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(�): Subḥânahu wa ta’âlâ ‘The exalted’ 

(�): ‘Azza wa jalla ‘The glorified’ 

(�): Ṣalla Allâhu ‘alayhi wa sallam ‘Blessings and peace be upon him’ 

(�): ‘Alayhis-salâm ‘Peace be upon him’ 

(�): Raḍiya Allâhu ‘anhu ‘May Allah be pleased with him’ 

(�): Raḍiya Allâhu ‘anha ‘May Allah be pleased with her’ 

(�): Raḍiya Allâhu ‘anhumâ ‘May Allah be pleased with them two’ 

(�): Raḍiya Allâhu ‘anhum ‘May Allah be pleased with them’ 

($): Raḥimahu Allâhu ‘May Allah have mercy on him’ 
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We praise Allah, we seek his assistance, and we seek his forgiveness. We seek 

refuge in Allah from the evil of ourselves and our bad deeds. Whoever Allah guides, 

there is none that can lead him astray, and whoever he leads astray, there is no guide 

for him. I bear witness that none is worthy of worship except Allah (�).. He is alone 

and he has no partners. And I bear witness that Mohammed ibn Abdullah (�) is his 

slave and messenger. 

Allah (�) has raised the status of knowledge and its people in the Quran. Anyone 

who ponders over the verses in the Quran will be encouraged to seek knowledge and 

to learn more about Allah (�), the creator, and about the life that he has chosen for 

us. Allah (�) says in the Quran: 

J�Å�Æ�Ç�È�É�Ê��Ë��ÌÍKL MN��#(:PQ  
“Are those who have knowledge equivalent to those who do not know?” 

And Allah (�) says in the Quran: 

J�Ú�Û�Ü�Ý��Þ�ß�à�á���âãKLR�;'S���:TTQ  
“Allah will raise in station those who have believed from among you, and those who 

have been knowledge, he will raise them in ranks” 

Likewise, Allah (�) says in the Quran: 

J�̄�°�±�²�³�́µ�KL#U'5:VWQ  
“The only ones who truly fear Allah are the Ulama’ (i.e. the scholars, those who have 

knowledge).” 

Allah (�) has also commanded us in the Quran to turn back to the people of 

knowledge when we don’t know something. When there is something that we lack in 
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knowledge of the deen, then Allah (�) has commanded us to return to the people of 

knowledge. He says: 

J�J�K��L��M�N�� ��� ��� ��� ���O�P�QKL����8�Q  
“Ask the people of knowledge if you do not know”  

Suleiman ibn ‘Abdulmalik ($), who was one of the early khaleefahs of the 

Muslims, his khilâfah was between 96 and 99 of the first century of Islam. One time, 

he went with two of his sons to the great scholar of Islam ‘Atâa ibn abi-Rabâḥ, who 

was from the tâbi’een (the followers). And he was one of the most knowledgeable of 

the tâbi’een regarding Ḥajj. So Suleimân ibn ‘Abdulmalik, the khaleefah (amirul-

mu’mineen) went with his two sons to visit ‘Atâa ibn abi-Rabâḥ. Ibn ‘Asâkir, who 

collected this story, said that ‘Atâa was very unattractive in terms of his appearance, 

and he was a slave. He belonged to a woman in Mecca. He was blind in one eye, and 

then, at one point, he went totally blind. He also suffered from partial paralysis; he 

couldn’t move part of his body: one of his legs and one of his arms. He couldn’t even 

move! So you have the khaleefah of the Muslims going to visit this man because of 

his knowledge. When he got there, Ata’ was praying. He waited for him to finish 

praying. When he got done praying, Suleiman ibn ‘Abdulmalik and his two sons 

began to ask Ata’ about the rites of Ḥajj. As we mentioned, he was the mufti of Ḥajj. 

He benefited from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbâs (�). He began to answer the questions that 

they had about the rites of Ḥajj. At that point, he turned around, away from Suleiman 

and his two sons. Suleimân told his two sons: get up. When they left, he told them, he 

said: O my sons: 

� ���	�
��� ��	 �� ��� ����� �� ���  
Do not slacken in seeking knowledge, don’t be lethargic in your pursuit of 

knowledge because I will never forget the humiliation that we felt sitting in front of 

that slave. That is what he said: I will never forget how humiliated we felt. I am the 

(amirul-mu’mineen) and I am sitting in front of a slave. Why? Because I have to learn 
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how to perform the rites of Ḥajj. 

Notice the words that he says to his sons. He says:  

� ���	�
��� ��	 �� ��� ����� �� ���  

Don’t slacken; don’t be lethargic in seeking knowledge. This actual phrase comes 

in the Quran. Allah (�) told Musa when he was sending him to Pharaoh: 

J�i�j�k�lKL U:XVQ  
“You and your brother Hâroon, go to Pharaoh with my âyât” 

And then what did he say? 

J�m��n��o�p�qKL UQ  

“And don’t slacken in my remembrance” 

Don’t be lethargic in the remembrance of Allah (�), because the remembrance of 

Allah assists and aids the servant in everything that he does and makes things easier 

for him. So Suleiman gave his sons the same advice: do not slacken in seeking 

knowledge. This story has a lot of benefits to it. Perhaps we will go through some of 

those benefits. 

