscious of Allah. (2:2)
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Will they not then ponder on the Qur'an? If it had been from
other than Allah they would have found therein many a

. contradiction. (4:82)
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O people of the Book (Jewish and Christians), there has come
to you Our Messenger disclosing to you much of what you
have been concealing of the Book, while He overlooks much.
There has come to you, from Allah, a Light and a clear Book;
with it Allah guides those who follow His pleasure to the
pathways of peace, and brings them out, by His will, from the
depths of darkness into the light, and guides them to a straight
path. (5: 15-16)

44

(Y £l e YY)

—— And when the Qur'an is recited, give ear to it and pay heed, that

~ you may obtain mercy. (7:204) om
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Had We sent down this Qur'an upon a mountain you would
indeed have seen it humbling itself and breaking asunder out of
fear of Allah. We propound such parables to people that they

may reflect. (59:21)
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THE DAY OF JUDGMENT
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| And fear a day wherein you shall be returned to God, and every
soul shall be paid in full what it has earned; and they shall not be

~wronged. (2:281)
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On the Day of Judgment, We shall set up scales of justice, so
that not a soul will be dealt with unjustly in the least. And if there
be the weight of even a mustard seed, We will bring it to

. account”. (21:47)
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1'/ Say: 'Whether you hide what is in your hearts, or disclose it,
God knows it and knows what is in the heavens and what is in
the earth; and God is Able to do all things. The day every soul
shall find what it has done of good present before it, and what it
has done of evil, it will wish that between it and that there were

a great distance. God warns you of His Self, and God is Kind to

His servants. (3:29-30)
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And they say, “There is no life but our worldly life. We die and
live, and nothing destroys us except time.” They have no

knowledge about that; the do nothing but make conjectures.

(45:24)
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Nay, but they say the like of what the ancients said. They
said, 'What, when we are dead and have become dust and bones,
shall we then be raised? Already We and our fathers have been
promised this before: these are nothing but the fables of the
ancients'. Say: 'to Whom belongs the earth and whosoever is
therein, if you know?' They will say, 'To God'. Say: 'Will you
not then remember?' Say: ‘Who is the Lord of the seven heavens
and the Lord of the Great Throne?' They will say, '‘God'. Say:
'‘Will you not then be God-fearing?' Say: 'In whose hand is the
dominion of all things and who protects, while from Him there
IS no protection, if you know?' They will say, 'God'. Say:
"How then are you deceived and turn away from the truth?" .
Nay, but We have brought them the truth, and they are indeed
liars. (23: 81-90)
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O mankind, fear your Lord. Indeed the quake of the destined
Hour is something terrible. The day you will see it, every
suckling female will forget that which she suckles, and every
female having pregnancy shall abort her fetus, and you will see

people as if they are drunk, while they are not drunk, but Allah’s

. torment is so severe. (22: 1-2)
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“When the sky bursts apart, when the planets are dispersed,
when the seas spill forth, when graves are overturned —
then each soul will know what it sent forth and what it left
behind. O man! What has deceived you about your generous
Lord Who created you, shaped you, and made you well-
proportioned, and set you in whatever form He pleased? No
indeed; (the fact is that) you deny the Reckoning, declaring
it a lie; you do so the while there are watchers over
you; noble scribes, who know what you do. Surely the
virtuous shall be in Bliss,) and the wicked shall be in the
Blazing Fire. They shall enter it on the Day of
Recompense and then shall never come out of it. What do
you know what the Day of Recompense is? Again, what do
you know what the Day of Recompense is? It is the Day
when no one shall have the power to do anything for
another, and all command shall be Allah's.

(82:1-19)
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Surely Allah shall not wrong so much as the weight of an atom;
and if it be a good deed, He will double it and give from Himself

~ agreat wage. (4:40)
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Surely, Allah does not wrong people at all, but the people do

wrong their own selves. (10:44)
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{“‘ We have tied up every human’s fortune to his neck, and on
the Day of Resurrection, We will bring forth a book for him
that he will find wide open, “Read your book. Enough are you
today to take your own account.” Whoever adopts the right
path does so for his own benefit, and whoever goes astray does
so to his own detriment, and no bearer of burden shall bear the
burden of another, and it is not Our way to punish unless We
send a Messenger. (17:13-15)
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Allah does not obligate anyone beyond his capacity. For him
1s what he has earned, and on him what he has incurred. “Our
Lord, do not hold us accountable, if we forget or make a
mistake, and, Our Lord, do not place on us such a burden as
You have placed on those before us, and, Our Lord, do not
make us bear a burden for which we have no strength. And
pardon us, and grant us forgiveness, and have mercy on us.
You are our Lord. So then help us against the disbelieving
people.” (2:286)
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ALLAH’S MERCY
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Say: O my bondmen who have committed extravagance
against themselves despair not of the mercy of Allah; verily
Allah will forgive the sins altogether. Verily He is the
Forgiving, the Merciful. Turn passionately towards your Lord,
and submit to Him before the punishment comes to you, after
which you will not be helped. And follow the best of what has
been sent down to you from your Lord before the punishment
comes to you suddenly when you do not even expect,.

(39:53-55)

5 O www.islam-port.com


http://altafsir.com/Quran.asp?SoraNo=39&Ayah=55&NewPage=0&img=D

The Quran Speaks

t4+4

-

SN i e G A
zo L s v
OLG L AL S5 e e

(Y'L;r;\.uﬂ\)
Allah would explain to you and guide you by the examples of
those who were before you, and would turn to you in mercy.

. Allah is Knower, Wise. (4:26)
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| Surely God shall not wrong so much as the weight of an atom;
and if it be a good deed, He will double it and give from Himself

~agreat wage. (4:40)
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Whoever does evil, or wrongs himself, and then prays for God's

- forgiveness, he shall find God is Forgiving, Merciful. (4:110)
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And those who committed evils, and repented thereafter and
believed —verily your Lord is thereafter Forgiving, Merciful.
(7:153)
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' O mankind! There has come to you an exhortation from your Lord,
a balm for that which is in the hearts, a guidance and a mercy for
believers. Say: In the bounty of Allah and in His mercy: therein let

