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Exhibition Islam

Exhibition Islam is an independent,
UK registered charity that specialises
in promoting a greater understanding
of Islam in the international arena.

Exhibition Islam utilises alternative
educational resources and rare Islamic
artefacts to deliver highly professional
“museum style” exhibitions that allow
visitors to discover the richness and
intensity of the Islamic faith in a
friendly environment.

Exhibition Islam has exhibited at over
1300 venues, including major
exhibition centres in the United
Kingdom, Denmark, Norway, UAE,
Qatar and South Africa. Having
attracted in excess of 1 million visitors
over the past 15 years, Exhibition Islam
has established its name as one of the
leading Islamic exhibition providers in
the World.

The Global Commission for
Introducing the Messenger

The Global Commission for
Introducing the Messenger specialises
in introducing the Messenger
Muhammad (peace be upon him)

=ellfelglel

We would like to bid you a warm welcome to the third edition of A
Mercy to Mnakind, a new quarterly magazine which aims to cover

a broad spectrum of contemporary issues as well as highlighting the
life and true message of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
who is revered by Muslims as the final Messenger sent to mankind.

It is strange that despite being voted the most influential person in
history (The 100: A Ranking of the Most Influential Persons in History
by Michael H. Hart), and with Islam being the fastest growing religion
in the world, many misconceptions still continue to circulate about the
Islamic faith and it's most prestigious and most famous personality.

A Mercy to Mankind aims to provide an insight into various aspects
of the life and teachings of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him) . In this third edition, we touch upon various aspects of Prophet
Muhammad’s life and teachings including his mercy, justice and
tolerance towards others.

Yours Sincerely,

Umar Ansari & Hamza Alam
Editorial Team

No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system or transmitted by any means,
electronic, photocopying, recording or otherwise without prior

permission of the copyright owners.
by H.E Dr. Abdullah Bin AbdelMohsen

Published by:
Al Turky Chairman (General Secretary

e of Muslim World League) and HE

Prof. Adel Bin Ali Al Shiddy (Secretary
/ General of the Muslim World League).

to the non-Muslim population. The
aim of this organisation is to clear
misconceptions about the character
and message of Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him).

This magazine has been commissioned
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He was an exemplary prophet, statesman,
teacher, neighbour, husband, father and friend.

=)

Muslims regard Muhammad
(peace be upon him) as the Last
and Final Prophet of Allah and
that he came with the same
message given by Allah to all the
Prophets. This was to believe in
Allah and to worship him purely At the age of forty, he received
- to attain peace in this life and in  the revelation from Allah. He
the afterlife. then spent the remaining portion
of his life explaining, and living
He was born in Mecca in the year  the teachings of Islam that
570 CE, and was a descendant of  Allah revealed to him. Prophet
Prophet Ishmael, the eldest son of  Muhammad was sent as the final
Prophet Abraham. Messenger to all of humanity.

through this education system. He
was renowned for his generosity,
high morals and truthfulness and
gained the title, Al-FAmin (the
Trustworthy one).

Prophet Muhammad (peace
be upon him) was orphaned
by the age of 6, and grew up

Although many religions during
his time promoted many Gods,
Prophet Muhammad conveyed

in the desert during his early the message of the Oneness of
life, learning patience and Allah and emphasized that he
perseverance in the harsh climate, was only a human being with the
as all noble tribes sent their young  mission of preaching and obeying
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Allah's message. He taught
Muslims to refer to him as “the
Messenger of Allah and His Slave”

Through his life and teachings,
Allah made Prophet Muhammad
the best example for all people.
He was the exemplary prophet,
statesman, leader, ruler, teacher,
neighbour, husband, father and
friend. He continues to be loved
and highly revered by over 1.8
billion Muslims around the globe
to this day.

History testifies that Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon

him) accomplished his mission to
convey Allah’s prescribed way of
life to the people during and after
his lifetime. Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) taught the
concept of the Unity of Allah and
the rejection of all false deities. He
showed how the worship of Allah
opened the way for the existence
of a good and just system where
everyone’s rights were protected.
This brought a complete change
in society which, in his time was
rife with killing and tribal wars.

The new faith demanded absolute
equality of all members in the
sight of Allah, without distinction
of colour, race, tribe or sex. The
rule of Islamic law was established
and everyone was equal before
the law. Women were raised in
status and given honourable
rights and slaves were given equal
status with other people.

In Madinah, Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) created

a society that was truly united.

It included people of different
countries, nations, natures,

and characters. This example

is still applicable today and
Muslims believe that it provides

a foundation for a world
community living in harmony,
unity and peace.

Prophet Muhammad (peace

be upon him) also showed

that by observing the physical
world one can see the signs of
Allah’s presence in everything.
Discovering the secrets of nature
makes it possible to exert some
control over the physical world
for the benefit of all. In fact this
particular teaching of Prophet
Muhammad has inspired
generations of Muslim scientists
over the centuries.

Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) also led men and
women to a path of knowledge
in place of ignorance, to reason
in place of superstition and
tradition, and to freedom of
thought and research in place of
blind acceptance of the opinions
of ancestors and political leaders.
Historical documentation shows
that it was Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) who
brought people out of slavery,
with an ingenious solution, both

to other men and to their own
egos and offered them the true
mastery of their own lives in
obedience to the laws of Allah.

The life of Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) is a great
example that all humanity can
learn and benefit from. His social,
political, religious and economic
success was not because of
extraordinary miracles that made
his life easy, on the contrary he
experienced fear, hunger and
oppression at various

times in his life. He achieved
genuine success based on hard
work, struggle, commitment, love
and sincere faith in Allah.

Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) always encouraged
people to meet each other
warmly with a smile and
exchange greetings of peace. He
emphasised good conduct and
the kind treatment of parents,
neighbours and friends. He was
a great upholder of the rights of
women, orphans and the poor.
He abolished bad social manners,
and condemned lying, cheating,

backbiting and spying.

He promoted sport, healthy living
and hygiene, and was against
extremism and hardship. He
stressed the importance of literacy
and gaining knowledge through
learning, and throughout his life
he encouraged his companions to
be warm and friendly and respect
people of other faiths.

Prophet Muhammad did not
just call for faith in One God
but he brought a message for
every individual to add value to
his or her life, for every family
to be united and happy, for
every society to reinforce unity,
for every nation to emphasize
solidarity and development
and for humanity to strengthen
knowledge, love and mutual
collaboration.

Dusk at the Prophets
Mosque in the City of
Madinah, KSA




Main image: Al-Masjid al-Nabawi,
or the Mosque of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him).
The mosque is the second holiest
site in Islam and is situated in the
city of Madinah, in current day
Saudi Arabia. It stands on the site
of the original mosque built by
the Prophet Muhammad (peace
be upon him) himself and also
includes the site of the Prophet’s
place of burial.
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The Tolerance
of Prophet
Muhammad
fowards Other
Religions

There is a common confusion
amongst many, that Islam does
not tolerate the existence of
other religions present in the
world. This article discusses
some of the foundations that
Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) himself laid down
in dealing with people of other
faiths, with practical examples
from his lifetime.

The dealings of the Prophet
(peace be upon him) with other
religions can best be described
in the verse of the Quran:“To
you be your religion, to me
be mine.” (Quran Chapter 109)

The Arabian Peninsula during
the time of the Prophet (peace
be upon him) was a region

in which various faiths were
present. There were Christians,
Jews, Zoroastrians, polytheists,
and others not affiliated with
any religion. When one looks
into the life of the Prophet
(peace be upon him), one
may draw on many examples
to portray the high level of
tolerance shown to people of
other faiths.
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In order to understand and
judge this tolerance, one must
look into the period in which
Islam was a formal state, with the
specific laws laid down by the
Prophet (peace be upon him) in
accordance with the tenets of
religion.

Even though one can observe
many examples of tolerance
shown by the Prophet (peace
be upon him) in the thirteen
years of his stay in Mecca, one
may incorrectly think that it was
only due to seeking to raise

the profile of the Muslims and
the social status of Islam and

in general. For this reason, the
discussion will be limited to the
period which commenced with
the migration of the Prophet to
Madinah, and specifically once
the constitution was set.

The Saheefah

The best example of the
tolerance shown by Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon
him) to other religions may be
the constitution itself, called the
‘Saheefah’ by early historians.

When the Prophet migrated

to Madinah, his role as a mere
religious leader ended; he was
now the political leader of a state,
governed by the precepts of
Islam, which demanded that clear
laws of governance be laid out to
ensure harmony and stability in

a society which once had been
distraught by decades of war, one
which had to ensure the peaceful
coexistence of Muslims, Jews,
Christians and polytheists.

Due to this, the Prophet laid down
a‘constitution’which detailed
the responsibilities of all parties
which resided in Madinah, their
obligations towards each other,
and certain restrictions that were
placed on each. All parties were
to obey what was mentioned
therein, and any breach of its
articles was regarded as an act of
treachery.

One Nation
The first article of the constitution
was that all the inhabitants of

of governance which upheld
pacts of alliances previously

in existence between those
individual tribes. All tribes had to
act as a whole with disregard to
individual alliances. Any attack
on other religion or tribe was
considered an attack on the state
and upon the Muslims as well.

The lives of the practitioners of
other religions in the Muslim
society was also given protective
status. The Prophet said:
“Whoever kills a person who
has a truce with the Muslims
will never smell the fragrance of
Paradise.” (Saheeh Muslim).

Since the upper hand was

with the Muslims, the Prophet
strictly warned against any
maltreatment of people of

other faiths. He said:"Beware!
Whoever is cruel and hard on a
non-Muslim minority, or curtails
their rights, or burdens them
with more than they can bear,
or takes anything from them
against their free will; | (Prophet

Judgment.” (Abu Dawud)

To Each Their Own Religion

In another article, it states, “the
Jews have their religion and the
Muslims have theirs.” In this,

itis clear that anything other
than tolerance would not be
tolerated, and that, although all
were members of a society, each
had their separate religion which
could not be violated. Each was
allowed to practice their beliefs
freely without any hindrances,
and no acts of provocation would
be tolerated.

There are many other articles of
this constitution which may be
discussed, but emphasis will be
placed on an article which states,
“If any dispute or controversy
likely to cause trouble should
arise, it must be referred to God
and His Messenger.” This clause
maintained that all inhabitants
of the state must recognize a
higher level of authority, and in
those matters which involved
various tribes and religions,

be adjudicated by the leader of
the state himself or his designated
representatives. It was allowed,
however, for individual tribes

who were not Muslims, to refer to
their own religious scriptures and
their learned men in regards to
their own personal affairs. They
could though, if they opted, ask
the Prophet to judge between
them in their matters. Allah states
“...If they do come to you,
either judge between them or
decline to interfere...” (Quran
5:42)

Here we see that Prophet allowed
each religion to judge in their
own matters according to their
own scriptures, as long as it did
not stand in opposition to articles
of the constitution, a pact which
took into account the greater
benefit of the peaceful co-
existence of the society.