The first thing is ‘Atâa ibn abi-Rabâḥ was a slave. If you were to measure him by 

the standards of Dunyâ, he was nothing. But Allah (�) raised him because of his 

knowledge. So, by knowledge Allah (�) raises people. Otherwise, he would have 

been nothing; he was a slave, he was blind, he was paralyzed, etc.. 

The second thing is that even though Suleiman ibn ‘Abdulmalik was the khaleefah 

of the Muslims, he still had to make Ḥajj, he still had to pray, he still had to know 

how to pay Zakât, he still had to fast. So, even though he was the khaleefah, he still 

had to worship the king of the khaleefahs, the king of the kings, Allah (�). There is 

no way to fulfil that requirement of worship except through knowledge, by knowing 

the deen. Many people who have not tasted the sweetness of Eemân may wonder why 

somebody who has the status of a king would even care. He has money, he has 

power, he has status, all of the material things that he could wish for. But, those who 
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understand know that there is no true happiness and no real sense of peace except 

through the worship of Allah (�) because Allah (�) created us and He knows what 

is better for us than we do for ourselves. He is the one who informed us that it is 

through His remembrance that the hearts find tranquility. It is not through power, it is 

not through money, but it is through the remembrance of Allah (�) that the hearts 

find peace and tranquility. Allah (�) says: 

Já�â����ã�ä�å�æ��KL �#���1Q  
“Is it not by the remembrance of Allah that the hearts find tranquility?” 

And Allah (�) promised us that if we read the Quran, and if we follow its 

teachings, that we will not stray in this life, nor will we suffer in the hereafter. This is 

what he told our father, Adam, and our mother, Eve. Allah (�) said: 

J�½�¾��¿�À�Á�Â�Ã�ÄKL UQ  
“Whoever follows my guidance will not go astray, nor will he suffer any misery” 

If you look at the beginning of those âyât, where Allah (�) is talking to Adam and 

eve. He says: 

J�̄�°�±��²³�́�µ�¶�̧¹�º�»�¼��½�¾� �¿�À�Á�Â�Ã�ÄKL UQ  
So He says to Adam and eve: “descend from it” 

Descend from Jannah, because this is after Shayṭân had tricked them into 

disobeying Allah (�).  

“All of you together. Each one of you being an enemy to the other” 

Meaning that Adam and Eve and their progeny are enemies to Shayṭân and his 

progeny.  

“And, if guidance should come to you from me, then whoever follows my guidance 

will not go astray, nor will he suffer” 

Ibn Abbas (�) said in the explanation of this Ayah that Allah (�)has guaranteed 

for the one who reads the Quran and follows its teachings, that he will not go astray, 

nor will he suffer in the hereafter. And this is from Ibn Abbas; the one about whom 
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the prophet (�) said: 

Y ��� ����� �� !" �# $	 �% �� �&� $'�� ��� !" �( �) �� �� !(�	��Z  
«Oh Allah give him understanding of the deen, and teach him the interpretation of 

the Quran» 

Allah (�) goes on to say after that: 

JÅ�Æ��Ç��È�É�Ê��Ë�ÌKL U:TVXQ  
“And whoever turns away from my remembrance (i.e. the Quran, as many of the 

Mufassireen have said), then he will have a very difficult life” 

He will find his heart will be tight. This person externally may be from the person 

who has the most blessings. He wears the finest clothes, and perhaps eats the best of 

food, and he has the greatest house and the fastest cars or whatever the situation may 

be. But, a person who turns away from the remembrance of Allah (�) will without a 

doubt be in an ongoing eternal struggle because his fiṭrah, the way that Allah (�) 

created him, his natural inclination is towards the worship of Allah (�). So, there is 

something in him that is constantly calling him to the worship of Allah (�). 

However, he has turned away from that, and because he turned away from that he 

will be in a constant struggle with himself. And so, he will find himself depressed and 

he will go to the doctor. The doctor will give him medicine for anxiety and 

depression and everything else, and he will find that it doesn't him too much or he 

becomes dependent upon those drugs to constantly keep him in a state where he can’t 

even think about Allah (�). 

So, the person who turns away from Allah, Allah told us this in the Quran: 

JÅ�Æ��Ç��È�É�Ê��Ë�ÌKL U:TVXQ  
“And whoever turns away from my remembrance will have a very difficult life” 

And then Allah (�) says: 

JÍ�Î�Ï�����Ð�ÑKL UQ  
“And we will raise him on the day of resurrection blind” 
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That is he will be literally blind. He will say to Allah (�) as he is in this disgraced 

state: 

J�Ò�Ó�Ô���� ��Õ�Ö���×� �Ø���� ��� �����Ù��Ú��KL UQ  
“Oh my lord, why have you raised me blind and I used to be able to see” 

When I was in the dunyâ, I walked around like everybody else, I could see. Allah (�) 

answers him: 

J�A�B��� ��� �����C�D�EF�KL U:TV[Q  
“It is just like when our âyât came to you; you forgot them and you left them” 

J�G�H����I�JKL UQ  
“So, likewise, today you will be left and you will be forgotten” 

And as the scholars say:  

) �� �#�
��� �+�� �, �& �- !.� �/ �0���(  

“The reward corresponds directly with the action” 

So, this person who forgot Allah in this life will be forgotten on the day of 

resurrection, and this person who turned a blind eye to the revelation will be blind 

literally on the Day of Judgment. 