. them rejoice. It is better than what they hoard.  (10: 57-58)
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And He is the One who accepts repentance from His servants

and forgives evil deeds and knows whatever you do. (42: 25)
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To Allah belongs what is in the heavens and what is in the
earth. If you disclose what is in your hearts or conceal it, Allah
shall hold you accountable for it, then He will forgive whom
He wills and punish whom He wills. Allah is powerful over
everything. The Messenger has believed in what has been
revealed to him from his Lord, and the believers as well. All
have believed in Allah and His angels and His Books and His
Messengers. “We make no division between any of His
Messengers,” and they have said: “We have listened, and
obeyed. Our Lord, (we seek) Your pardon! And to You is the
return (2:284-285)
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’ Truly, the religion in the sight of Allah is Islam. Those who have
been given the Book did not differ until after the knowledge had
come to them, due to envy against each other. Whoever denies

. the verses of Allah, then, Allah is swift at reckoning. (3:19)
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0 you who believe, do believe in Allah and His Messenger and
in the Book He has revealed to His Messenger and in the Books
He has revealed earlier. Whoever disbelieves in Allah and His

angels and His Books and His Messengers and the Last Day has

indeed gone far astray. (4:136)
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Truly this Quran guides to that which is straightest and gives
tidings to the believers who perform righteous deeds that there is
a great reward for them. And that those who do not believe in the
Hereafter, We have prepared for them a painful chastisement.

(17:9-10)
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But they who believe and do righteous deeds - those are the

companions of Paradise; they will abide therein eternally. (2:82)

(YVY:5 )

Those who believe and perform righteous deeds, and establish
the prayer, and pay the alms - their wage awaits them with their

Lord, and no fear shall befall them, neither shall they grieve.

(2:277)
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{“‘ This Book has no doubt in it - a guidance for the God-fearing,
who believe in the Unseen, and are steadfast in prayer, and
spend out of what We have provided them; and who believe in
what has been revealed to you and what has been revealed
before you; and they have faith in the Hereafter. Those are upon
guidance from their Lord; those are the ones who are

' successful. (2: 2-5)
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And worship Allah, and associate nothing with Him. Be kind to
parents, and near kindred, and to orphans, and to the needy, and to
the neighbour who is near, and to the neighbour who is a stranger,
and to the friend at your side, and to the wayfarer, and to what
your right hands own. Surely God loves not the conceited, and the
boastful. (4:36)
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Take forgiveness, enjoin virtue, and turn away from the ignorant.
(7:199)

Help each other in righteousness and piety, and do not help each
other in sin and aggression. Fear Allah. Surely, Allah is severe at
~ punishment. (5:2)
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f Say, “My Lord has prohibited only indecencies, whether open
or secret, and (every) sinful act, and unjust aggression , and that
you associate with Allah anything for which He has not sent any
authority, and that you attribute to Allah anything about which

' you do not have sure knowledge. (7:33)
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Righteousness is not that you turn your faces to the East and to
the West, but righteousness is that one who believes in Allah and
the Last Day and the angels and the Book and the prophets, and
who gives of his substance, however cherished to kinsmen and
orphans and the needy and the traveler and beggars, and for
slaves, and who observes prayer and pays the alms, and those
who fulfill their covenant when they have engaged in a covenant,
those who endure with fortitude misfortune, hardship, and peril.
Those are the ones who are truthful, and these are the ones who
are the God - fearina. (2:177)
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( Humbleness )

(FA-YY:e) )

Do not walk on the earth in haughty style. Indeed you will not
rend the earth, nor attain the mountains in height. All of that —

~ the evil of it is hateful in the sight of your Lord. (17:37-38)
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(Lugman went on saying to his son,) O my dear son, in fact, if
there be anything to the measure of a grain of mustard-seed,
and though it be in a rock or in the heavens, or in the earth,
Allah shall bring it forth. Verily Allah is Subtle, Aware. O My
son! Establish prayer and command that which is reputable and
forbid iniquity, and observe patience on what befalls you;
verily that is of the firmness of affairs. And turn not away your
cheek from men nor walk on the earth stultingly, verily Allah

loveth not any vainglorious boaster. (31: 16-18)
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( Giving charity )
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Those who expend their riches (in the cause of Allah) by night
and by day, in secret and openly, theirs shall be their hire with

their Lord; no fear shall come on them, nor shall they grieve.

(2: 274)
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And give the relative his due, and the needy and the wayfarer.

And do not squander recklessly. (17:26)
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There is no good in much of their secret conversations, except
for he who enjoins to voluntary almsgiving, or kindness, or
setting things right between people. And whoever does that,
desiring God's good pleasure, We shall surely give him a great
. wage. (4:114)
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Have you seen the one who denies the Recompense? For that
is the one who drives away the orphan and does not encourage
the feeding of the poor. So woe to the worshippers. Who are

neglectful of heir prayers. Those who make show of their deeds
and withhold simple assistance. (107: 1-7)
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( Justice )
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Surely, Allah commands you to deliver trusts to those entitled
to them, and that, when you judge between people, judge with
justice. Surely, excellent is the exhortation Allah gives you.

. Surely, Allah is All-Hearing, All-Seeing. (4:58)

t4+4

(ho:25)

|

"And O my people! Give full measure and weight in justice and
reduce not the things that are due to the people, and do not
. commit mischief in the land. causina corruption.  (11:85)
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e you who believe, be upholders of justice - witnesses for
Allah, even though against the interest of your selves or the
parents, and the kinsmen. One may be rich or poor, Allah is
better caretaker of both. So do not follow desires, lest you should
swerve. If you twist or avoid the evidence, then, Allah is all-

aware of what you do. (4:135)
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O you who believe, be steadfast for obeying the commands of
Allah, and witnesses for justice. Let not hatred of a people cause
you not to be just; be just, that is nearer to God-fearing. And fear

. Allah; surely Allah is aware of what you do. (5:8)
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And if you were to harm in retaliation, harm them to the
measure you were harmed. And if you opt for patience, it is
definitely much better for those who are patient. And be patient.
Your patience is bestowed by none but Allah, and do not grieve
over them, and do not be in distress for what they devise. Surely,
Allah is with those who fear Him and those who are good in
their deeds. (16:126-128)
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"0 you who believe, if a sinful person brings you a report, verify
its correctness, lest you should harm a people out of ignorance,
~and then become remorseful on what you did. (49:6)
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] Do not go near the property of an orphan, except in a manner
that is good, until he comes to his maturity. And fulfil the
covenant. Surely, the covenant shall be asked about. And give
full measure when you measure, and weigh with a straight
balance. That is fair, and better at the end. And do not follow a
thing about which you have no knowledge. Surely, the ear, the
eye and the heart - each one of them shall be interrogated
about. (17:34-36)
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( Not speaking ill of others)
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“‘ O you who believe, abstain from many of the suspicions.
Indeed some suspicions are sins. And do not spy, nor backbite
one another. Would any of you love to eat the flesh of his
brother dead? You would abhor it. And fear God; assuredly
God is Relenting, Merciful. (49:12)
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God does not like the utterance of evil words out loud, unless a