Freedom of Religious
Assembly and Religious
Autonomy

Given consent by the constitution,

Madinah, the Muslims as well as —

those who had entered the pact —— _Muhammad) will complain justice could not be meted out by  the Jews had the complete

from the Jews, Christian, and " agamst the person on the > Day of |nd1v1dua| leaders; rather it must freedom to practice their religion.
idolaters, were “one nation to thesi TN =3 :
exclusion of all others!” All were ; S
considered members and citizens
of Medinian society regardless of

religion, race, or ancestry.
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People of other faiths were
protected from harm as much
as the Muslims, as is stated in
another article, “To the Jewish
people who follow us belong . -
help and equity. They shall not
be harmed nor their enemies be
aided.” Previously, each tribe
had their alliances and enemies =
within and outside of the city of .
Madinah. The Prophet (peace
be upon him) gathered these =
different tribes under one s




The Jews in Madinah at the

time of Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) had their
own school of learning, named
Bait-ul-Midras, where they
would recite the Torah, worship
and educate themselves. The
Prophet emphasized in many
letters to his emissaries that
religious institutions should not
be harmed. In a letter addressed
to his emissary to the religious
leaders of Saint Catherine in
Mount Sinai who has sought the
protection of the Muslims:

“This is a message from
Muhammad ibn Abdullah, as a
covenant to those who adopt
Christianity, near and far, we are
with them. Verily I, the servants,
the helpers, and my followers
defend them, because Christians
are my citizens; and by God! |
hold out against anything that
displeases them. No compulsion
is to be on them. Neither are
their judges to be removed

from their jobs nor their monks
from their monasteries. No one
is to destroy a house of their

religion, to damage it, or to carry

anything from it to the Muslims’
houses. Should anyone take
any of these, he would spoil
God'’s covenant and disobey

His Prophet. Verily, they are

my allies and have my secure
charter against all that they
hate. No one is to force them

to travel or to oblige them to
fight. The Muslims are to fight
for them. If a female Christian is
married to a Muslim, it is not to
take place without her approval.
She is not to be prevented from
visiting her church to pray.

Their churches are declared to
be protected. They are neither
to be prevented from repairing
them nor the sacredness of their

12

covenants. No one of the nation (Muslims)
is to disobey the covenant till the Last Day
(end of the world)."[1]

As one can see, this Charter consisted of
several clauses covering all important aspects
of human rights, including such topics as the
protection of minorities living under Islamic
rule, freedom of worship and movement,
freedom to appoint their own judges and to
own and maintain their property, exemption
from military service, and the right to
protection in war.

On another occasion, the Prophet (peace

be upon him) received a delegation of sixty
Christians from the region of Najran, thena™
part of Yemen, at his mosque. When the time
for their prayer came, they faced the direction
of east and prayed. The Prophet ordered that
they be left in their state and not harmed.

These are only some of the examples of the
Prophet’s tolerance of other faiths. Islam
recognizes that there are a plurality of
religions on this earth, and gives the right to
individuals to choose the path which they
believe to be true. Religion is not to be, and
was never, forced upon an individual against
their own will, and these examples from the
life of the Prophet (peace be upon him) are
an epitome of the verse of the Quran which
promotes religious tolerance and sets the
guideline for the Muslims'interaction with
people of other faiths. God says:

“There is no compulsion in religion.
Verily, the Right Path has become
distinct from the wrong path. Whoever
disbelieves in Taghut and believes in
Allah, then he has grasped the most
trustworthy handhold that will never
break. And Allah is AII-Heqr&rF@u-
Knower.” (Quran 2:256) =<

Footnotes: ;
[11"Muslim and Non-Muslim
Face” Ahmad Sakr. Foundati
Knowledge, Lombard IL.

;‘f . ) L4
: "

.

. it o
vy WO L) s AR A
Main image: The most unive ailf--— -
recogized symbol ofJerus‘zim M I

is the Dome of the Rock. Muglims

believe the location of the Dome

of the Rock to be thé site of the '

“Islamic miraclesofthe Isra and Miraj, L

where Prophet uhammad (peace

be upon him) ascended to the
heavens. The u,ht)ay aliph, Abd
al-Malik ibn Marwan cdmissioned

the building of the Quigbat al-
Sakhrah (Dome of the Rock) in

o
47691692 CE. R *1
" Py




Moses, Jesus,
Muhammad
Three Men,

One Mission

History is shaped by people, and inevita-

bly some leave more of a mark than others.
Amongst those standing out, the central fig-
ures of major world religions have had an
impact far beyond their own followers. The
three Abrahamic faiths, Judaism, Christianity
and Islam, continue to influence world events
millennia after Moses, Jesus and Muhammad
walked upon the earth.

The purpose of this article is to provide a bet-
ter insight into the monotheistic world-view
these three men subscribed to and which has
not lost any of its relevance in the world of
today. [he impact of those prophets was both
religious and-political. They called forbelief
and moral cohduct; and. by doing S0 often
conflicted with the established order based on
corrupt practices and oppression.

Moses (peace be upon him)
lived at the time of a mighty
tyrant ruler, the pharaoh, and rose
from a member of the oppressed
classes to a formidable antago-
nist, ultimately bringing down
the whole edifice of arrogant
power. He was ideally placed

to play this role by having been
brought up in the household of
the pharaoh himself .

Just as a prophet’s work contin-
ues to leave an impact long after
his departure from this world,

his arrival is usually preceded

by a period of high anticipation.
Moses was no different in this
respect: Tales of a saviour of the
oppressed Israelites were making
the rounds in Egypt and grew so
strong that the ruling class felt
the need to take precautionary
measures. To prevent the birth

of this champion of the people
they had enslaved, the pharaoh
ordered that'every newborn
male child would be puttodeath
during the year his arrival was
foretold, leaving only the female
babies alive.