The point here is that even though Suleiman ibn ‘Abdulmalik was a king and a he 

was khaleefah and he had everything that a person could want, he still had to worship 

Allah (�) and he still recognized that there will be no peace of mind for him except 

through worshipping Allah (�) properly. 

The last benefit in shâ’a Allahu Ta’âlâ that we will mention from this story is that 

Suleiman, once recognizing the importance of knowledge, encouraged his sons to 

learn the deen and pursue knowledge. So, even though he had a great status and he 

was the khaleefah, [did] he want his sons to be doctors? No he wanted his sons to be 

scholars. He wanted them to be knowledgeable of the religion of Allah (�), without 

looking at the intention (he mentioned that he was humiliated, etc.). Without looking 

at his intention for wanting his sons to learn Islam, the Ummah is need of reviving 
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this advice, this naṣeeḥah, i.e. that we encourage our children to be scholars.  

There are so many Muslims today that when they see their children are bright and 

intelligent, and for example are the best in their class, they take them away from the 

religious aspects. They say: you should be a doctor, you should be a dentist, you 

should be a pharmacist, or an engineer, or something like that. When they see that 

they are smart and intelligent, they encourage them to seek knowledge of these types 

of things. There is nothing wrong with studying medicine or pharmacology or any 

other beneficial science. As a matter of fact, some scholars have specifically noted 

that the knowledge of these secular sciences that benefit the Muslims is (farḍ kifâyah) 

for the Muslims, that it is a communal obligation, that some of the muslims have to 

study this. However, knowledge of the religion is (farḍ ‘ayn) obligatory upon each 

and every Muslim. Now, that doesn’t mean that the details of the deen are obligatory 

on every Muslim but there is no doubt that there is a level of knowledge that every 

Muslim has to have. Every Muslim has to know how to pray. If a Muslim has money, 

then he has to know how to pay Zakât. Every Muslim has to know how to fast. Every 

Muslim who has the ability has to learn how to make Ḥajj. If a Muslim gets married 

then it is (farḍ ‘ayn), it is obligatory upon that Muslim to know the rights that his 

wife has upon him, and likewise for the woman to know the rights that her spouse has 

over her. What does that mean that it is obligatory? It means that the person who does 

not learn, but has the ability to do so, is sinning.  

So, brothers, it is very important to revive this advice amongst ourselves, amongst 

our children and our brothers, that we encourage people to learn the knowledge of the 

deen because we absolutely and positively need scholars. We need scholars, brothers. 

Every land needs scholars because there are nuances and dynamics that are particular 

to each land that need people who are from that land, who understand the dynamics 

of the particular land, and who combine that understanding with a deep sophisticated 

knowledge of the religion of Allah (�), so that with the permission of Allah, they 
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will be the people who search for the solutions to the problems that the Muslims face. 

We can’t leave this in the hands of mediocrity. If everybody that is smart and 

intelligent, if every child at the top of his class is pushed into secular sciences, who 

do we leave the study of the deen of Allah to? Okay, we have a doctor, he is 

excellent, and he is one in shâ’a Allahu ta’âlâ (Allah willing) who will help people 

become healthy physically. Who will help the souls and the hearts of the Muslims if 

we leave it in the hands of people who are under-achievers? There is no doubt that 

Allah (�) is going to aid his deen. The question is: will we be from amongst the 

people whom Allah (�) uses to aid it. 

For you brothers who have already started upon a path of knowledge, some of you 

may be in the Islamic University of Madeenah, take the advice of Suleiman ibn 

‘Abdulmalik when he told his sons: do not be lethargic in the pursuit of knowledge. 

Strive hard and recognize that yes there are times when the path becomes difficult 

and there are times when you will question: is this the right path, but believe me that 

it is a path that leads to Jannah. So, stay on the path and recognize that the Ummah 

needs you and the Ummah needs scholars. For the brothers that have already started 

the path, don’t suffice yourself with just taking a little bit from here and there. Try 

your best to be from among the future scholars of Islam. 

Allah (�) in the Quran commands us to ask the people of knowledge. In another 

surah where Allah (�) highlights the virtue of knowledge, he begins the surah talking 

about his mercy. As a matter of fact, he begins the surah with his beautiful name (Ar-

Raḥmân). This surah is amazing that he starts it with (Ar-Raḥmân), the Merciful, the 

name that indicates the great mercy of Allah (�) and the magnitude of his generosity 

and the vast nature of His mercy. Then, Allah (�) mentions the various 

manifestations of this mercy upon His creation throughout the surah. After each of 

those times He says: 

J�z�{�|�}�~KL) \�> �#��Q  
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“Which of your Lord’s favors will you deny” 

From the greatest manifestations of this mercy is knowledge, specifically 

knowledge of the Quran. What does Allah (�) say in the beginning of the soorah? 

Most of you memorize it. 

