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The first question of Fatwa no. 2307

{Part No. 23; Page MNo. 5)

0 1: what is the Kaffarah {expiation) for an oath?
A: Eaffarah {expiation) for an oath has been clarified in the Avah {Qur'anic verse) which reads:

callah will not punish you for what is unintentional in your oaths, but He will punish yvou for your

deliberate oaths; for its expiation feed ten Masakin {poor persons), on a scale of the average of that
with which you feed your own families, or clothe them or manumit a slave. But whosoever cannot
afford {that), then he should fast for three days, That is the expiation for the oaths when you have
swiorn, and protect your aaths (i.e. do not swear much). Thus Allah make clear to you His Avat
{proofs, evidence, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) that you may be grateful.

Feeding means to give every Miskin (needy) half a Sa”™ (1 Sa’ = 2.172 kg) from the staple food of
the country, such as dates and the like, Another option is to serve a lunch ar a main meal for every
Miskin fram the average meal that you feed yvour family. Clathing the Misking involves giving each of
them a garment that would be sufficient to perform Salah (Prayer) while wearing it. For example,
you may give every Miskin a garment or an Izar {garment worn below the waist) and a
Rida' {garment worn around the upper part of the body) if they are accustomed to wearing that kind
of clothes.

{Part No. 23; Page No. 6)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

| Member | Deputy Chairman | Chairman
| Cabdullah ibn Qa'ud | Cabdul-Razzag Cafify | “abdul-"Aziz ibn " abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 16827

0: Kindly instruct us how to feed ten Miskins {needy persons), which is the Kaffarah
{expiation) for an oath.

Do three meals have to be served or just one meal for every Miskin. What is the
monetary value of the meal? Is it permissible to pay money instead of giving food?

A: The Kaffarah for an oath is to feed ten Misking; each Miskin is to be given halfaSa” (153" =
2.172 kg from the country's staple food in the form of barley, dates, or rice. If the person cannot
afford feeding, they have to clothe ten Miskins; giving every Miskin a garment. If this is also
unaffordable, they have to emancipate a believing slave. If this is unaffordable, they have to observe
Sawm (Fast) for three days. Paying the value of food is not acceptable. May Allah grant us success!
May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Member Member Chairman
Bakr Abu “Aabdul- T Aziz Al Al- Salih Al- “Abdullab b “Abdul-"Aziz bn Abdullab
Zayd Shavykh Fawzan Ghudayyan ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 5016

{Part No. 23; Page No. 7)

0: A discussion took place about the forms of Kaffarah (expiation), such as those for
breaking oaths, Fidyah ({ransom) of breaking fast for the old people or any Kaffarah,
which is paid in the form of foodstuffs. They claim that people no longer accept grains or
with greater reason cooked food, and ask if it is permissible to pay the Kaffarah in cash.

Please, advise. May Allah reward you with the best and protect you against any harm!

A It iz not permissible to pay the Kaffarah in cash, whether it is paid for breaking an oath, Fidyah of
breaking fast for the old people, Hady {sacrificial animal offered by pilgrims) ar Fidyah of having an
ailment of the head during Hajj or “Umrah according to the soundest opinion of scholars. Kaffarah is
given out of the things that the Shari ah (I=lamic law) specified to the person who is entitled to it It
is not conceivable that all people no longer accept anything but money. May Allah grant us success!
May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“abdullab ibn “abdullab b “Abdul-Razzag “abdul-"Aziz ibn "Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




{Part No. 23; Page No. 8)

The first question of Fatwa no. 2432

0 1: is it permissible to give money that is equivalent to the value of the food required
for Kaffarah (expiation) for an oath? Nowadays, money is more useful and it is hard to
find ten poor people and feed them at the same time.

A: Giving money as Kaffarah for breaking an oath or for Zhihar {3 man likening his wife to an
unmarriageable relative), or for invalidating Sawm (Fast) during Ramadan by having intercourse,
instead of feeding the needy, is not acceptable, even if money is thought to be more useful. Rather, a
Muslim must give food of the type that they feed their own family; wheat, dates, barley, rice, or
otherwise, because this Kaffarah is an act of warship that must be done in the manner enjoined by
Shari ah (Islamic law). In addition, you will find many poor people who need this food if vou really
look for them. Further, the person who is obliged to make Kaffarah does not have to distribute the
food all at the same time, rather they may do it the way that best suits them.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“abdullab ibn “abdullah b “Abdul-Razzag “abdul- "Aziz ibn "Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " A fify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




First question of Fatwa no. 3568

{Part No. 23; Page MNo. 9)

0 1: I received the reply of Your Eminence regarding an oath that I did not fulfill. ¥ou
mentioned in your answer that I must observe Sawm (Fast) for three days but if I am
not able to do so, I have to feed or clothe ten needy people. I would like to inform you
that I have given ten poor people the price of the meals but not the meals themselves. I
did so because people nowadays are showered by Allah's Bounties, all praise be to Allah.
Thus, I was afraid that people would refuse to take the food from me, had I given it to
them. Accordingly, I preferred to give them money instead of food; is this considered a
valid Kaffarah (expiation)?

A: It is not permissible to give money for such a Kaffarah. Rather, you have to make the Kaffarah for
breaking yvour oath as mentioned in the following Avah (Qur'anic verse): «Allah will not punish you for

what is unintentional in your oaths, but He will punish you for your deliberate oaths; for its expiation
feed ten Masakin {poor persons), on a scale of the average of that with which you feed vour own
families, or clothe them or manumit a slave. But whosoever cannot afford (that), then he should fast
far three days. That is the expiation for the oaths when you have sworn, And protect your oaths (i.e.
do not swear much). Thus Allah make clear to you His Ayat (proofs, evidence, verses, lessons, signs,
revelations, etc.) thatyou may be grateful. » Moreaver, you have inverted the Fatwa ({legal opinion

issued by a qualified Muslim scholar) that you ascribed to us in the question. The correct Fatwa is
that the Kaffarah is to feed ten poor people by giving each of them halfa 5a” (153" = 2.172 kqg), to
clothe them, or to free a believing slave.

{Part No. 23; Page No. 10)
Only in case of the inability to do any of that, vou can observe Sawm for three - preferably successive

- days.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member e mber Chairman
“abhdullab ibn Qa ud “sbhdullab ibn Ghudayyan “abdul-"Aziz ibn Cabdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The first question of Fatwa no. 5519

0 1: how can I make Kaffarah {expiation) for an unfulfilled oath? Is it permissible to give
it in the form of uncooked food to a family of ten or five persons? For example, would
offering two Muds (a dry measure of half bushel, 543 grams) and a half of wheat to a
ten-person family suffice, or must I give the wheat to each of the ten persons
separately?

A: allah (Glorified and Exalted be He) talks about the kKaffarah in the Qur'an when He says:

(for its expiation feed ten Masakin {poor persons), on a scale of the average of that with which vou

feed vour own families, or clothe them or manumit a slave. But whosoever cannot afford (that), then
he should fast for three days, That is the expiation for the oaths when you have sworn, And protect
your oaths {i.e. do not swear much). Thus All3h make clear 1o you His Avat {proofs, evidence,
verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) that vou may be grateful. » If you gather ten poor people and

offer them lunch ar dinner, or give each one of them half a Sa™ {1 Sa’™ = 2.172 kqg) of the usual local
staple, such as rice, wheat or the like, this is sufficient.

{Part No. 23; Page No. 11)

The maost important thing is making sure that the ten persons, who are fed or given the staple food
callectively or individually, deserve Kaffarah and receive it safely.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his
family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“abdullah ibn “abdullah b “abdul-Razzag “abdul- " Aziz ibn Abdullab ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The first question of Fatwa no. 6737

0 1: What is kaffarah {expiation) for an oath? If such expiation involves feeding poor
people, how can they be known? Are they those who solicit alms? Have they certain
conditions such as performing Salah? Are children included as long as their family belongs
to the limited or low-income classes? As for animals and birds, can they be fed as
expiation for breaking oaths?

A: Kaffarah for breaking an oath is to feed ten poor people from the caommon food, clothing them, or
freeing a believing slave. If you are unable to do so, you may fast for three days. The poor people
are thoze who do not have enough to live on, Therefare, they are given what is enough o support
them. The same applies to children, so long as they and their supporters are poor, then they should
be given what is sufficient for them. As for animals and birds, they should not be fed from the money
dedicated to fulfilling an obligation,

{Part No. 23; Page No. 12)

such as Zakah (obligatory charity) and Kaffarah. Rather, they can be fed fram wvoluntary charity
Money.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

| Member | Member | Deputy Chairman | Chairman
“abdullah ibn “abdullab ibr “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The fourth question of Fatwa no. B065

0 4: the Kaffarah {expiation) for an oath is to feed ten needy people. If there is a family
of ten or eight members, all of them deserving Sadaqah (voluntary charity), is it
permissible to give half a 5a” (15a” = 2.172 kqg) as Sadagah for each member of the
family or should Sadagah be given to one needy family even if it is less than ten
members?

A: It is enough to offer a Kaffarah for an oath by feeding ten needy peaple, each one is to be given
half a2 Sa° of wheat or the like, whether they are the members of one family or not.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullah ibn “Abdullah b “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn “Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The fifth, thirteenth, and sixteenth questions of Fatwa no. B267

{Part No. 23; Page No. 13)

0 5: does a person who swears by the Qur'an have to make Kaffarah {expiation) if they
break their nath? Is it permissible to swear by the Ka bah or by Allah's Favors?

A: It is permissible to swear by the Qur'an because it is the Word of Allah, which is one of His
Attributes. Swearing by the Qur'an is a valid oath, The person will have to make Kaffarah if they
break their oath. It iz, however, not permissible to swear by the Ka bah or by the Favors of Allah
(Exalted be He). Swearing an oath will not take effect in such a casze. This is based on the Hadith in
which the Prophet {(peace be upon him) said: «"anyone who swears by other than Allah is a Kafir

(disbeliever) or Mushrik {one who associates others with Allah in His Divinity or worships, ")
0 13: what is the ruling on someone who observes Sawm (Fast) for three consecutive
days as a Kaffarah for an oath despite being able to feed ten Miskins {needy persons)?

A Sawm will not expiate for breaking an oath if the person is capable of feeding or clothing ten
Miskins or of emancipating a believing slave. Sawm will only expiate for this if the person cannot
afford to feed or clothe Miskins or 1o emancipate a believing slave. Allah {Exalted be He) says:

(far its expiation feed ten Masakin {poor persons), on a scale of the average of that with which you

feed your own families, or clothe them or manumit a slave. But whosoever cannot afford (that), then
he should fast for three days. That is the expiation for the oaths when you have sworn, »

{Part No. 23; Page No. 14)

0 16: does a person have to feed the Miskins with cooked food or just give them dry
food, such as rice and barley, while offering Kaffarah for an oath?

A It does not matter whether cooked or raw food is given to the Misking in expiation for breaking an
oath. For example, the person may cook food to be served o ten Misking or distribute five Sa s (1
Sa’ = 2.172 kqg) to them, each receiving half a Sa .

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“abdullab ibn “abdullah b “Abdul-Razzag “abdul- "Aziz ibn "Abdullah ibn
Qa ud Ghudayyan " & fify Baz




The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The second question of Fatwa no. 88921

0 2: if i breach my oath, should i pay Kaffarah {expiation) as a whole to the poor and the
needy at the same time or not? Can I give Sadaqgah {voluntary charity) to four people on
a day, and six people on another day, even a month later? If I find no poor or needy
people, can I give the Sadagah to the charitable institution in our area? Can I give
Sadaqgah to five people, and then repeat the same five people again, so that they are
considered ten people?

A If a person breaches their oath after swearing by Allah or any of His Atlributes, they have to pay
k.affarah, which is feeding or clothing ten needy people, or emancipating a believing slave, If they can
afford neither of these, they will have o observe Sawm (fasting) for three days. They may

{Part No. 23; Page No. 15)

feed the needy people at once or on separate days. However, it is better to hasten in doing good
deeds. It is impermissible to pay the Kaffarah to a charitable institution; they should distribute it
themselves to make sure it reaches the ones who deserve it. It is also impermissible to give it 1o less
than ten needy people.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

| Member | Member | Deputy Chairman | Chairman
“abdullah ibn “abdullab ibr “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The fifth question of Fatwa no. 9555

0 5: my brother vowed that he would never commit a sin again, otherwise, he would fast
for three successive days as a Kaffarah {expiation) for it. Is it sufficient for him to feed
ten poor people or does he have to fast?