Moses is usually.seen as the
liberator as well as the law-giver
for the Israelites. However, like all
lives, his life is complex and not
done justice by over-simplifying.
In“the Quran, after God relays the
StoRy.of appointing Moses as a
caller towards monotheismywe
learn about the'discourse be-
tween Moses a.nd Pharoah, with

_thae-f enging the clai
of Pharoah to D|V|mty'g K

After his conversationmvith Gogl
and frightening as this encounter
was, it set him'upforhis mis-
sion in life:to go and confront
pharaoh with the demand to
release the Israelites from bond-
age. It helped him overcome the

>
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fear to face up to the tyrant who
would surely have him killed, and
it provided him with the miracles
needed to make the pharaoh’s
magicians take notice. Pharaoh,
who considered himself a god to
be worshipped, was anything but
delighted to have Moses come
back and challenge him with a
higher authority, demanding the
release of the Israelites on whose
slave labour the Egyptian econo-
my depended.

In order to humiliate Moses, Phar-
aoh arranged for a magnificent
public event, and the magicians
who had been honing their skills
in preparation were given further
prizes and-incentives should they
win the contest.

Nobody - doubted the ‘outcome,
yet'wheh Moses! staff-devoured
all the magic;they conjured and
rendered.it void, the'magicians
reatised:that a greatef'power was
imvolved and submitted to Mo-
ses and hisyreligien, mtieh to the
dismay of pharaoh.

“Then the wizards were (all)
flung down prostrate, cry-
ing: We believe in the Lord of
Aaron and Moses. (Pharaoh)
said: You put faith in him be-
fore | give you permission. He

chief who taught you
== Ishall cut
our hands and you_feet

- alternately, and | shall crucify

hey sald We choose you not
above the clear proofs that
have come to us, and above
Him Who created us. So de-
cree what you will decree. You
will end for us only this life of
the world. We believe in our
Lord, that He may forgive us

our sins and the magic to which
you did force us. Allah is better
and more lasting.” (Qur'an 20:70-
73). Hence Moses had successfully
called to monotheism, the belief
and worship of the single Deity.

Moses was a strong and deter-
mined man, devoted to the wor-
ship of the only one God, facing
up to the greatest tyrantin human
history, yet in need of guidance
himself'and unable to fully rally his
own people behind'him and - make
them see the truth forwhat it was.

Thestory.of the next major proph-

et towhom we now turn ouratten-

tion, Jesus, is not all toodifferent in
this respect:

Jesus (peace be upon him)
Bueito his unusual entry and exit
from our world, having been born,
like Adam, without a father, “The
likeness of Jesus is as the like-
ness of Adam, He created him
from dust, then He said to him:
Be! and he is.” (Qur'an: 3:59) and
having been spared death by be-
ing raised to heaven prior to his
return or second coming, Jesus
(Isa) is s© unusual amongst the

prophets that some have mistaken-

Iy elevated him to divine status. As
they focus on his spiritual activities
and miracles; it is often forgotten
that healso'playedi@ palitical role
inconfronting thedewish Phari-
sees.

omething peop|e takéifor granted,
esus mother Marywasiaced with
accusations of i infidelitywhen she
returnedfrom a secluded place
after having given birth to him.
“Then she brought him to her
own people, carrying him. They
said: O Mary! You have come
with an amazing thing. O sister
of Aaron! Your father was not a

wicked man nor was your moth-

er a harlot” (Qur'an 19:17-28)

Amongst the gifts Jesus was given
was to be able to talk already as a
baby in the cradle, and speaking in
defence of his mother.

As he grew up he displayed both
knowledge and wisdom and
exerted the powers of a healer
ensuring his popularity. Yet he
never sought fame or following for
himself, always instead pointing to
the one who sent him: God.
“When Allah says: O Jesus, son
of Mary! Did you say to man-
kind: Take me and my mother
for two gods besides Allah? he
says: Be glorified! It was not for
me to utter that to which | had
no right.” (Qur'an 5:116).

The Israelites, who as we have seen
already found it difficult to keep to
Moses'instructions without devia-
tion, had established an elaborate
Rabbinical'system by the timeJesus
was born, which replaced the sim-
plicity of the Laws of Moses with a
complicated set of interpretations.
Naturally, they saw Jesus'call to
return to the spirit of the law and
the essence of the belief in God

as a challenge to their authority.
Ultimately, they plotted to have
him removed or killed. Whilst not
all Christians ascribe divinity to
Jesus, most believe that the Jews
succeeded in having him crucified
by the Romans.

1he'©ur'an contradicts this ac
countiby declaring that they had
no certainty aboutthe matter and
iTonly appeared tothem as if, “..
they killed him not nor cruci-
fied him, but it appeared so to
them; and those who disagree
concerning it are in doubt of
it; they have no knowledge of
it except pursuit of conjecture;
they killed him not for certain.”
(Quran 4:157).



In other words, they crucified
someone else in his stead whilst
God raised Jesus to Himself, saving
him from the intended crucifixion,
a death described in the Bible as a
curse. Trinitarian Christianity later
tried to explain that it was neces-
sary for God to curse and sacrifice
his only son in order to save the
rest of humanity from original sin.

Yet, the Bible does not support the
idea of a cruel and punishing God
who kills the innocent for the sins
of others.

Muhammad (peace be upon
him), too, was both a spiritual
leader and a reformer, but because
unlike other prophets before him
he succeeded in establishing an
organised social structure following
the rules he brought, many biog-
raphers focus more on his political
career than his spiritual teachings.
His miracles, too, receive little at-
tention since they are dwarfed by
that ongoing miracle, the Qur'an,
preserved unchanged since the
days of its revelation.

Muhammad was born into a noble
family in Mecca, and was respected
in society, and it was only after he
had been called to prophethood
by the archangel Gabriel, that the
very same society turned against
him. They did not resent him as a
person, but feared his message of
equality before God.