J�g�h�i�j�kKL) \�> �#��Q  
The first thing that Allah (�) mentions after mentioning His beautiful name is that 

“he taught the Quran”. That he taught people not only the words of the Quran but 

also the meanings of the Quran. The great scholar and mufassir ‘Abdurraḥmân ibn 

Nâṣir As-Si’di ($) ta’âlâ said: the fact that Allah (�) has taught us the Quran: 

] �� �;'�A 
1 ' �4
& ��� �E 
> �+ R̂ �� �> �+ �� R̂��
( �E�_ �1�, � �̀ �: ��a 
“This is the greatest mercy and the greatest blessing that Allah (�) has bestowed 

upon his servants, that he taught them the Quran” 

‘Abdurraḥmân As-Si’di also says in his famous poem that deals with the legal 

maxims - For those of you who are students of knowledge who have not memorized: 

) �( �� �_ �(% �R  ��� �b �% 
1� 
�  ��� 
" �b 
4 
R��a 

The poem that deals with legal maxims by ‘Abdurraḥmân As-Si’di, that is 

something I encourage you to do - in the introduction of this poem, he says: 

 
12222 �9 cE  �3 
N �822223 2222 �d�� �?  �12222�� �?  �� ��2222�� �+ �a   ] �1�22222 �9 �E 222222 �: 
� �e3  �, �  �, �1222222 �_ �E  ���222222 
� �� �)  
“Know, may you be guided, that the best of virtue or the greatest of Allah (�)’s 

favors is knowledge that removes uncertainty (shakk) and impurities (ad-daran)” 

So from the greatest benefits of knowledge is that it removes uncertainty and 

impurity, filth, from the heart. And what the word shakk, doubt, here is referring to is 

the disease of shubuhât, doubtful matters or misconceptions, misunderstandings, 

misinformation. And with the word ad-daran, filth or impurities, he is referring to the 

disease of shahawât, a person’s lowly desires. And every single disease that affects 

the heart of the child of Adam is from one of these two categories. The Shayṭân 

enters upon the child of Adam from one of these two doors: either the door of 
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Shubhah, some uncertainty that he has about the information that Allah (�) has given 

us in the Quran, or from the door of shahawât, some desires that he has.  

Shubhah causes a person to oppose something that Allah (�) or His messenger 

has informed us of. The shahwah, desire, causes him to do something that Allah (�) 

has prohibited or to refrain from something that Allah (�) has commanded him to do. 

So we have shubhah and shahwah. 

I am going to ask a question to make sure that we understand the difference 

between the shubhah and the shahwah. The shubhah we are translating as: doubts, or 

uncertainties, or misunderstandings, and shahwah as desires. A person has some 

money, enough to buy a decent car. He goes to the showroom to buy the car and then 

he sees a luxury vehicle, with all the options. He doesn’t have enough money to get 

the luxury car so he says: I really want that car, so I'll use the money that I have now 

as a down payment. I know that ribâ, interest, is haram but I can get a loan from the 

bank and then I will just pay off the rest of the car with the loan from the bank. So, he 

has done something that Allah (�) has prohibited. Is this considered to be shahwah 

or a shubhah? shahwah, he is following his desires. 

Another person lives in a western country and wants to buy a house. He finds 

somebody that is going to give him a loan at a 2% interest rate, a small amount. 

Somebody else told him that Allah (�) says in the Quran: 

J�W�X�Y�Z�[\KLf#bA��:VghQ  
“Allah has made buying and selling permissible, but he has made ribâ haram” 

He says: yes, but I read in the translation of Quran that ribâ is usury, and usury is 

not just any kind of interest, it is excessive interest. This here is a small amount of 

interest so there is no harm in doing so. So, he takes the loan. Is this a shubhah or a 

shahwah? This is a shubhah, a misunderstanding of the religion that needs to be 

cleared up.  

The only cure for both shubuhât and shahawât is knowledge. The only cure for 
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both a person’s uncertainties and following his base desires is knowledge because 

knowledge breeds yaqeen and ṣabr. It breeds certainty and it breeds patience. So, 

whoever has certainty then his certainty will serve as a shield or protector between 

him and the uncertainties and the misinformation and the misunderstandings. And 

whoever has ṣabr, whoever has that patience and perseverance, then he will refrain 

from things that Allah (�) has told him to refrain from, and he will also do the things 

that Allah (�) commanded him to do because he has patience. If a person attains 

these two qualities and is able to close the door on the Shayṭân, then he will reach a 

status in the deen that perhaps he didn’t even aspire to even though he should. That is 

Imâmah, he will become a leader in the religion of Allah (�).Allah (�) told us in the 

Quran, and many of you hear this Ayah repeated over and over every Friday, in 

soorat Al-Sajdah where Allah (�) says: 

Jn���m�l�k�jKL ����f�S:VXQ  
“And we made from amongst them imâms guiding by our commands” 

J�j�k�l�m� ��n�o�pq�r�s�t�uKL ����f�SQ  
Allah (�) made them Imams when they had ṣabr, patience, and when they were 

certain with the âyât of Allah (�). So, the person who has the ability, who seeks the 

knowledge that breeds certainty and patience, will find that his heart is filled with 

beneficial knowledge that will not have any place for shubuhât or shahawât. 

Knowledge of the revelation, and revelation is not only the Quran, it is the Quran and 

the sunnah of the prophet (�) because the prophet (�) did not speak of his own 

desire, as Allah (�) said: 

JU�T��S���R�Q�P�O�N�M��L�KKL����ESQ  
“It is only revelation that has been revealed to him” 

So, knowledge of the revelation is what gives life to the heart. That is why Allah 

(�) said in the Quran: 

Jµ��´�³��²�±�°�¯�®���¬�«¶�KLi'"�j�:VXQ  
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“Oh you who believe, respond to Allah and to his messenger when he calls you to that 

which gives you life” 

Meaning that: everything that Allah (�) sends down and everything that He 

taught the prophet (�) and the prophet conveyed to us - all the revelation - brings 

life. 