- person has been wronged. God is ever Hearer, Knower. (4:148)
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i O you who believe, no men should ever scoff at other men.
May be that the latter are better than the former. Nor should
women ever scoff at other women. May be, the latter women
are better than the former ones. And do not find fault with one
another, nor call one another with bad nicknames. Bad is the
name of sinfulness after embracing Faith. If anyone does not

repent, then such people are the wrongdoers. (49: 11)
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And the servants of the Compassionate are those who walk
|“ upon the earth modestly, and who, when the ignorant address
them, say peace; and who spend the night before their Lord,
prostrating and standing in worship, and who say, '‘Our Lord,
avert us from the chastisement of Hell. Truly its chastisement is
abiding. It is truly a wretched abode and residence!" And who,
when they expend, are neither prodigal nor parsimonious; but
between such lies moderation; and those who do not call on
another god along with God, nor slay the soul which God has
forbidden, except with due cause, and who do not commit
fornication - for whoever does that shall meet with retribution;
doubled will be the chastisement for him on the Day of
Resurrection and he will abide therein abased; except for him
who repents, and believes, and acts righteously, for such, God
will replace their evil deeds with good deeds, for God is ever
Forgiving, Merciful. And whoever repents and acts righteously,
indeed turns to God with due repentance; and those who do not
give false testimony, and, when they come across senseless
talk, they pass by with dignity; and those who, when they are
reminded of the revelations of their Lord, do not fall on them
deaf and blind; and those who say, '‘Our Lord! Grant us in our
spouses and our offspring a joyful sight, and make us paragons
for the God-fearing'. Those, they will be rewarded with the
sublime abode, forasmuch as they were steadfast, and they will
be met therein with a greeting and peace; abiding therein.
Excellent is it as an abode and station. Say, ‘My Lord would not
be concerned with you were it not for your supplications. But
you have denied, and so that will remain binding'. (25: 63-77)
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Indeed, the Muslim men and Muslim women, the believing
men and believing women, the obedient men and obedient
women, the truthful men and truthful women, the patient men
and patient women, the humble men and humble women, the
charitable men and charitable women, the fasting men and
fasting women, the men who guard their private parts and the
women who do so, and the men who remember Allah often and
the women who do so - for them Allah has prepared

forgiveness and a great reward. (33:35)
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Say, "Shall I inform you of something better than that? For
those who fear Allah will be gardens in the presence of their
Lord beneath which rivers flow, wherein they abide eternally,
and purified spouses and approval from Allah. And Allah is
Seeing of His servants. Those who say, "Our Lord, indeed we
have believed, so forgive us our sins and protect us from the
punishment of the Fire,”. The patient, the true, the obedient,
those who spend in the way of Allah, and those who seek

forgiveness before dawn. (3: 15-17)
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1'/ Your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him, and
do good to parents. If any one of them or both of them reach old
age, do not say to them even the least gracious word and do not
scold them, and address them with respectful words, and submit
yourself before them in humility out of compassion, and say,
“My Lord, be merciful to them as they have brought me up in
my childhood.” (17: 23-24)
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And We have enjoined upon man to do good to his parents.
His mother carried him with difficulty and delivered him with
difficulty. And his carrying and his weaning is in thirty
months, until when he attains his maturity and reaches forty
years, he says, “My Lord, grant me that | offer gratitude for the
favour You have bestowed upon me and upon my parents, and
that | do righteous deeds that You like. And make
righteousness, for me, my offspring. Of course, | repent to you,

and truly I am one of those who submit to You.” (46:15)
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It is He who created you from one soul and created from it its

- mate that he might dwell in comfort with her... (7: 189)
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And it is among His signs that He has created for you wives
from among yourselves, so that you may find tranquility in them,
and He has created love and kindness between you. Surely in this

. there are signs for a people who reflect. (30:21)
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And the believers, men and women, are protecting friends
one of another; they enjoin the right and forbid the wrong, and
they establish worship and they pay the poor-due, and they
obey Allah and His messenger. As for these, Allah will have
mercy on them. Verily Allah is Mighty, Wise. Surely, Allah is
Powerful, Wise. Allah has promised to the believers, male and
female, gardens beneath which rivers flow, where they shall
live forever, and good homes in gardens of eternity. And
Allah’s pleasure is above all. That is the supreme success.

(9:71-72)
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Lo! men who surrender unto Allah, and women who
surrender, and men who believe and women who believe, and
men who obey and women who obey, and men who speak the
truth and women who speak the truth, and men who persevere
in righteousness and women who persevere, and men who are
humble and women who are humble, and men who give alms
and women who give alms, and men who fast and women who
fast, and men who guard their modesty and women who guard,
and men who remember Allah much and women who
remember - Allah hath prepared for them forgiveness and a vast
reward. (33: 35)
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SCIENTIFIC MIRACLES
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One miraculous aspect to the Holy Qur'an is the fact that some of its verses

point to scientific discoveries and facts only recently discovered. Since the
Qur'an was revealed more than 1400 years ago and many of these facts have
only been recently discovered in the last century or centuries, it is obvious these

facts could not have been known at the time.

Before listing these verses, the following points need to be mentioned:

1- They were revealed in a unique manner that history did not carry any
objections to them at the time of revelations or even hundred years later on. ?

hd

Not only does the Qur'an mention scientific facts that were not known at the
time, it does not include any of the numerous scientific misconceptions that
were prevalent at the time. This proves the divine nature of the Quran.

w
1

Interestingly, these verses played no part in propagating Islam at the time of
revelation and the many following centuries.

N
i

The Qur'an itself prophecies that there will be signs that will point its
authenticity and truthfulness: (\We will show them Our signs in the universe
and within their own beings until it will become manifest to them that it is
the truth. Is it not enough about your Lord that He is witness to
everything?) (41:53), and say: (Praise be to God. He will show you His
signs and you will recognise them. And your Lord is not oblivious of what
they do). (27:93)

Please note that the purpose here is simply to mention the verses. There are many other
respectable books and websites which offer a detailed explanation between the
correlation between the verses and the scientific facts. You may refer to the following
websites :

http://www.eajaz.org/eajaz/index.php?lang=en

http://www.quran-m.com/firas/en1/

http://kaheel7.com/eng/

Furthermore, the associated figures are meant only to simplify the matters and not intended to
be used for precise explanation of the scientific facts.
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" About what are they asking each other? About the Great Event
in which they dispute! Indeed they will soon know. Again, indeed
they will soon know. Did We not make the earth a floor, and the

. mountains as pegs. (78:1-7)

Formerly, it was thought that mountains
were merely protrusions rising above
the surface of the Earth. However,
scientists realised that this was not
actually the case, and that those parts

known as the mountain root extended

down as far as 10-15 times their own height. With these features, mountains
play a similar role to a nail or peg firmly holding down a tent. For example, Mount
Everest, the summit of which stands approximately 9 km above the surface of the

Earth, has a root deeper than 125 km.