Initially his call to reject idolatry
and submit to the only true God
was only directed at his family and
friends. When it became a public
invitation, however, the upholders
of the established order, who ben-
efited from the influx of pilgrims
and wealth connected to their
existing religion, became increas-
ingly intolerant of this new move-
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ment and responded with slander
and vilification as well as physical
persecution.

Many years later, when Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him)
liberated Mecca from polytheism
and inequality, he delivered the fol-
lowing address: “There is no God
but Allah. He has no associate.
He has made good His promise
that He held to His bondman
and helped him and defeated

all his confederates. O people of
Quraish, surely God has abol-
ished from you all pride of the
time of ignorance and all pride
in your ancestry, because all men
are descended from Adam, and
Adam was made of clay.”

When Muhammad returned to
Madinah he was the undisputed
ruler of a united Arabia, and Islam
began to spread in all directions
across the world. Within just over
two decades Muhammad had
transformed a remote desert com-
munity with superstitious practices
into an enlightened world power
with a written constitution and a
refined code of law, establishing
universities and cultural centres
across the then known world.

Belief and good works

All the prophets of God, includ-
ing the three examples selected
above, shared a common goal: to
re-orientate people’s minds to-
wards their Creator and thereby
encourage them to act piously and
responsibly.

They preached that only the one
true God deserved to be wor-
shipped and neither loyalty to, or
fear of, a despotic ruler, nor subser-
vience to the trappings of wealth
and influence - as represented in
the golden calf or the idols once

housed in the Kaabah - should
interfere with such true belief.

Their faith, therefore, demanded

to be expressed publicly through

a change in behaviour and society.
They preached justice, compas-
sion and equality before God. They.
demanded an end to usury, exploi-
tation and oppression.

Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad
(peace be upon them all), essen-
tially brought the same message
around which humanity can unite
and build a prosperous future with=
out false divisions.

-

“Say: we believe in God and in what has been
revealed to us, and what was revealed to
Abraham, Isma’il: Isaac, Jacob and The Tribes,
and in (the Books) given to Moses, Jesus and
the Prophets, from their Lord: We make no
distinction between one and another, among
them, and to God do we bow our will (in Islam).”

(Qur’an, Al-Imran 3:84)
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ries and increasing number of worshippers, the mosque
today has more than 85 doors. These highly decorated
doors, over 4 metres in height symbolise the greatness

however due to numerous expansions over the centu-
and importance of this

Muhammad (peace be upon him),

where he settled after his

AD. Worshippers sit af the front of the mosque, recit-
ing verses from the Noble Quran. The chandeliers and
lamps date back to when

Left: The original mosque had 3 very simple doors,

great mosque.
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Prophet
Muhammad

(peace be upon him)

A Mercy for

=

Mankind B

Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) was the kindest of men
in the same way as he excelled

all others in courage and valour.
Being extremely kind-hearted, his
eyes brimmed with tears at the
slightest sign of inhumanity.

A Companion of the Prophet,
Shaddaad bin ‘Aws reported

the Apostle as saying: “Allah

has commanded you to show
kindness to everyone, so if

you have to kill, kill in a good
manner, and if you slaughter
an animal, slaughter it gently.
If anyone of you has to slay an
animal, he should sharpen the
blade first and treat the animal
well.” Ibn ‘Abbaas, another
Companion relates that a man
threw a goat on its side and then
started sharpening his knife.
When the Prophet saw him

he said: “Do you want to kill it
twice? Why did you not sharpen
the knife before throwing it on
the ground?”

A Mercy for the Believers

The Messenger’s compassion
towards the believers was of

the utmost degree. The Quran
describes his compassion in

the following verse: “There

has certainly come to you

a Messenger from among
yourselves. Grievous to him
is what you suffer; [he is]
concerned over you [i.e., your
guidance] and to the believers
is kind and merciful.” [Quran:
9:128]

Sa'd bin‘Ubaadah once became
ill, so Allah’'s Messenger (peace

be upon him) visited him in his
house. On seeing his faithful
Companion in a pitiful state, he
was moved to tears. Then, he said:
"Allah does not punish because

of tears, nor because of grief, but
he punishes because of this.”-
and he pointed to his tongue.
[Reported by Al-Bukhari]

A Mercy Towards his Enemies
The prisoners of war taken

captive at the battle of Badr were
amongst the Prophet’s bitterest
enemies. Nevertheless, he
ensured that they were given the
best of treatment. Among them
was Suhayl bin’Amr who was a
fiery speaker and was denouncing
the Prophet. ‘Umar one the
Prophet’s closest companions,
suggested that two of his lower
teeth be pulled out so that

he might not be so vile in his
speeches. The Prophet (peace be
upon him) replied: “Were I to do
this, Allah would disfigure me on
the Day of Judgement, despite
the fact that | am His messenger.”

In Mecca, his people inflicted

him with every kind of suffering,
eventually forcing him to
emigrate to Madeenah, and

then waged war on him for

five years. However, when he
conquered Mecca without
bloodshed in the twenty-first
year of his Prophethood, he asked
the Makkan unbelievers who
were awaiting his decision about
them:"How do you expect me

to treat you?” They responded
unanimously: “You are a noble
one, the son of a noble one.” He
announced to them his decision:
“You may go free! No reproach
this day shall be on you; may
God forgive you.”

A Mercy for Women

Prophet Muhammad (peace

be upon him) was also very

kind and affectionate towards
women. Women were very badly
treated in those times. The Noble

Prophet (peace be upon him)
gave them honour and dignity at
par with men in the community.
‘Umar reported: "We did not
have much regard for women
while we were at Mecca, but
they were better treated in
Madeenah. Allah’s Messenger
established women'’s rights
through his sayings and
commandments, which
improved their position and
status.”