J�¾�½�¼�»�º�¹�¸KLi'"�j�:VXQ  
“And know that Allah (�) intervenes between a person and his heart” 

If a person does not respond to Allah and his messenger, he should fear some type 

of fitnah, he should fear that Allah (�) will come between him and his heart. Many 

of the scholars of tafseer mention in this particular âyah that it is upon the believer to 

constantly make the du’âa: 

Y �4����5 6�	 �% ��7 �	 �8 �9$7 �: �;<!	 !)��� �$	 �) !- ���Z  
“Oh tuner of the hearts, make my heart firm upon your deen” 

Because you don’t want Allah (�) to come between you and your heart, and one 

of the reasons is that a person does not respond to the call of Allah and his messenger 

(�) when they call us to that which gives us life.  

There are other âyât in the Quran that indicate that Allah’s revelation is what 

brings life to the heart: 

Student reads: 

J��¹���¸�¶�µ��´��³�²�±����°� �̄®�¬�«�ª�©��¨�����§�¦�¥�¤�£�¢�¡��
º»�Æ�Å�Ä�Ã�Â�Á�À��¿�¾�½��¼Ç�Î�Í�Ì������Ë�Ê�É�ÈKL�3����Q  

Wallahi we shouldn’t just listen to the Quran without pondering. Ponder over 

these âyât. In it you will find some subtleties from pondering the book of Allah (�) 

that you won’t find anywhere else obviously because it is the speech of Allah. Allah 

(�) says in these âyât: 

“Has not the time come for those who have believed that their hearts should become 

humbly submissive (that there should be khushoo’ in their hearts) at the 



  

  

15 The Importance of Knowledge 

Attafreegh Group for 
Islamic Lectures and Research 

www.attafreegh.com 

remembrance of Allah and what has come down of the truth” 

The remembrance of Allah here, as many of the scholars of tafseer say, is the 

Quran, so that their hearts should become submissive and humble when hearing the 

book of Allah (�). 

“And let them not be like those who were given the book, or the scripture, from 

before, and a long time passed, the time of heedlessness passed over them, and so 

their hearts became hard” 

And when Allah (�) talks about a hard heart in the Quran, he is talking about a 

dead heart. 

“And many of them are openly disobedient” 

Allah (�) then says: 

J�Æ�Å�Ä�Ã�Â�Á�ÀÇKL�3����:TgQ  
“Know that Allah brings life back to the earth after it has died” 

What is the relationship between this ayah and the previous one? In shâ’a Allah 

we will talk about that in a second. And Allah says: 

“And we have made clear to you the signs, so that you may reflect and so that you 

may understand” 

If you reflect over that, Allah (�) is telling us here that just like Allah brings life 

back to the earth by sending rain down from the sky, that land that is barren, it is dry 

and hard and it doesn’t have any plants coming out of it, Allah (�) sends down rain 

from the sky and brings life back to earth. Likewise, Allah brings life back to the hard 

hearts through the revelation that he sends down from the heavens. If we reflect over 

these âyât, then we see that it is the knowledge of revelation that brings life back to 

the heart. So, knowledge is what nourishes the heart the same way that food 

nourishes the body, and knowledge is what serves as a barrier between you and the 

Shaytân. 

Perhaps the last thing we will talk about as it relates to the virtue of knowledge is 
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to look very briefly at the first story in the Quran. What is the first story in the Quran? 

It is the story of the creation of Adam. Wallahi, if you ponder over these âyât, In shâa 

Allah there will be no doubt left in your mind that the virtue of knowledge is the 

virtue that Allah (�) gave to Adam from the beginning. It is the quality and the trait 

that Allah (�) gave to Adam that distinguished him from the Angels even. So, let us 

listen to these âyât in shâa Allahu ta’âlâ from the beginning of sooratul-Baqarah and 

then we will go over it little by little to digest the meaning. Digest the meaning in the 

sense that in shâa Allah you never look at this story again in the same way that you 

looked at it now. In other words, that once you hear the explanation in shâa Allah, 

every time you read it after that you will be thinking about the tafseer of these âyât 

by the will of Allah. Go on: 

J�A�B�C�D�E�F�G�H�IJ� �K�L�M�N�O�P�Q�R�S��T�U�
V�WX�Y�Z�[�\�]�̂��_KLf#bA��Q  

We will take it verse by verse in shâa Allah. Allah (�) here begins with the story 

of the creation of Adam. He says: 

“So, remember when we said to the angels that we are going to make a khaleefah in 

the earth. The angels said to Allah (�): are you going to put on earth someone who 

is going to cause corruption and cause bloodshed?” 