Furthermore, a book titled Earth, by Dr. Frank Press, former president of the U.S.
National Academy of Sciences, which is still used as a text book in a great many
universities, states that mountains are like stakes, and are buried deep under the
surface of the Earth.*

* Frank Press, and Raymond Siever, Earth, 3rd ed. (San Francisco: W. H. Freeman &
Company: 1982).
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Have not those who disbelieve known that the heavens and
the earth were joined together as one united piece, then We
parted them? And We have made from water every living thing.
Will they not then believe? And We have placed on the earth
firm mountains, lest it should shake with them, and We placed
therein broad highways for them to pass through, that they may
be guided. And We have made the heaven a roof, safe and well
guarded. Yet they turn away from its signs. And He it is Who
has created the night and the day, and the sun and the moon,
each in an orbit floating. (21: 30- 33)
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We can note at least sex points related to Quranic miracles in these verses:

1- the heavens and the earth were joined together as one united piece, then

We parted them:
The word "ratq" translated as "sewn to" means "mixed in each, blended" in

the Arabic vernacular. It is used to refer to two different substances that make
up a whole. The phrase "we unstitched" is the verb "fataga" in Arabic and
implies that something comes into being by tearing apart or destroying the
structure of things that are sewn to one another. The sprouting of a seed from
the soil is one of the actions to which this verb is applied. Let us take a look at
the verse again. In the verse, sky and earth are at first subject to the status of
"ratg." They are separated (fataga) with one coming out of the other.
Intriguingly, when we think about the first moments of the Big Bang, we see
that the entire matter of the universe collected at one single point. In other
words, everything-including "the heavens and earth” which were not created
yet-were in an interwoven and inseparable condition. Then, this point exploded
violently, causing its matter to disunite.

2- We have made from water every living thing:
One may think it is an (Observation), but stating this as a fact, and stating that

this is applied to (every living thing) 1400 years ago, is a miraculous.
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3- We have placed on the earth firm mountains, lest it should shake with
them:
The modern theory of plate tectonics holds that mountains work as

stabilizers for the earth. This knowledge about the role of mountains as
stabilizers for the earth has just begun to be understood in the framework of

plate tectonics since the late 1960’s.

4- We have made the heaven a roof, safe and well guarded:
The magnetosphere layer, formed by the magnetic field of the Earth, serves

as a shield protecting the Earth from celestial bodies, harmful cosmic rays and
particles. In the above picture, this magnetosphere layer, which is also named
Van Allen Belts, is seen. These belts at thousands of kilometres above the
Earth protect the living things on the Earth from the fatal energy that would
otherwise reach it from space. All these scientific findings prove that the world
Is protected in a very particular way. The important thing is that this protection
was made known in the Qur'an in the verse "We made the sky a preserved and
protected roof" fourteen centuries ago.

5- Each in an orbit floating:
Millions of galaxies are moving around a center and the real number of these

galaxies is unknown. Scientists in all fields of science say that Everything in
this universe is moving at the same direction from left to right (Anti clock
wise) such as electrons around nucleus, planets around sun, stars around
galaxy.

8 5 www.islam-port.com



The Quran Speaks

3 f%' P

et NG

RN SRS FEC R PESI e
(V1-Vo:iaidl 5l

J
I

So, | swear by the setting places of the stars, and indeed it is a

~ great oath, if you only knew. (56:75-76)

Note: In Islam, a Muslim is recommended not to swear, but if he has to, then, he must
swear by Allah. It is not permissible for a human being to swear by anything but God.
However, in the Quran, Allah Swears by whomever and whatever He wills, as everything is
His creation. His oaths indicate that the thing sworn by has a great position.

In Holy Quran, God (Allah) swear by the locations of the stars. The human on this earth
never see the stars, but felt sites passed by the stars and then departed. Moreover, these sites
are all relative, and not absolute as the Light like any form of matter and energy can float in
the sky only in curved lines while the human eye cannot see except in straight lines, therefore
the beholder to the star of the above-ground sees the integrity of the last point leaned wudoo
it, sees the location and placebo for the star is the location that has emerged from its light.
Due to the curvature of the light at the page the sky, the stars appear to us in positions of
virtual is their real. Moreover, the modern astronomical studies have proved that old stars
has faded or disappeared since long times, and the light that grew out of them in a number of
locations through which still shines in the darkness of the sky every night of the earth to the
present day, Hence, the Quranic this section locations of the stars, not the stars themselves.
Number of astronomers estimated stars in the perceived part of heaven to be over seventy
billion trillion stars.
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“ He let forth the two seas to meet together, while there is a

barrier between them; they do not encroach upon one another.

So, which of the bounties of your Lord will you deny? From
both of them come forth the pearl and the coral. So, which of the

' bounties of your Lord will you deny? (55:19-23)

Oceanographers discovered that there were certain differences between water samples
taken from various seas in 1284 AH/1873 AD, by the British Marine Scientific
Expedition of the Challenger VVoyage. It was discovered that masses of sea water vary
in their composition, in respect of salinity, water temperature, density and types of
marine organisms. The data were obtained from 362 oceanographic stations. The
report of the expedition filled 29,500 pages in 50 volumes and took 23 years to
complete. One of the great achievements of scientific exploration, the expedition also

showed how little man knew about the sea.
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After 1933 AD another American expedition set out in the Mexican Gulf and installed
hundreds of sea stations to study the characteristics of seas. It found out that a large
number of stations in a certain area gave similar information about the characteristics
of the water in that area, whether in respect of salinity, density, temperature, marine
organisms or solubility of oxygen in water, while another group of stations in another
area gave a different set of data about that area. So, oceanographers concluded that
there were two distinctive seas with different characteristics, and not just limited
samples as the Expedition of Challenger showed.
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And We sent forth winds carrying the clouds, then sent down
water from the sky and gave it to you to drink, and you are not
~ able to store it. (15:22)
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In our day and age, we all know about the water cycle in nature to a greater or
lesser extent. However, if we consider the various ancient concepts on this
subject, it becomes clear that the data in the Quran does not embody the
mythical concepts prevalent at the time of Revelation, that had developed more

according to philosophical speculation than observed phenomena.