A Mercy for Children

Allah's Messenger (peace be
upon him) was particularly
compassionate towards children.
When he saw a child crying, he sat
beside him or her and shared his
or her feelings. He felt the pain of
a mother for her child more than
the mother herself. Once he said:
“I stand in prayer and wish to
prolong it. However, | hear the
cry of a child and cut the prayer
short for the anxiety which the
mother is feeling.” [Al-Bukhaari]

He would take children in his arms
and embrace them. He was once
hugging his beloved grandsons,
Hasan and Husayn, when Agrah
bin Haabis told him, 1 have got
ten children. So far, | have not
kissed any of them.” Allah’s
Messenger (peace be upon him)
responded: “The one with no
pity for others is not pitied.” [Al-
Bukhari and Muslim]

According to another version,

he said: “What can | do for you
if Allah has removed from you
the feeling of compassion?” [At-
Tirmithi]

A Mercy for Slaves

The Prophet (peace be upon him)
strongly enjoined the duty of kind
and generous treatment upon
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slaves, servants and labourers
engaged in manual work. Jaabir
related the Apostle of Allah
(peace be upon him) as saying:
"Feed them with the food which
you eat, clothe them with such
clothing as you wear, and do
not cause trouble to Allah’s
creatures.” The Apostle (peace
be upon him) is further stated to
have said: “Those whom Allah
has made your dependents

are your brothers, servants

and helpmates. Anybody

whose brother has been made
subservient to him ought to feed
him with the food he eats and
clothe him with the clothes he
wears; command him not to do
that which he is unable to do and
if it becomes necessary to do so
then he should help him in doing
the job.”

A Mercy for Animals

His compassion encompassed
not only human beings, but

also animals. The Prophet

(peace be upon him) forbade

his companions to keep the
unintelligent creatures hungry or
thirsty, to disturb or to overburden
them. He commended that
kindness and putting them

at ease were meritorious acts
tending to bring man nearer to
Allah. Abu Hurayrah reports the
Prophet (peace be upon him)

as saying: “A traveller who was
thirsty saw a well in the way. He
gotinside the well and when he
came out he saw a dog licking
mud due to thirst. The man
realised that the dog was as
thirsty as him, so he got into the
well again, filled his leather sock
with water and carried it out
holding it with his teeth. Thus, he
quenched the thirst of the dog.
Allah was pleased with this act
of kindness and pardoned his
sins.” The Companions asked:
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“O Messenger of Allah, is there
recompense in the matter of
beasts and wild animals also?”
The Prophet (peace be upon him)
replied: “There is recompense in
regard to every creature that has
aliving heart.”

‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar related that
the Prophet said:"A woman was
cast away to hell only because
she had withheld food and water
from her cat and refused to set it
free so that the cat might satisfy
its hunger by eating worms and
insects.”

Once on return from a military
campaign, a few Companions
took away the chicks of a bird
from their nest to stroke them.
The mother bird came back and
when it could not find its chicks
in the nest, it began to fly around
screeching. When informed of the
matter, Allah’'s Messenger (peace
be upon him) became angry and
ordered the chicks to be put back
in the nest. [Abu Daawood]

Conclusion

The love and compassion of
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon
him) for all kinds of creatures

was not of the kind claimed

by today’s ‘humanists’ He was
sincere and balanced in his love
and compassion. He was more
compassionate than any other
person. He was a Prophet raised
by Allah, the Creator and Sustainer
of all beings, for the guidance and
happiness of conscious beings.

Therefore, he lived not for himself
but for others; he is a mercy for all
the worlds.

“And We have not sent you forth but as a

mercy to mankind’.
Al-Anbiyaa’: 107
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The truce presented an ideal op-
portunity for Prophet Muhammad
to convey the Message of Allah
and freely tell people about Islam
without being hindered. So he
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The final sermon

O People, it is true that you have
certain rights with regard to your
women, but they also have rights

over you...If they abide by your
right then to them belongs the
right to be fed and clothed in

There were countless Muslims
present with the Prophet during
his last pilgrimage when he deliv-
ered his last Sermon.

The Final Sermon:

P kindness. Do treat your women After praising, and thanking God,
0 P rO p h e .I. _r well and be kind to them for the Prophet, may God send His
’; they are your partners and praises upon him said:
1_ committed helpers. Anditis
M U h q m m q d ’/ your right that they do not “O People, lend me an attentive
¥ make friends with any one of ear, for | know not whether after
° ‘_"_'\ whom you do not approve, as this year, | shall ever be amongst
( peq Cce be U pon h I m) — well as never to be unchaste. you again. Therefore, listen to

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) is an example for all
of humanity. He was a remarkable man at all times. He excelled
in all walks of life and was a man of love, patience, courage,
wisdom, generosity, intelligence and magnitude who inspired
millions of lives throughout the world.

Allah Almighty says in the Quran that he was sent as a mercy for
the people of the world. “We sent thee not save as a mercy
for the peoples.” (Quran 21:107)

His Prophetic Mission began at the age of forty, circa 610 CE,
and continued until 632 C.E. From the path of ignorance, man-
kind was lead to the straight path and was blessed with the guid-
ance of Allah.

Shortly before his death, Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him) delivered a sermon during the Hajj, which came to be
known as his “Final Sermon’”. This final sermon was not only a
reminder to his followers, but also an important admonition. The
final sermon confirms the end of his Prophetic Mission.

Year 10 AH. of the Islamic Calendar is considered to be one of
the most significant years for three reasons. Firstly, this was the
year when the Prophet delivered his Last Sermon during his
farewell pilgrimage to Mecca. Secondly, this was the year where
number of deputations came to the Prophet to announce their
Islam as well as their tribes. Thirdly, it was the golden period of
Islam when multitudes of people embraced the faith by accept-
ing the message of the Prophet.