A: It is enough for him to feed ten poor people, clothe them, or free a believing slave; if he is
unable, he should fast for three days.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Praphet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullab ibn Ghudayyan “Abdul-Razzag CAfify “abdul- "Aziz ibn " abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The second question of Fatwa no. 10711

{Part No. 23; Page No. 16)

0 2: what is the amount of food that should be given to the poor as Kaffarah (expiation)
for breaking an oath? Is it permissible to give the food of ten poor people to one poor
person?

A: The amount of food required for feeding one poor person as Kaffarah for breaking an oath is half
aSa’ (153 =2172 kg) of wheat, rice, or the type of staple food of the country, which is about 1.5
k. It is not permissible to give the food of ten poor people 1o just one poor person, for Allah (Exalted
be He) says: (feed ten Masakin {poar persons)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abhdullab ibn Ghudayyan “Abdul-Razzag CAfify “aAbdul-"Aziz ibn " Aabdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The first question of Fatwa no. 11565

0 1: a person has to offer a Kaffarah (expiation) for breaking an oath, which is feeding or
clothing ten Miskins {needy) or fasting, but all the Miskins he knows do not perform Salah
{Prayer). Is it permissible to pay it to them? What should he do?

Ac It is obligatory on the Muslim to pay the Kaffarah of breaking an oath to the Muslim Miskins,
{Part No. 23; Page No. 17)

It is not permissible to pay it o a person who does not perform Salah, because whoever abandons
Salah due to denying its obligation is Kafir {disbeliever) according to Ijma ™ {consensus of scholars).
Likewise, whoever abandons it due to carelessness is Kafir as well, according to the preponderant
opinion of scholars.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullab ibn Ghudayyan “Abdul-Razzag CAfify “Abdul-"Aziz ibn " abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The first question of Fatwa no. 11862

0 1: a person may give another something and say, "You have to take it, as I make it
unlawful for me just like my mother." This habit is widespread in our country. What is the
ruling on saying so?

A: If a person makes something lawful to him, other than his wife, unlawful for him, it does not
become unlawful, However, he still has to make Kaffarah {expiation) for breaking an aath, It is
related by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Ibn “abbas (may Allah be pleased with them both) that he
used to say, ("Declaring something {other than the wife) as unlawiful is similar o breaking an oath

that must be expiated.” s

{Part No. 23; Page No. 18)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upaon our Praophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullab ibn Ghudayyan “Abdul-Razzag CAfify “Abdul-"Aziz ibn " abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 11934

0: On behalf of my brothers, I dealt with the concerned authorities to issue a seisin
document of our agricultural lands. I also referred to the Transportation Department to
receive the compensation due as a result of an asphalt road which took part of our
lands. ¥our Eminence, my brothers gave me my share in the compensation in addition to
my fees. This act drove the wife and son of one of them to interfere in the matter and
utter some provocative words. Since I am diabetic, I took an oath of not taking my share
and fees. It is worth mentioning that this woman has no share in our agricultural
possessions or the compensation and she only interfered with her son in the matter to
give rise to enmity between us, because her husband has agreed to the money given to
me. I knew that she meant to interfere to achieve her evil aims. I kept the amount of
money given to me aside until you advise me about it and about my oath of not taking
anything from it. I ask Allah to grant you a long life. I am eagerly waiting for your
answer. As-salamu "alaykum warahmatullah wabarakatuh {May Allah's Peace, Mercy,
and Blessings be upon you!)

{Part No. 23; Page No. 19)

Ac: If the reality is as you have mentioned, you must offer a kKaffarah {expiation) for the oath, which is
feeding ten Miskins {needy persons) - each one half a Sa” {1 5a” = 2,172 kg) of wheat, dates, or
rice - or clothing them, or freeing a believing slave. Your share and fees are not unlawiul 1o yvou,

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullab ibn Ghudayyan “Abdul-Razzag CAfify “abdul-"Aziz ibn Cabdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The second question of Fatwa no. 14844

0 2: Sometimes i breach my oaths, but i do not expiate for them. Later, i might buy a
packet of rice and consider it a Kaffarah {expiation) for many oaths at the same time. Is
this permissible?

A You should know the number of oaths you want to expiate for first, and then pay Kaffarah for
each oath in the form of feeding ten needy people, on a scale of the average of that with which you
feed your own families, or give each of them half 2 Sa” {1 53" = 2.172 kq) of wheat, rice or any
other kind of food eaten by the people of your country.

{Part No. 23; Page No. 20)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

| Member | Deputy Chairrman | Chairman
| Cabdullah bn Ghudayyan | CAbdul-Razzag Cafify | abdul-Aziz bn Cabdullah b Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The third question of Fatwa no. 15347

0 3: as Kaffarah {expiation) for a broken oath, a man gave another man a sum of money
to feed ten poor people. They could not find ten separate poor persons, is it permissible
to give this money to a family of ten or more or less? How should the feeding be? Should
they pay the money or should they provide food as mentioned in the Book of Allah
{ Glorified and Exalted be He), or can they give them rice, oil, chicken and meat? May Allah
reward you with the best and quide you!

Ac Tt is Wajib {obligatory) to pay the Kaffarah to ten poor persons, for Allah (Exalted be He) says,
(feed ten Masakin (poor persons)» If he pays it 1o a family consisting of ten or more people, it will be

enough. If they are less than ten, he should complete the ten. The Kaffarah by providing food is half
aSa’ (153 =2.172 kg) for each person of the foodstuffs of the country. If he adds meat, butter or
ail, o it, this will be much better. It is not permissible to pay it in cash,

{Part No. 23; Page No. 21)

for this is contrary to the Qur'anic text.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon aur Prophet, his family and
Cormpanions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullah ibn “Abdullah ibr “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul-"Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The third question of Fatwa no. 17575

0 3: is it permissible to offer a Kaffarah {expiation) of a broken oath to one poor person
only, or should it be offered to ten people? What is the ruling on giving the Kaffarah to
one poor person for ten days? Is it permissible to give the Fidyah (ransom) offered for
not fasting Ramadan to one poor person after collecting it, or should it be offered to
separate people? Please provide us with a detailed answer, may Allah bless you!

A: If a person offers a Kaffarah for a broken oath in terms of food, it should be given to ten needy
people, half a Sa’ (1 Sa™ = 2,172 kqg) for each, but giving it to only one person does not suffice, even
if it is repeated for ten days, for this is contradictory to the text,

Whereas if a person collects the food offered to make up for fasting Ramadan and gives it to one
needy person for several days, this would suffice.

{Part No. 23; Page No. 22)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
Bakr ibn “abdullab  |Salib ibn Fawzan Al- | "abdul- " Aziz ibn “Abdullab Al “Abdul- " Aziz ibn
Abu Zawd Fawzan Al-Shaykh “Abhdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The second question of Fatwa no. 18446

0 2: Do I have to observe expiatory Sawm (Fast) for breaking an oath on three
consecutive days? What if I do not observe Sawm consecutively for an excuse, such as
iliness, or without an excuse?

A: It is better to observe expiatory Sawm for breaking an oath consecutively, However, there is
nothing wrong if the succession is interrupted.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
Bakr ibn “abdullal  |Salib ibn Fawzan al- | abdul- " Aziz ibn “Abdullab Al “Abdul- " Aziz ibn
Abu Zawd Fawzan A l-Shankh “abdullab ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The second question of Fatwa no. 19518

0 2: One day I did not fulfill an oath and thus I made Kaffarah {expiation) for it. I bought
ten bags of rice; one kilo and a half each, and gave them to ten orphans. It may be
worth mentioning that these orphans do not have monthly incomes but the

{Part No. 23; Page No. 23)

social support gives them a sum of money on a yearly basis. They also receive Sadaqgah
{voluntary charity) from some people of goodness. Your Eminence, here are my
questions:

1- Is the Kaffarah that I made valid?

2- If the Kaffarh is invalid, how can I make up for it? To whom should I give the food,
bearing in mind that orphans are the neediest persons in our village?

3- which is preferred regarding the Kaffarah for an oath; observing Sawm (Fast) or
feeding poor people?

4- is succession conditional in Sawm as Kaffarah for an oath?

A: If the condition of these orphans iz as you mentioned, what yvou have done is sufficient as
kaffarah for breaking your oath, In sha'a-Allah (f Allah wills), It is worth mentioning that regarding
K.affarah for an oath, it is optional to feed poor people, clothe them, or free a believing slave and anly
in case of inability to do any of these, a person is to make Kaffarah by observing Sawm. Finally, the
soundest opinion is that it is not obligatory o observe Sawm for the three days successively though
doing so is better and safer.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Mermber Deputy Chairman Chairman
Bakr ibn “abdullah Abu “Abhdul-"Aziz ibn Cabdullah Al Al “Abhdul-"Aziz ibn " Aabdullah ibn
Zayd Shavkh Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.
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The first question of Fatwa no. 19781

0 1: how can I make Kaffarah {expiation) for an unfulfilled oath by feeding ten needy
Muslims? Must I feed on a daily basis? If I do not find needy Muslims, how can I make
Kaffarah?

A Anvyone who is obligated to make Kaffarah for an unfulfilled oath has the option o feed ten needy
persons, giving each of them one kilo and a half of the usual staple food such as rice, wheat, etc., or
ta clathe them, or to free a believing slave. If they cannot afford any of these, they are fo fast for
three days. It does not matter if the person feeds or clothes the needy persons on one or separate
days. In addition, Kaffarah is to be offered to those known as Muslims, as Allah alone knows
imtentions,

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his
family, and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
Bakr ibn "abdullabh  |Salib ibn Fawzan al- | "abdul- " Aziz ibn “aAbdullab Al “abdul- " Aziz ibn
Abu Zavd Fawzan Al-Shaykh “Abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The third question of Fatwa no. 18959

0 3: a woman promised her husband that she would never marry another person after
he dies so that allah would reunite them on the Day of Resurrection. Is it permissible for
her to remarry after his death? Would this be considered unfulfillment
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of a promise, which is one of the traits of the hypocrites. Please advise, may Allah
reward you with the best!

A It is permissible for this waoman to remarry after the death of her husband. However, she is
required to offer a Kaffarah {expiation) far her oath, because the Prophet {peace be upon him) said,
(If ever [ take an oath to do something and later on I find that it is more beneficial to do something

different, I will do the thing which iz better, and offer a Kaffarah for my oath.

The Prophet {peace be upon him) also said, (Whenever you take an oath to do something and later

you find that something else is better than the first, then do the better one and offer a Kaffarah for
your oath, )

Indeed, it is better for this widow to remarry,
{Part No. 23; Page No. 26)

because this involves many benefits,

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Mermber Member Member Member Chairman
Bakr Abu Salih Al- “Aabdullah ibh “abdul-"Aziz Al Al | Tabdul-"Aziz ibn Abdullah
Zawd Fawzan shudanyan Shavkh ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The first question of Fatwa no. 3135

0 1: I was a quest at one of my relatives'. I made an oath that he will not slaughter an
animal for me, but he made another oath; he did slaughter an animal; and I ate from it.
More than six months later, I made another oath. I know that the Kaffarah (expiation) is
feeding ten needy people from the average food you provide for your own families,
clothing them or emancipating a slave. If a person cannot do either of these, they should
observe Sawm (fasting) for three days.

First, how much food or clothing should be given to every needy person? Given that it is
hard to know that this person is really needy. Can I pay it to ten Bedouins?

Second, do I have to pay two Kaffarahs or only one?

A vou should give every needy person half a Sa” {1 Sa” = 2,172 kg) of wheat, barley, dates,
cheese, raisins or any other kind of food that is cammon in your country, ou should also seek the
ones who deserve it the most, and pay it to them and their children. As for clothing, vou should give
each person an [2ar {garment worn below the waist), a Rida' {outer garment) and a Qamis (long
shirt).