Two specialists on this subject, G. Gastany and B. Blavoux, in their entry in the
Encyclopaedia Universals under the heading ‘Hydrogeology’, give an edifying
history of this problem.

“In the 7" century CE, Thales of Miletus held the theory whereby the waters of
the oceans, under the effect of winds, were thrust towards the interior of the
continents; so the water fell upon the earth and penetrated into the soil. Plato
shared these views and thought that the return of the waters to the oceans was
via a great abyss, the ‘Tartarus’. Until the 18" century CE, this theory had many
supporters, one of whom was Descartes. Aristotle imagined that the water
vapour from the soil condensed in cool mountain caverns and formed
underground lakes that fed springs. He was followed by Seneca (1% century CE)

and many others, until 1877 CE, among them O. Volger ...”

The first clear formulation of the water cycle must be attributed to Bernard
Palissy in 1580 CE. He claimed that underground water came from rainwater
infiltrating into the soil. This theory was confirmed by E. Mariotte and P.
Perrault in the 17" century CE.

In the verses from the Quran, there is no trace of the mistaken ideas that were
current at the time of Prophet Muhammad(peace be upon him).
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" Or their deeds are like layers of darkness in a vast deep sea
overwhelmed by a wave, above which there is another wave,
above which there are clouds - layers of darkness, one above the
other. When one puts forth his hand, he can hardly see it; and the

one to whom Allah does not give light can have no light at all.
\ (24:40)

Wind

Internal
WEVES

| ovnuns| TR

Internal
waves

Tldal currents

1- Darkness in vast deep sea: Recently, The darkness in deep seas and
oceans is found around a depth of 200 meters and below. At this depth,
there is almost no light. Below a depth of 1000 meters there is no light at

all.(1)
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Human beings are not able to dive more than 40 meters down without the
aid of special equipment. They cannot survive unaided in the deep, dark
parts of the oceans, such as at a depth of 200 meters. For these reasons,
scientists have only recently been able to discover these detailed pieces of
information about seas. However, the statement of "darkness in a deep

sea" was used in The Quran more than 1,400 years ago.

a wave, above which there is another wave: Scientists have recently

discovered that there are internal waves, which "occur on density
interfaces between layers of different densities.” These internal waves
cover the deep waters of seas and oceans because deep water has a higher
density than the water above it. Internal waves act like surface waves.
They can break, just like surface waves. Internal waves cannot be seen by
the human eye, but they can be detected by studying temperature or

salinity changes at a given location.(2)

The statements in the Qur'an run absolutely parallel to the above
explanation. Without research, one can only see the waves on the surface
of the sea. It is impossible for one to know about the internal waves
beneath the sea. Yet, in the Quran, God draws our attention to another
type of wave that occurs in the depths of the oceans. Certainly, this fact,
which scientists has discovered very recently, shows once again that the

Qur'an is the word of God.

Elder, Danny; and John Pernetta, 1991, Oceans, London, Mitchell Beazley Publishers,
p. 27

Gross, M. Grant; 1993, Oceanography, a View of Earth, 6. edition, Englewood Cliffs,
Prentice-Hall Inc., p. 205
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We have created man from an extract of clay. Then We made
him a sperm-drop in a firm resting place. Then We turned the
sperm-drop into a Leach-like structure, then We turned the
Leach-like structure into a fetus-lump, then We turned the
fetus-lump into bones, then We clothed the bones with flesh;
thereafter We developed it into another creature. So, glorious is
Allah, the Best of the creators. Then, after all this, you are to
die. Then you are to be raised again on the Day of Judgment.

(23:12-16)
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1- We have created man from an extract of clay : Below is a diagram showing the

distribution of the elements in a 70-kilo human being.

Element Symbol | Main Function % Weight
Macro-minerals Gram

Respiration of

cells/tissues, a

component of water

Organic  structure

Component of
Oxygen @) water/tissue 65.0 | 43,000

Component of
Carbon C protein/tissue 18.5 | 12,000
Hydrogen H Bones and teeth | 9.5 6,300
Nitrogen N Bones and teeth | 3.3 2,000
Calcium Ca Intracellular 1.5 1,100
Phosphorus P electrolyte 1.0 750
Potassium K Amino acids (hair | 0.35 | 225
Sulfur S and skin) | 0.25 | 150
Chlorine Cl An electrolyte | 0.15 | 100
Sodium Na when in the form of | 0.15 | 90
Magnesium Mg chloride 0.05 | 35
Silicon Si Intracellular 0.05 | 30

electrolyte

Electrolyte of

metabolism

Connective

tissue/bone
rhr?ﬁ](:errc;als % Miligram
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Carrier of
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Selenium Se Enzvme 0.01 15
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antioxidant, 13
Molybdenum | Mo immunity . subport 0.01 3
Chromium Cr Nty bP 0.01
Metallic enzymes
Enzyme  cofactor
Glucose-tolerant
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2- Then We made him a sperm-drop in a firm resting place:

The original Arabic word for a sperm-drop is (nutfah). The drop or nutfah
has been interpreted as the sperm or spermatozoon, but a more meaningful
interpretation would be the zygote which divides to form a blastocyst which is
implanted in the uterus ("a place of rest"). This interpretation is supported by
another verse in the Qur'an which states that "a human being is created from a
mixed drop." The zygote forms by the union of a mixture of the sperm and the

ovum ("The mixed drop").

Moreover, the description of uterus to be (a firm resting place) is a wonderful
description according to Modern anatomical, Histological and physiological
facts. Strong pelvic bones, some of the strongest ligament of the body
(mackenrodt ligament), the unique histological layers of the uterus are included

in the description of (a firm resting place).

3- "Then We made the drop into a leech-like structure" :

The original Arabic word *"alagah™ refers to a leech or bloodsucker. This is an

appropriate description of the human embryo from days 7-24 when it clings to
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the endometrium of the uterus, in the same way that a leech clings to the skin.
Just as the leech derives blood from the host, the human embryo derives blood
from the decidua or pregnant endometrium. The related figure is remarkable
how much the embryo of 23-24 days resembles a leech. As there were no
microscopes or lenses available in the 7th century, doctors would not have
known that the human embryo had this leech-like appearance. In the early part
of the fourth week, the embryo is just visible to the unaided eye because it is
smaller than a kernel of wheat.