J�S��T�U�V�WX�KLf#bA��:klQ  

“And we are the ones who sing your praises and sanctify you” 

Allah (�) responded by saying 

J�Z�[�\�]�̂��_KLf#bA��Q  

“I know that which you don’t know” 

So, Allah (�) qualifies the decision to put a khaleefah in the earth by His 

knowledge. And then he says: 

J�̀�a�b�c�d�e�f�g��h�i�j�k�l�m� ��n�oKLf#bA��Q  

He says: 
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“So, he taught Adam the names, all of them, and then he showed them to the angels” 

Notice, what did he do with Adam? He taught him, ‘allama, ‘ilm = knowledge. He 

gave him the knowledge of the names of everything, and then he showed these things 

to the angels:  

“and He said: inform me of their names if you are truthful” 

Jp��q�r�s�t�u�v�wx�y�z�{�|� � ���}KLf#bA��Q  

“They said: exalted are you, Allah (�), we don’t have any knowledge except for the 

knowledge that you have given us. Indeed, you are the Knowledgeable and the Wise” 

So, here the angels are praising Allah (�) through his name Al-’Aleem, the one who 

is the All-Knowledgeable, and Al-Ḥakeem, the one who is All-Wise. 

Ja�`�_�~bKLf#bA��:kkQ  

“So then, He told Adam: tell them the names of these things” 

That is an aspect that made Adam superior in knowledge to the angels.  

Jc�d�e�f��g�h�i�j�k�l�m�n�o�p��q�r�s������t�uKLf#bA��Q  

“So, when Adam informed them of the names of everything, Allah (�) said to them: 

did I not tell you that I am the one who knows the unseen affairs of the heavens and 

the earth, and I know everything that you reveal and everything that you conceal” 

I know the things that you conceal and reveal. It is all going back to knowledge. 

And then right after Allah (�) mentions the creation of Adam, and that he is going to 

put Adam on earth, and that he has given him this virtue and favor of knowledge, he 

then commands the angels to prostrate to Adam as a way of honoring Adam for the 

knowledge that he had. 

What I want you to do is keep this in mind. This conversation, if you will, 

between Allah (�) and the angels about Adam. Think about that when you think 

about the way that Allah (�) honors the children of Adam who have gathered for the 

sake of knowledge. Allah (�) honors them and mentions them to the angels. Actually 

Allah (�) brags about the children of Adam who have come together for the purpose 
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of knowledge. He brags about them to the angels.  

Abu Sa’eed Al-Khodry (�) mentioned that Mu’âwiyah ibn abi-Sufyan (�) 

went to the masjid and saw people sitting in a circle, meaning: ḥalaqah. Mu’âwiyah 

said to them: 

]? �E �n ���9 �o�, ' �(a  
“What is it that has caused you to sit here?” 

Why are you sitting here? They said: 

] ��� �# �G �̀ �� '�� ���9 �oa  
“We have sat here to remember Allah” 

That is it. So, Mu’âwiyah said to them: 

]? �p� �$ �=
� �E �n ���9 �o�, ' �( �Da  
“You swear by Allah that is the only reason that you are sitting here (i.e. to 

remember Allah?)” 

They said: 

] �p� �$ �=
� '�� ���9 �o�, ' �( 
�� ��a  
“We swear by Allah that we are only sitting here to remember Allah, for that reason” 

Mu’âwiyah then said (�): 

“I have not asked you to make an oath because I am accusing you of lying, but 

indeed the prophet (�) entered the masjid and saw people sitting in a circle. The 

prophet (�) then asked them: why are you sitting here? They said:” 

]'���� �9 �1 
 
& �) �( �� 
q �6 �-
 �r
� '��� �� �: ' �( C�9 �1 �� �� �� ���� �� ��� �# �G �̀ �� '�� ���9 �oa  
“We are sitting here to remember Allah and the favor that he has bestowed upon us 

by guiding us to Islam” 

These are the Ṣaḥâbah sitting in the masjid remembering Allah. Here is a side 

point that remembering Allah here is not sitting in the masjid saying: Allah, Allah, 

Allah…, or mentioning some of Allah’s names. They are remembering the favor that 

Allah (�) has bestowed upon them by guiding them to Islam, by guiding their hearts, 
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and what a great virtue that is. The prophet (�) said to them: 

Y? �>� �? ���@ �� !A �B�	 �,�C � �- DEZ  
“By Allah, you have only sat here for that reason?” 

And they said to the prophet (�): 

] �p� �$ �=
� '�� ���9 �o�, ' �( 
�� ��a  
“By Allah, we have only sat here for that purpose” 

So the prophet (�) said to them: 

Y ��� !� !A�F � �G��7 !� �D� �H�C ��I �J�7 �K�� �� !���J�7 �, ��I� ���C �&�A�� �� , �� !A�� MN �# �(!� �� !A �O�	 �P� �Q�C ���� �$I�@ � �-�C �# �N �A�R �SZ  
“I have not asked you to swear by Allah (�) because I am accusing you of lying, but 

Jibreel came to me and told me that Allah brags about you all to the angels” 

This hadith is collected by Imam Muslim. So, what we see is that when the 

children of Adam come together to pursue that quality that their father was given, the 

quality of ‘ilm, then Allah (�) mentions them to the angels the same way that Adam 

was mentioned to the angels. Subḥâna Allah, this is a very deep concept that Allah 

(�) will actually mention his servants, the weak human beings, to the angels. But this 

is what Allah (�) has promised us. This is what the prophet (�) has promised for 

those who go out and pursue knowledge as the prophet (�) said: 

Y � �	 �� � M)��J �� �4�	 �Q �& �- �N�� �0��� 6���@ � M)��J �� �"�F !"�� !D� �� �( �Q � M# �	 �% �"��� !+�#Z  
“Whoever traverses a path of knowledge, Allah (�) will make easy for him the path 

to jannah” 