{Part No. 23; Page No. 27)

You also have to pay Kaffarah for the first and the second oaths individually if vou breached them.
Allah has clarified the Kaffarah for the oath in His saying, <AllS3h will not punish you for what is

unintentional in your oaths, but He will punish you for vour deliberate oaths; for its expiation feed ten
Masakin (poor persons), on a scale of the average of that with which you feed your own families, or
clathe them or manumit a slave. But whosoever cannot afford (that), then he should fast for three
days. That is the expiation for the oaths when vou have sworn, »

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“abdullab ibn “abdullah b “Abdul-Razzag “abdul- "Aziz ibn "Abdullah ibn
a ud shudayyan " A fify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.



Fatwa no. 4508

0 1: I have to make several Kaffarahs {expiations) for breaking my oaths but I do not
know how, as I cannot discern who is really poor. Is it permissible for me to pay the
value of Kaffarah in money? How much should I give each poor person? Could I give the
money to the committees receiving donations for the benefit of the Mujahids (those
striving/fighting in the Cause of Allah) in Afghanistan and other countries?

A Firstly, the Kaffarah for an oath is 1o free a believing slave, feed ten poor
{Part No. 23; Page No. 28)

people, or clothe them. Anvone who is unable to do this should fast for three davs. The basic ruling is
clear where Allah (Exalted be He) says:

callah will not punish you for what is unintentional in your oaths, but He will punish yvou for your

deliberate oaths; for its expiation feed ten Masakin {poor persons), on a scale of the average of that
with which you feed your own families, or clothe them or manumit a slave. But whosoever cannot
afford {that), then he should fast for three days, That is the expiation for the oaths when you have
swiorn. ) Secondly, If several oaths are made and broken for the same thing, only one Kaffarah is

required. However, if the oaths are different, a Kaffarah is required for every broken oath.
Thirdly, The Kaffarah is to be given to poor people as mentioned by Allah {Glorified and Exalted be
He). There is no impediment to give it o the Mujahids in Allah's Cause, because Allah included them

in the eight categories o whom Zakah is payable, especially, if there are no poor people deserving
the Kaffarah.

Fourthly, It is not permissible to give the value as Kaffarah for breaking an oath in cash. This is
contrary to the text of the Qur'an. Allah is never unmindful; He does not mention that money shauld
be paid instead of Kaffarah.

{Part No. 23; Page No. 29)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdul-Razzag CAfify “Abdul-"Aziz ibn CAbdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.



Fatwa no. 5373

0: I am a married woman and I have three sons. My eldest son {16 years old) loved a girl
older than him. However, I do not want him to marry her though she does not have any
defect or a failing anywhere in her conduct or religion. When he asked for my approval of
his marriage, I swore by Allah that this would not happen as long as I am alive, and she
would never be admitted to my house as his wife. This situation lasted for two and a half
years and during which he kept on trying to get my approval and I swore that this would
not happen. I refused the girl because my son was financially unable to afford marriage
and had not attained the age where he could honor the marital rights and duties. He
asked me many times to talk to his father about his marriage, but I used to refuse. Two
and a half years later, his condition worsened and he was about to go mad.
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When his relatives noticed that his health was deteriorating, his elder brothers from my
husband's co-wives and our neighbor who is a notary public convinced his father. I did
not know about this except after his father's approval. The decision of my son's marriage
was already taken. What should I do regarding the oaths I made since my son has
already married the girl? Is Kaffarah {expiation}) incumbent upon me and how can I make
it?

A If the reality is as you mentioned, you must make one kKaffarah for the broken oaths, which is
feeding or clothing ten needy people ar freeing a believing slave. If you cannot afford any of these
things, yvou can fast for three days.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

| Member | Member | Deputy Chairman | Chairman
“abdullah ibn “abdullab ibr “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The fifth question of Fatwa no. 6401
0 5: A person took many oaths and did not fulfill them; what should he do?

& First: He has to avoid taking oaths often; because Allah {may He be Praised and Exalted) says,
tand make not Allakh's (Mame) an excuse in your oaths against your doing good and acting piously »

He {Glorified be He) alzo
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says, tAnd protect your oaths (i.e. do not swear much). » He should also repent to Allah of that and
seek His Forgiveness,; may allah {may He be Praised and Exalted) accept his repentance.

Second: The broken oath or oaths he mentioned, if they were made for one issue, he has to offer
one Kaffarah {expiation) for them all and if they were made for many issues, he has to offer one
kaffarah for each broken oath. There are no Kaffarahs for the oaths he does not remember. The
kaffarah is feeding ten Miskins (needy people) or clothing them or setting free a Muslim slave. If he
cannot afford any of these alternatives, he has to fast for three days. It is better for these days to be
successive according o the saying of Allah {may He be Exalted and Glorified),

cAllah will not punish you for what is unintentional in vour oaths, but He will punish you for your

deliberate oaths; for its expiation feed ten Masakin {poor persons), on a scale of the average of that
with which you feed your own families, or clothe them or manumit a slave.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

| Member | Deputy Chairman | Chairman
| Cabdullah ibn Qa'ud | Cabdul-Razzag Cafify | “abdul-"Aziz ibn " abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.
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The first question of Fatwa no. 7575

0 1: There is a man who has been knowingly committing Munkar {that which is
unacceptable or disapproved of by Islamic law and Muslims of sound intellect). Whenever
he does it, he swears not to repeat it, but he soon returns to it. Then, he made an oath
swearing by Allah that he will never do this Munkar, but he did not forsake it. The
question is: What is the Kaffarah (expiation) obligatory upon this man, bearing in mind
that he is unable to feed or to clothe the poor? Should he fast for three days for each
oath or only three days for all the oaths? You should bear in mind that he does not know
the number of oaths he made, or how many times he committed this Munkar after the
binding vow.

A If this man swore by Allah once that he would not commit this Munkar and then committed it once
or repeatedly, he has to offer one Kaffarah. Likewise, if he swore by Allah many times not to commit
this Munkar, then he repeated it one or several times before paying the Kaffarah, he has to pay only
one Kaffarah.

However, if he sware by Allah not to repeat this Munkar, then he did and paid the Kaffarah, then
swore again, broke the oath again and paid the Kaffarah, and so on, he should pay as many
kaffarahs as he broke his oaths, If he does not know the number of broken oaths, he should pay
K.affarahs according to what is most likely for him. Given that he is unable to provide food to the poor
or clothe them or free a slave, the Kaffarah obligatory upon him is fasting for three days.

{Part No. 23; Page No. 33)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon aur Prophet, his family and

Campanions!
Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*
| Member | Member | Deputy Chairman | Chairman
“abdullah ibn “abdullab ibr “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.



Fatwa no. 7201

0: I proposed to a woman and agreed with her father to pay a Mahr {(mandatory gift to a
bride from her groom) of thirty-five thousand riyals. After the contract of marriage was
concluded, I was shocked that my father-in-law requested from me a sum of eighty-five
thousand riyals as Mahr. I refused such a request and problems continued between my
father-in-law and me for one full year. I took an oath not to pay more than fifty-five
thousand riyals, but unfortunately, my father-in-law did not agree and insisted that the
Mahr had to be eighty-five thousand riyals. Nevertheless, I repeatedly took oaths not to
pay the requested sum. So benevolent people intervened and reconciled between my
father-in-law and me, where I had to pay seventy-thousand riyals. I told them about my
oaths and that I could not breach them but they compelled me to pay the seventy-
thousand riyal. I paid the money to avoid any further problems since they have already
lasted for one year and two months. Please provide me with your beneficial Fatwa (legal
opinion issued by a qualified Muslim scholar) regarding the oaths that I took, bearing in
mind that I took such oaths by saying, "I swear by Allah the Almighty...", "By Allah! It is
unlawful for me" and "By Allah, the number of creatures there are between
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the heavens and earth" that I will not pay more than the sum of fifty-five thousand
rivals. Nevertheless, I did not fulfill my oaths. Please answer me. Best Regards.

A: If the reality is as you mentioned, you have 1o make one Kaffarah (expiation) for your multiple
oaths and it will be sufficient for all of them. The Kaffarah is to feed ten needy people, clothe them,
or free a believing slave. However, in case of your inability to do any of these, you have to observe
Sawm (Fast) for three days.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“sbdullab ibn Ghudayyan “abdul-Razzag Cafify “abdul-"Aziz ibn Cabdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




of Scholarly Re arch and Ifta’

Fatwa no. 7691

0: my father bequeathed to offer ten Kaffarahs (expiations) for broken oaths, how
should we offer them? Is it permissible to offer them in terms of money?

A: For each kKaffarah, ten needy people should be fed, clothed or a believing slave should be freed.
A5 for feeding, giving each person half a Sa” {1 Sa° = 2.172 kq) of wheat, rice or any other common
food would suffice, it would also suffice to give ten needy people five 5a s each for the ten
kaffarahs, but it would not suffice to pay money instead.
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May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“abdullab ibn “abdullah b “Abdul-Razzag “abdul- "Aziz ibn "Abdullah ibn
a ud hudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The second question of Fatwa no. 9407

0 2: 1 swore to slap my sister for some reason, but I retracted this after I had calmed
down. A few days after, i swore to do another thing without having expiated for my first
oath, I asked a shaykh whether I have to offer the Kaffarah {expiation) once or twice?
He told me that if I made another oath before expiating for the first one, then I should
offer a Kaffarah once. However, I asked another shaykh about this, but he told me that I
should offer the Kaffarah twice.

& vou should offer the Kaffarah twice, for the first oath was different from the second one.,

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

| Member | Deputy Chairman | Chairman
| Cabdullah bn Ghudayyan | CAbdul-Razzag Cafify | abdul-taziz bn Cabdullah b Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The first question of Fatwa no. 9843

0 1: As a young man, I always take oaths and break them and then fail to make Kaffarah
{expiation) for them.
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I continued this habit for many years. Thus, due to the many oaths I broke, I had to
make so many Kaffarahs. I even forgot some of these oaths. I repented several times
but it is just a matter of time before I resume this habit. Kindly, advise me, and may Allah
reward you! What should I do regarding the oaths I remember or forget?

A the broken oaths that vou can still remember should be expiated one by one by feeding ten poor
peaple, clothing them, or emancipating a believing slave. If you are unable to do that, you should fast
far three days. This is if the oaths are related to different matters, but if they are sworn in relation to
the same thing, it is sufficient 1o expiate them all by making one Kaffarah.

As for the oaths you made and broke, but cannot remember their number, you should strive to know
the exact number, before expiating for them the way yvou did in the first oaths.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

| Member | Deputy Chairman | Chairman
| Cabdullah bn Ghudayyan | CAbdul-Razzag Cafify | abdul-aziz bn Cabdullah b Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 10613

0: What is the ruling on someone who swears an oath to do something then swears
another oath not to do it?

{Part No. 23; Page No. 37)

For example, a person may swear to go to a certain place and afterwards swear not to
go to the same place. What is the ruling on that?

A It is obligatory for someone who swears an oath 1o do something then swears another oath not to
do it to fulfill either of the two sworn oaths and expiate for the other. The Kaffarah {expiation) for an
oath is 1o feed ten Miskins {(heedy persons) or clothe them or emancipate a believing slave. If none of
these is affordable, the person will have to observe Sawm {Fast) for three days, Allah (Exalted be
He) says: (allah will not punish you for what is unintentional in your oaths, but He will punish you for

your deliberate oaths; for itz expiation feed ten Masakin {poar persons), on a scale of the average of
that with which you feed your awn families, or clothe them or manumit a slave. But whosoever
cannot afford (that), then he should fast for three days. That is the expiation for the oaths when you
hiave swarn, »

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

| Member | Deputy Chairrman | Chairman
| Casbdullah bn Ghudayyan | CAbdul-Razzag Cafify | abdul-Aziz bn Cabdullah b Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 10812

0: Is fasting the six days of Shawwal, the Day of *Ashura’ (10th of Muharram), and the
Day of *Arafah (9th of Dhul-Hijjah) sufficient

{Part No. 23; Page No. 38)

to expiate for the broken oaths which one cannot remember?