4- Then We turned the Leach-like structure into a fetus-lump:

The original Arabic word ""mudghah™ means "chewed substance or chewed
lump.” Toward the end of the fourth week, the human embryo looks somewhat
like a chewed lump of flesh. The chewed appearance results from the somites
which resemble teeth marks. The somites represent the beginnings or primordia

of the vertebrae.

5- Then We turned the fetus-lump into bones:

This continuation of verse 23:14 indicates that out of the chewed lump stage:

In somite stage in the embryo, the sclerotome of the somite is the first part to
differentiate and circle the notochord and the neural tube to form the early
stages of vertebral column, whether the vertebral bodies or intervertebral discs..
Moreover, the mesenchyme in limb bud will form the bones and cartilages of

limbs.

6- Then We clothed the bones with flesh:

This literally indicates that bones are formed first then they are covered with

bone.
This is a very hot scientific points as ancient philosophers as HIPPOCRATES,
ARISTOTLE and GALEN, who were pioneers in indicating the occurance
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of developmental intrauterine stages, all indicated a stage of (flesh), before a
stage of (bone). Later, simultaneous, formation of both muscle and bone was
considered. Very recent, and with sophisticated techniques, it was finally stated
that the bone is formed first then it is covered by migrating flesh. One of the

earliest statement in this issue was published in 1965:

"Although it has been customary to describe a common osseomuscular
condensation in the mesoderm of the limb, more recent studies on
"cytochemical predifferentiation” predifferenciation cytochimige, Milaire,
1959, i.e., the histochemical detection and localization of certain substances
prior to morphological differentiation) have indicated that, whereas the skeletal
plastema appear (in the mouse) in the depth of the limb, the perichondrium, the
muscles, and the tendons arise by centripetal migration from the superficial

mesenchyme" (Milaire, 1965).

7- Thereafter We developed it into another creature :

This next part of implies that the bones and muscles result in the formation of
another creature. This may refer to the human-like embryo that forms by the
end of the eighth week. At this stage it has distinctive human characteristics
and possesses the primordia of all the internal and external organs and parts.
After the eighth week, the human embryo is called a fetus. This may be the

new creature to which the verse refers.

The interpretation of the verses in the Qur'an referring to human development
would not have been possible in the 7th century A.D., or even a hundred years
ago. We can interpret them now because the science of modern Embryology
affords us new understanding. Undoubtedly there are other verses in the Qur'an
related to human development that will be understood in the future as our

knowledge increases.
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( Your Lord revealed to the honeybee: “Make homes in the
mountains, in the trees and in the structures they raise. Then, eat
from all the fruits, and go along the pathways of your Lord
made easy for you.” From their bellies comes out a drink of

various colors in which there is cure for people. Surely, in that

' there is a sign for a people who ponder. (16: 68-69)

t4+4
t 4+
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Make — Eat — Go:

1-

In the honey bee colonies where each of the many bees is assigned a specific
task, the only exception is the male honey bee. The males do not contribute to the
defence of the hive or its cleaning, to gathering food, or making of the
honeycomb and honey. The only function of the male bees in the hive is to
inseminate the queen bee. Apart from reproductive organs, the males possess
almost none of the features possessed by the other bees and it is therefore
impossible for them to do anything but fertilise the queen.

The worker bees carry the entire load of the colony. Although they are females
like the queen, their ovaries have no maturity. This renders them sterile. They
have several duties: cleaning the hive, maintaining the larvae and the young,
feeding the queen bee and the males, producing honey, constructing the
honeycomb and repairing it, ventilating the hive and safeguarding it, gathering
supplies like nectar, pollen, water and resin, and storing these in the hive.

In Arabic, there are two different usages of verbs. By means of the usage, it is
possible to determine whether the subject is a female or a male. As a matter of
fact, the verbs (italic words) used for the honey bee in the verses are used in the
format of the verb for females. Through this, the Qur'an indicates that the honey
bees that work in the making of the honey are females.

It is impossible for this fact to have been known about the honey bees in the time
of the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon him). Yet, Allah has
pointed at this fact and shown us yet another miracle of the Qur'an.
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THE 6 PILLARS OF FAITH

44

1) Belief in Allah:

The word Allah means God in Arabic. It refers to the one and only true God who
created the whole universe. As an Arabic word, Allah is used by Arabic speakers,

Muslim or not.

As for Muslims' understanding of God, Muslims believe in One, Unique,
Incomparable God, Who has no son nor partner. He is the true God, and every
other deity is false. He has the most magnificent names and sublime perfect
attributes. No one shares His divinity, nor His attributes. In the Quran, God
describes Himself: “Say, “He is God, the One. God, to whom the creatures turn
for their needs. He begets not, nor was He begotten, and there is none like Him.”

(Quran, 112:1-4)

No one has the right to be invoked, supplicated, prayed to, or shown any act of
worship, but God alone...not a saint, idol, statue, 'son', prophet, priest or righteous

man, or any other being. Nothing should be worshipped but God, Himself.

God alone is the Almighty, the Creator, the Sovereign, and the Sustainer of
everything in the whole universe. He manages all affairs. He stands in need of
none of His creatures, and all His creatures depend on Him for all that they need.
He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing, and the All-Knowing. In a perfect manner,
His knowledge encompasses all things, the open and the secret, and the public and
the private. He knows what has happened, what will happen, and how it will
happen. No affair occurs in the whole world except by His will. Whatever He
wills is, and whatever He does not will is not and will never be. His will is above

the will of all the creatures. He has power over all things, and He is able to do
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everything. He is the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, and the Most Beneficent.
In one of the sayings of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), we are told that God is
more merciful to His creatures than a mother to her child.X God is far removed
from injustice and tyranny. He is All-Wise in all of His actions and decrees. If
someone wants something from God, he or she can ask God directly without

asking anyone else to intercede with God for him or her.