Prophet Muhammad's final sermon was delivered during the Hajj
of the year 632 CE, the ninth day of Dhul Hijjah, the 12th month
of the lunar year, at Arafat, the most blessed day of the year.
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what | am saying to you very
carefully and take these words to
those who could not be present
here today.

O People, just as you regard

this month, this day, this city as
Sacred, so regard the life and
property of every Muslim as a
sacred trust. Return the goods
entrusted to you to their rightful
owners. Hurt no one so that no
one may hurt you. Remember
that you will indeed meet your
Lord, and that He will indeed
reckon your deeds. God has for-
bidden you to take usury (inter-
est), therefore all interest obliga-
tion shall henceforth be waived.
Your capital, however, is yours
to keep. You will neither inflict
nor suffer any inequity. God has
Judged that there shall be no
interest, and that all the interest
due to Abbas ibn Abd’al Muttalib
shall henceforth be waived...

Beware of Satan, for the safety
of your religion. He has lost all
hope that he will ever be able to
lead you astray in big things, so
beware of following him in small
things.

O People, it is true that you have
certain rights with regard to your
women, but they also have rights
over you. Remember that you
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have taken them as your wives
only under a trust from God

and with His permission. If they
abide by your right then to them
belongs the right to be fed and
clothed in kindness. Do treat
your women well and be kind to
them for they are your partners
and committed helpers. And it is
your right that they do not make
friends with any one of whom
you do not approve, as well as
never to be unchaste.

O People, listen to me in earnest,
worship God, perform your five
daily prayers, fast during the
month of Ramadan, and offer
Zakat. Perform Hajj if you have
the means.

All mankind is from Adam and
Eve. An Arab has no superior-
ity over a non-Arab, nor does

a non-Arab have any superior-
ity over an Arab; white has no
superiority over black, nor does
a black have any superiority
over white; [none have superi-
ority over another] except by
piety and good action. Learn
that every Muslim is a brother
to every Muslim and that the
Muslims constitute one brother-
hood. Nothing shall be legiti-
mate to a Muslim which belongs
to a fellow Muslim unless it was
given freely and willingly. Do
not, therefore, do injustice to
yourselves.

Remember, one day you will ap-
pear before God and answer for
your deeds. So beware, do not
stray from the path of right-
eousness after | am gone.

O People, no prophet or apostle
will come after me, and no new
faith will be born. Reason well,
therefore, O people, and un-
derstand words which | convey
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to you. | leave behind me two
things, the Quran and my ex-
ample, the Sunnah, and if you
follow these you will never go
astray.

All those who listen to me shall
pass on my words to others and
those to others again; and it may
be that the last ones understand
my words better than those

who listen to me directly. Be

my witness, O God, that | have
conveyed your message to your
people.”

Thus the beloved Prophet com-
pleted his Final Sermon, and
upon it, near the summit of Ara-
fat, the revelation came down:

“..This day have |
perfected your reli-
gion for you, com-
pleted My Grace
upon you, and have
chosen Islam for you
as your religion...”

(Quran 5:3)

Even today the Last Sermon of
Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) is passed to every Mus-
lim in every corner of the word
through all possible means of
communication. Muslims are re-
minded about it in mosques and
in lectures. Indeed the meanings
found in this sermon are indeed
astounding, touching upon some
of the most important rights God
has over humanity, and humanity
has over each other. Though the
Prophet’s soul has left this world,
his words are still living in our
hearts.
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uhammad’s

(peace be upon him)

Claim to
Prophethood

Divine facilitation is proportionate to human need.
Air, water, and sunlight are necessary for human sur-
vival, and thus God has granted their acquisition to

all without hardship. The greatest human need is to
know the Creator, and thus, God has made it easy to
know Him. The evidence for God, however, differs in
its nature. In its own way, everything in creation is
evidence of its Creator. Some evidence is so obvious
that any lay person can immediately ‘see’the Creator,
for instance, the cycle of life and death. Others’see’
the handiwork of the Creator in the elegance of math-
ematical theorems, universal constants of physics, and
the development of the embryo.

“Behold! in the creation of the heavens and the
earth, and the alternation of night and day,-
there are indeed signs for men of understand-
ing.” (Quran 3:190)

Like the existence of God, human beings need evi-

= dence to establish the truth of prophets who spoke

in His name. Muhammad, like the prophets before

: him, claimed to be God’s final prophet to humanity.

Naturally, the evidence for his veracity is diverse and
numerous. Some are obvious, while others are appar-

= ent only after deep reflection.

Allah says in the Quran:
“...Is it not enough (for
them to know) that your

Lord is witness unto eve-

rything?” (Quran 41:53)
Divine testimony by itself
is sufficient without any
other evidence. God’s wit-

ness for Muhammad lies in:

(a) God's past revelations
to earlier prophets which
prophesize Muhammad’s
appearance.

(b) God's Acts: the miracles
and ‘signs'He gave to sup-
port Muhammad’s claim.
How did it all begin in the
early days of Islam? How
were the first believers
convinced he was God's
prophet?

