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The term translation "refers to the general process of converting a message from one language to
another" and also, more specifically "to the written form of that process," whereas interpretation
"denotes the oral form of the translation process" (Gonzélez et al., 1991: 295).
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In consecutive interpretation the interpreter does not start speaking until the original speaker has
stopped. He therefore has time to analyze the message as a whole, which makes it easier for him to
understand its meaning. The fact that he is there in the room, and that the speaker has stopped
talking before he begins, means that he speaks to his listeners face to face and he actually becomes
the speaker. Seleskovitch (1978: 123)
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Imam Ahmad related from Anas ibn Malik in his Musnad: "The whole Community of
the people of Madina used to take the hand of the Prophet and rush to obtain their

2
need with it." ©
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