God is not Jesus, and Jesus is not God. Even Jesus himself rejected this. God has
said in the Quran: " Indeed, they have disbelieved who have said, “God is the
Messiah (Jesus), son of Mary.” The Messiah said, “Children of Israel, worship
God, my Lord and your Lord. Whoever associates partners in worship with God,
then God has forbidden Paradise for him, and his home is the Fire (Hell). For the

wrongdoers,2 there will be no helpers.” (Quran, 5:72)

God is not a trinity. God has said in the Quran: "' Indeed, they disbelieve who say,
“God is the third of three (in a trinity), ” when there is no god but one God. If they
desist not from what they say, truly, a painful punishment will befall the
disbelievers among them. Would they not rather repent to God and ask His
forgiveness? For God is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. The Messiah (Jesus), son

of Mary, was no more than a messenger... " (Quran, 5:73-75)

Islam rejects that God rested on the seventh day of the creation, that He wrestled
with one of His angels, that He is an envious plotter against mankind, or that He is
incarnate in any human being. Islam also rejects the attribution of any human form
to God. All of these are considered blasphemous. God is the Exalted. He is far
removed from every imperfection. He never becomes weary. He does not become

drowsy nor does he sleep.

2) Belief in the Angels:

Muslims believe in the existence of the angels and that they are honored creatures.

The angels worship God alone, obey Him, and act only by His command. Among the
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angels is Gabriel, who brought down the Quran to Muhammad (peace be upon him).
3) Belief in God’s Revealed Books:

Muslims believe that God revealed books to His messengers as proof for mankind
and as guidance for them, including the "Torah™ (revealed to Moses), the Scrolls
(revealed to Prophet Ibrahim), the Zaboor or Pslams (revealed to David), and the
Gospel (revealed to Jesus). However, Muslims believe that these books were
corrupted and that their messages were altered and distorted from their original
teachings. The final Book to be revealed was the Qur'an, which Muslims believe
has been guaranteed protection from any corruption or distortion and is God's final
message to mankind. “Indeed, We have sent down the Quran, and surely We will

guard it (from corruption)." (Quran, 15:9)

4) Belief in the Prophets and Messengers of God:

In order to guide people to the correct path and teach them what it is God wanted
of them, God sent prophets and messengers to every nation. In fact, Muslims
believe in all of the prophets and messengers of God, starting with Adam,
including Noah, Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and Jesus (peace be upon
them all). Every single one of these prophets called on his people to submit to God
and worship Him, alone. However, as the previous prophets' teachings were
distorted or rejected by their people, God revealed to Prophet Mohammed the final
message to man, a reconfirmation of the eternal message. According to Muslims,
then, Prophet Mohammed was the last prophet sent by God, as God has said:
"Muhammad is not the father of any one of your men, but he is the Messenger of

God and the last of the prophets... " (Quran, 33:40)

It is also important to note that Muslims believe that all the prophets and messengers

were created human beings who had none of the divine qualities of God.

5) Belief in the Day of Judgment:

Muslims believe that this life is a test and that on the Day of Judgment (the Day of
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Resurrection) all people will be resurrected for God’s judgment according to their
beliefs and deeds. Those who believed in God, worshipped Him exclusively and
submitted to Him, will be admitted to gardens of paradise. On the other hand, those
who rejected faith and worshipped their own desires will be eternally punished in
the fires of Hell.

6) Belief in Divine Predestination:

Muslims believe in Divine Predestination, but this belief does not mean that human
beings do not have freewill. Rather, Muslims believe that God has given human
beings freewill. This means that they can choose right or wrong and that they are

responsible for their choices.

The belief in Divine Predestination includes belief in four things:

1) God knows everything. He knows what has happened and what will happen.
2) God has recorded all that has happened and all that will happen.

3) Whatever God wills to happen happens, and whatever He wills not to happen

does not happen.

4) God is the Creator of everything.
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THE 5 PILLARS OF ISLAM

44

WHAT ARE THE “PILLARS” OF ISLAM?

A Muslim's beliefs are not only held in the heart, but also manifested in certain rites of
worship. Every physically mature and sane Muslim is required to perform rituals
known as the Five Pillars of Islam. These pillars of Islam ensure that one is always
actively consciousness of God and regularly nurturing one's faith. The reality is that if
people were to be left to their own devices, they would easily get distracted by the
hustle and bustle and demands of earthly life. Since heedlessness and distraction from
God are the first steps to misguidance, it is necessary then, that we be given some rites
of worship to perform to remind us of the ultimate purpose of life and our obligations

in it.

The pillars of Islam are also portals through which one seeks nearness to God and
greater love for Him; one finds peace of mind, and develops spiritual maturity. The
pillars are not the ends in themselves. Nor do they encompass all that a Muslim can do
in terms of worship. Rather, they form the foundation upon which one moves toward

God and elevates him- or herself in character and morality. The Pillars are as follows:

First pillar: Testimony of Faith

This is a two-part testimony (called “shahada”) that is required of every person who
chooses to be a Muslim. It is brief, simple, and sums up the heart and soul of the
religion. The phonetic reading from the Arabic is: “La ilaha illa’Allah, Muhammadun
rasulullah.” Translated: There is no deity worthy of worship except God. Muhammad
is the Messenger of God. These twin statements are all that is required for a person to
join the fellowship of Islam and find acceptance in the world Muslim community.
There are no additional rites of initiation or administration.

There is no deity worthy of worship except God. This statement affirms without
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mystery or obscurity the reality of creation and our very existence. It is the answer to
the timeless questions: Why do | exist? Where did | come from? And where am |
going? It preserves in the heart a vivid awareness of our Creator, who decided with
wisdom and purpose to create the universe and place humanity on this small planet for
a while. It affirms categorically that none other than God is deserving of worship;
nothing else should be given the same devotion, trust, hope, fear in as God and
nothing else should rival His place in our hearts. It reminds us that to Him is our
return.

The second part of the testimony, “Muhammadun rasulullah,” answers other timeless
questions: What is expected of me? What am | to do with my life? How do I fill my
minutes and years? Acknowledgement of Muhammad as the Messenger of God goes
beyond an affirmation of his authentic role as God’s Prophet, warner, and Messenger.
It suggests that through his example and teachings, we learn how to fulfil our purpose.
When we understand that we have a Creator and that He has certain expectations of
how we should conduct our lives, the next aspiration is learning how do so: What is
sinful or righteous; what is pleasing to God or what is displeasing; what is good for
our souls or what brings ruin; what is wholesome or what is foul; what is corrupt or
what is beneficial to human families and societies; and so on. This is what the Prophet
Muhammad taught as an exemplar for Muslims. Also when one believes in
Muhammad as a man raised to the office of Prophet of God, this implies acceptance
and veneration of all those who preceded him and shared similar missions, which
include Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus, for the Quran makes frequent mention of

previous Prophets.