A: The Kaffarah {expiation) for breaking an oath is to free a believing slave, feed ten poor people, or
clothe them. If you are unable to do any of that, you should fast for three days for each broken oath,

As for your inability to count the oaths, you should try as hard as possible to remember them and
give an approximate number, and then expiate for the broken ones. That would be sufficient to
dizcharge the obligation on your part, In sha'a-allah (f Allah wills), Furthermare, it is insufficient to
fast the Day of ‘Ashura’, the Day of “Arafah and the six days of Shawwal for expiating for the broken
oaths, unless a person intends o fast them as Kaffarah, not as voluntary fasting.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullab ibn Ghudayyan “Abdul-Razzag CAfify “Abdul-"Aziz ibn " abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.
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The first and second questions of Fatwa no. 11016

0 1: A man would sit with his fiancee in a room without there being a Mahram {spouse or
unmarriageable relative) with them. Only the girl's mother would be present in the same
flat but in another room. The fiancee would take oaths not to allow the man to do things
not permissible for him and that she herself would not do such things. Nevertheless, he
caused her oaths to be breached time after time.

{Part No. 23; Page No. 39)

Is it then Wajib (obligatory) on the man to make Kaffarahs {expiations) from his own
money on behalf of his flancee because it was he who caused the oaths to be breached?
Does he have to make as many Kaffarahs as the most probable number of oaths that
were breached? Does he have to inform his fiancee that he is going to make Kaffarahs
for her breached oaths or it is sufficient that he makes them?

A: Firstly, If the reality is as you mentioned, it is Wajib on her to make kKaffarah for the oaths that
she broke by doing what she swore by aAllah not to do. the Kaffarahs have o be as many as the
broken oaths, only if the breached oaths were taken regarding different matters.

Secondly, It iz permissible for the man in guestion t© make the Kaffarahs on behalf of his fiancee on
a voluntary basis, but he must inform her of this.

Thirdly, Sitting alone with the fiancee in a separate room iz a prohibited Khulwah (being alone with a
member of the opposite sex), even if her mother is in the same flat but in a different room.

0 2: This question also relates to oaths. A man's mother took oaths not to do a certain
thing, not to go to a certain place, etc., but she then violated her oaths. Her son
mentions that he may be responsible, along with some other reasons, for encouraging
his mother to break her oaths. Is it permissible for the son to make Kaffarahs on behalf
of his mother for the numerous oaths that she breached? It may be worth mentioning
that the mother is ignorant of the rulings of Islam and her son does not think that she
will make any Kaffarah. He feels somehow responsible. What should he do?
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A The son has to make Kaffarah for the oaths that his mother broke as explained in our answer for
the first question. He must be dutiful and kind to his mother. He has also to obey her whenever she
enjoins him to do any Ma ruf {that which iz judged as good, beneficial, or fitting by Islamic law and
Muslims of sound intellect).

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’




e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“sbdullab ibn Ghudayyan “abdul-Razzag Cafify “abdul-"Aziz ibn Cabdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The first question of Fatwa no. 15619

0 1: many years aqo, I vowed not to do a certain thing and that if I were to do it, I would
donate a very large sum that I perhaps would not be able to afford. I made this oath to
deter myself from committing that act. Unfortunately, years later, I breached my oath so
many times that I do not know their number. However, Allah {Exalted be He) blessed me
to make sincere Tawbah {repentance to Allah). I performed Hajj and abandoned that act
entirely, all praise be to Allah Alone. my question now is what must I do to expiate for
the oath that I have broken? I do not exactly remember the number of times I have
broken my oath. It may be worth mentioning that I usually make a lot of Istighfar
{seeking forgiveness from Allah) because of this matter. Now I undertake Da wah
{calling to Islam), advise people to perform Salah {Prayer) in congregation, enjoin Ma ‘ruf
{that which is judged as good, beneficial, or fitting by Islamic law and Muslims of sound
intellect), forbid Munkar (that which is unacceptable or disapproved of by Islamic law and
Muslims of sound intellect),
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offer voluntary night Salahs {Prayers), and recite the Qur'an. Again, I can not afford the
sum that I took an oath to donate. What should I do? May Allah reward you with the
best!

A If the matter is as you mentioned, it will be Wajib {obligatory) on vou to make Kaffarah {expiation)
for breaking your oath. Such a Kaffarah is to feed ten needy people, clothe them, or free a believing
slave. Only if you are unable to fulfill any of these options, may you observe Sawm (Fast) for three
days.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Praphet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Member Member Chairman
Bakr Abu “Aabdul- T Aziz Al Al- Salih Al- “Abdullab b “Abdul-"Aziz bn Abdullab
Zayd Shavykh Fawzan Ghudayyan ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.



The first question of Fatwa no. 13002

0 1: a man made conditional divorce by saying to his wife, "If you do not take the
television out of the house before twelve o'clock, you will be divorced." The wife placed
the television in the balcony. Will Talaq {divorce pronounced by a husband) take place in
this case? Will it be Haram (prohibited) for the husband to sit with his wife anymore?

A If the husband's intention is to divarce her, Talaqg takes place if she has not got rid of the
television. He may take her back in marriage as long as she is in the “Iddah {woman's prescribed
waiting period after divorce) and this is not the third time of Talag. However, if
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the husband has only meant to urge the wife and obligate her 1o get rid of the television withaut
intending to divorce her and the wife in turn has not taken the television out of the house, the
husband is obliged to make Kaffarah {expiation) for breaking his oath and Talag does not take place.
He should offer his Kaffarah by feeding ten Mizkins {needy persons), or clothing them, or
emancipating a believing slave. If he is unable to do any of these, he must observe Sawm (Fast) for
three days.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

| Deputy Chairman | Chairman
| “abdul-Razzag CAfify | “Abdul- "Aziz ibn Cabdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The second question of Fatwa no. 16500

0 2: A teacher quarreled with a student and swore to beat him and put him out of the
class, then he expiated for breaking his oath of beating the student. Is he obliged to
offer Kaffarah (expiation) for not putting the student out of the class?

A If the oath is sworn regarding one or more things, the Kaffarah needs to be offered once so long
as one oath is taken regarding many things, Therefore, the Kaffarah the teacher offered is sufficient
to expiate for breaking his oath.

{Part No. 23; Page No. 43)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Mermber Mermber Member Member Chairman
Bakr Abu “Aabdul- TAziz Al Al- Salih Al- “Abdullah iba “Aabdul-"Aziz ibn T aAbdullabk
Zawd Shavkh Fawzan shudayyan ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The first question of Fatwa no. 19958

0 1: A man has sworn not to do specific matters in one oath at the same time. We know
that it is not permissible, or rather Makruh (reprehensible), to swear oaths repeatedly,
for Allah {Glorified and Exalted be He) says: « And protect your oaths {i.e. do not swear much). »

However, it is the weak human nature that may drive someone to do the things which he
has sworn not to do; and, thus, he has to offer Kaffarah {expiation). If he does one or
two of the things he has sworn not to do and offers Kaffarah for this, is he obligated to
offer another Kaffarah if he does the other things included in his oath later on? Or is one
Kaffarah sufficient if he does all the things he has sworn not to do?
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A I if he has sworn not to do many things but he does one of them, he should offer Kaffarah once.
He does not have to offer another Kaffarah if he does the other things, For example, if he says, "By
Allah, T will not do =0 or speak to so and =0, but he does both or either of them, he iz obliged to
offer one Kaffarah for breaking the oath. There is nothing wrong with making an oath when
necessary, if the person who swears is honest and sincere.,

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Mermber Member e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
Bakr Abu Salih Al- “Abdullah ibn “abdul-Aziz Al Al- | Cabdul-"Aziz ibn CAbdullah
Zayd Fawzan Ghudayyan Shaykh ibr Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.



Fatwa no. 4587

0: On Sunday night before sunset, I told my wife to turn off the television, but she
refused, I repeated my request several times, but she insisted on refusing, therefore, I
told her that if she did not turn it off, she would be divorced, but she did not. However, I
did not intend to divorce her, rather I only aimed at threatening and warning her to turn
it off, and I testify before Allah that she is my wife, and that I took her back, and Allah is
the Best Withess to what I say.

A If the reality is as you have mentioned, all that vou have to do is to offer a Kaffarah (expiation) for
a broken oath, which in this case is freeing a believing slave, or feeding ten needy people

{Part No. 23; Page No. 45)

of the average food that you provide for yaur family, it suffices you to give ten needy people five 53 's
(1 Sa =2.172 kg) of wheat, dates, rice or corn and the like of what you feed vour family, half a Sa”
far each, or you can clothe ten needy people, as much as a garment for each, but if you can not offer
either feeding ar clothing, you should fast for three days and it is better 1o fast them consecutively.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“abdullab ibn “abdullab b “Abdul-Razzag “abdul- "Aziz ibn "Abdullah ibn
a ud shudanyyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 20343

0: My daughter took an oath to observe Sawm (Fast) for two months when she would
get Talaq (divorce pronounced by a husband), because her husband was not a Multazim
{practicing Muslim). Eight years ago, he divorced her. Being a workingwoman, she
observed Sawm on Thursdays and Fridays, managing to complete fifteen days by this. Is
her Sawm in this way valid? Knowing that she is in good health, is it permissible for her to
pay Fidyah (ransom) for each day she will not fast?

Since the questioner did not mention whether the daughter had sworn an oath or made
a vow, His Eminence the Mufty (Islamic scholar qualified to issue legal opinions) sent
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a letter with no. 78/2 on 7/2/1419 A.H. to the questioner for more explanation. The
latter replied as follows:

Kindly be informed that my daughter did not make the oath verbally. Her intention was
to make an oath, not to make a vow. She intended to observe Sawm for two months and
did not decide to fast these days consecutively or separately. Yet, she wanted to fast
separately. Knowing that she observed Sawm for fifteen separate days, is it permissible
for her to pay Fidyah for the remaining days? If her Sawm for these days is not valid,
must she fast two consecutive months? Or does she proceed and complete the days she
has intended to fast?

A If the reality is as you mentioned that your daughter did not use actual words in making oath or
vow, but she had the intention to make an oath in her heart only, she is not obliged o fulfill the oath.
It should be noted that an oath is not effective unless the person uses the words of making an oath
by swearing by one of the Names or Attributes of Allah (Exalted be He), or the like. It was
authentically reported on the authority of Abu Hurayrah {may Allah be pleased with him) that the
Prophet (peace be upon him) said: "allah has forgiven my Ummah {nation based on one creed) for

the thoughts that cross their minds, so long as they do not act upon therm ar speak of them."» In
another narration, he {peace be upon him) said: .. for
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what crosses their minds. » (Related by Al-Bukhari and Muslim in the two Sahih {authentic) Books of

Hadith, Imam ahmad, A-Tirmidhy, ibn Majah, and others) Accordingly, vour daughter is not obliged
to observe Sawm, as she has done nothing that requires the fulfillment of an oath or a vow,

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Praphet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’



e mber e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman

Bakr ibn “Abdullah  |Salib ibn Fawzan Al- | Abdul- " Aziz ibn "abdullab Al “Abdul-"Aziz ibh
Abu Zawd Fawzan A |-Shaykh “Abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.
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The second question of Fatwa no. 6541
0 2: What is the ruling of Islam on those who swear by the Qur'an?

A The Qur'an iz the Speech of Allah {Exalted be He) both in word and meaning. Its speech iz one of
Allah's Attributes, so swearing by it is like swearing by one of Allah's Atiributes; so it is permissible.
May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet, his family and

Carmpanions!
Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abhdullab ibn “ahdullab b “Abdul-Razzag “Abhdul- "Aziz ibn "Abdullah ibn
Qa ud Ghudayyan & fify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.



The second question of Fatwa no. 20802

0 2: What is the ruling on swearing by Allah's Ayahs {Qur'anic verses)?

