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Amongst others, Islam influenced the West and the
course of university scholarship in terms of academic
freedom of professors and students, in the doctoral
thesis and its defence, and in the peer review of
scholarly work based on the consensus of peers. The
open scholarly discussions in the mosques surely
accounted for much of that in times when scientific
intolerance ruled elsewhere, and any free scholarly
thought was punished with burning at the stake. The
influence also came in the form of the many translated
books of Islamic scholars which formed the core of
European education in their first universities
(Montpellier, Bologna, Paris, Oxford...), which all were
founded in the twelfth-thirteenth centuries.
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