44

Second pillar :Prayer

The Muslim ritual Prayer “Salat” consists of specific postures accompanied by the
recitation of passages from the Quran and phrases of glorification of God. The
culminating position is called sujud, which is when the worshipper drops to his knees

and places his hands and forehead to the prayer ground (or prayer carpet) supplicating
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God or simply praising Him. A Muslim performs the ritual Prayer five times a day for
a specific time range in the day’s life cycle. The Dawn Prayer may be performed
anytime between the first light of dawn and right before sunrise. The Noon Prayer
time range begins shortly after the sun has reached its zenith in the sky until it begins
its steep decent, at which point the time-range for the Afternoon Prayer commences.
The Sunset Prayer may be performed anytime after the sun sets and when the last light
of sunset disappears. Finally, the Evening Prayer comes in when the sky is fully dark,
with no sign of the sun’s light. The length of each Prayer may range from five minutes
to much longer, depending on one’s individual choice. The institution of Prayer forms
the foundation of a believer’s day and his or her relationship with God. Of course, in
addition to these formal Prayers, Muslim may call upon God anytime—out loud or
silently, in Arabic or any other language. Prayer has always served as the sustenance

of human spiritual life.

44

Third Pillar: Charity

Because we live in a community, our range of responsibility goes beyond our personal

needs and includes the needs others, whether we know them personally or not. A sign
of spiritual health is one’s willingness to give from his or her wealth so that others less
fortunate may be served. A Muslim is therefore obliged to take a portion of his or her
income for the benefit of the needy. This payment is called “Zakat” which literally
means “purification” and “gain”. When one offers wealth to alleviate the needs of the
impoverished, then one’s wealth is purified and blessed and a bond of brotherhood is
strengthened in society. A Muslim is obliged to pay at least 2.5 percent of his or her
income that has been saved over a period of a year. One, of course, can offer more

charity and is encouraged to do so. If one is unable to pay Zakat, he or she is exempt.

44
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Fourth Pillar: Fasting

In Ramadan, the ninth month of the Muslim calendar, Muslims are obliged to fast
each day, that is, completely abstain from food, drink, and sexual intimacy from the
moment of dawn to the moment of sunset. Because the Muslim voluntarily keeps
himself from eating when hungry and from drinking when thirsty, he or she learns
self-discipline and control. Fasting is a personal liberation movement that helps one
enjoy freedom from one’s own whims and lusts, which can literally control a person
and lower him or her in rank of honor. God gave human beings the power of volition,
but He also provided guidance as to how to employ this authority in a way that serves

one’s soul. Fasting helps one possess his desires and not be possessed by them.

44

Fifth Pillar: Pilgrimage

Once in a lifetime, a Muslim is required to make a journey to Mecca and its
surrounding areas to perform the Pilgrimage, called the Hajj, if one is physically and
financially able to do so. It is performed in the twelfth month of the Islamic calendar
and involves a series of rites that take several days to complete. Men are dressed in
two sheets of white cloth, one for the waist down and the other for the torso and
shoulders. (The dress requirements for woman are not as regimented, though only her
face and hands show.) During these days, a Pilgrim is one face among two and half
million faces. One’s nationality is not important; nor is one’s race, status, or wealth.
Much of the Pilgrimage involves following the footsteps of Abraham and his wife
Hagar in and around Mecca. The rites of the Pilgrimage include walking seven times
around the Ka‘ba (the house of worship that Abraham built) and walking seven times
between two nearby hills. These practices were instituted by Abraham, who called
upon people to perform them. The practice was revived and completed by Prophet
Muhammad. Pilgrimage, in general, has been an integral part of human religiosity.
Spiritual awakening is often found in traveling for no other reason than to perform a

rite of worship and fulfill an obligation toward God.
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O PEOPLE

t4+4

Finally , the following are some verses of the holy Quran which

address the whole mankind whatever their believes:

t 4+

(VYo Vel

[ O people, a proof has come to you from your Lord, and We
have sent down to you a clear light. As for those who believe
in Allah, and hold fast to Him, He will surely admit them to
His mercy and bounty, and He will guide them to Him by a
straight path. (4:174-175)
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44
44

O people, worship your Lord who created you and those
before you, so that you may become God-fearing. He is the
One who made the earth a bed for you, and the sky a roof,
and sent down water from the sky, then brought forth with it
fruits, as a provision for you. So, do not set up parallels to
Allah when you know. And if you are in doubt about what
We have revealed to Our servant, then bring a chapter
similar to this, and do call your supporters other than Allah,
if you are true. But if you do not - and you will never do-
then guard yourselves against the Fire, the fuel of which will
be men and stones. It has been prepared for disbelievers.
And give good news to those who believe and do righteous
deeds that for them there are gardens beneath which rivers
flow. Every time they are given a fruit from there to eat, they
will say, “This is what we have been given before”; and they
shall be given it in perfect semblance. And for them there
shall be wives purified; and there they will live forever.

(2: 21-25)

44
44
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()19-) TAs_jad))

O people, eat permissible good things out of what lies in the
earth, and do not follow the footsteps of Satan; indeed, he is an
open enemy for you. He orders you only to do evil and immodest
acts, and that you ascribe to Allah what you do not know.

(2: 168-169)

()7 aall)

0 people, We have created you from a male and a female, and
made you into races and tribes, so that you may know one another.
Surely the noblest of you, in Allah’s sight, is the one who is most

- pious of you. Surely Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware. (49:13)
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0 people, fear your Lord and fear a day when no father will
help his son, nor will a son be helpful to his father at all. Surely,
the promise of Allah is true. So, the worldly life must not

deceive you, nor should you ever be deceived about Allah by the

Deceiver. (31:33)
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0 people, There has come to you an exhortation from your
Lord, a balm for what is in the hearts, a guidance and a mercy for
believers. Say: In the bounty of Allah and in His mercy: therein

let them rejoice. It is much better than what they hoard.
( 10: 57-58)

44
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i O people, fear your Lord. Indeed the quake of the destined
Hour is something terrible. The day you will see it, every
suckling female will forget that which she suckles, and every
female having pregnancy shall abort her fetus, and you will see
people as if they are drunk, while they are not drunk, but Allah’s

torment is so severe. (22: 1-2)
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More Information about Islam

t44

You are welcome to visit your nearest Islamic centre and get in
contact with members of Muslim community.
Moreover, you are welcome to visit our websites:
www.chatislamonline.com
www. Islamreligion.com
www.e.dialogue.com
www.islam-port.com
In these sites:
You can read more about Islam.
You can chat with knowledgeable Muslims.
You can order free copies of Quran and Islamic books.
You can ask questions and get replies.
You can receive weekly messages.
You are welcome to contact us:
www.thequranspeaks100.com

002-01122022455
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