{Part No. 23; Page No. 48)

A It is permissible to swear by Allah's Avahs if intending to swear by the Qur'an, for it is of Allah's
Speech and His Speech {(Glorified be He) is of His Atlributes. However, if he intends by Allah's Ayahs
something other than the Qur'an, this will not be permissible.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet, his family and
Campanions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

Member Mermber Chairman
Bakr ibn - Abdullah Ao EEI':." Salin ion Fawzan Al-Fawzan | Abdul- Aziz ibn  Abdulla -5 =1

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.
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The third question of Fatwa no. 7699

0 3: In many cases, a man swears by placing his hand on the Mus-haf (copy of the
Our'an), is this right or is it enough to swear by Allah only?

A It is enough to swear by Allah without having to put the hand on the Mus-haf.
May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet, his family and

Cormpanions!
Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“abdullab ibn Qa ud “abdul-Razzag CaAfify “sbdul-"Aziz ibn Cabdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.
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Fatwa no. 18370

0: In our country, people are used to swearing by Al-Bukhari's Book of Hadith. If a
person loses hope in taking their right from their Muslim brothers, they make them swear
by Al-Bukhari, not the Qur'an. If they swear by the Qur'an, they might lie with a clear
conscience. However, if asked to swear by Al-Bukhari's Book of Hadith, they cannot lie.
What is the ruling on those who swear by Al-Bukhari and refuse to swear by the Qur'an?

A: Swearing, whether by the Qur'an or by Al-Bukhari's Book of Hadith is groundless in Shari ah
{Islamic law); it is done only by ignorant people. This habit should be stopped, and replaced with
swearing by Allah (Glorified and Exalted be He), not by the Qur'an, nor by Al-Bukhari's Book of Hadith
ar anything else.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

MWember Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
Salih ibn Fawzan al- “abdullahb b “abdul-"Aziz ibn Cabdullah Al “abdul-"Aziz ibn
Fawzan Ghudayyan A-Shaykh “Abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The second question of Fatwa no. 19044

0 2: a person broke his nath many times and has to offer Kaffarah {expiation) for
breaking his oath, but he does not recognize some of them because he often swears on
something and later breaks it until it has become a habit. How can a Kaffarah be offered
in this case?

{Part No. 23; Page No. 50)

A A Muslim is regquired to be cautious regarding the matter of taking oaths by avoiding them
whenever possible. Allah (Exalted be He) says, (And make not All3kh's (Mame) an excuse in your

oaths against your doing good and acting piously » Therefore, he should swear anly when needed. He

should also protect his oaths by offering a Kaffarah {expiation} if he wants to break them. Allah
(Glorified and Exalted be He) says,

(And protect your oaths (i.e. do not swear much).

Alz0, the Prophet (peace be upon him) said, By Allah, if He so wills; T would not swear on something

and later find something better but I {would break the oath) and expiate it and do that which is better
{or do samething which is better and give the expiation far my oath). » Related by Al-Bukhari and

Muslim and this is the narration of Al-Bukhari. (It was also related by Abu Dawud, Al-MNasa'y, Al-
Tirmidhy, Ibn Majah and Imam Ahmad.) If a person breaks many times the oaths he took on one
thing, one Kaffarah will be sufficient for him unless he offers a Kaffarah for the first oath. For
instance, a person may swear many times not 1o talk with someone but later talks with him, one
kaffarah will be required. If he swears not to do different things, such as not 1o talk or travel with
someone then talks or travels with him, he should pay one Kaffarah for each oath he breaks. A
Muslim should be cautious in similar cases by offering a number of Kaffarahs that makes him think he
iz probably discharged.

{Part No. 23; Page No. 51}

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Mermber Member e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
Bakr Abu Salih Al- “abdullah b “Abdul-Aziz Al Al- | Cabdul-"Aziz ibn Abdullah
Zayd Fawzan Ghudanyyan Shaykh ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.



Fatwa no. 19066

0: I was living with my family in a home in a small village in Abha. One night, my friend
told me that all the people of the village, except us, bought housing lands in a region
near the village. On Thursday night we went on the spot and chose a land adjacent to a
villager called 5a’d. On Friday morning, Sa’d brought someone to cultivate his land which
is separated from mine by a street. At 9:30 am, I came to find that the man had already
expropriated the whole land and enclosed it. I got into an argument with him concerning
the reason why he took hold of my land. He claimed that there was no mark to indicate
my land and that all the land belonged to him. I asked him to swear that there was no
mark and that the whole land was his and in return I would give it up to him. He agreed
to that and swore by Allah on what he said. Unfortunately, I

{Part No. 23; Page No. 52)

was not convinced and got into a dispute with him until another villager reconciled us by
dividing the land. 5a’d agreed, though he had sworn beforehand by Allah that I own
nothing of the land. I ask about the ruling on the fact that I made him swear, then I did
not accept his oath. Guide me, may Allah reward you with the best!

A: If the case is as you have mentioned that the reconciliation took place between you by mutual
consent, there will be no harm on vou, for the Prophet {peace be upon him) said, ¢ reconciliation

between Muslims is permissible except reconciliation that makes the lawful unlawful or the unlawul
lzwetuil, » The villager is to be blamed and is sinful if the oath he made was false.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon aur Prophet, his family and

Cormpanions!
Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
Salih ibn Fawzan Al- “asbhdullab ibn “abdul-"Aziz ibn Cabdullah Al “abdul-"Aziz ibn
Fawzan shudayyan A -Shavkh “abdullab ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.
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The third question of Fatwa no. 19966

0 3: I used to be a smoker, but twenty years ago one of my friends paid me a visit at
night. After a while, the Adhan {call to Prayer) for "Isha' (Night) Prayer was proclaimed
and I told him to go to the Masjid (mosque) to offer Salah {Prayer) in congregation.
However, he told me that the time due for offering “"Isha' Prayer is long and that he
would offer it when he returned home. I replied, "¥ou are a kind and virtuous man, but
you do not observe congregational Salah.” He said, "Although

{Part No. 23; Page No. 53)

you observe congregational Salah, you have a defect, which is smoking and smoking is
Haram (prohibited) because it is a bad practice." I told him, "Why do we not agree that I
quit smoking and you observe congregational Salah?" He said, "I doubt that you will be
able to fulfill your promise, but I agree.” i, thus, took an oath, saying: "Allah (Glorified and
Exalted be He) and His Messenger disown me on the Day of Resurrection if i smoke a
cigarette, a pipe, or a hookah."

All praise is due to Allah that I have quit smoking. But after ten years of quitting it, I
smoked for one or two days and then quit again. I have been meeting some of my friends
who smoke hookah for about five years, and I join them in smoking once a year.

My question is: Will Allah {Glorified and Exalted be He) and His Messenger disown me on
the Day of Resurrection and will my good deeds not be accepted, Allah forbid? Is what I
said considered an oath? If so, what should I do? Should I offer a Kaffarah {expiation) for
each one of the five times in which I smoked tobacco or hookah after quitting smoking
for twenty years? Please advise and guide me about what I should do to end the
obsession I am going through. May Allah reward you with Jannah {Paradise) and its
blessings and gather us all into it!

A The wording you said is not an oath. In fact, it is a commitment
{Part No. 23; Page No. 54)

to quit smoking and supplication against vourself if you ever smoke again. Accordingly, you should
repent to Allah, quit smoking, and be careful of befriending smokers, because smoking is Haram. May
Allah save you from it and accept your repentance!

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’




Mermber Member e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman

Bakr Abu Salin Al- “Abhdullab ibn “Abdul-"Aziz Al Al- | CAbdul-"Aziz ibn " Abdullah
Zayd Fawzan Ghudayyan Shaykh ibr Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.



The third question of Fatwa no. 20977
0 3: what is the ruling on swearing by saying "By the right of Allah?"

A It is impermissible to swear by anything except Allah or one of His Attributes, The right of Allak is
being warshipped alone while associating no parters with Him, which is an act done by the people,
s0 it is impermissible o swear by,

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

| Member | Member | Member | Chairman
Bakr Abu Zavd |Salih al-Fawzan | “abdullah ibn Ghudayyan | “abdul-"Aziz ibn *abdullah Al Al-Shaykh

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The first question of Fatwa no. 21025

0 1: What is the ruling on someone who repeatedly and unnecessarily swears by Allah?
{Part No. 23; Page No. 55)

He argues that the Prophet {peace be upon him}) used to swear a lot by Allah saying: "By
the One in Whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad" without anyone asking him to swear.
He also arques that Allah {(Exalted be He) swears by many of His created things and
swears by His Self {Glorified and Exalted be He) in the Qur'an without there being a need
for that.

A Repeatedly swearing by Allah about worldly matters is Makruh {reprehensible), especially when
there iz no need far it. This is based on the general meaning of the Avah (Qur'anic verse) in which
Allah {Exalted be He) says: (And protect your oaths {i.e. do not swear much). » Also, repeated

swearing may lead to belittling the Mame of Allah (Exalted be He).

The Muslim is required to swear by aAllah (Exalted be He) only for the purpose of assuring other
peaple about something, remaving any doubt they may have regarding it, or encouraging them to
believe what they say to be true. That was the reqular practice of the Prophet {peace be upon him}).

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member IWember Member Chairman
Bakr Abu Zayd |Salih Al-Fawzan | “Abdullah ibn Ghudayyan | “abdul- "Aziz ibn “abdullah Al Al-Shaykh

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 508

0: A man wanted to buy an item and when three models of it were offered to him, he
asked the seller which of them was the best.

{Part No. 23; Page No. 56)

The seller said: "Honestly, this is the best one." In fact, none of them intended to swear;
they just wanted to be honest with one another in telling the truth. Is this considered
Kufr (disbelief) and atheism?

A: If none of them intended by the word "honesty" to swear by someone other than aAllah, but just
wanted to be honest with one another, there is no harm in this, However, if their intention was
swearing by honesty, it would be considered swearing by something other than Allah, which is minor
Shirk {associating others with Allah in His Divinity or worship) and one of the gravest major sins. It
was related on the authority of "Umar ibn Al-khattab {may Allah be pleased with him) that the
Messenger of Allah {peace be upon him) said, (He who swears by anyone other than Allah iz a

dizbeliever or a Mushrik {one who associates others with Allah in His Divinity or worship), » Ibn

Mas ‘ud {mav Allah be pleased with him} said, "I would rather swear falsely by Allab than swear by
someone other than Allah even it truthfully,”

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member [ mber Deputy Chairman
“abdullah ibn Sulayman b “Abdullab ibn “Abdul-Rahman ibn “Abdul-Razzag
T Ghudayyan " Afify

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The eleventh question of Fatwa no. 5611

0 11: is it permissible to swear by Allah and His Messenger?

A: It is impermissible to do so, for the Messenger of Allah {peace be upon him} said, (Whoever

makes an oath should swear by Allah or elze remain silent, {i.e. He should not swear by anyone
other than allah.) ) And (Whoever swears by anyone ather than Allah is a disbeliever or a Mushrik

(one who associates aothers with Allah in His Divinity or worship, »

{Part No. 23; Page No. 57)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family

and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

| Member | Member | Deputy Chairman | Chairman
“abdullah ibn “abdullab b “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The first question of Fatwa no. 8818

0 1: People in our country usually swear by "honesty" only and do not swear by Allah
throughout their life. Is this permissible?

A Itis not permissible for a Muslim to swear by "honesty" because the Prophet {peace be upon him)
said, {He who swears by Amanah (honesty) is not one of us. )

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“abdullab ibn “abdullah b “Abdul-Razzag “abdul- "Aziz ibn "Abdullah ibn
a ud shudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The second question of Fatwa no. 15662

0 2: What is the ruling in islam on a Muslim who reads the injil (Gospel) and swears by it?

A: It is impermissible for a Muslim to read the Injil, for it is distorted, whereas the Qur'an
sUpersedes the undistorted parts, However, there is an exception for reading the Injil when a person
needs to read it

{Part No. 23; Page No. 58)

to refute the arguments of the People of the Book, but this is only restricted to scholars, Mareover, it
is impermissible to swear by the Injil in its present condition, for some of it is distorted and changed,
while these distortions are not of Allah's (revealed) \Words (Glorified and Exalted be He).

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdul-"Aziz Al Al- | Salib Al “Abdullab ibn “Abdul-Razzagq | Abdul-"Aziz ibn “Abdullah
Shaykh Fawzan Ghudayyan " A fify ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 363

0: One day while I was in a gathering, i swore by Allah three times that some people {i
meant some people in the world) love money more than the Shahadah (Testimony of
Faith). Did I make a false oath? If yes, which Kaffarah {expiation) must I offer?