Right after that in the same hadith, the prophet (�) says: 

Y ��� TU �< �8 �V �#� �,� � �- �� �W �� ,!N����A �B�� !��(�� �	 �% �9�� �/ �I ���@ �� !(�����F !" �I< !Q �X� �'� �� �� ,�D� �;�� �Y �H<!	� �� �D� �Z<!�!F �& �- [9���F ,!N �# �\ �J�� !� !(� �� �]
 !̂ �'�� �% �& �#��� !D� !� !G �J �Y �? �� ,!N �A�R �S �#��� !� !(� �O �\ ��Z  

The prophet (�) says: 

“And there is not a people who gather in one of the houses from the house of Allah 

reciting the book of Allah and studying it among themselves except that tranquility 

descends upon them, and the mercy of Allah (�) penetrates the gathering, and the 



   

 

     

20 By Sheikh: Tahir Tahir Tahir Tahir WyattWyattWyattWyatt    

Attafreegh Group for 
Islamic Lectures and Research 

www.attafreegh.com 

angels surround the gathering, and Allah (�) mentions them (the people of the 

gathering) to those who are close to him (the angels)” 

So, there are four rewards for everyone who comes to the house of Allah (�), 

who sits down in a circle of knowledge. There are four different distinct rewards that 

person gains, and four benefits that person gains: 

1- The first is that sakeenah comes down. Allah (�) sends down tranquility. And as 

you sit in this type of gathering, perhaps something was bothering you before. 

When you sit here subḥâna Allah it is like it goes away, because there is a 

tranquility that overcomes the gathering.  

2- And Allah (�)’s mercy penetrates the gathering. Just from a person sitting here, 

his sins are being forgiven, as many of the scholars say that: there is no way 

Allah’s mercy penetrates the gathering except that it removes the sins. 

3- And the angels surround the gathering. So, every gathering to remember Allah 

(�), including this gathering by the permission of Allah (�), has angels 

surrounding it. 

4-  And Allah (�) mentions the people of the gathering to those who are with him. 

Here is a really subtle point because many of us don’t really ponder over what that 

means. We like to be recognized by people for some accomplishment. May be you 

got a degree or a promotion at work or whatever the situation may be, some 

accomplishment that you made, or something good that you did. And people 

recognize you for that. They call you and say that we’ve heard that such and such 

happened, congratulations. Maybe they print your name in the paper, or mass 

emails go out. So, it is something that you might feel happy about because the 

people are mentioning you in a good light to other people. What about Allah (�) 

when he mentions you to the angels. 

��8���j�ikKLڳ﴿�:[lQ  
So, these are the things that we should strive for in shâa Allahu ta’âlâ, and we 
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should recognize that being here right now in the masjid of the prophet (�). The 

masjid that is second only to al-masjid al-haram. The masjid about which the prophet 

(�) said:  

“praying in it is better than a thousand times the prayer anywhere else except for 

al-masjid al-haram” 

That Allah (�) has guided you to be here is a tremendous blessing, wallâhi, 

because the distractions are many. The distractions from the worship of Allah (�) 

and especially from seeking knowledge are many. As a matter of fact, it is 

historically unparalleled. We live in an era that is historically unparalleled when it 

comes to distractions. People of the past if they wanted to be distracted on a major 

level, if they wanted to be entertained, they had to leave the house and go 

somewhere. Go to a gathering, a theatre, a cinema, or something, so that they may be 

distracted or entertained. And then, the television was invented and people brought 

television into their homes to the point that a person could sit in front of the idiot box 

for hours on end and be entertained and never have to go anywhere. He could just sit 

down and entertain himself, and distract himself from the remembrance of Allah (�). 

That was at the beginning when it was black and white with a couple of channels. 

Then, the satellite was introduced. Instead of watching TV for two or three hours, 

people began to watch TV for four or five hours a day. We seek refuge in Allah (�). 

How can a person watch TV more than they read the Quran, and more than they pray, 

combined? Subḥâna Allah.  

But that wasn’t enough for Shayṭân to take the servants of Allah (�) off the path 

of Allah. So, it went from leaving the house to staying in the house to, after that, we 

now have smart phones and tablets. Wherever you might be, on the go, on the bus, in 

the bathroom, you can have this thing entertaining you, playing games or whatever, 

or watching things, or listening to things. At work, when your boss is not watching, 

or in school, when the teacher is not looking, you play on the phone. The distractions 
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of this era are unparalleled. So, the fact that Allah (�) has guided us away from these 

distractions to the masjid of the prophet (�) is a tremendous blessing that deserves to 

be thanked. 

We thank Allah (�) for this blessing. And if you are guided to thanking Allah (�) 

for that blessing, then you thank Allah for having thanked Him for the blessing. It 

creates a perpetual cycle of thanking Allah (�) because if you are thankful to Allah 

(�), He will give you an increase. So, we use this time to refocus and to be away 

from the distractions, and to hope for Allah (�)’s guidance to that which is pleasing 

to him, and to get understanding of the religion of Allah (�). Hopefully, this is a sign 

that Allah (�) wants good for us, because the prophet (�) said: 

Y �&� $'�� ��� !" �( $) �O !� � MJ�� �K �"�F !D� �5�J!� �& �-Z  
“Whoever Allah wants good for, he will give him understanding of the religion” 

After that introduction, if it can be called an introduction, these sittings in shâa 

Allahu ta’âlâ are going to be dedicated to the study of a very important book. A book 

that has spread throughout the world, not only the Muslim world but the world in 

general. It is probably one of the most famous books amongst the Muslims, maybe 

after the Quran. The book that these lessons are going to be dedicated to is extremely 

important. It is a book that because of its importance and its comprehensive nature, 

no Muslim, especially a student of knowledge, can do without. Many of you have 

heard about the book already. Perhaps some children have memorized the book. For 

centuries, scholars have recommended that this be the book that you start with. 