The first person to believe
in the prophethood of Mu-
hammad (peace be upon
him) was his own wife,
Khadija. When he returned

home trembling out of fear 1

after receiving divine rev-
elation, she was his solace:.,

"Never! By'Gad, God will
neverdisgrace youl You
keep good relations with
your relatives, help the

| POOY, serve your guests

" .generously, and assist

t tho;tht vv|thacalam|tles
(Saheeh'At Bukhan) _ i®
WL
B SN
B4 A



Another person who accepted his
call on merely listening to it, was
'‘Amr who related:”| used to think
before Islam that people were

in error and they were on noth-
ing. They worshipped idols. In
the meantime, | heard of a man
preaching in Mecca; so | went to
him...l asked him:"Who are you?’
He said:'l am a Prophet! | again
said:'Who is a Prophet?’ He said:
'‘God sent me! | said:'What did He
send you with?’ He said:'l have
been sent to join ties of relation-
ship, to break the idols, and to
proclaim the unity of God so
nothing is associated with Him (in
worship). | said:'Who is with you
in this?" He said:’A free man and

a slave (referring to Abu Bakr and
Bilal, a slave, who had embraced
Islam by that time). | said:'l intend
to follow you.” (Saheeh Muslim)

Dimad was a desert healer who
specialized in mental illnesses. On
his visit to Mecca he heard the
Meccans say that Muhammad
(peace be upon him) was insane!
Confident of his skills, he said to
himself, If | were to come across
this man, God might cure him at
my hand. Dimad met the Prophet
and said:'Muhammad, | can
protect (one) who suffers from
mental illness or under sorcery,
and God cures one whom He so
desires at my hand. Do you desire
to be cured?’ The Prophet of

God responded, starting with his
usual introduction to his sermons:
“Indeed, praise and gratitude is
for God. We praise Him and ask
for His help. He who God guides,
none can lead astray, and he who
is led astray cannot be guided. |
bear witness no one deserves
worship but God, He is One, has
no partners, and Muhammad is
His Servant and Messenger.
Dimad, stuck by the beauty of
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the words, asked him to repeat
them, and said, 'l have heard the
words of diviners, sorcerers, and
poets, but | have never heard such
words, they reach the depth of
the oceans. Give me your hand so
I may pledge my allegiance to you
on Islam!(Saheeh Muslimi)

After Gabriel brought the first
revelation to Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him), Khadija,

his wife, took him to visit her old
cousin, Waraga bin Nawfal, a bibli-
cal scholar, to discuss the event.
Waraga recognized Muhammad
from the prophecies of the Bi-

ble and confirmed: “This is the
Keeper of Secrets (Angel Gabriel)
who came to Moses!” (Saheeh Al-
Bukhari)

Muhammad (peace be upon him)
made the claim,’l am God's Mes-
senger! Either he was true in his
claim or he was not. Is it possible
for a liar to claim for a period of 23
years with unwavering certitude
that he is a prophet like Abraham,
Moses, and Jesus, that there will
be no more prophets after him,
and that the scripture he has been
sent with will remain his lasting
miracle till the end of time?

A liar will falter sometimes, per-
haps with a friend, maybe with his
family members, somewhere he
will make a mistake. His message,
delivered over two decades, will
contradict itself sometimes. But
what we see in reality is that the
scripture he brought is free from
internal inconsistencies and his
message remained consistent
throughout his mission.

Before Islam, Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) was well-
known to his own people to be
trustworthy and reliable, an hon-

est man, a person of integrity, who
did not lie. It was due to this reason
they named him "Al-Ameen’, or“The
Trustworthy” Is it possible for him to
tell a consistent lie for 23 years, a lie
so monstrous that it would make him
a social outcast, when he was never
known to have lied even once about
anything? It's simply against the psy-
chology of liars.

If one was to ask why a person would
make claim to prophethood and lie,
their answer might be one of two,
either fame or wealth and status. If
we were to say that the Muhammad
claimed prophethood for fame, glory
and status, we would see that what
actually occurred was the exact op-
posite. Muhammad (peace be upon
him) , before his claim to Prophet-
hood, enjoyed a high status in all
aspects. He was of the most noble of
tribes, of the most noble of families,
and was known for his truthfulness.
After his claim, he became a social
outcast. For 13 years in Mecca, he
and his followers faced excruciating
torture, which led to the death of
some of his followers, ridicule, sanc-
tioning, and excommunication from
society.

The Prophet was the husband of a
wealthy tradeswoman, and he en-
joyed the comforts of life available

t him at his time. But after his claim
of prophethood, he became of the
poorest of people. The leaders of
Mecca in his time offered him the
riches of the world in order for him to
leave his message.

Was He Insane?

Someone who has dealt with the
mentally ill knows people can be
identified by their symptoms. Mu-
hammad (peace be upon him)
displayed no symptom of insanity at
any time in his life. No friend, wife, or
family member suspected or aban-

doned him due to insanity.

Quite to the contrary, Muhammad
(peace be upon him) preached
for a long time and brought a Law
unknown in its completeness and
sophistication to ancient Arabs. If
the prophet was insane, it would
have been obvious to those
around him at one point.”

The Meccans of old rejected his
call out of tribal partisanship, and
they were not truthful in their
accusations of his insanity. Even
today, many people refuse to ac-
cept Muhammad (peace be upon
him) as a prophet simply because
he was an Arab and self-gratify
themselves by saying he must
have been insane or worked for
the deuvil.

Their hatred for Arabs translates into their rejection of Muhammad,
even though God says: “Nay, but he (whom you call a mad poet)
has brought the truth; and he confirms the truth of (what the

earlier of God’s) message-bearers (have taught).” (Quran 37:37)

Arabian poets were the furthest from the truth, speaking of wine,
womanizing, war, and leisure, unlike the Prophet who invites to
good manners, serving God, and helping the poor. Muhammad
(peace be upon him) followed his own teachings before anyone else
unlike the poets of old or philosophers of today.

In conclusion, claims that Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
is a false prophet have been refuted for over 1000 years.

r.F.I. ;"
torke
. A2
A

- & -
%
t R
Fla a
"ﬁ.:,-_: . =

39



A Mercy fo Mankind

www.exhibitionisiam.com
www.mercyprophet.org

EXHIBITION
I S LA M