A If the reality is as you mentioned that vou meant by "some people” some people in the world, you
did not make a falze oath. Most people are Mushriks (those who associate others with Allah in His
Divinity ar warship) who refuse to say there iz no deity but allah, and same are atheists whao deny
Allah's existence, However, it iz not a good thing o say this, and you should not make such an oath
as long as there is no necessity for it. You have to be careful regarding your oaths and vou must
confral your tongue.

{Part No. 23; Page No. 59)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member MWember Deputy Chairman
“abdullah ibn Sulayman b “abdullab ibn “abdul-R.ahman ibn “abdul-R.azzag
Mlani Ghudayyan " Afify

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 234

0: Someone has sworn that if he does something, his wife will be divorced. He has done
that thing forgetfully. He is asking about the consequences of the oath he has sworn.

A If the reality is as mentioned that the person has forgetfully done the act upon which divarcing his
wife is contingent, he will not be considered as having broken his oath. Allah (Exalted be He) says:
tAnd there iz no sin on you concerning that in which you made a mistake, except in regard to what

your hearts deliberately intend.

The Prophet {peace be upon him) also zaid: "allah has pardoned my Ummah (hation based on one
creed) for [their] mistakes and [their] forgetfulness and for what they do under duress."» That

persan is excused for not holding a willful intention to violate the oath, like the case of someone who
is asleep and is also excused for the actions he does while asleep. This view is attributed to Imam
Ahmad which he presented in his book Al-kKhulasah, The author of Al-Furu ™ states that this opinion is
mare preferable. The same opinion has also been adopted as preferable in the book of Al-Insaf, This
is also the same view held by Shavkh-ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, Accordingly, no divorce shall take
effect if that person has done this act forgetfully.

{Part No. 23; Page No. 60)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member IWember Deputy Chairman
“Abdullab ibn Sulayman b “Abdullab ibn “Abdul-R.ahman ibn “Abdul-Razzag
Mlani Ghudayyan " & fify

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.



Fatwa no. 343

0 1: A person paid fifty Riyals out of a hundred he owed his friend. When the recipient
denied taking the fifty Riyals after a period of time, he swore that his wife would become
forbidden to him if he did not pay fifty Riyals. So far, he believes that he paid fifty Riyals
and asks what he should do if he discovers that he really did not pay?

A 1: If the case iz as you have mentioned that the man swore, on hiz wife becoming forbidden to
him, that he truly gave his friend fifty Rivals of the money he owed, this does not lead to breaching
his oath, even if he later discovers that he was mistaken. aAllah (Exalted be He) said, (And there is no

zin on you concerning that in which you made a mistake, except in regard to what yvour hearts
deliberately intend. » The Prophet {peace be upon him) said, ‘Allah has pardoned for me my Ummah

for [their] mistakes and [their] forgetfulness and for what they have done under duress. » Also, the
ran did not
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have the intention to do so, and hence he did not break his oath. This is the opinion of many scholars
and the preponderant view in Al-Shafi y's Madh-hab {zchool of Jurisprudence) as mentioned in Al-
kKhulasah. It is said in Al-Furu ™ This is the preponderant opinion. It is said also in Al-Insaf: It is the
soundest opinion, which was chosen by Shavkh-ul-Islam Tagy-ul-Din ibn Taymiyyah,

0 2: A dispute arose between a man and his cousin over an accident caused by the
latter in a common threshing floor, and the man swore "by the prohibition" on removing
the remains of the accident. Later, reconciliation was made to keep the remains in their
place. What does the man incur as a result of this oath?

A: If the case is as you have mentioned that the man swore by the prohibition on removing the
remains of the accident, then they agreed to keep the remains in their place, he broke his oath and
has to pay a Kaffarah {expiation) for breaking it. The Kaffarah is feeding or clathing ten Miskins
(needy) or freeing a believing slave. If he can not afford any of these alternatives, he has to observe
fasting for three days, preferably in a consecutive manner. As the man did not specify that his wife
would be forbidden to him, and only swore by the prohibition on removing the remains of the
accident, the prohibition would not affect his marital relation with his wife,

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member e mber Deputy Chairman
“Abdullah ibn Sulayman b “Abdullah ibn “Abdul-R.ahman ibn “Abdul-R.azzag
flani Ghudayyan " Afify
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Fatwa no. 1296

0: he swore by Allah that he would not shake hands with women. Then, he attended a
meeting where he met female neighbors. he forgot his oath and shook hands with those
women. What should he do?

A If the case is as the guestioner mentioned that he shook hands with women, out of forgetfulness,
after swearing not to do this, then there is no blame on him, as Allah (Exalted be He) says, (Our

Lard! Punish us not if we forget or fall into error » It was authentically narrated that the Messenger of
Allah {peace be upon him) said, allah (Exalted be He) said in reply, "I did."» It was also narrated
that the Messenger of Allah {peace be upon him) said, (My Ummah has been pardoned for what they
do by mistake or forgetfully, or under duress. » If he does this in future on purpose, he should pay a

kaffarah {expiation) for breaking his oath, bearing in mind that he iz not permitted, according o the
Shari ah, to shake hands with women, unless they are of his Mahrams {(unmarriageable relatives)
such as his mother, sister and the like.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet, his family and

Carmpanions!
Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abhdullab ibn “Abdullab b “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul-"Aziz ibn " Abdullah ibn
Mani Ghudayyan " Anfify Baz
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Fatwa no. 766

0: My son used to delay performing the Fajr (Dawn) Prayer frequently. One day while he
was having a bitter quarrel with his wife, I interfered between them to solve the
problem. I failed to contain his anger. He treated me so badly that he was about to
punch me. I thought that he was not normal. As a result, I drove him and his children
out. When his uncle and cousins tried to reconcile me and my son, I took many oaths that
I would not permit him to live with me, to visit him in his house, to accept his food, or
even to greet him.

However, we need to be reconciled with each other, after not speaking for one year and
nine months. I fear that I will be sinful if I break my oath. I hope you will tell me about the
Kaffarah (expiation), whatever it is, [ must offer in this case. If it requires me to observe
Sawm (Fast), is it permissible - due to my old age and illness - to pay money or do
something else instead? It is noteworthy that this son, whose religious commitment and
rank have changed for the better, is the only son I have, and I live alone in my house.

{Part No. 23; Page No. 64)

A: If the parent has deserted his son due o the latter's mistreatment and frequent delay of the Fajr
prayver and has sworn not 1o talk to him, it is permissible for the parent o visit, greet, and accept the
food given by his son whose rank and commitment to Islam have changed for the better. The same is
true for the son. In other words, there is nothing wrong with them both to be reconciled with each
other as they were before taking the oaths. The parent is not obliged to offer Kaffarah, because the
oaths were based on the son's mistreatment and weak relationship with Allah (Exalted be He), Since
these things have changed for the better, the oaths are not effective.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member e mber Deputy Chairman
“abdullab ibn Sulayman b “abdullab ibn “abdul-Rahman ibn “abdul-Razzag
Mlani shudayyan " A fify
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The first question of Fatwa no. 4053

0 1: once I was extremely angry at my son and I swore I would punish him to teach him a
lesson that people would see or hear about.
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Nevertheless, my son acknowledged his mistake and I forgave him. What is the ruling on
this and do I have to make any Kaffarah (expiation)?

A: Since you breached your aath, you must make Kaffarah for it, as Allah (Exalted be He) says:
callab will not punish you for what is unintentional in your oaths, but He will punish you for your

deliberate oaths; for its expiation feed ten Masakin {poor persons), on a scale of the average of that
with which you feed your own families, or clothe them or manumit a slave. But whosoever cannot
afford {that), then he should fast for three days. That is the expiation for the oaths when you have
swarn. And protect your oaths (j.e. do not swear much). »

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullah ibn “Abdullah ibr “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 2391

0O: Firstly, when I was seventeen years old, I was shepherding camels and lost one of
them. I said, "D Allah, if I ever find my camel, I will never commit Zina {premarital sexual
intercourse)." After a while, Allah {Glorified be He) willed for me to find the camel, but
Satan and lust obsessed me

{Part No. 23; Page No. 66)

and I began looking for a woman who would agree to commit Zina with me. Allah (Glorified
be He) did not ease that matter for me although I was really intending to commit Zina
and tried hard to gratify my lust but in vain. I later regretted this, repented to Allah, and
stopped trying to gratify my lust. I have been keeping to my repentance ever since.

Secondly, I heard that the Kaffarah {expiation) for an oath is to feed ten Miskins {needy
persons). Some people say that it is to feed sixty Miskins. Which opinion is the correct
one? How can I find this number of Miskins and be certain that they are really in need? Is
it a condition to know that they observe offering 5alah (Prayer) or it is enough to decide
by their outer appearances? Is it permissible to feed a number of needy animals and
birds instead?

A: Firstly, if the reality is as you have mentioned, that you took an oath of not committing Zina but
you intended and tried to commit it and could not, vou will not be required to offer a Kaffarah for the
oath.

Secondly, the Kaffarah for an oath is o feed ten Miskins from the average food yvou provide for your
family, or give them five Sa ‘s {1 5a° = 2.172 kq) of wheat, dates, rice, or the food you provide for
your family; so that each one of the ten Miskins would be given half a Sa°. Other options are to
clothe ten Miskins or free a believing slave. If vou are unable to do =0,
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you must observe Sawm (Fast) for three days and it iz preferable to be consecutive, because Allah
(Exalted be He) says, (Allah will not punish you far what is unintentional in your oaths, but He will

punizsh you for your deliberate oaths; for its expiation feed ten Masakin {poor persons), on a scale of
the average of that with which you feed vour own families, or clathe them or manumit a slave. But
whosoever cannot afford (that), then he should fast for three days. That is the expiation for the oaths
when you have sworn, And protect your oaths (i.e. do not swear much). Thus Allah make clear to
you His Ayat (proofs, evidence, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) that vou may be grateful.

vou should exert yourself in finding the Miskins by examining their circumstances and outer
appearances in addition to cooperating with vour relatives, friends, and neighbors to know them.
Mareover, they should be observing the Five Obligatory Daily Prayers at their due times. It is not
sufficient to offer a Kaffarah by feeding animals or birds.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!



Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullah ibn “Abdullab ibr “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The first question of Fatwa no. 3475

0 1: A man has sworn by Allah (may he be Exalted) that he will not buy a television as
long as he lives. However,

{Part No. 23; Page No. 68)

an argument has taken place between him and his wife, who has left the house and went
to her family with her children; the youngest is ten months and the oldest is two and half
yvears old. The wife refuses to return to her hushand unless he buys a television. What is
the opinion in this regard?

A If the husband does not buy a television, there is no blame on him and he does not need to offer
k.affarah (expiation) for an oath. If he buys it, he will be considered as having broken his oath and he
has to offer kKaffarah. The required kKaffarah is to feed ten Miskins {needy persons) the average meal
that he feeds his family. It is enough o give them five Sa” {1 Sa” = 2.172 kq) - each of them half a
Sa - of wheat, dates, rice, carn, or any of the staple food. If he cannot afford this, be must provide
them with clothing or emancipate a believing slave. If he is unable to afford this, he must observe
Sawm (Fast) for three days; and it is preferable to fast them consecutively.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

| Member | Member | Deputy Chairman | Chairman
“abdullah ibn “abdullab ibr “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz
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The first question of Fatwa no. 3843

0 1: A man invited his neighbor to dinner, he kept sending him messengers to urge him to
come, and the host's wife asked him to send the food to the neighbor, but since he was
very angry, he swore by Allah that he would not send them any food.
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His wife once more asked him if she should send food to them, but he replied with the
same answer. At night, she told him that she had already given them food, her husband
said that it was okay, but she should not have told him about this, what is the ruling on
this?