Whether you start the path of seeking knowledge, or whether it is that you just want a 

general study of Islam. This book is the “Forty Hadith” of imâm an-nawawy ($). 

What is the “forty hadith” of imâm an-nawawy? Is it “forty hadith” that he narrated 

himself or what exactly is “forty hadith” of imâm an-nawawy? 

It is important for us to know the book that we are going to study, so that we know 

how to study. “Forty Hadith” of imâm an-nawawy is a compilation of ahâdeeth. The 
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origin of it is that there was a great scholar of hadith by the name of Ibn-Aṣ-Ṣalâḥ. He 

used to have sittings of hadith. In those sittings, he noticed that there were some 

ahâdeeth that were very comprehensive, or they were foundations of an aspect of the 

religion of Islam. So, he gathered them all in one place. They were known as: 

] �R�� .9 �n ��� �s3
;' �>� �j�a  
Or the comprehensive ahâdeeth. There were twenty-six hadith. Yaḥyâ ibn sharaf 

an-nawawy ($), a great scholar, came along and looked at those ahâdeeth and 

realized that there were other ahâdeeth that should be added to these twenty-six. So, 

he added sixteen hadith. The number became forty-two, so why is it called “the forty 

hadith”? Well, they rounded down to make it easy for people to say. So, we say the 

forty hadith instead of saying the forty-two hadith. It is actually forty-two hadith. 

Some of you are familiar with the book, you may have been confused at one point or 

another why it is called the forty hadith and there are actually forty-two hadith.  

His intention was to collect all of the ahâdeeth where the scholars have said about 

that particular hadith: 

] 
 �� �9 �1 
)3 .��� �+� �� �(a  
“That the religion of Islam revolves around this hadith” 

Or perhaps they said that this hadith is: 

] 
)3 .��� �t �u
�a  
“half of the deen” 

or a third of the deen, or a fourth of the deen. All of these are actually part of the 

collection of al-imâm An-nawawy. 

These ahâdeeth have extreme importance because they serve as the foundation for 

the religion. Every Muslim, not just the student of knowledge, his highest aspiration 

should be to understand the revelation. That is the speech of Allah (�) and the 

sunnah of the prophet (�), because this in fact was one of the objectives behind 

Allah (�) sending the prophet as is mentioned in many ayat in the Quran. For 
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example in soorat al-jumu’ah, Allah (�) says: 

J�a�`�_��^����������������]�\�[�Z�Y�X�W�V����U�T�S�R�Q�P�O�N

c�bKLR��S��Q  
“He is the one who sent among the unlettered (those who have not received scripture 

before, the Arabs) a messenger from amongst them. He recites the âyât and he 

purifies them and he teaches them the book and he teaches them the ḥikmah 

(wisdom)” 

Al-imâm As-Shafi’y ($) said: anytime you see: the book and the wisdom, Allah 

is talking about the Quran and the sunnah. The book being the Quran and the wisdom 

being the sunnah of the messenger (�). And notice that there's no repetition. Allah 

(�) says: 

J��W�V����UKLR��S��:VQ  

“He recites to them the verses” 

And He also says that "he teaches them the book". So, the recitation is different 

than the teaching. The prophet (�) recited the âyât, but he didn’t just stop at 

conveying the words, he also taught the meanings of the Quran. He taught them to the 

ṣaḥabah. The ṣaḥabah took those meanings and they taught them to the tâbi’een 

(followers). This is what the scholars mean when they say: 

] �4 �5 
t�9 ���� �Ea  
Understand Islam the way that the ṣaḥabah understood Islam from the prophet 

(�) who taught them directly as Allah commanded him to do in the Quran. 

There are other âyât that indicate the same meaning, but the point is that it is 

therefore the highest aspiration of every Muslim to understand the revelation. So, by 

studying these ahâdeeth in shâa Allahu ta’âlâ, the forty hadith of al-imâm An-

nawawy, we are also going to study by the permission of Allah the eight hadith that 

Ibn Rajab added to those forty two. Forty two plus eight is fifty. And he explained 

them in a tremendous book called: 
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] 
E �n 
���� �� 
q%�9 �� ��� �v
(' �oa  
“The Compendium of Knowledge and Wisdom” 

And it is as its name says. It is an amazing book by Ibn Rajab. It is without a 

doubt the most expansive and the best explanation of the forty ahâdeeth of al-imâm 

An-nawawy. So, in shâa Allahu ta’âlâ, our study is going to be on Saturdays, 

Mondays, and Wednesdays between Maghrib and ‘Ishâa, after Maghrib immediately 

by the permission of Allah. 

In shâa Allahu ta’âlâ in the next lecture, we are going to begin with the 

introduction of al-imâm An-nawawy along with some of the other important aspects 

of the forty hadith. 
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