A If the reality is as mentioned, the man has to offer a Kaffarah (Expiation) for a broken oath, Allah
(Glorified and Exalted be He) has mentioned its description in His Saying, (allah will not punish yvou

for what is unintentional in your oaths, but He will punish you for your deliberate oaths; for its
expiation feed ten Masakin (poor persons), on a scale of the average of that with which you feed
your own families, or clothe them or manumit a slave. But whosoever cannot afford {that), then he
should fast for three days. That is the expiation for the oaths when you have sworn, )

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

| Member | Member | Deputy Chairman | Chairman
“abdullah ibn “aAbdullab ibr “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz
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The first question of Fatwa no. 7459

0 1: Someone needed a small sum of money which he borrowed from his cousin. he swore
by the Qur'an to repay the money on a certain day, but he failed to fulfill his promise.
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He could not afford to repay the money on time. He has not repaid the loan yet.

A: There is no blame on him for failing to repay the loan on time if he proves insolvent,
Mevertheless, Kaffarah {expiation) for breaking the oath is required. The Kaffarah obligates him to
feed ten Miskins (needy persons), or pravide them with clothing, or emancipate a believing slave. If
none of these is affordable, he must observe Sawm (Fast) for three days; and it is preferable to fast
consecutively,

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upaon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Mermber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullah ibn “abdullah b “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn CAbdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 4568

0: one of my relatives proposed to my sister but I swore by Allah not to give her to him
in marriage because of former disputes between our fathers - may Allah be merciful with
them and all Muslims. It should be mentioned that my sister wanted to marry him, and
the whole family approved of this marriage. However, Allah turned Satan away from me -
May Allah guard us from his accompaniment - and I gave my sister to this man in
marriage according to Allah's Shari”ah {Islamic law) and the Sunnah of His Messenger
{peace be upon him). Does it suffice to fast for three days
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or to feed sixty needy people as a Kaffarah (expiation)?

A If the reality is as you have mentioned, you must offer a Kaffarah for a broken oath, which is
feeding ten needy people or clothing them, or freeing a believing slave, and if you do not find, you
should fast for three days, and it is preferable that you fast them consecutively.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member [Wember Chairman
“Ahdullah ibn Qa ud “Abhdullab ibn Ghudayyan “abdul-"Aziz ibn " abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The first and third Question of Fatwa no. 4976

01: What is the Shari'ah (Islamic law) ruling on masturbation? What is the ruling on one
who masturbates on a day during Ramadan? What is the ruling on one who swears an
oath thrice saying: "By Allah, by Allah, by Allah, I will not do this {masturbation) again
and then he does it again?

Al: This is not permissible and whoever masturbates during Ramadan commits a severer sin than
doing so at any other time. One must offer Tawbah {repentance to Allah), Istighfar {seeking
forgiveness from allah) and make up for the day when the fast was broken if Mani (sperm/vaginal
secretions that are released on orgasm) was secreted, As for breaking the oath not to repeat it, one
must offer one Kaffarah (expiation) for the oath even
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if the action is repeated several times, as it is an oath for one thing. Kaffarah entails emancipating a
believing bondsman, or feeding ten needy persons, or clothing them. If one cannot do any of these
things, they must fast for three days. The amount of food that should be served is five Sa's (153 =
2.172 kqg) of wheat, rice or a similar staple food of the country; each needy person receives half a
Sa . Az for the clothing, it is one garment for each needy person on whorm Salah (Praver) is
ohligatory.

032: A woman swore an oath that her son-in-law would not enter her house, but he did.
After sometime they reconciled. What is the Shari'ah ruling on this act, bearing in mind
that she did so in a fit of rage? What is the ruling if she did so while not being in an
angered state?

A3: If she sware the oath in a fit of rage that she did not realize what she said, there is no sin on
her. However, she must offer Kaffarah if she broke her oath as mentioned in the question. Kaffarah is
obligatory on her as described in the answer of the first guestion,

May Allah grant us success! May Allah's Peace and Blessings be upon our Prophet, his family and

Cormpanions!
Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’
e mber Mermber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullah ibn “abdullah b “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz
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Fatwa no. 5043

0: One day i received a guest at night and took an oath to slaughter an animal for him,
but he insisted that I would not do that. Kindly, give me a Fatwa (legal opinion issued by
a qualified Muslim scholar) in this regard.

A If the reality is as you mentioned, you have to offer Kaffarah (expiation) for an oath, The Kaffarah
obligates you to emancipate a believing slave, or feed ten Misking (needy persons), ar provide them
with clathing. If none of these is affordable, yvou must observe Sawm (Fast) for three days. aAllah
(Exalted be He) says: (Allah will not punish vou for what is unintentional in vour oaths, but He will

punish vou for your deliberate oaths; for its expiation feed ten Masakin {poor persons), on a scale of
the average of that with which you feed your own families, or clothe them or manumit a slave, But
whosoever cannot afford (that), then he should fast for three days. That is the expiation for the oaths
when you have sworn, )

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullab ibn Ghudayyan “Abdul-Razzag CAfify “abhdul-"Aziz ibn " abdullah ibn Baz
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Fatwa no. 5874

0: I had sheep which I lost for two days. Then a car owner came and told me that he
found sheep and cattle eaten by a wolf at 10:00 pm. i swore that if the sheep, which
were fifty, were safe from the wolf, i would sell them. Only two were eaten by the wolf,
s0 should i sell them or not?

A: If the case is as you have mentioned, you have two options: Either to sell them and there is
nothing else you should do or fo keep them and pay a Kaffarah (expiation) for breaking the oath,
which is feeding ten needy persons, on a scale of the average of the food which you feed yvour own
families, or clothe them or free a believing slave. It is permissible for you to give every poor person
half a Sa’ (153" = 2.172 kg) of wheat, dates, rice or the like.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon aur Prophet, his family and
Campanions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chair man
“abdullah ibn “abdullah ibr “abdul-Razzag “abdul- " Aziz ibn Abdullab ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz
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The fourth question of Fatwa no. 5528
0 <4: What is the "Laghu" oath?
A: "Laghu is that a man takes an oath on something he thinks is like what he said,
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only ta find that it is other than what he said. For example when a man swears that so and so is in
the house, then he finds that they are not; or when he says, By Allah, nol" "By Allah, yes!" without
intending the meaning of his swearing.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet, his family and
Cormpanions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Mermber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullah ibn “Abdullah b “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn CAbdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " A fify Baz
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Fatwa no. 5755

0: I am a married man and I have three children. I have taken an oath that I would marry
another woman. Having repeated that oath many times, I hope ¥our Eminence would
give me a Fatwa {legal opinion issued by a qualified Muslim scholar) concerning whether I
am obliged to marry another woman or not. I feel embarrassed because of my children
and I do not want any disagreements to happen between them and me. Am I to be
blamed for that oath which I have taken more than once and I am determined to fulfill it?
Please, answer me in written form in detail.

A: The oath you have taken to marry another woman is something good and encouraged, as it
increases the number of Muslims. If you do not fulfill your oath, you have to offer Kaffarah {expiation)
for an oath, which involves:
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Feeding ten Miskins {needy persons), or providing them with clothing, or emancipating a believing
slave, If none of these iz affordable, you must observe Sawm (Fast) for three days, for allah (Exalted
be He) says: (allah will not punish you for what is unintentional in your oaths, but He will punish you

for your deliberate oaths; for its expiation feed ten Masakin (poor persons), on a scale of the average
of that with which vou feed vour own families, or clothe them or manumit a slave. But whosoever
cannot afford (that), then he should fast for three days. That is the expiation for the oaths when you
have swarn. and protect your oaths {i.e. do not swear much). » Alsa, the Prophet {peace be upon

him} said: "By allah, if Allah wills, I do not swear an oath and then see something that is better than
it but I offer Kaffarah for my oath and do that which is better." ) In another narration, he {peace be
upan him) said: "I do that which iz better and offer Kaffarah for my oath."» (Related by Al-Bukhari
and Muslim)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullah ibn “Abdullab ibr “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz
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The fourth question of Fatwa no. 6299

O 4: i took an oath that i would not smoke, but Satan deluded me and i did. What should I
do?
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A: If you have swarn by Allah or by aone of His Atlributes, it is Wajib (obligatory’ on you to make
kaffarah (expiation) for breaking your oath, This Kaffarah is to feed ten needy people on a scale of
the average of that with which you feed your family, to clothe them, or to free a slave; preferably a
believer. If you are unahble to do any of these, you should observe Sawm (Fast) for three days. In
addition, vou must make Tawbah {repentance to Allah) and Istighfar (seeking forgiveness from Allah)
because smoking iz Haram {prohibited),

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upaon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Mermber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullah ibn “abdullah b “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn CAbdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz
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The third question of Fatwa no. 6763
0 3: What is the ruling on an oath that has been sworn but not fulfilled for a full year?

A: If a person swears an oath and breaks it, they have to offer Kaffarah (expiation) for an oath,
whether they break it before or after the end of a full year. If they do nat break it, there is nothing
due on them.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullah ibn “Abdullah ibr “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn “Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz
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Fatwa no. 7740

0: Some people asked me to buy a piece of land, but I refused. They told me that the
landowner wanted to sell it and that I ought to buy it. I swore by Allah (Exalted be He)
that if I bought this land, I would call myself a Jew. A short time later, I bought the land.
I was in a fit of temper when I swore an oath not to buy it. I am now confused with
regard to what I did. Please give me a Fatwa (legal opinion issued by a qualified Muslim
scholar) in this regard. what is the Kaffarah {expiation) for an oath? May Allah safequard
you!

A You must offer Kaffarah for breaking yvour oath. The Kaffarah involves feeding ten Miskins (heedy
persans) from the average meal that you feed your family, or praviding them with clothing, or
emancipating a believing slave. If you can afford none of these, you must observe Sawm (Fast) for
three days. You also have 1o make Tawbah {repentance to Allah) and seek Allah's Forgiveness.

{Part No. 23; Page No. 79)

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abhdullab ibn “aAbdullab b “Abdul-Razzag “Abhdul- "Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
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The first question of Fatwa no. 7804

0 1: One of my relatives is an architect. He made a design for my land, so I gave him
5,000 Riyals in an envelope, but he swore not to take it, and I swore that he must take
it, but he swore again. He did not take it. What is the ruling on this?

A I the situation is as you have mentioned, and vou swore by Allah or by one of His Attributes, you
have to pay Kaffarah {expiation) for an oath, which iz feeding or clothing ten needy people, or
emancipating a believing slave. If you cannot do either, you have to observe Sawm (fasting) for three
days. However, if you swore by anything else, tell us so that we can inform you,

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*
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The sixth question of Fatwa no. BO97

0 6: my wife often makes vows unnecessarily to the extent that she almost does so out
of habit, is this permissible?

A: Taking oaths without necessity is not permissible, for Allah (Exalted be He) says: (And protect
your aaths {i.e. do not swear much}, » Moreover, the Prophet {peace be upon him) said, «"Beware of
swearing; as it may sell (the commodity’), but it eraszes (the blessing). ") (Related by Muslim) The

Prophet {peace be upan him) mentioned sale specifically because it involved taking many oaths at the
time of prohibition. Howewer, one of the well-established rules is that consideration is given to
generality of the wording not to the specificity of the reason,

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullah ibn “Abdullah ibr “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
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The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 8558

0: A person went to work in Saudi Arabia, but he remained jobless for three months,
after which he worked as a doorman for a contractor. However, the contractor treated
him badly, causing him to become
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depressed and he swore by the Qur'an not to work as a doorman again, even for his own
brother. Because his health cannot endure any other kind of work, he was forced to
work as the doorman of a building and he is still working as such. What is the ruling on his
oath? What is its Kaffarah {expiation)?

A If the reality is as you have mentioned, this person must offer a Kaffarah for the oath, which is to
feed ten Miskins (needy persons), or o clothe them, or to free a believing slave. If he finds this
beyond his means, he must observe Sawm {Fast) for three days.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

| Member | Member | Deputy Chairman | Chairman
“Abdullah ibn “Abdullab ibr “Abdul-Razzag “Abdul- "Aziz ibn Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 8945

0: My mother is ninety years old. She is blind and paralyzed. She had a son who died in
1382 A.H., and he had children who are still living with their mother. she swore by Allah
that she would not leave her house until she die, but her family moved from their house.
It is so difficult for her to stay alone, so I took her home with me. She still reminds me
every now and then of the oath she made four years ago, and she still
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asks for a Fatwa (legal opinion issued by a qualified Muslim scholar). Should I leave my
home and children to go with her, or what should she do?

A If the situation iz as you have mentioned, there is no harm in leaving this house after they have
left it. Her intention was most probably to stay with her grandchildren to take care of them. However,
they left the house with their mother and left her alone there.

Thus, she does not have to pay Kaffarah (expiation) for the oath, and she does not have to go back
there. If she meant otherwise, please mention it, so that we can answer you accardingly.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chair man
“abdullah ibn “abdullah ibr “abdul-Razzag “abdul-"Aziz ibn Abdullab ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 8930

0: A relative of mine sowed dissension among members of my family and thus I took an
oath that I would never have any relationship or talk with him. It may be worth
mentioning that this man lives in the same house where I live and that he has stirred up
troubles several times before.

A If yvou talk to this relative, it will be \Wajib {obligatory) on vou 1o make Kaffarah (expiation) for
breaking your oath.
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The Kaffarah is to feed ten poor people on a scale of the average of that with which yvou normally
feed vourself, to clothe them, or o free a believing slave. If you are unable to do any of that, you
shiould observe Sawm (Fast) for three days.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“abdullab ibn “abdullab b “Abdul-Razzag “abdul-"Aziz ibn "Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 9110

0: A young man offered sincere Tawbah (repentance to Allah) and actually gave up
doing a certain sin for about six years. However, he reverted to sinning but the sin that
he used to commit was not a major one. He tried to make Tawbah again but he lacked
the determination. Therefore, he put his hand on the Mus-haf (Arabic Qur‘an) and swore
by allah and the rights of the Glorious Qur'an to stop sinning and not to return to it in the
future. Sadly, he committed this sin after a while. Afterwards, he felt great remorse,
made Du’a' {supplication) to Allah and wept. He gained the determination to make
Tawbah. It may be worth mentioning that the young man continuously performed Salah
{Prayer) throughout the entire ordeal. Is his Tawbah acceptable? What is the ruling on
that?

A: Firstly, If the reality is as yvou mentioned, the Tawbah of this yvoung man is valid, We hope that
Allab will accept it from him and protect him from sinning in the future.

Secondly, The young man must make Kaffarah {expiation) for breaking his oath. The Kaffarah is to
feed
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ten needy people by giving each one half a Sa” (1 Sa” = 2,172 kqg) of wheat or rice efc., to clothe
them, or to free a believing slave. If he is unable to do any of these things, he must observe Sawm
(Fast) for three days.

Thirdly, It is not permissible to swear by the rights of the Qur'an because the rights of the Qur'an
are to honor it and believe that it is the \Word of Allah. Thus, such rights are some deeds that we
have to do and it is not permissible to swear by a creature or its deeds. Rather, taking an oath is only
by allah (Glorified be He) or by One of His Names or Atiributes. The Prophet {peace be upon him)
said, ("If someone has to take an oath, they should only swear by Allah or be silent.")

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“abdullah ibn “abdullah b “abdul-Razzag “abdul- " Aziz ibn Abdullab ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.



The fourth question of Fatwa no. 9220

0 4: What is the ruling on anyone who, while angry, takes a vow not to do a certain thing
but then does it?

A: If the person iz in a state of extreme anger, to the extent that they became incoherent ar unable
to contral themselves where they feel compelled to utter such an oath, they will not have to make
kaffarah {(expiation). However, if the person's anger is normal and does not cause them o lose
control of themselves, they must make Kaffarah for breaking the oath. This Kaffarah is to feed ten
needy people on a scale of the average of that with which the person feeds their family, 1o clothe
them, or 1o free a believing slave.
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If the person iz unable to fulfill these options, they must observe Sawm (Fast) for three days.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“abdullab ibn “abdullab b “Abdul-Razzag “abdul-"Aziz ibn "Abdullah ibn
a ud Ghudayyan " Afify Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The second question of Fatwa no. 9767

02: I swore an oath by Allah that someone should not slaughter the animal. But he
disobeyed me and slaughtered it and I ate from it; am I to blame? Should I offer Kaffarah
{expiation) for my oath? If any, what is it?

A2: If the reality is as you mentioned, there is no sin on you if you eat from the meat of the
slaughtered animal, but you have to offer Kaffarah for breaking yvour oath, which is o feed ten needy
persons from the staple food that you eat, clothe them, or emancipate a believing slave. If you could
not do any of these things, you should fast for three days.

May Allah grant us success! May Allah's Peace and Blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his
family and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta*

| Member | Deputy Chairman | Chairman
| Cabdullah bn Ghudayyan | CAbdul-Razzag Cafify | abdul-taziz bn Cabdullah b Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.
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Fatwa no. 10412

0: When I was acting as a witness for my cousin M. H. to get citizenship, I made a
mistake. I told the officer that he was my cousin. However, the officer did not believe
me, s0 I swore an oath on it. I made a mistake in my cousin’s mother’s name, and gave a
name other than her correct name, although my intention was not to tell a lie under
oath. Please clarify whether I am considered sinful or not?

A IF yvou took the oath in front of the officer thinking that yvou were telling the truth, but the reality is
other than what you said under oath, you do not have o do anything.

If you knew that you were telling a lie under oath, you are considered to be sinful, and it is Wajib
{obligatory) on you to perform Istighfar (seek forgiveness from Allah) and Tawbah (repentance o
Allah), but you do not have to offer Kaffarah {expiation) for the oath,

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abhdullab ibn Ghudayyan “Abdul-Razzag " Afify “abdul-"Aziz ibn " abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 10468

0: I said to my wife, "By Allah! You have to do so and so0." She replied in return, "o, by
Allah! I will not do it." And that was the end.
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My question is: Would you please advise me whether I have to do anything for this.
When I said "By Allah!" to my wife, I did not intend anything by it; it was just a normal
oath. Please provide us with a Fatwa (legal opinion from a qualified Muslim scholar). May
Allah prolong your life and the lives of all righteous scholars. Allah is the Only One Who
grants SuUCCess.

A If yvour wife did not perform the Mashru® {Islamically acceptable) matter that yvou swore that she
had to do, you have to offer Kaffarah {expiation) for your oath. This is 10 feed ten Miskin (needy
people), giving each of them half a 53" (1 Sa' = 2.172 kq) of wheat or rice, clothe them, or free a
believing slave. If you are unable to do any of these things, you have to observe Sawm (Fasting) for
three days. Allah (Exalted be He) says: «Allah will not punish you for what is unintentional in your

oaths, but He will punish you for your deliberate oaths; for its expiation feed ten Masakin {poor
persans ), on a scale of the average of that with which you feed your own families, or clothe them or
manumit a slave. But whosoever cannot afford (that), then he should fast for three days, That is the
expiation for the oaths when you have swarn. And protect your oaths (i.e. do not swear much). »

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

| Member | Deputy Chairrman | Chairman
| Cabdullah bn Ghudayyan | CAbdul-Razzag Cafify | abdul-aziz bn Cabdullah b Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.
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The fourth question of Fatwa no. 10587

0 4: a man took an oath to memorize Surah al-Baqgarah, if he succeeded in his study. He
only memorized one Juz' (a 30th of the Qur'an), because he did not pay much attention
to memorizing and was preoccupied with other worldly affairs. What should he do?

A If the reality is as mentioned, he should offer Kaffarah {expiation) for an oath because he has not
memorized Surah Al-Bagarah. The Kaffarah involves feeding ten Miskins (heedy persons) from the
average meal that one feeds their family, or praviding them with clothing, or emancipating a
believing slave, If none of these is affordable, he must observe Sawm (Fast) for three days.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon aur Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

Member Deputy Chairman Chairman
“Abdullab ibn Ghudayyan “Abdul-Razzag CAfify “Abdul- "Aziz ibn " abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Fatwa no. 10885

0: My family consists of a father, a mother, five brothers, and two sisters. I am the
middle brother. My father works as a Khatib (preacher) in a Masjid (mosque}
administered by the Ministry of Endowments. He is used to direct us to follow the
Straight Path as established by Allah (Exalted be He) and His Messenger (peace be upon
him}, but none of my siblings pay heed to his advice.
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Whenever I try to advise my siblings to obey Allah (Exalted be He) by performing Salah
{Prayer), observing Sawm {Fast), being kind to neighbors, and adhering to the Sunnah
{whatever is reported from the Prophet), they make a mockery of me. This has driven
me once to swear to beat my younger brothers if they ever neglect to offer Salah in the
Masjid. My intention is to train them to observe Salah reqularly in the Masjid because
Salah is the cornerstone of Islam and the link which communicates a Muslim with his Lord.
This is based on the following Hadith in which the Prophet {peace be upon him) said:

"The Salah of a person wha lives near a Masjid will only be valid if offered in the Masjid."» I have

even beaten one of my younger brothers because he refuses to offer 5alah and always
lies about Salah. Sometimes when I ask him whether he has offered Salah or not, he tries
to evade the question or invent an excuse for not offering Salah. My mother has got
angry with me because of beating him. My brothers and sisters are in the habit of
listening to songs and watching immoral films, which aim at undermining the foundations
of Islam and diverting the attention of Muslims away from the Straight Path.

I am asking about whether or not I will be held accountable before Allah (Exalted be He)
for the sins committed by my siblings. Allah {Glorified and Exalted be He) says: (O vou who

believe! Ward off yvourselves and your families against a Fire (Helly whose fuel is men and stones,
over which are {(appointed) angels stern {and) severe, who disobey not, (from executing) the
Commands they receive from Allah, but do that which they are commanded.
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How does Islam view living within a family whose members are far astray from the path
of Allah {Exalted be He) and His Messenger? Do I have to observe Sawm for three days
to expiate for swearing to beat my younger brothers?

A: You are required to continue advizing and directing yvour siblings. ou can cooperate with your
father and righteous people in guiding them to the path of righteousness and distancing them fram
evil company; perhaps Allah (Exalted be He) will guide them. You should avoid them if they persist in
abandoning Salah. As for your oath, if you have broken it, you will have to offer Kaffarah {expiation,
which invalves feeding ten Misking {needy persons), or providing them with clothing, or emancipating
a believing slave. If none of these iz affordable, you must observe Sawm far three days,

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Praphet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!



Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“sbdullab ibn Ghudayyan “abdul-Razzag Cafify “abdul-"Aziz ibn Cabdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




The second question of Fatwa no. 11142

0 2: A man swore by Allah (Exalted be He) to do something after a week but he did it
after a month. Should he offer Kaffarah {expiation) for having broken his oath?
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A: If a person swears o do something after a week, but he does it after a month, he should offer
kaffarah for his oath. The Kaffarah is to feed ten Miskins {(needy persons), or to pravide them with
clathing, or to emancipate a believing slave. If none of these is affordable, he must abserve Sawm
(Fast) for three days.

May Allah grant us success! May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and Companions!

Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Ifta’

e mber Deputy Chairman Chairman
“sbdullab bn Ghudayyan “abdul-Razzag CaAfify “abdul-"Aziz ibn " abdullah ibn Baz

The General Presidency of Scholarly Research and Ifta'. All Rights Reserved.




Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Hortal ot the :

Fatwa no. 11157

0: At the beginning of 1986, I proposed to my cousin. A dispute arose within the family,
because I asked my cousin not to continue her education as we would not need her
future job. The reason behind my refusal that she should not continue her academic
education was because of the free intermixing of men and women which, unfortunately,
had spread in my country Morocco. It happened that my maternal uncle suddenly told us
that we had been breast-fed from the same woman. Upon this, some members of the
family sought the Fatwa (legal opinion issued by a qualified Muslim scholar) of a scholar,
who told them that we were not. He advised them to put their trust in Allah (Exalted be
He) and proceed with the marriage. 50 we did with the consent of her father that she
would not continue her education. We fixed a date
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for the marriage contract. On that very day, an unexpected event took place. When we
went to the Ma'dhun (marriage registrant) to sign the marriage contract, my maternal
uncle abruptly said, "0 shaykh! Write down in the contract that my daughter would
continue her academic education”. By then, my mother disagreed as that was
contradi